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/tutfrn <?(/« ft Cura; tracdhu^ $nwr hn^sped^ a<fU€^ q>te los tjitu’ra rtr. 
QfrK>. plnci\ r^»ptmiii6 tt; urntnimVi €asH nposaito^^-%uuiih:t'l\utfi.mol*:UU<i orndht 
eon «»u Cit(lc7tiUu, y abrundvUt^ hollo en dUt tn's libro6 gramits y unoi popdes de lut y 
biicna litru e$crdox Ui mawy—I jon (iiMXWT* Parto 1. t’ajHluloCa. 

If l3 lui.'hty woll, hal<l Iho i»ni Rt; pray« laniUoril, liriu}' xn« Ih>o!-s, for I Imvc a 
mind to M'o thrin. With nil jDV hoftit, :ijisn rrcrt tlio hoal; and Ri'ln'' to las chaaibcr, ho 
ormadii out u Uttl'‘ uJd <*i*)K«--buir, ivitli «(luuUock and xhahi U» it, uiid oi><‘nuig it, ho 
took out tl’.reo lan^o tolumos, and some mjinuscript papiijs writlcn in a lino oliaractcr^ 
Jakyw’8 Transfulion. 



LNTRODUCTION TO A LKGENJ) OF MONTROSE. 


SEROEAJn' Moke M'Au’IN was, duriniDr his roHidcuec amoitii’’ ns, 
one of the most honoured inhabitants of fjlaudercleuffh. hio one 
tlioug'ht of disputing' his title to the great leathern chair on the 
“cosiest side of the chimney,” in the common room of the WalLwo 
Arms, on a Saturday evening. No less would our se.xton, John 
Dnirward, liavo held it an unlicen.sed intrusion, to suffer any one to 
induct liimself into the corner of the left-hand pew ncare-rt to the 
imlpit, which the Sergeant regulaily trcciipind on Sundays. There 
lie sat, his blue invalid uniform bruslietl with the most scrtipuloua 
uccuracy. 'I'wo n;e<hds of merit displayed at his button-hole, as well 
i's th<> eniiity sleeve which should have been occupied by his right 
arm, bore evidence of his hard and honourable sendee. Uis wcathcr- 
b<‘aten features, his grey hair tk'd in a thin queue in the military 
Ikshiou of former days, and the right side of his head a little turned up, 
the better to cateh the .sound of the clergyman’s voice, were all marks 
of Ids protessiou and iufirmitie.s. ilosidc him sat his sister Janet, a 
little neat old woman, with a Highland curch and birtau phiid, watch¬ 
ing the very looks of her brsthcr, to her the greatest man niton earth, ' 
and a<‘tively lookmg out for him, in his silver-clasped Bible, tltc texts 
which the mini.sfer quoted or expounded. 

1 believ€‘ it was the respect that wa.s universiilly paid to tliLs worthy 
veteran by all ranis in (landorclengh, -wliicli induced him to choo.se ,■ 
our village for his rc-.idenee, for such wa.s by no means his original ' 
intention. 

He had risen to the rank of sci'geant-nnijor of artillery', by hard 
Bervicc in various quiii'ters of the world, and wiw reckoiUHl one of tho 
most tried and tnuty men of the Scotch Train. A ball, which shat¬ 
tered his anil m a Peninsular campaign, at length procured him ati 
honourable discharge, with an allowance from Chelsea, and a hand- 
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KiAte grfltuit; ftom tlje patriotic fund. Moreover, Rorg’eaiit Morc- 
M^iLipin had been prudent as well iw valiant; aud,|,froni pmo-moncy 
iwd savings, Lad become master of a small sum in the three per cent. 
eoDsols. 

He retired with the imrposc of enjoying this income in the wild 
Highltuid glen in which, when a boy, he had herded black cattle and 
goats, ere the roll of the drum had made liim cock bis bonnet an inoli 
liigLcr, and follow its mu-sic for nearly forty years. To his recollec¬ 
tion, Uiis retired spot was tinparalleled in beauty by the richest scenes 
he had visited in his wanderings, liven the Happy Valley of Knssc- 
las would have sunk into iiotiiing upon the comparison, lie came— 
he revisited the loved scene; it was but a stevil glen, surroimdcd 
with rude crags, and traversed by a northern lori-ent. This was not 
the worst. The fires liad been quenched upon thirty hcarflw -of 
the cottage of iiis fathers he could hut distingui,sh a few rud(‘ .stonc.s 
.—the language, was almost extingiii-slicd—^the ancieiit race, from 
which he boasted las descent had fonnd a refuge heYoiui the At- 
„„ tic. One southland funner, three grey-plaided shepherds, and 
Wi' dogs, now tenanted the whole glen, which in his youth had 
maintained in eonlent, if not in competence, ujiwards of two hun¬ 
dred inhahitanis. 

In the house of the new tenant, Sergeant M'AIpin found, however, 
an unexpected source of pleasure, and a ineuiw of enqdwi ing his 
social aileclious. His sister Janet had fortunately entertained so 
strong a persnn.sion that her brother would one day return, that she 
had refused to accom))any her kinsfolk upon their emigi'ation. 
Kay, slie had consented, tlnmgh not without a feeling of degradtk- 
tion, to lake service with the intruding Lowlauder, wJio, though a 
fiaxon, she said, tnul proved a kind man to her. 'i'his unexpected 
meeting with his sister seemed a cure for all the disappointments 
which it had liecn Sergeant More’s lot to encounter, jiltliough it 
was not witliout a reluctant tear that he licard told, ns a High¬ 
land woman alone could tell it, the story of the expatriation of Ids 
kinsmen. 

She narrated at great IcugUi the vain offers they had made of ad¬ 
vanced rent, the payment *)f which niu^t liave reduced them to the 
extremity of poverty, whieli they svere jot cimteiited to face,for per- 
BiUsion to live and ^e on their native soil. Kor did Janet forget the 
portents which had announced the dei>urtarc of the Celtic race-, and 
the amvol of the stranger!-, l-’or t^^o years previous to the eniigra- 
the night-wind howled down tlie pass of Balaehra, its 
distiucllj modelled to the tune of^ ‘‘JIaiil mihtlidh” 
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(“ Wc rcluni no more,”) witli wliicli tlio emijyi'fttits usually Wd fare¬ 
well to their native shores. The uncouth cries of the Suutlilaud 
shepherds, and the barking of their dogs, were often Uesurd in the 
mist of the hills long before their actual anival. A baxd, tlie last of 
his race, had commemorated the expulsion of the niilires of the glen 
ill a tunc, which brought tears into the aged eyes of the veteran, and 
of which the first stanza mixy be thus rendered 

Wo, wo, son oftlio I.o\vUiiwIcr, 

Wliy wilt tliuu leave tMnc own Iionny liordor ? 

Wily comes tlion liltbcr, lUatnrbln;; tlic Uighlandcr, 

Wasting tbu glcn Uiiit was ones la fair order? 

What added to Sergeant More M‘Alpiu’s distress upon tlie occa¬ 
sion wis, that the chief by whom Ibis cliange had been ollbcted, was, 
by tradition and common opinion, held to represent the niicieiit 
leaders and fatliers of the e.vpelled fugitives; and it had liitlicrto 
lioen one of Sergeant More’s principal subjects of pride to prove, by 
genealogical deduction, in what degree of kindred lie stood to this 
personage. A woful change now wrought in his sentiments to¬ 
wards him. 

“ I cannot curse him,” he said, as he rose and strode tlirough the 
room, wlicii Janet’s narrative was finished—I will not curse him; 
he is the descendant and representative of my fathers. But never 
vliall mortal man hear me name Ids luamc ngain.” And he kept his 
word; for, until his dying day, no man heard him mention his selfish 
mid hard-hearted clueftain. 

After giving a day to sad recollections, the liardy spirit which had 
tal l ied liim through so many dangers, manned the Sergeant’s bosom 
egainst tiiLs cruel disappointment. “ lie would go,” he said, “ to 
Canada to his kinsfolk, where they Imd named a Transatlantic vnl- 
l.'Y after the glcn of tlicir fathers. Janet,” lie said, “should kilt her 
coats like a leaguer lady; d—n the distance! it was a flea's leap to 
tlie voyages and marches he had made on a sliglitcr occasion.” 

Witli this purpose he left the Highlands, and came with IJ.s sister 
as far as Gaiiderelcugh, on liis way to Glasgow, to take a pa.ss.agc to 
Canada. Bat winter was now set ui, and as be thought it lulvi.sablo 
to wail for a spring passage, when the St Lawrence should be open, 
lie settled among us for the few months of his stay in Britain. As, 
we said before, the respectable old man met witli deference and atten¬ 
tion from all ranks of .society; and when spring returned, ho was so 
satisfied with hi.s qmirters, tJiat he did not renew the purpose of Ids 
voyage. Janet was afraid of the sea, and he himself felt tlie infir¬ 
mities of age and hard service more than he had at first expected. 
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And, lie eonfemed to tho W worthy princit>iil, Mr 

CinibboAara, "it vae bettOT staying witli keud friends, tlian going 
fintiier uid fiuiiig worse.” 

He tbwfifbre established himself and his domieile at Chmderdiengh 
to tho great satisiaction, as we have alrea^ stdd, of all its inhaM- 
tiutta, to whom he become, in respect of i^itary intelligence, and 
aide commentaries upon ^c newspaper, gazettes, and bulletins, a 
very oracle, explanatory of all marti^ events, past, p.’csent, or to 
come. 

It is true, the Sergeant hod Ins inconsistencies. He was a steady 
Jacobite, his father and his four nnoles iiaving been out in the forty- 
five ; but he was a no less steady adherent of King George^ in whose 
service he had made his little fortune, and lost three brothers; so 
that yon were in equal danger to displeose him, in terming Prhice 
Charles tho Pretender, or by saying any thing derogatory to the 
dignity of Kiiig George. Pi^her, it must not be denied, that w'hen 
the day of receiving his dividends came around, tlic Sergeant was 
apt to tarry longer at tho Wallace Anns of an evening, than was con¬ 
sistent with strict temperance, or indeed with liis worldly interest; 
for upon these occasions, his compotators sometimes contrived to 
flatter Iris partialities by singing Jacobite songs, and drinking confu¬ 
sion to Bonaparte, and the health of the Duke of Wellington, until 
tho Sergeant was not only flattered into paying the whole reckoning, 
but occasionally indneed to lend small snms to his interested compa¬ 
nions. After such sprays, ns he called them, w'cro over, and his 
temper once more cool, he seldom failed to thank God, and the Duke 
of York, who hod matlc it much more difficult for an old soldier to 
rain himself by his folly, than had been tho case in lus younger 
days. 

It was not on such occasions that I made a pari of tSergeant 
More M'Alpin’s society. But often, when my leisure would imr- 
mit, I used to sock him, on what he called his moroing and even- 
inf parade, on which, when the weather was fair, he appeared as 
r^wrly as if summoned by tnct of drum. IHs morning walk 
ijiu honeatli (he elms in the cUiirch-yard; “ for dealh.” lie t-.iid, 
“ had been his next-door neighbour for so many years, that he hiuj 
no apology for dropping the ncquivintanoe.” His evening prorac. 
node was on tho bleaching-greon liy the river-side, whore he wa4 
nometimcs to be scon on an o|»‘n boiuh, with spoctnolo.i on nose*, 
conning over tho uowspaiK'i;; to a circle of village p<»liticiftns, ex¬ 
plaining milit.ary terms, and aiding the cnniprcliension of his licarcrs 
by linos dnitvn oti tho ground with the end of lik riUlnn. (V 



iJiTnoDncnox to a ugbns op mortbosk.- tU 

other occasions, lie was snrroundcd by a bevy of acbool-boya, whom 
he sometimes drilled to the manual, and sometimes, with less appm* 
batiou on the part of their parents, instructed in the ntystcry of 
artificial fire-works; for in Use case of public rf^oknufps, the !^r- 
preant was pyrotechnist (as the Encycloptsdia calls it) to the*villa^ 
of Gandercleugh. 

It was in liis morning walk that I most frequently met with the 
veteran. And 1 can hardly yet look upon the vSlage footpath, over* 
shadowed by the row of lofty elms, without thinking I seo his 
upright form advancing towni^ me with measured step, and his 
cane advanced, ready to pay me the military salute—But he a 
(lead, and sleeps, with his fiiithftil Janet, under the third of those 
very trees, counting from the stile at the west comer of the church¬ 
yard. 

The deUght which I had in Sergeant M'Alpin’s eonversatiou, 
related not only to his own adventures, of which he Itad encountered 
many in the course of a wandering life, but also to bis recollection 
of numerous Highland traditions, in which his youth had been in¬ 
structed by liis parents, and of which ho would in after life have 
deemed it a kind of heresy to question the andieutkity. Many of 
these lielonged to the wars of Montrose, in whieli some of tlie Ser¬ 
geant’s ancestry had, it seems, taken a distinguished part. It has 
happened, that, although these civil commotions reflect the highest 
lionour upon the Highlanders, being iudeed the first occasion upon 
which they sliewed themselves superior, or even equal to their Low- 
country neighbours in military encounters, they have been less cora- 
rnemoratod among them than any one would have expected, judging 
from the abundance of traditions which they have preserved upon 
less interesting sulgccts. It was, therefore, with great pleasure, 
that I extracted from my militarj friend some curious particu¬ 
lars respecting that time; they are mixed with that measure of 
the wild and wonderful wliieh belongs to the period and the narra¬ 
tor, hut which I do not in the least object to the reader’s treating 
with disbelief, provided he will bo so good as give implicit credit to 
tho natural events of the story, which, like all those which 1 have : 
hod the honour to put under his noti^, actually rest upon a basis of. 
truth. 
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Tax iJKixinD OV MojNiROSx was wriUen chSefly witb a view to place 
befbre the reader the melancholy fate of John Tjord KQpont, oldest sun of 
Wfflam Gaii of Airth, and Menteitk and the singular oircamstacces attend- 
lag ^ Uhth and history of James Stewart of ^dvoirlich, by whoso hand 
the unfortuaate noUeman fell. 

Our subject loads us to talk of deadly feuds, and we must begin witli one 
stiU more ancient than that to which oar sto^ relates. During the roign 
of James IV. a great fhnd between the powerful families of Drummond, 
and Murray divided Perthshire. Ihe..former, being the most nu'meroas 
and powerful, cooped up eight score of the Murrays in the Kirit of Moni* 
vaird, and set fire to it. The wives and tho children of the ill-fated men, 
who had also found shelter in tho church, perished bv the same oouflagra- 
tion. One man, named David Murray, escaped by the humauity of one of 
the Drummonds, who received him in his arms os ho leapetl from amongst 
the flames. As Xing Junes IV. rtfled with more activity than most of his 
predecessors, this omol deed was severely revenged, and several of the prer- 
petratOTS wore beheaded at Stiiiing. In consequence of tho prosecution 
ogninrt hk clan, the Drummond by whose assistance David Murray hod 
escaped, fled to Ireland, until, means of the peraon who,so life he had 
saved, he was permitted to return to Scotland, where he and his desooud' 
ants were distangniahed by the name of Drummond-Eirinioh, or Emoch, 
that is, Drummond of Ireland; and the same title was bestowed on their 
estate. 

The Dnuamond-Bmoch of James the Sixtii’s time was a king's forester 
in the forest of Glenartnoy, and chanced to be employed there in search of 
venison about the year Iw8, or early in 1589. This forest was adjacent 
to the chief haunts of the HacGn^rs, or a particular race of them, known 
hy the title <^MacEagh or Children of the Mist, ^ey considered the for* 
Xstes's hunting in their vieinity as an aggression, or perhaps they had him 

ftud for the iqiprehension or slaughter of some ol their own name, or 
pM' some tisailar reason. This tribe of MaeGregors were outlawed and per* 
lifted, as the reader may see in the Introduction to Bob Boy; and every 
nan’s hand being ag^nst them, their hand was of course directed,against 
every man. In wort they sniprised and slew Drummond-Emoch,'cut off 
hia head, and carried it with them, wrapt in the comer of one of thek plaids. 

In ^ fitU exultation of vengeance, they stopped at the house of Ard- 
tOirUclL and demanded refreshment, whioh the htdy, a sister of the mar- 
dmd X^nuaond'Braooh (her husband being absent), was afraid or unwib 
ting tn refiise. She caused bread and cheese to be plitoed before them, 
and gave direotions for more substantial refreshments to be prepared. 
While shf was absent with this hoqiitable intention, the barbarians placed 
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tito hoa(1 of her hmthar on. Uie table, filling tho moutli wHlt breed eMd 
oheeee, and bidding him eat, for many a merry mod be bad esten la that 
houis. The poor woman returning and beooiding tide dreadful id^t, 
chrieked doud, and fled faito the iroc^, where, aa ^wibad fat tfaa reafamee, 
ehe roamed a raving manioo, and for aomo tiara seorated bemalf iim aU 
livingaociety. Some remaining instinctive feeling brought her at fan^th to 
steal a glance from a dfattanoe at the maidens wfaue they milked the eoeta, 
which being observed, her bosbaad, Ardvoirlich^ had her conveyed bask to 
her home and detained her there till she gave birtb to a child, of whom she 
had boon pregnant; aitor which die was observed pradoelly te recover her 
mental faouitiea. 

Meanwhile the outlaws bad carried to the utmost their insolts against 
the r^l authority, which indcort as exorcised, they had Httle reason iOrre< 
spectiug. They bore the same bloody trophy, which they bad so savagdy 
exhibit^ to the lady of ArdvoirUob, into ibe old Oburen of Bolquhidder, 
nearly in the centre of their country, where the Laird of MacGregor and all 
his clan, being convened for the purdoae, laid their hands suecessively oh. 
the dead mane head, and swore m heathenish and barbarous manner, to 
clefend the author of the deed. This fierce and vindictive combioarion g^ve . 
the anther’s late and lamented friend. Sir Alexaudw Boswell, Bart, subject 
for a spirited poem, entitled *' dan Alpih's Vow,” which was priatod, but 
not. I believe, publisbod. in 181L* 

The fact is ascertained by a proelamation from tlie Privy Council, dated 
ItU Fobruan', 1589, directing lettore of fire imd sword against the Mao- 
Gregors, s This femul commission was executed with uncommon fury. 
'Jlie lato excelleut John Buchanan of Cambusnioie showed the author some 
currospoiidenoo between his onoestor, the Xialrd of Buchanan, and Lord 
iirumniond, about sweeping certain valleys with their.foUowers, on a fixed 
time and rendesrous, and "taidDg sweet revenge for the death of their 
cimsin, Druminond-Ernooh.” In spite of all, however, that could be done, 
the devoted tribe of MacGregor still bred up survivors to susttiin and to 
inflict new orueltios and injuries.3 

Meanwhile young James Stewartof Ardvoirlich grew up to manhood un¬ 
commonly tall, strong, and active, with euoh power in tho grasp of his hand 
in particular, as could force the blood from beneath tho nails of tho penone 
who contended with him in this feat of etrongili. His temfiOr was moody, 
fiorce, and irascible; yet ho must have had sumo ostensible good quolitica, 
ax ho was gi’oatly beloved by Lord Kilpont, tho eldest son of the Bari of 
Airth iind Montcith. 

Tliis gallant young nobleman joined Montrose in the setting up his stand¬ 
ard in 1644, just before the decisive battio at Tippennuin on the 1st Sep¬ 
tember in that year. At that time, Stewart of AnlvoirUon diared the eon- 
fidonoe of tho young Lord by day, nod hie bod by night, when, about Ipw or 
tiro days after tho battle, Ardvoirlioh, either from a fit of sudden fan or 
doop malico long entortained against his unsuspecting friend, stabbed Loud 
K ilpont to the heart, and escaped from tho camp of Montrose, having kitied' 

I .^ce Appendix, Ko I. 

s See Appendix. No II. , . 

II ambneo the opportunity givoo me by a second tnSntlon of this tribe, to DOtwil’ 
an error, wbicU Iniputee to an tndividoal nsiued Ciar Uahr MscClresor. tlie slas^bter 
of the students at tlie battle of Glenfruin,' 1 am Informed from tba authority of JobU 
Oregonon, Esq. that the chieftain m named was dead nearly a esntary beforo tho battio 
ill question, and could not, therefore, hare done Hie cruel action, menthmad. Tho 
aislake does not reat with me, as I disdalmed being resimnsible for tbs tiadltloa 
while I quoted it. but witli vulg^ fame wbidi is alnays disposed to asertbe remariiablo 
artienu to a remarkable nauio.—See the erroneous passi^, Rob Roy, lutrodooUon. 
p. vii.t and so soft eleep the oOended phaaiom of Dugald Clar Mohr. 
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ft idio attempted to detain Um. 'B'uibop Guthrie gives as a reason 

i^mSt iWsnoiis aetidn, that Lord ICilpont had n^ented vrith ahhorrenoe a 
imKlinl of AMvnirtiMi to Msassinatollontooso. Bot it does not wpeas 
tWetfere is any sathority for this charge, whieh rests on mere susplmon; 
4xd?MttIoh| ttre assaiedn, certoiniy did fly to toe Covsnantras, and \«as 
and ptomotod by them. He obtained a pardon for the shiughtes' 
Of 'LoM Kilpont, confirmed by Pariioment in IfiM, and vvas made Major of 
Atgyto’s rWnneni in 1648. Snob an the facts pt the tale, here given as a 
thgead Montrose's wars, reader «iU find they are considerably 
'i^torod in the fictitious nsmtive. 

The author has endeavoured to enliven the tragedy of the tale by the in- 
trodnotiim of a personage proper to the time and ootmtry. In this he has 
been held by oxcelleut jud^ to have been in some d^ee suocossful. Ihs 
Contempt of commerce entortainod by young men having some pre¬ 
tence to gentility, the povmty of the country of Scotland; the National dis- 
poeitlon to wanruring and to odventnre, all cohduc^l to lead the Soots 
abroad into the military service of countries which were at war with each 
other. Thiy were distingnitoed on the Oontinent by their bravery; but 
in adopting the trade of tacrcenary toldicrs, thgr necessarily injum thoir 
nattotud character. Tho tincture ot learning whitib most of them possessed, 
degenerated into podahlry; thoir good brcediog.beoamo more ccromonfnt; 
th^r fear of dishonour no longer kept them aloof from toat which was really 
unworthy, but was made to ilopud on certain punctilious observances 1 otnlly 
apart from that which was in itself deserving of yraise. A cavalier of 
honour, in search of his fortune, might, for example, dbango his son’ico os 
bb Would his shirt; fight, like tho doughty Cnptsan Dolgotty, in ouo causa 
after another, wHhaut regard to the justice of the nu-aiTel. oud might 
plunder tho poisantry subjeototl to him by the fate ofwar with the most 
nnretonting rapacity; but he must bewaro how he sustained tho slightest 
reproach, oven from a clergyman, if it had regnnl to neglect ontlic scoroof 
dutv. Tho following occurrence will prove the truth of what T mean 

Here 1 must not forgot tho memory of ono pieachor. Master William 
Forhesso, a preacher for souldiers, yon, and a oaptuinc in needo to leculo 
souldiers on a good occasion, being full of courage, with discration and 
good conduct, beyond some captnlncs 1 liavo knowno, that wore not so 
capable as he. At this time he not onely prayed for us, but went on with 
us, to remarkc, as 1 tliinke, men's earring; and harin;; found a sergeant 
neglecting his dntio and his honour ut such a time (whoso name 1 will not 
expressed havi^ chidden him, did promise to revoale him unto mu as he did 
after their service. The smgoant being called before me, ami accused, did 
deny his accusation, allcaging, if he were no ttastonr that had olleogM it, 
ho woidd not lie under tho injury. Tho proaoher ofCoi-od to fight with him, 
[in proof) that it was truth he bad spoken of him ; whoreuiion I cu.shlerotl 
toe sergeant, and gave his place to a worthier, called Mungo Gray, a gentle¬ 
man of good worth and of much courage. 'H>o sorgeant being cashiered, 
tMiver omiod Master William to account, for wItiuU ho nms evil] thwight of; 
, so tottt he retired home, and quit tins wanes.” 

Tho above quotation is iukon from a work which the niitlugwopoatedly 
consulted whuo composing the following sheets, and which is in gr^ 
measure written in toe humour of Captain Dugnld Balgotty. It bears m 
f^lewipg formidable title:—" Monbo his Expedition witli the worthy ticota 
M,'nailed MucKeyo’s B^imeut, lorieii bi August KliK!, by Sir 
^'li^Keye I/ird Bees Colonel, for tiU Mi^astic’s service of Beumark, 
)ueM afW tho battle of Ncriing, in Soptomber 1C34, at Wonuee, in 
^: Buohargod in st'veral datiee and observations of service, first, 
^ magnanimous King of Bwtmark, during hie wars ngahist t^ 
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qpiie; aftenrardg under tb« inTineibla King of Kvadeo. during ]ibi 
^eitie’s lifotitne; and sinee under ibo JDireotor Oenend^^Ben-CbMU- 
llor Ozonateme, and his QanenUs: CkiUoctoil and gnthored tognthw, ai 
are hours, hy Colonel Robeirt Monro, as First Lient^tast under tlM' s^ 

^or to the noble Ixird, ihe X«H^iurl of Soafortfa, for the use of^ 
ble Cavaliera favouring the iaudabto profession of MWi. fo whudi ii 
inczod, the Abridgemoit of Bxereise, and diwm Praotioid Obeorrations 
r tlto younger OfBeer, his ooasideratipn. with the SoIdieFa Medi- 

tions on going on SqrTi(!e.”>~l<oBdo% 1687. 

Another worthy of the some school, and nearly the same rienu of the 
ilitary obaractor, is Sir James Tumor, a soldier of fortune, who rose to 
usiderablo rank in the reign of Cbru-les 11., bad a enmtnand in Callow^ 
id Dumfriesshire, for the suppresaiou of oonvontieleB, and was msdo 
isoner by die insurgent Covenanters in that risii^ which was followed 
' the batUe of Peut&td." Sir James is a parson even of st^rior proten- 
ms to lioutonimt-ColoDel Mpnro, haviim written a miUtoi^ Troatise on 
0 Piko-Exorcise, called " PaUas Annata.” Moreover, be was educated at 
asgnw College, thou^ he oscapod to beebtne an Knsign in the German 
irn, instead of taking his ds^s of Moster of Arts at tliat loamod 
7ninai7. 

In lattor times, he was author, of sovend discourses on historical and 
crary subjects, from which the Bsnnatyne Club have extracted and 
■intoil such passages as concern his life and limes, underlie title of "Bir 
,mes Turners Momoirs." From this curious book I extract the following 
ssago, as an oxamplo of how Captain Dalgetty might hare recorded such 
. incident bad he k«mt a journal ; or, to ^ve it a more just cliaracter, it 
such as the genius of Da Foe would have doviimd, to give the minute and 
slinguishing features of truth to a detitious narrative:— 

“ Ilecie I will set doun ano accident befell me; fur tliogh it was not a 
iry str.wgo ono, yet It was a rory od one in all ils parts. My too fcrigads 
V iu a village within halfa a mite of Applebio; my own quarter wts In a 
iiitlonian's bouse, who was a liitmaster^ and at that time with Sir Manna- 
iko; ids wife keepd her ohamlier, roadie to l>e brought to bed. The castle 
sing over, and Lambert farre enough, I resolved to goe to bod overie night, 
A'uing had fatigue enough befiHra. The first night I slce^ well enoi^h; 
d riseing nixt morning, I misd ono Unnen stouklne, one h^dfe silke one, 

1.1 one boothoso, the aocoustrinuent undorabooto for one 1%; neither 
iild they Ik) found for any search. Being provided of more of the same 
tid, I made myselfo i-oddie, and rode to tlie head-quarters. At my retumo, 
iionlil hearo no news of my stoekins. That night I went to bod, and nixt 
ornim; found mysolfo just so used ; missing tlie tbrse stoekins for one 
? onlic, tho other tliroo being left intire as they were the day before. . 
narrower scorch than the was made, ik>t without successo. I had 

■t in re.sorve one paire of whole stockings, and a paire of boothoso, greator 
an tbo former. 'I'hese 1 put on my. le$^. Tho third morning I found 
o B-ome usage, the stoekins for one leg onlio loft me. It waS'Mmo for 
9 then, and my servants too, to imaglno it must bo rats that had shard 
y stoekins so inequaltic with mo; and this tho mistress of the bonse . 
lew well enough, bot wold not toll it mo. Tho roomo, which was a low. 
riour, being well suarcbod with candles, tho ton of my grsat boothoso 
u found at a hole, iu which they had drawne ail toe nist. 1 went abroad. 
id ordord the bmr Is to be raised, to see bow the rata had disposd nm 
oveablos. Tho mistress sent a servant of bar oune to be prsaent at this 
ition which she know coneemd her. One board being bot a Utle opond, 
iitle Isiy of mine tiirinitiii his hand, and fetohd with hhnfouroandtuentio 
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Md poMiM of eoU, and one anj^di. The sorrant of the honiio affirmed 
•mpertohid to ii* mistree. The boy bringing the gold to mo, I \vcnt iuinie^^ 
eOatlie to the gontleiroiiuins chamber, and told her, It irae probable Lam^ 
bert hareing quMterd io that hotise, oe indeed he had, somo of hie servantjl' 
might baTohiid that gold; and if so it irae lawfuilie mine; hot if she conld 
make it appeore it beiongd to her 1 sould humodiatUe ^re it her. Tlif 
poore gontlovoinan told mo with many toares, that her hushtmd being nonq 
of the fragatiest men (and indeed he wa.s a s^dthrift), she had hid that 
gold without his knonlodgOj to make uee of it as she had occasion, espocialliq; 
when she lay in; and conjured mo, as 1 lord the King, (for whom her 
busVinnd and she bod suffci^ much), not io dotaine her gold. She said, if 
Uiere was either more or lesse than fvnro and tuentie whole peeces, and twn^ 
halfe ones, it sould be none of bers) and that they w^ put by her in u rv. (' 
velvet purse. After I had mven her assureance of bor gold, a now search 
is made, the other angcll is found, tho velvet purse all gnawd in hit-', as 
niy stockins wore, ond the gold instautlie reatord to the gontlowonmn. i 
have often heard that the eating or gnawing of cloths by rats i.s ominous, 
and portends some mischance to fall on these to whom the cloths boiung. 

I iliank (>0(11 was never addicted to such divinations, or hocdesl thoi.n. It 
is true, that more misfortunes than one fell on mo shorttic after; hot I arn 
f-uro 1 could have bettor forseono them myselfo then rats or any such wr- 
ininc, and yet did it not. I hare hoard indeed many fine stortes told of 
rats, how they abandon houses and ships, when the first are to be bunih, 
and the second dronnd. Naturalists say they are very sitgacious creatures, 
and I boleevo they are so; hot I sball never bo of tbo opinion they can for- 
800 future contingencies, w'hich I supiioBe tho divell mmsolfo can noitlicr 
forknow nor fortoli; these being things which tho Airnightie hath kcepll. 
Iiiddcn in the bosomo of his divine proscionoe. And whilhor the great (Jod 
h.ath preordained or predostinated those things, which to us are conlipgcut, 
to fall out by ane uncontrollable and unavoidable ucoessilic, is a question 
not yot decided.”* 

In ^noting these ancient avithorities, I must not forgot tho more modem 
sketch of a«oottish soldier of Uio old fashion, by a niaster^hand, in tbo 
cliaraotor of l..c«nnabagow, since tho existence of that doughty captain alone 
innst deprive tho present author of all claim to absolute originality. Stall 
Dalgotty, ns tho production of bis own fancy, has been so far a favourite 
with its parent, that ho has fallen into tho error of assigning to the CripUiin 
too prominent a part in tho story. This is the opinion of a critic who' 
encamps on the highest pinnacles of literature; and tlio author is so far 
fortunate in haring incurred his censure, tliat it gives his modesty a docent 
apology for quoting the proase, which It would havo iU-l.otitti d him Ui. 
bring forward in .m unmiiigled etato. The passage occurs in the IMiuburgh 
ileviow, No. 5fi, coiitainii^ a criticism on Ivanhoe ;~ 

“ There is too much, perSapt, of Dalgotty— or rather, ho cngro.sses too 
groat a proportion of the wort—for, in himself, wo think ho is niiii'ornily 
entertaining ; and tbo author has nowhere shown more affinity to that 
matchless spirit who could bring out his Folstafib and his Tislels, in act 
after act, and play after play, and exorcise them every time with scones of 
nnbotmdod loquacity, wiUiout either exhausting their humour or varying 
a note from its ebara^erUtio tone, than in his large and reiterated speci 
mens of tlio oiomienco of the redoubted Bitt-mns^r. The general idea o 
the character is familiar to our comic dramatists after tho Restoration— 
and may ho said in some measure to be compounded of Captain Fluellm 
and Bobadil; but the ludicrous uombinatiou of the soUado with ttio divinity j 

> Sir James Tursir's Hemuits, Bannstyns cdUion, p &S. 
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ot Maresclial-CuUege, is entirely original; and the mixture of 
lent, selfishness, courage, coarseness, and conceit, was never so happily 
■eniplifieil Nmaarous as his speeches are, there is not one that is not 
Isracteristic—and, to our taste, diverUngly ludicrous.’’ 


APPENDIX. 


No. I. 

The fioareJty of my lato frion-Vs poem may bo an oxouso for atJdiujcf 
tho spiritotl concluftiou of Clan Alpha's vow. Tho Clan Orcjyor has met 
hi tho ancionfc church of Bolquhiddcr. The hoacl of iMnimiuond-EniocU 
is pl.iccd on the altar, covered for a time with tho banner of tho tribe. The 
Chief of tho tribe advances to the altar' 


** And pau8in£r» on the banner gased: 
STlien cried In scorn, his Unger raised, 
'This wiis the boon of Ecotlaud's king { 
And witli a quick asd angry fling. 
Totting the pageimt screen away, 

The (lead rnnn's bead iieforc him luy. 
UnroovCsl lio scann'd (he visage ci*«r, 

3*)*o clotted locks were dark with gore, 

Mio !’( Uuros with convulsion grim. 

The eyes t*ontorted, sunk, and dmi, 
lliit tinapp.'ill'd, in angry mood, 

Witij lowering brow, unmoved he stood, 
Upon tlie head his bared right hand 
lie laid, the other grasp’d his bmtid: 
Tlion kneeling, cried, *ToUeavcn 1 swear 
This deed of death I own, and shuro; 
s truly, fully mine, as though 
lii» my right tiand had dealt the blow; 
Cknno, then, our foenion, one, come ail; 

If to reven^ this caitiff's fall 

(>iio blade ie bnred, one bow is drawn. 

Aline cvorlftstingptficc 1 pawn, 

To claim from them, or claim front him, 
In retribution, limb for limb. 


In sudden fmy, or open strife. 

This Keel ^hall render life for iUe.* 

** lie ceased; and al his beckoning nod, 
Tho clau.^meo to tho altar trod; 

Aud not a whisjier breathed around, 

And naught waa heard of mortal sound, 
Have from the clanking arms they bore, 
Tliat rattled on the marble floor; 

Anti each, as he apjwoach'd in hnsti'. 
IJtion the scalp his right hand placed ; 
j With livid Up, and gather'd brow, 

Each utter'd, lu his uim, Hie vow. 
b'ioree Malcolm watch’d tho passing scene, 
■ Aud search’d them thro* with glances kec.is 
Then dash'd a tear*drop from hie eye; 

! Unhid it caTno-~he knew not why. 

I Exulting high, he towering stood: 

] * Kinsmen!' ho cried, ’ of Alpin's tdood, 
t And worthy of Clan Alpio's name, 

I IJnstaiu'd by cowardice and shame. 

E'en do, spare noeht, in time of ill 
Shall bo Clan Alpiu's legend still I 


No. IL 

Tt lins boon disputed whether the Cbildron of the Miat were actual Mac* 
Iro^rors, or whether they were not outlaws named MacDonald, belon^rin^ 
» Ardnamurehan, 'I'he following act of tho lS*ivy Council seems to decide 
be question 

JB'iiinburffJi, 4f/^ Ffhrunry 1560. 

j ** The same day, the Lords of Secret Council being crodibho infbnnod 
»f yo cniol and mischeivous proceeding of yo wicked Claogrigor, so lang 
jpiiiinueing in blood, slaughters, bership-s, manifest reifU,^ ana stouthii 
^imitted upon his llleucss* peaceable and good subjects; inhabiting ya 
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ccmfitriefi «weiit to bmys uf ye Highlands, thSr uon; years bygone; t 
•peeially heir after ye cruel murder of umqll Jo. Drummond of Drum 
inoneyryueh, his Msijesties proper tennant, and ano ol his fosters of Glon 
artney, cmnndtted tqmn ye day of last bypast, be certain of y 

said elan, bo ye council and determination of yo haill, avow and to dofen. 
ye authors yrof qoerer wald perse# for revenge of ye same, qll yo 
Jo. was occupied In seokbrg of venison to his Hieness, at command of Pat 
Iiord Drummond, stewart of Strathame, and prinoi^ forrester of Glen 
artney; the Queen, his Majesties dearest spouse, being yn shortlie looke< 
fur to arrive in this re.alm. Likoas, after ye murder committed, ye authon 
yrof catted off ye said umqll Jo. Druummund’s head, and carried the same 
to the Laird of M'Grigo;, vrho, and the biuU somame of M'Grigors, puc«, 
posely oonveined upon the Sunday yrofter, at the Eirk of Bnehquhidaer; 
qr they caused yo said umqll John’s head to ho pnted to ym, and yr 
avowing ye sd murder to have been committed by yr communion, council, 
and determination, laid yr hands upon the pow, and in citbnik, and bar- 
Istrous manner, swear to defend ye authors of ye sd murder, in maist 
proud contempt of our soym I^rd and his authontie, and in evil oxami)lo 
to others wicked limmaris to do yo like, give ya sail be suffiired to remain 
unpunished.” 

Then follows a commission to the Earls of Huntly, Ar^le, Athole, Mon¬ 
trose, Pat. Lord Drummond, Ja. Commendator of Incheftray, And. Camp- 
bcl of Ijocbinnel, Duncan Campbel of Ardkinglas, Lauchlane M'Intosh of 
Donnauchtane, Sir Jo. Murrya of TuUibardun, knt.. Geo. Buohanan of that 
Ilk, and And. M'Earlano of Aadquochcr, to search for and apprehend Alaster 
M'Grigor of Glenstro (and a mimber of others nominatim), " and all others' 
of the said Clangrigor, or ye assistai-s, cnli>ab1o of tlie said odious murther. 
or of thift, reset of thift, herships, and somings, qiwor they may bo appre¬ 
hended. And if they refuse to bo taken, or flees to strengths and houses, 
to pursue and assego them with Are and sword; and this commission to 
endure for the space of three years." 

Such was the system of pohoo in 1589; and such the state of Scotland 
lumrly thirty years after the llefonnation. 


POSTSCRIPT. 


While tlroso pages were passing through the press, the author rocoivec 
a letter from the present ^bert Stewart of Ardvoirlioh, favouring hin 
with the account of the unhappy slaughter of Lord Kilpont, differing from 
and more pi-obablo than, that given by Bishop Wishait, whoso narrativi 
infers cither insanity or the blackest troocUery on the pai-t of Jamoi 
Stewart ol Ardvoirlioh, the ancestor of the present family of that name 
It is but fair to give the entire oommunication os received from my rf 
spooled coiTospondent, which is more minute than the histories of th 
I^od. 

“ Although 1 have not the honour of being ]>ersonaUy known to you, 1 
hope you will excuse theliberty i vbw take, in addressing you on tho suhjecl 
of a transaetioa more than once alluded to by you, in which ao ancestor w 
mine was unhappily conceme<l. I allude to the simighter of Iiord Kilp<ui% 
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son of tho Earl of Airtlk and Monteith, in 1644, by James Stewart of Ant* 
vuirlich. As tbe causo of this nnhamy event, and tho quarrel which led to 
it, have never been correctly statoa in any hietory of the period in which 
it took place, I am induced, in consequence of your having, in the second 
series of your admhublo Talcs on tho History of Scotland, adopted Wishort’s 
version of the transaction, and heinff awai'e that your haviuK done so will 
stamp it with an authenticity which it does not merit, and with a view, as 
far as possible, to do justice to tho memory of my unfortunate ancestor, to 
send you the account of this affair as it has been banded down in tho 
family. 

“ James StowM't of Ardvoirliob, who lived in the early part of tho 
seventeenth century, and who was tho unlucky cause of the slaughter of 
Ijord Kilpont, ns betoro mentioned, was appointed to the command of one 
of several independent companies inised m tho Highlands at tho com¬ 
mencement of tho troubles in the reign of Charles 1.; another of these 
companies was under the command of Lord Kilpont, and a strung intimacy, 
strengthened by a distant relationship, subsistod between them. When 
Montrose raised the royal standard, Ardvoirhoh was one of the first to 
declare for him, and is said to have been a principal moans of bringing over 
Lord Kilpont to tho same cause; and they accordingly, olong with Sir 
John Drummond and their rospootivo followers, joined Montrose, as re¬ 
corded by Wishart, at Buohimty. While they served together, so strong 
was their intimacy, that they livod and slept in the same tent. 

“ In tho moan time, Montrose had boon joined by the Irish under tho 
command of Alexander Macdonald; these, on their march to join Montrose, 
hail committed some excesses Oh lauds belonging to Ardvolrlicii, which lay 
in the lino of their march froin tho west coast. Of this Ai'dvoirlich oom- 
i.'iainod to Montrose, who,) rolifibly wishing as much as possible to conci- 
liato his now allies, treated it in rather an evaaivo manner. Artlvoirlich, 
who was a man of violent passions, haring faUod to roooivo such satisfac¬ 
tion .Ts ho required, cUalleiigcsi Macdonald to single combat. Before they 
mot, howover, Montvo.so, on tlio information and by advice, as it is said, of 
Kilpont, laid them botli unoicr arrost. Montrose, sooing tho evils of such 
a feud at such a critical time, offeotod a sort of reconciliation hetwoon 
tlioni, and forced them to sliako hands in his presence; when, it xvas said, 
tliat Ardvoirlicb, who wan a very }>owerful man, took such a hold of Mac¬ 
donald’s hand as U> make tiio blood start i'row his fingers. Still, it would 
appear, Ardvoirlich was by no mean.s reconcilod. 

“ A few days aftw the battle of Tippomiuir, when Montrose with his 
army was encamped at C'oilaco, an entortaiumout was given by him to his 
officers, in honour of tho victory ho had obtained, and Kilpont and his 
cemrado Ardvoirlich were of tho party. After returning to tbeir quar¬ 
ters, Ardvoirlich, who soomed still to brood over his quarrel with Mac¬ 
donald, and being hcivteil with drhd,, began to blame Lord Kilpont for tic 
jiiujt he had token in prevonting his obtaining ludross, and rollooting 
against Montro.so for not allowing him what ho con.siderod proper repara¬ 
tion. Kilpont of course dofetidod tlio conduct of himself and hts relafivo 
Montrose, till their aignmout came to high words, and finally, froiu tbc 
stnte they wore both in, by an easy transition, to Idows, when Arilvoirlioh, 
with his dirt, struck Kupont dead on tlie spot. Ho immediately fled, and 
iiiirler tho cover of a thick mist escape,! pursuit, leaving his cWost son 
Homy, uho had boon iiiortiilly woiindoi! at 'ri]>poi-muir, on hi.! deathbed. 

“ Uis followurs iinmediatefv withilrow from Montrose, iuid no course 
remained for him but to throw hinisoU into tho arms of tho opjtosito fac¬ 
tion, by v.hi in ho wtin wo!l received. His namo is frcqtiontly mentioned in 
Leslie’s can paigus, ami on more than one occasion ho is mentioned as 



xvi roST^BUT. 

hanttgf afforduJ ^roicstioo- to snveriil of hia formor frioii'U Uirough Ills 
iotore^t with Leslie, when tlid King’s cause became desperate. 

"The foregoing aoconn-’of this unfbrtunnto trausaction, I ana woB 
Aware, differs materially from the account given by W'lshart, who rJlogos 
ihat Stewart had laid a plot for tho aasassiniition of Montrose, and that 
no murdered Lord Kilpout in consoquonce of bis refusal to participate in 
Ids design. Now, I may be allowed to remark, that besides Wishart 
having lUwas’s boon regarded as a partial historian, and very questionable 
AOihority on any subject oonnected with the motives or conduut of those 
tvho differed from him in opinion, that even had Stewart formed such a 
design, Kilpont, from his name and connections, was likely to lie the very 
last man of whom Stowart would choose to make a conhclant and accom¬ 
plice. On the other hand, the above nocount, tliough never, that I am 
aware, before hinted at, has been a constant tradition in the family; and, 
from the comimraiive recent date of tho transaction, and the sources from 
which the tr^lltion has been derived, I have no reason to doubt its per¬ 
fect authenticity. It was most circumstantially detailed as above, given 
to my father, Mr Stewart, now of Ardvoirlich, many years ago, by a man 
nearly connected with tho family, who lived to the ".ago of a hundred. 
This fn^a was a groat-grandson of Jaraos Stewart, by a natural sou John, 
of whom many stories aro still current in this country, under his appella¬ 
tion of /oAn ahi Mhor. This .John was with his fathor at tho time, and of 
courso was a witness of tho wboio transaction; ho lived to a considerable 
time after the Eevolution, and it was from him that my father’s informant, 
who was a man before his gr.mdfather 3 ohn dhu Mhor’s death, rocoived the 
information os above stated. «, 

"I have many apologies to offer for trespassing so long on your patience; 
but I felt a natural desire, if possible, to correct wliat I conceive to be a 
groundless imputation on tho memory of my ancestor, before it shali come 
fr) bo couriered as a matter of history. That he was a man of violent 
passions and sinCTlar temper, 1 do not pretend to deny, as many traditions 
still ciirront in this country amply verify; but that lio was capable of form¬ 
ing a design to assassinate Montrose, tlie whole tenor of hi.s former conduct 
and princfples oontraidlotB. That he was obliged to join tlic opposite party, 
was merely a matter of safety, while Kilpont had so many powerful friondi 
and oonnootions able and ready to avenge his deatii. 

•* I have only to add, that you have my full permission to make what u..o 
of this communication you please, and eitiior to reject it altogolhor, or 
oliow it such credit as you thlofc it deserves ; and 1 shall be rcad^ at all 
times to famish you wi& any farther information on this subject which you 
may roquiro, and which it may bo in my power to afford, 

'* Aaovoiaucn, 

ISfA Janmry 1^0." 


The publication of a statemont so particular, and probably so comet, is' 
a debt due to the momory of Jamos .Stowart; tho victim, it would seem, oi 
violent passions, but i>orhaps ineapablo of an act of promoditatod 
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LEGEND OF MONTROSE 


CHAPTER I. 


8uili as do hnild Iheir raltli npon 
The holy text of pike and gun, 
Jleclile all coiitrorcrslcs Iiy 
Infallible artillery, 

And proves their doctrine oi'tbo<luz, 
Dy npastoUc blows and knocka 


It ^fa» (lurinfy the jicriod of that great and bloody Civil War wliich 
agitated Britain diiriiig the seveiiteeutli eentiuy^ that our tale has 
iU coinincncenient. &othind had as yet remained free from the 
ravages of intestine war, although its inhabitants were much divided 
in political opinions; and many of them, tired of the control of the 
Estates of Parliament, and disapproving of tile bold measure which 
they had adoiited, I.7 sending into England a lai^e army to the 
assistance of the Parliament, were determined on their part to em¬ 
brace the earliest ojiportunily of declaring for the King, and making 
sucli_ a diversion as sliould at least compel the recml of General 
Leslie’s army out of England, if it did not recover a gi-eat part of 
Scotland to the King’s allegiance. This plan was chiefly adopted by 
the northern nobility, who had resisted with great obstinacy the 
adoption of the Solemn League and Covenant, and by many of the 
chiefs of the lligliland clans, who conceived their interest and au¬ 
thority to be connected with royalty, who had, besides, a decided 
aversion to the Presbyterian form •of religion, and wlio, finally, were 
in that half savage state of society, in which war is always more 
welcome than peace. 

Great commotions were generally expected to arise from these 
concurrent causes, and the trade of incursion and depredation, which 
ihc Scottish Highiandci's at aU times exercised npun the Lowlands, 

a 
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began l<i jiHsumo a more steady, avowed, and systematic form, 
part of a general military system. 

Those at the hea<l of affairs were not insensible to the peril of 
tlie moment, and anxiously made preparations to meet and to repel 
if. Thtw considered, however, with ■s.'itisfaetion, that no lender or 
name of consequence had as yet appeared to assemble an army of 
royalists, or even to direct the efforts of those desultory bands, whom 
love of plunder, perhaps, as mucli as political principle, had hurried 
mto measures or hostility. It was generally hoped that the quar¬ 
tering a sufficient number of troops in the Lowlands adjacent to 
the Highland line, would have the effect of restraining the mountain 
chieftains; while the i»wcr of varions barons in the north, who had 
espoused the Covenant, as, for example, the Earl Mareaclial, llie 
great families of Forbes, Le:-lio, and Irvine, the Grants, and other 
rrcsbylcrian clans, might counterbalance and bridle, not only the 
strength of the Ogilvics and other cavaliers of Angus and Kincar¬ 
dine, but even tlic potont family of the Gordons, whoso extensive 
authority was only equalled by tlieir extreme dislike to the Presbyte¬ 
rian model. 

In the West Ilighl.inds tlie rnling party iiimihered many ene¬ 
mies; but the power of these disaffected dans was supposwl to bo 
broken, and the spirit of their chieftains intimidated, by the jne- 
domiuating influence of the J.Iarquis of Argyle, upon whqiu liib 
confidence of the Convontion (tf Estates was reposed with flie ut¬ 
most security; and whose power in the Highlands, already exor¬ 
bitant, had been still farther increased by conccssitnis extorted 
from the King at the last pacification. It was indeed wdl known 
that Argyle was a m.vn ratlnn- of political enterprise than pcrsceial 
courage, and bettor calculated to manage an intrigue of state than 
to control the tribes of Imstile mountaineers; yet the numbers 
of his clan, and the spirit of the gallant gentlemen by whom it was 
led, migh^ itW’as supposed, atone for the porsomil deficiencies of 
their chief; and as the Campbells h.ail nJrendy severely humbled 
several of the neighbouring tribes, it was sujiposed the.se would not 
readily again provoke an encounter with a body so powerful. 

Thas having at their command the whole west and south of Seot- 
laud, indisjiutably the richest part of the kingdom,—Mfeshiro being 
in a pocuiior manner their own, and jiosscBSing many and i-owerfiil 
friends even north of the Forth and Tay,—the Seottish Convention 
of Estates saw no danger sufficient to induce them to alter the lino 
of policy they had adopted, or to recall from the assist aiiec of tlicir 
breihren of the English Parliament that auxiliary army of twenty 
thousand men, by means of winch accession of strcngtli, the Kiug^ 
party had been reduced to the defensive, when in full career of 
triumph and success. 

Tlie causes which moved the Convention of Estates at this time to 
take such an immediate and active interest in the civil war of I'lng- 
laud, arc detailed in our historians, but may be here .shortly reeiipi- 
tulatcd. They had indeed no new injury or aggression to eou.pKu'i 
of at the hand of the King, and the peace wmch bad been in.ide 
between Charles and his subjects of Scotland Imd been carefully oh- 
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nerved; but the Scottish rulers were Trell aware tiiot tiik peace had 
been extorted from the King, as weU by the influence of the padio- 
mentaioarty in Eugland, as by the terror of their own arms. It 
is true. King Charles had since then visited the capital of his ancient 
kingdom, had assented to the new organizadon of the church, and 
baa distributed honours and rewards among the leaders of the ^rty 
which had shewn themselves most hostile to his intei'ests; but it was 
suspected that distinctions so nnwillindy conferred would be ro- 
.suraed ns soon us opportunity offered. The low state of the English 
»Parliamcnt was seen in Scothind with deep npprehensioii j and it 
was conduded, that should Charles triumph by force of arms against 
Ids insurgent subjects of England, he would not be long in exacting 
from the Scots the vengeance which lie might suppose due to those 
who had set the example of taking U]) arras against him. Such wim 
the policy of the measure which dictated the sending the auxiliary 
army into England; and it was avowed in a manifesto explanatory 
of tlieir reasons for gi\iug this timely and important aid to tlie Eiig- 
li.-;h I’arliament. The English Parliament, they said, had been m- 
ready friendly to them, and might be so again; whereas the King, 
although he had so lately established religion among them accos ding 
to their desires, had given them no giouiid to confide in his royal 
declaration, seeing they had found his promises and actions incon- 
aistent with each other. “ Our conscience,’' they concluded, ” and 
God, who is gi'oator tlian our conscience, bearcth us record, thar 
we aim altogether at the glory of God, peace of both nations, and 
honour of the King, in suppressing and punishing in a legal way, 
tlio.se who are the troiihlcrs of Israel, the firebrands of hell, tlie 
Kondis, the Balaams, tlic Doegs, the Bahsiiukchs, the ITamiuis, 
the Tobiahs, the SaubaUatsof our time; which done, we are satis¬ 
fied. JS’cillier have wc begun to use a military expedition to Eng¬ 
land ns a mean for compassing those our pious ends, until all other 
means whicli wc could think upon have failed ns: and this alone 
is left to us idthmim et ttnienm remedium, the last and only re¬ 
medy.” 

Leaving it to casiusts to dclenuiuc wlietlicr one contracting party 
is justified in breaking a solemn treaty, upon the suspicion that, iii 
certain future contingencies, it might be infringed by tlie other, wc 
shall jiroeecd to mciilion two other circumstances that had at least 
eijUiil influence with the Bcotlish rulers and nation, with any doubts 
wiiiih they eutertained of the King’s good faith. 

'riie first of those was the nature and condition of their army; 
l eaded by a poor (iiid discontented nobility, under whom it was oni- 
c 'red chiefly by Scottish soldiers of fortune, who had served in Uie 
(Icrman wars until they bad lost almost all distinction of poliihial 
priiiciifle, and even of country, in the adoption of the mercenary fajtli, 
tliat a soldier’s principal duty was fidelity to the stale or sovereign 
from whom he I'ceeivcd Jiis pay, without respect either (o tlie justice 
of the quarrel, or I o their own connection with eilher of tlie con¬ 
tending parties. To men of this stamp, Orotius applies the severe 
character— NuHtm viUc geims est improbivs, quavi corum, qm sine 
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caiim rcspccln merude cotiducti, mililant. To tlieso nurceiiai-y 
Holdien, as well as to the needy ffentry with whom they were mixed 
in comniiui^ and w'ho easily imbibed tnc same opinions, the success 
of the late short invasion of England in 1641 was a sufficient reason 
for renewing bo profitable an experiment. Tlic good pay and free 
quarters of England liad made a feeling impression upon the recol¬ 
lection of the.se military adventurers, and the prospect of levy¬ 
ing eight hundred and fifty pounds a-day, came in place of all argu¬ 
ments, whether of state or of morab'ty. 

Another cnusc inflamed the minds of the nation at large, no less 
than the tempting prospect of the wealth of England aiumntcd the 
soldiery. So much had been written and said, on either side con¬ 
cerning the form of Church govonimcnt, that it had become a matter 
of infinitely more consequence in (he eyes of the multitude than the 
doctrines of that gospel which both churches had embraced. The 
Prelatists and Presbyterians of the more violent kind becume as 
illiberal as the Papistsi and would scarcely allow the ]) 03 aibility of 
salvation beyond the pale of their respective churches. It was in 
vain remarked to these zealots, that Iiad the Author of our holy 
religion considered any peculiar foi-m of churcli gru'crnment a.s 
essential to salvation, it would have hecu revealed with the same 
precision as under the Old Testament dispensation. Both parties 
coutinued as violent ns if they could have pleaded the distinct ctnn- 
numds of licuven to justify their intolerance. Laud, in the days of his 
dounuatioii, had fired the train, by attempting to impose upon tiic 
Scottish people church ceremonies foreign to their habits and 
oniiiiuns. The success with which this had been resisted, and the 
Presbyterian model substituted in its place, had endeared the hitler 
to the nation, as the cause in which they had triumphed. Tlie 
Bolemu League and Covenant, adopted with such zeal by the greater 
part of the kingdom, and by them forced, at the sword’s point., upon 
the otliers, bore in its liosom, as its principal object, the establishing 
the doctrine and disciidine of the Pt ewhyterian churcli, and tlie putting 
down all error and heresy; and having’ attained for their own count ry 
lUi establishment of this gmldcu caudlestick, the .Scots becanu; liberally 
and fraternajiv anxious to erect tlie same in England. This tlu-y 
conceived might be easily attained hy lending to the I’arliaineiit tlie 
effectual assistance of the .Scotii-sli forces. The I’resliyterians, 
a numerous and powiTful party in the English Parliament, had 
hitherto taken the lead in opposition to the King; while the Inde¬ 
pendents and other .sectaries, who afterwards, under Cromwell, rc- 
sunualthe power of the sword, and overset the Presbyterian model 
both in Scotland and England, were as yet contented to hirlc 
under the .slicker of (he wealthier and more powerful party The 
prospect of hringiiig to a uniformity the kingdoms of England and 
Seotlniid in disei|diiiu and worship, seemed therefore ns lair as it m'us 
desirable. 

The celebrated Sir Henry Vane, one of the coninussionors who 
negotiated the alliance betwixt England and .Scotland, saw the in- 
flucucc which this bait had upou tlic spirits of tliose with whom he 
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dealt; and altbouffh liiniself a violent Indcpendait, lie contrived at 
once to gratify ana to elude the eager desires of the Presbyterians, 
by quali^ing the obligation to reform the Church of England, as a 
cfiauge to be executed ‘‘according to the word of Ood, and the best 
reformed churdies.” Deceived by their own eagerness, themselves 
entertaining no doubts on the Jus JJivinum of tlieir own ecclesias¬ 
tical establishments, and not holding iyiossible sueh doubts could bo 
adopted by others, the Convention of Estates and the Kirk of Scot¬ 
land conceived, that such expressions necessarily Inferred the esta¬ 
blishment of Presbytery; nor were tliey undeceived, until, when tlieir 
lielp was no longer needful, the sectaries gave them to understand, 
that the phrase might -be a« well applied to ludependcney, or any 
otlier mode of wordiip, which those wlio were at the liead of aifairs 
lit tlie time might consider ns agreeable “ to tbe word of Ood, and 
ilie pnictice or the reformed churches.” Neitherwerc the outwitted 
Scottish less astonished to find, that the designs of the English sec¬ 
taries struck against the monarchical eonstitiition of Britain, it having 
been their intention to reduce the power of tlic King, but by no 
means to abrogate tiie otRce. Tlicy fiii'od, however, in this respect, 
like rash physicians, who commence by over-pliysieking a patient, 
until he is reduced to a state of wcaknos.-s, from which cordials aro 
afterwards unable to recover him. 

But tlu'se events were still in the womb of futurity. As yet the 
Scottish Parliament held their engagement with England consistoiit 
with justice, jiriidcncc, and piety, and their military undertaking 
seenn'd to sueeeed to Uicir veiw wisli. Tiie jiiiietion of the Scottish 
iiriny with those of Fairfax and ^lancbester, enabled the Parliamentary 
forces to besiege York, and to tight the desperate action of Long- 
iMnrsion Moor, in which Prince Rujiert and the Marquis of Neweiwtle 
were defeated. TJie Scottish auxiliaries, indeed, had less of tiie glory 
of this victory than their countrymen could desire. David Leslie, 
with their c.avalry, fought bravely, and to them, as well as to Crom- 
well's brigade oV liidei»cndents, the lionoiir of the day belonged; 
but the ()ld Earl of Leven, the covenanting geucrat, was driven 
out of the field by the impetuous charge of Prince llniiert, and 
was thirty miles ilisfaiit, in full flight towards iScotUind, when 
. lie was over-taken by the news that bis jiarty luvd gained a com- 
pliHc victory. 

'I'hc alf^ence of the.se au.viliary troops, upon this cnisadc for the 
i-stal)li,slnnent of rrc.sbyleriaiuina in England, had con.siderably 
diminished the jiow'cr of the Convention of E.statcs in Seotland, ninl 
bad given rise to those agitations among the auti-coveiianters, wliieh 
w e have noticed at tlic beginning of this chapter. 
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Ills moUier could fiir lUm oii crndic set 
Her Iiusband'a rusty iron curselet; 

Whoso Jangling sound could hush her babe to rest, 

TImt ucver iilaln'd of Ws nncaio’ nest j 
'i'lion did bo dream of dreary wars at hand, 

And woke, and fought, and won, ere he could stand. 

llaUr's Saitres. 

It was towards the close of a summer’s evening, during the 
anxious period which we have commemorated, that a young gentle¬ 
man of 4ua]ity, M'ell mounted and armed, and accompanied by two 
servants, one of whom led a sutnpler horse, rode slowly up one <>l' 
those steep passes, by which the Highlands are accessible Iroiu the 
Lowlands of Perthshire.^ Their coarse liad lain for some time 
along the banks of a lake, whose deep waters reflected the crimson 
lietwns of the western sun. The hrokeu patli which they pursuetl 
witli ,somc difficulty, was in some pLaces sliaded by ancient birches 
and oak trees, and hi oUiers overhung by fragments of huge rock. 
Elsewhere, the hill, which formed the northern side of this bcaiili- 
ful sheet of water, ai'osc in stcen, but less precipitous acclivity, imd 
was arrayed in heath of llic daracst parole. In the present times, a 
scene so romantic would h:ive been juuged to possess the liigliest 
charms for the traveller; Init those who journey in days of doubt 
and dread, pay little attention to picturesque scenery. 

The luiustcr kept, us often as Uic wood permitted, abi'oast irf one or 
both of his dome-itics, and seemed earnestly to converse with Ihem, 
probably because the distinctions of rank nrereatlily sot aside aiiioi.g 
those who are made to be sharers of common danger. The dispori- 
tious of the leiuling men who inhabited this wild country, luitl the 
jirobahility of (heir taking part in the political convulsions tliiit were 
soon expected, were the sulijects of their conversation. 

TJioy had not advanced above halfway up the lake, and the young 
gentleman was iminting to hi.s attendauts the spot where their in¬ 
tended road turned norUiward.s, and, leaving the verge of the loch, as¬ 
cended a ravine to the right liand, when they discovered a single 
horseman coming down the shor^ ns if to meet them, 'i’ho gh.'iim 
of the suuhcaij^pon his hcatt-pioce and corslet shewed that lie vvu', 
in nviuour, antTIne jmrposc of the other travellers required lliat he 
should not i)aKs unquestioned. “ Wo must know who he i«.” .said 
the young gentleman, “ .md whither he is going.” And putting spurs 
to his horse, he rode forward as fttst as the rugged state of the road 
would permit, followed by his two attendants, until ho reached the 
point, where the pass along the side of the lake was intersected by 
tliat whicli descended from the ravine, securing thus against the 
possibility of the stranger eluding them, by turning into the hitter 
roail before they came iip with him. 

' 'JClic licftntiAil ptijjs ff Lnny, CaUtuder, in MontciOi, would, iii 001110 respocti^ 
annrcrtlic fltaciiMSiii. 
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Tlie sing;le horseman had mended his pane, when he first observed 
the three riders advance rapidly towards him; but when he saw them • 
halt and form a front, which completely occupied the path, he elieckcd 
his horse, and advanced witli great deliberation; so that each party 
laid an opportunity to take a full survey of the other. The solitary 
Rtraiiffor was mounted upon an able horse, lit for military service, 
.md for the Meat weight which he had to eariy, and his rider 
oecupied hfe demipique, or war-saddle, with an air tlmt sUow'cd it 
was his familiar scat, lie had a bright bm'nished head-piece, with a 
plume of feathers, together with a cuirass, thick enough to resist a 
inusket-bah, aud a back-piece of lighter materials. These defensive 
arms he wore over a Inm jerkin, along with a pair of ganntletSj or 
steel gloves, the tops of which reached up to lus.elbow, aud wlucli, 
lilce the rest of his armour, were of bright steel. At the front of his 
military saddle hniig a case of pistols, far beyond the ordinary sisc, 
nearly two feet in length, and carrying bullets of twenty to the 
pound. A buff bolt, with a broad silver buckle, sustained on one side 
a long straight double-edged broadsword, with a strong guard, and 
a blade calculated cither to strike or push. On the right side hung 
a dagger of about eighteen inches m length; a sUmilder-belt sus¬ 
tained at his back a uiusketoou or blundcrhu&s, and was crossed 
by a handclier containing his charges of auimunitiou. Thigh- 
pieces of steel, then termed laslcls, met the tops of his huge jack- 
boots, and completed the ciiuipuge of a well-armed troopCT of the 
period. 

Tiic appearance of the horseman himself corresponded well witli his 
military equipage, to which he had the air of having been long ium'cd. 
j Ic was above the middle size, and of strength sufficient to bear with 
I .ase llie weight of his weapons, ofiensive and defensive. Ills age 
might lie forty and U)>ward8, and his countenance was tliat of a 
resolute weather-hcalcn veteran, who had seen many fields, and 
brought awav in token more than one soar. At the distance of about 
thirty yards he halted and stood fast, raised himself on his stirrups, 
as if" to recomuiiti-o ami ascertain the jmri.ose of the opposite party, 
and brought his inusketoon under his right arm, ready for use, u 
occasion slioukl require it. In everything hut numbers, ho had 
tile advantage of those who seemed inclined to interrupt his 
passage. 

The leader of the parly was, indeed, well mounted aud clad in a 
buff coat, richly embroidered, tlie lialftmilitary dros.s of the period: 
but his doine.sties had only coarse jackets of tliick felt, which could 
scarce he expected to turn the edge'of a sword, if wield^ by a strong, 
m.mi; and none of them Inul any weapons, save swords and pistol^ 
without which gentlemen, or their atteudaute, during those disturbed 
times, seldom stirred abroad. 

When they had stood at gaze for about a minute, the younger 
g'ontlcnian gave the cliaUenge which was ilien common in the mouth 
of all strangers who met in such circumstances—“For whom are 
you?” 

“ Tell me first.” answered the soldier, “for whom are you ?—the 
strongest party should speak first." 
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* We are for God and King Charles," answered the first speaker. 
—Now tell your faction, you know ours.” 

“ I am for God and my standard/’ imswered the single horseman. 

“ And for which standard ?” replied the chief of the other party— 
“ Cavalier or i^undhead, King or Convention ? " 

“ By my troth, sir," answered the soldier, “ I would be loath to 
reply to you with an untruth, as a thing unbecoming a cavalier of 
fortune and a soldier. But to answer vour quci 7 witli beseeming 
veracity, it is neccBaai 7 I should mwelf have resolved to whilk of 
the present ^visions of the kingdom I shall ultimately adhere, 
being a matter whereon my mind is not as yet preceesely asccr- 

should have thought,” answered the gcntlemmi, “ that, when 
"loyalty and religion are at stake, no gentleman or man of honour 
jBOidd be long in choosing his party.” 

“ Truly, SIT," replied the trooper, “ if ye speak this in the way of 
vituperation, ns meaning to impugn my lionour or gentcolity, 1 
would blithely put the same to issue, venturing in that quarrel with 
my single person against you three. But if you speak it in the way 
of logical ratiocination, whilk 1 hare studied in my youth at tlic 
Mareschal-CoUege of Aberdeen, I am ready to prove to j'c logice, 
that my resolution to defer, for a certain season, the taking upon me 
either of these quan'cls, not only bocomctli me os a gentleman and a 
man of honour, but also as a person of sense and prudence, one 
imbued with humane letters in lus early youth, and who, from thence¬ 
forward, has followed the wars under the banner of the invincible 
Gustavus, the Lion of the North, and under many other heroic 
leaders, botli Lutheran and Calvinist, Papist and Arnnnian.” 

After exchanging a word or two with uLs domestic.s, the )'oiinger 
gentloimm replied, “ I should be gla^ sir, to have some conversation 
will) you upon so interesting a question, and should be proud if 1 eau 
determine you hi favour of the cause 1 have myself espoused. I ride 
this evening to a friend’s house not three miles distant, whither, if 
you choose to accompany me, you shall have good quartei-s for tlie 
night, aud free permission to take your own road in the iiioriiing, if 
you then feel no inclination to join with us.” 

“ Whose word am 1 lo take for this?” answered llie cautious 
soldier—“ A niuii must know ids guaiwuee, or he may fall into an 
ambuscade.” 


“ I am called.” answered tlie younger stranger, “ the Earl of 
Menteilh, aiid, 1 trust, you will receive my honour as a siitiicieut 
security.” 

A worthy nobleman,” answered the .soldier, “ wliosc parole is not 
Ipubted.” With one motion lie replaced Ids musketoon at his 
|d with another made bis military salute to the young noble- 
“1 continued to talk ns he rode forward to join mm—“And, I 
Id he, “my own assurance, that I will be bon camarado lo 
felim in peace or in peril, during the time we shall abide 
iier, wifi not DO altogether vilipended in these doubtful times, 
. as tlicy say, a man’s head is safer in a stecl-cnp than in a 
p palace.” 
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“ I ai’iiurc vou, s-ir,” «vid Lord Mentcitb, “ that to judge from your 
appearance, i most highly value the advantage of your escort; but, I 
trust, we shall have no occasion for any exercise of valour, as 1 expect 
to conduct you to good and friendly quarters.” 

“ Good quarters, my lord,” replied the soldier, “are always accept¬ 
able, and are only to be postponed to good pay or good booty,—not 
to mention the honour of a cavalier, or the needfiu points of com¬ 
manded duty. And truly, my lord, your noble proffer is not the less 
welcome, in that 1 knew not preceosely this night whore I an<l my 
poor coniiianioii ” (patting his horse) “ wore to find lodgments.” 

“ May I be permitted to ask, then,” said Lord Mcnteith, “ to whom 
I have the good fortune to stand quarter-master?” 

“ Truly, my lord," said the trooper, “ my name is Dnlget^'— 
J>ugald l)algetty, llitt-mastor Dugiud Dalgctly of Drunithwacket, 
at your honouvatde service to command. It is a name you may have 
semi ill Qalh Iklgkus, the Htcedish InielligeNcer, or, if you read 
1 ligh 1 lutch, in the I'lirpenden Mcrcoeur of Leipsic. My father, niy 
lord, liaving by uutliriity coui'scs reduced a fair patrimony to a 
noiiuntity, I had no better shift, when I was eighteen years auld, 
than to caiTy tlie learning whilk I had acquired at tlie Maresehnl- 
College of Aberdeen, my gentle bluid and designation of Dmm- 
fhwaeket, together with a jiair of stalwavth arms, and lcgs conform, 
to the Oevuinn wars, there to push niy way as a cavalie.r of fortune. 
My lord, my Icg.s and arms stood me in more stead than either my 
gentle kin or my book-lear, and I found myself trailing a pike as a 
private gcntlepiau under old Sir JuKloviek Leslie, where I learned 
I lie rules of serrice so tightly, that 1 will not forget them in a huriy. 
Sir, I have been made to stand guard oiglit hours, lioing from twelve 
ut noon to eight o'clock of the night, at tlio palace, armed with boi-k 
and breast, head-piece and bracelets, being iron to the teeth, in a 
hitter frost, and the ice was as hard as ever was flint; and all for 
shipping an instant to speak to my landlady, when I should have 
gone to roil-call.” 

"And, doubtless, sir.” replied I.ord hlentcitli, “you have gone 
tliroiigJi some hot service, as well as this same cold duty you 
talk of?” 

“ Surely, my lord, it doth not hoeomo me to speak; but he (hat 
hath seen the’fields of Leipsic and of Liiten, nuay be said to have 
seen pitched battles. And one who hath witnessed the intakiug of 
J''raiikfort, and Spanhoim', and Nuremberg, and so forth, should know 
somewhat about leaguers, storms, on.slauglits, and outfalls.” 

“ But your merit, sir, and experience, were douhtle.ss followed by 
promotion ? ” 

“ It came slow, my lord, dooms slow,” replied Dalgetty; “ but av 
my Scottish countrymen, tlie fathers of the war, and the raisers of 
tlioso valorous Scottish regiments that were the dread of Germany, 
began to fall pretty thick, what with pestilent and what with the 
sword, why wc, their cluUlren, snccccdM to their inheritance. Sir,! 
was six years first private gentleman of the company, and tlirc^ years 
lanec sjieisado; disdaining to receive a halberu, as unbecoming my ; 
birth. Wherefore I was ultimately promoted to be a falin-dragger,” 
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as the Dutch onll it, (wliioh hintificu an ancient,) in the King's 
Tjeit Regiment of Black Iiorw*, ami fhereafter I arose to be lieuteuont 
and r^moKter, under tiuit invincible monardi, the bnlwiu'k of the 
ProteSlant faith, the Inon of the North, the terror of Austria, Gos- 
Urus the Victorious." 

“ And yet, if I understand yon, Captain Dalgetty—1 think that 
rank corresponds with your foreign title of ritt-inaster- " 

“The same grade proceesely,* answered Dalgetty; “ritt-master 
nullifying literally file-leader.” 

“ I was observing,” continued Lord Menteilh, “ that, if I under¬ 
stood you right, you had left the service of this great Prince.'’ 

“ It was after his death—it was after his death, sir.” said Dalgetty, 
“ when I was in no shape bound to continue mine adherence. There 
are thbgs, my lord, in that service, that cannot but go against the 
stomach of any cavalier of honour. In especial, sdbeit the pay be 
none of the most supernlmndant, bejn only about sixty dolfats n- 
ilionth to a ritt-maslor, yet the invincible Gustavus never paid above 
one-third of that sum, whilk was distributed monthly by w.ay of loan; 
although, wlion justly considered, it was, in fact, a borrowing by that 
gi'cat monarch of the additional two-thirds which were duo to the 
soldier. And 1 have seen whole rcguuciits of Dutch and Holsteincrs 
mutiny on the field of battle, like base scullions, crying ent ‘ Gelt, 
gelt,’ sli^iiifying Ihcir desire of pay, instead of falling to blows like 
our noble Scottish blades, who ever disdaincil, my lord, nostiioning of 
honour to filthy lucre.” 

“ But were not tlie.s8 arrears,” said Lord Alcnteilh, “ paid to the 
soldiciy at some staled ])cviod?” 

“_M.y lord.” said Dalgetty, “ 1 fake it on my conscience, that at no 
period, and by no jiossible process, could one erentzer of them over 
be recovered, i myself never satv twenty doUars of ray own all the 
time I served the invincible Gustavus, unless it was from (he chance 
of .a storm or victoiy, or the Ictchiog in some tomi or d-oorj). when a 
cavalier offori.ime, who knows the iisiigc of wars, seldom faileili to 
make some smnll prolit." 

“ J begin rather to wonder, sir," s-sid liord Mcnteitli, “ tli.at you 
‘‘"idk'W'd so long in Uie Swedish serviee, (him tl.at you 
sliould have ultimately withdrawn from it.” 

“Neither I should,'’ answered the Kitt-iiiastcr; “but (hat gvo.it 
leader, ciiptinn, and kitig. the Lieii of the North, and the bulwark 
of tlie rrotestaiit. faith, had a way of winning battles, taking towns, 
overrunning countries, and levying contributions, wliilk made l.is 
aorvice irresistibly delectable (o all true-bred cavaliers who follow file 
Jioblojirofession of arms. Simple as I ride here, my lord, 1 have 
mvwlf commanded the whole stift of Dunklespicl on the Lower 
JJmiie, occupying the I'nlsgrave’s palace, consutmug his choice wines 
until ray comrades, cAUing in contributions, requisitions, and cadnacs, 
und not fiuimg to lick mv fingers, a.s became a good cook. But truly 
fdl tas glory hastened (onecay. afterour groatmasler hud bcenshot with 
«iree bullets on the field of Lufzen^ wherefore, limling (hat Fortune 
Mad dianged sides, (hat the borrowings and lendings wont on as lie- 
•foro out of our pay, while the eaduucs and casuidtics were aU cut off. 
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1 e’en gave ujt ray eonimission, and took service wtli Wallenstein, ia 
Walter Butler's Iridi regiment.” 

“ And may 1 beg to know of yon," said Lord Menteiib, npnarently 
interested in the adventures of tJiis soldier of fortane, “Iwwyoii 
liked this chang-c of masters?” 

“Indifferent well,” said the Captmn—“very indifferent well. I 
<faimot s^' that the Emperor paid much better than the great Qus* 
tarns. For hard knocks, we had plenty of them. I was often 
liged to run ray head a^nst ray old ac(|U(untances. the Swedish 
feathers, whilk your honour must conceive fo bo double-pointed 
stakc.s, shod with iron at each end, and planted liefore the squad of 
piktis to prevent an onfall of the cavalry. Tlie whilk Swedish 
feathers, altliongh they look gay to the eye, resembling tlic shrubs 
or lesser trees oT auo forest, ns the puissant pikes, arrauged ia bat¬ 
talia behind them, correspond to the tall pines thereof, ye^ neverthe¬ 
less, arc not altogether so soft to encounter as the plumage of a 
goose. Howbuit, in despite of heavy blows and light pay, a cavalier 
of fortune may thrive indifferently well ia the Imperial sen’ice, in 
rc.spccl his private casualties arc nothing so closely looked to oa by 
the Swede; and so that an ofBccr did hia duty on the field, neither 
Wallenstein nor I’appcnheim, nor old Tilly before tliem, would 
likely listen to the objurgations of booi'S or burghers against any 
commander or soldado, by whom they chlmced to be somewhat 
closely shoni. So tliat an experienced cavalier, knowing how to lay, 
as our Scottish phrase runs, ‘ the head of the sow to the tail of tiio 
grice,’ might get out of the country the pay whilk ho could not obtain 
from the Emperor.” 

“ With a full hand, air, doubtless, and with interest,” said Lord 
Mi-utcith. 

“Indubitably, my lord,” answered Dalj^ctty, composedly; “for it 
v.’oiild be doubly dfsgraceful for any soldado of rank to liavo his name 
tailed in question for any petty definquency.” 

“ And pmy, .sir,” continued Lord Menteitli, “what made you leave 
:■! g.iinful a service?” 

“ Why, t) idy, sir,” answered the soldier, “ an Irish cavalier, callod 
ft'C^iiilllgoti, iK'itig major of our regiment, mid I having had w'ords 
•■'■iih liini the nigiii before, re.spectmg the worth and precedence of 
o n- several nations, it pleased liim the next day to deliver his orders 
!() mo with the point of his batoon advanced and held aloof, instead 
i.r declining ana trailing tlic same, as is thefasliion fi’om acourteoiu 
commiiiidiug officer towards his equal jn rank, though, it may be, lus 
interior in military grade. Upon this quarrel, sir, we fought in 
private rencontre; and as, in the perquisitions which followed, it 
jilcased Waltei* Butler, our oberst, or colonel, to give the lighter 
punishment to his countryman, and the heavier to me, whereupon, 
dl stomaching such partimity, I exchanged my commission for one 
umh'r the Spaniard.” 

*• 1 hope you found yourself bettei’ off by tlie change?” said Lord 
Mciitcith. 

“ In good sooth,” answered the Hitt-master, “ I had but little to 
complam of. 'The pay was somewhat regul.ir, being furnished ly 
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tlje rich Fleming's jind Walloons of the Low Country. The quarUara 
were excellent: the prood wheaten loaves of the Healing were 
Ijrfter thaq the Provant rye-bread of the Swede, and Rhenish wine 
WM more plenty with us than ever I saw the black-beer of Rostock 
in Quitavns's camp. Service there was none, duty there was little: 
tatik that Httlo wo might do, or leave undone, at our pleasure; an 
excellent retirement for a cavalier somewhat weary of field and 
iMgner, who had purchased with his blood as uiudi honour as might 
serve his turn, ana was desirous of a little case and good living." 

“ And may I ask,” said liord Mcnteith, “ whyr you. Captain, uein^, 
as I suppose, in the situation you describe, retired from the Spanisli 
sendee also?” 

“ You are to consider, my lord, that your Spaniard,” replied Cap- 
fadn Dalgetty, “is a person nltogetlier unpor^eled in his own con¬ 
ceit, whercUirough he inakelh not fit account of such foreign cava¬ 
liers of valour as arc pleased to take service with him. And a galling 
thing it is to every honourable soldado, to be put aside, and post¬ 
poned, and obliged to yield preference to every puffing signior, who, 
were it tlie question which should first mount a breach at push of 
pike, might be apt to yield willing place to a Scottish cavalier. 
Moreover, sir, I wa-s pneked in conscience respecting a matter of 
religion." 

“I should not have thought, Captain Dalgetty,” said the young 
nobleman, “ tlmt au old soldier, who had changed service so often, 
would have been too scrupulous on that head.” 

“ No moi'e I am, my 101x1,” said the Captain, “since I hold it to 
be the duty of the chapbiin of the regiment to settle those matters 
for me, and every other brave cavalier, inasmuch as he does nothing 
else that 1 know of for his pay and allowances. Ilut this wa.s a 
particular case, my lord, a casus improvistis, as 1 may say, in whilk I 
had no chaplain of iny own persuasion to act ns iny adviser. I found, 
in short, that allhough niy being a Protestant might be winked at, 
in respect that 1 ivas a man of action, and had more cxi>cricncc tban 
all the Don,s in our tertia put together, yet, when in gnrrison, it was 
expected I should go to mass with tlic regiment. Now, my bird, ns a 
true Scottish man, and educated at the Mareschal-Coilcgo of Aber¬ 
deen, I was bound to uphold the mass to be au act of bliuucd papistry 
and utter idolatry, wliilk I was aitogetber unwilling to homologate 
by my presence. True it is, that 1 consulted on the point with a 
worthy comitryman of my own, one Father Fatsides, of the .Scottish 
Convent in Wurtzburg- ’’ 

“And 1 hope,” observed Lord McntciUi, “you obtained a clear 
opinion from this same ghostly father?” 

“As clear as it could be,” replied Captain Dalgetty, “ considering 
wo had drunk six flasks of Rhenish, {uid about two inutchkins of Kir- 
chenwasser. Father Fatsides informed me, that, as nearly ns lie 
could judge, for a heretic like myself, it signified not mucli whetlier 
1 went to mass or not, seeing my ctenial imrditiou was signed and 
scaled at any rate, in respect of my impenitent and obdurate per¬ 
severance in my damnable heresy. Being discouraged by tliis re- 
•ponse, 1 applied to a Dutch pastor of the reformed church, who told 
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mo, lic thought I might lawfully go to mass, in reslwct that the pro- 
])het permitted Naaman, a mignty man of valour, and an honourable 
oavaher of S>Tia, to follow bis master into the house of Rimmou, a 
false god, or idol, to whom he had vowed service, and to bow down 
when tlic king was leaning upon his hand. But neither was tliis 
answer satisfactory to me, Doth because there was an mice difference 
between an anointed King of Syria and our Spanish colonel, whom 
I could have blown away like the peeling of an ingan, and chiefly 
because I could not find the tiling was required of me by any of 
the articles of war; neither was I proffered any consideration, eitiier 
in perquisite or pay, for the wrong I might thereby do to my cour 
science.” 

“ So you again cluvnged your service ?” said Lord Meuteith. 

“ In troth did I, my lord; aud after tryhig for a short wliile two 
or three other powers, I even took on for a time with their High 
Mightinesses the States of Holland.” 

“ And how did their senice jump with your humour ?” again de¬ 
manded his companion. 

“01 my lord,” said the soldier, iii a sort of enthusiasm, “their 
l)chaviour on pay-day might be a pattern to all Europe—no borrow¬ 
ings, no lendings, no offsets, no arreoi’s—all balanced aud paid like 
a banker’s book. The quarters, too, are excellent, and tlie allow¬ 
ances uncliallcngeable; but tlicn, sir, they are a precccsc, scrupulous 
people, and will allow nothing for peccadilloes. So tliat if a boor 
complains of a broken head, or a beer-seller of a broken cau, or a 
daft wench does but squeak loud cnougli to be heard above lier breath, 
a soldier of honour shall be dragged, not before his own court- 
martial, who can best judge of and'punish liis demerits, but before a 
base mechanical burgo-master, who shall menance him with the rasp- 
house, tlie cord, and what not, as if he were one of their own mean, 
amphibious, twenty-breeched boors. So not being able to dwelt 
longer among these ungrateful plebeians, who, although unable to 
defend themselves by their proper strength, will nevertheless allow 
the noble foreign cavalier who engages with them nothing beyond 
iiis dry wages, which no honourable spirit will put in competition with 
a libciul licence and honourable countenmicc, I resolved to leave the 
service of tlio Jlynhccrs. Aud hearing at this time, to my <>xceed- 
iug satisfaction, that there is something to be doing this summer in 
my way iu this my dear native country, 1 am come hither, as tliey 
say, like a beggar to a bridal, in order to give my loving country¬ 
men the advantage of that experience which I have acquired m 
foreign parts. So your lordship has an outline of my brief story, 
excepting my deportment in tho.se jiassogcs of action in tlie field, 
iu leaguei-s, storms^ and onslaughts, wliilk would be tedious to nar¬ 
rate, and might, peradveuture, better befit any otlicr tongue than 
mine own." 
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CHAPTER m. 

For pif iw of rlgtit let itate meu vex their head, 

Hattie's mr bosinoM, and my imenlon bread; 

And, with the sirorded Switzer, r can say, 

The best of canees Is the best of pay. 

OONME. 

The dlfficnlty and narrowness of the road had by this time become 
SBch as to interrupt tlie conversation of the travellers, and Lord 
Menteitli, reining back his horse, held a moment’s private conversa¬ 
tion with his domestics. The Captain, who now led the van of the 
party, after about n quarter of a mile’s slow and toilsome tvdvauce up 
a broken and rugged ascent, emerged intfi an upland volley, to which 
a tnoontain stream acted as a drain, and afforded sufficient room upon 
its greensward banks for the travellers to pursue their journey m a 
more social manner. 

I^ord Menteitli accordingly resumed the conversation, which had 
been interrupted by the difficulties of the way. “I should have 
Ihought," said he to Captain Dalgetty, “ that a cavalier (it" your 
honourable mark, who hath so long followed the valiant Jving of 
Swedem and entertains such a suitahle contempt for the base nio- 
chanical States of Holland, would not have hesitated to emhr.ice flio 
cause of King Charles, in preference to that of the low-bom, round- 
headed, cautiug knaves, who are in rebellion against his authority!” 

“Ye speak reasonably, my lord,” said Dmgetty, “and, cceitrix 

S jrihus, 1 might be induced to see the matter in the same light. 

nt, my lord, there is a southern proverb,—fine words hittter no 
parsnips. I have heard enough since I came here, to satisfy lac (hal 
a cavniicr of honour is free to take any part in this civil emtiroilDionr. 
whilk ho.may find most convenient for fiis own peculiar. L<5yiiltv i.s 
your pass-word, my lord—Liberty, roars .another cUicld fivuu the other 
side of the strath—the King, shouts one war-cry—the rarliaincni, 
roars another—Montrose for ever,cries T)on!d(1, w iving hi i bonnet— 
Argyle and Leven, cries a routh-country Snundev.s, vaponving with 
Ids nat and feather. Fight for the hi. hop-', says a jmest^ v/ith hi.", 
gown and rochet—Stantf stout for the Kirk, (Til's a njinater, im n 
Geneva ciip and band—(Joodwatcliwords all—c.veelU'iit walchwoffis. 
Whilk cnii.se is tin? htvt I'eannot .'■ny. Rut >ir,c sun 1, that I have 
thught kiiov'-deoi) iii tilood tnnny a ilay fer one tint was ton degrees 
■worse limn th'j-wir t, of them atl.” 

“ And ])r.ty, rir,-tai|i Halgetly,” ;a;J his lordship, “since the pre- 
tcti.sioiis of both [ s'.iios seem to (.ai mi 0 (|ual, will you please to 5n- 
fonn us by wluit civoiim.stancoa your iiivfi rciK.'e -.vill bo (letorniuiod >” 
“Siinjdy upon two considerntions, my lord,” answered (he soldier. 
“ Being, first, on which side ray services would be in most hoiiourablc 
request p--Aud, secondly, whilk is a corollary of the first, by whilkparty 
they are likely to be most gratefully rccinitod. And, to deal phiiniy 
With you, my lord, my opinion at present doth on both jKiints rather 
indine to the side of the ParKament.” 



“ Your reasons, if you please,” said Lord Menteitii, “ and perhaps • 
I may he able to meet them ■with some others ■wnieh are more 
powerful.” 

“ Sir, I sliall be amenable to reason,” said Captain Dalgetty, "sup- 
po.sin{c it addresses itself to my honour and my mtercst. Wefi, then, 
iny lord, here is a sort of Highland host assembled, or expected to 
iwsemble, in these wild bills, m the King’s behalf. Now, Sir, you 
know the nature of our Higldanders. I will not deny them to be a 
people stout ill body and valiant in heart, and courogeous enough in 
(heir own wild way of fighting, which is OsS remote ft-om the usages 
.and di.scipline of war as ever was that of the ancient Scythians, or of 
(lie .salvage Indians of America that now Is. They haven.a sae mickle 
as a German whistle, or a drum, to beat a march, an alarm, a charge, 
a retreat, a reveille, or the tattoo, or any other point of war; and 
their damnable skirlin’ pipes, whilk they tlieiiiuselvcs pretend to under¬ 
hand, are unintelligible to the ears of any eavaliero accustomed to 
civilized warfare. 'So that, were I undertaking to discipline such a 
ijvoi.'chl<!«s mob. it were impo.ssiblo for me to be understood; ami if I 
were understood, judge ye, my lord, what eha«<*e I had of being 
obeyed among a band of half salvages, who are o.ecustomed to payto . 
tlieir own lairds and chiefs, allonarly, that respect and ohedienefe 
wliilk ought to be paid to coiiimi.-isionate ofliecj's. If I were teach¬ 
ing tbem’to form battalia by extractiiig tlio squ.are root, that is, by 
forming your square battalion of equal mnnber of men of rank and 
file, eorrespondnig to the square, root of tlie full mnnher pre.sent, 
what return could I expect for communicating tliis golden secret of 
military tiudio, e.vecpt it m.ay bo a dirk in my wame, on phiciiig some 
Jd'Altalcr More, M'Blieinei, or Capporfac, in tlie lliiiik or rear, wlicn 
he claimed to be in the van?—Truly, well saith Holy Writ, ‘if ye 
cast pearls before swine, they mil turn again and rend' ye.’ ” 

“ Ibeliove, Anderson,” said Lord Mcnteith, looking back-to one of 
his servants, for both were clo.se behind liira, " you can a-sure this 
gentleman we siiall have more occasion for experienced officer.^, and 
be more disposed to prefd, by their instructions, than lie Bcems to be 
aware of.” 

“With your bonour’.i permission,” said Anderson, respectfully 
raising his cap, “whei: wo are joined by the Irish infantry, who 
are c.vpected, and who should be landed in the West Hi^laiuls 
before uoiv, we .ii.dl have need cf good .soldiers to diaciplino our 
levies.” 

“ Ami I. bonld li'so well—very well, to be employed in such ser¬ 
vice,” said Dalgetiy ; “(be, Iri.-!i are pretty fellowsl-vory pretty fel- ' 
Pnvs--T desire to see imiie belter in ihe field. J once saw abngftde 
of Iri:.b, at (be taking of Krunkfurt upon the Oder, stand to it with', 
.-.word and pike until they beat off the blue and yellow SwedislT' 
brigades, esteemed m stoi'it .i.s any (liat fought under the immortal 
Gustsvvus. And although stout I'lephui’n, valiant Lumsdale, coar- 
ageoiis Monroe, with myself and other caT.alicrs, made entry elsewhere 
at point of pike, yet, hiul wc all met v/itli such uppositioiu we had re- ■ 
turned with gvi.at loss and little profit. Wherefore these valjmit 
Irishes, being all put to the sword, a:- ii usual in such caijes, did never- 
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tkelcss gain immortal praise and honour; so that, for their sakes,! 
have always loved and lioiiourcd those of that nation next to my own 
country of Scotland.” 

“A command of Irish,” said Menteith, “I think I could almost pro¬ 
mise you, should you he disposctl to embrace the royal cause.” 

“ And yet,” said Captain Dalgetty, “ my scesmd and greatest difl^ 
culty remains behind; for, although 1 hold it a mean and sordid 
thing for a soldado to have nothing in bis mouth bnt pay and gelt, 
like the base eullions, flic German hinz-knechts, w’hom I mentioned 
before 5 and although 1 will maintain it with my sword, that honour 
is to be preferred before pay, free quarters, and arrears, yet, ex eon- 
trario, a soldier’s pay being the counteri)art of his engagement of 
service, it becomes a wise and considerate cavalier to consider what 
retnuncratiou he is to receive for his service, and from what funds it 
is to he paid. And truly, my lord, from what I can see and hear, the 
Convcution arc the pursemasters. The Highlanders, imlej^l. mav he 
kept in humour, by allowing them to steal cattle; ami for tiic Iri.shes, 
your lordship and your n<ihle associates may, according to the prac¬ 
tice of the wars in such eases, pay them as seldom or as little as may 
suit your pleasure or convenience; but the same mode of trcatineiit 
doth not apply to a cavalier like roc, who must keep up his horses, 
servants, arms, and equipage, and who neither can, nor will, go to 
warfare upon Ids own charges.” 

Audersoiij the domestic who had before spoken, now respectfully 
addressed his master —^“1 think, my lord,” he said, “ that, under yonV 
lonlship’s favour, I could say somcfliing to remove Captain Dalgettv s 
second objection also. Ho a.sk 8 us where we arc to collect our ii.-iy; 
now, in iny poor mind, the rc-sources are as open to us as to the Cove¬ 
nanters. 'Jney tax the country according to their jileasurc, and 
dilapidate the estates of the King’s friends; now, were wo once in 
the Lowlands, with our Highlanders and our Irish at onr hacks, and 
our swords in onr hands, we can find many a fat traitor, whose, ill- 
gotten we.'illh .shall fill onr military chest and .snti.sfy our soldiery. 
Bc.sidcs. confi.sciitions wfll fall in thick; and, in giving doiiiifions of 
forfeited lands to every advcnlurmis cnv.aliei- nlio joins his standard, 
the Kingwill at once reward his friends and pmiisli his cnomios. In 
short, he that joins these Itonndhead d(^gs may get some miscrnble 
pittance of nay—he (hat joins our slaudaririia.-'a chaneo to be knight, 
loril, or earl, if luck serve him.” 

“liavo you ever served, my good friend ?” said the Captain to tha 
spoke.sman. 

“ A little, sir, in these onr domestic quarrels,” answered tiie man, 
mode.stly. 

“But never in Germany or the Low Countries ?” said Dalgetty. 

“I never had the honoiir,” answered Anderson. 

“I profc 8 .s,” said Dalgetty, addressing Lord ilcnteith, “your lord¬ 
ship’s servant has a sensible, natural, pretty idea of militaiy matters; 
somevrluvt iiTegular, tJiough, and smells a little too imicirof selling 

b^r’s skin before he has hunted him_I will take the matter, 

into my consideration.” 

•*^Do so, Cai>tuin,” said Lonl Menteith; “you will have the niflfht 
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to think of it, for we ore now near the house, where 1 hope to enssii. 
jou a hospitwle reception.” 

“And that is what wiH be.rery welcome,” said the Oapbun, “for I 
have tasted no food since daybreak bnt a iarl of oat-«^e, which I 
divided with my horse. So 1 have been &in to draw my sword-h^ 
three bores tisnter for veiw extenuation, lest hunj^er and heavy inm 
should make the slip.’* 


CHAPTER IV. 

Onse on a tftm, DO muter vlicB, 

Some Qluatanice met in » slen i 
As licit ana tight ns over Wore 
A dork, a targe, and a daymore, 

Short bow, and belted plaid or trews. 

In Hist, IjMhabcr, SKyie, or Eewee, 

Or cover'd hard head witli Ida bonnet; 

Had yon but known tliem, you would own It. 

Heston, 

A anx was now before the hravellers, covered with au ancient 
forest of Scottish firs, the topmost of which, fiinging their scathed 
branches across the western liorizon, gleamed ruddy in the setting 
sun. In the cen^e of this wood rose the towers, or rather the diiuh- 
neys, of the house, or castle, as it was called, destined ibr the end of 
their journey. 

As usual at tliat period, one or two high>ridged naiTOW buildings, 
intersecting and crossing eadi otiher, formed the corps^de logis. A 
projecting bardzan'er two, with the addition of small turrets at tlm' 
angles, much resembling pepper-boxes, had procured for Daiulitiva* 
racli the dignified appduition of a castle. It was surrounded by a low 
court-yard wall, within which were the usual offices. 

As the travellers approached more nearly, they discovered marks 
(if recent additions to the defences of the puce, which hod been sug¬ 
gested, doubtless, by the inseeurity cf those troublesome times. Ad¬ 
ditional loop-holes for musketry were struck out in different parts oi 
the building, and of its surrounding wall. The windows had just 
been carcftniy secured by stancheons of iron, crossing each other 
athwart and end-long, like the grates of a prison. The door of the 
court-yard was sliut; and it was only after cautious cliaUenge that 
one of its leaves was opened by two domestics, botli strong Hi^iand- 
ers, and both under ai'ni.s, like Bitias and Pandmms in the JEndd, 
rciMiy to defend the entrance if aught hostile had ventured au intru¬ 
sion. 

Wlien the travellers were admitted into the court, they found 
additional preparations for defence. The walls were scaffolded 
for the nsc of fire-arms, and one or two of the small guns called 
sackers, or falcons, were mounted at the angles and flanking turrets. 

More domestics, both in the Hjghlaii#«iaLowland dress, inrtantly 
rushed from the interior of the man^iC uud some hastened to take 

a 
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ur h*saajMts>. 

th* Wnea of tke atnageni wbils <^2iera vaited to marshall them a 
way into the dyrdlinff-iwasc. But Captain Dainty refused the pro- 
ferred assistance of uiose wlm wkhed to reliem aim of the charge of 
hb horse. “ It is nqr eoiuma, mr friends, to see Gustania (for so I 
,hare called him, after my insioable master) accoimnodated myself; 
we old friends and fe!low>traTdders, and as l^ofteti need the nse 
of his legs, I ilways lend lam in my turn the service of my tongue, to 
call for whatever he has occaidoti for; "and accordingly, he strode 
into the stable after his steed without fortlicr apolo^. 

Neither Ijord ^nteith nor Ids attendants pfud the same attention 
to their horses, but leaving them to flic proffered care of the servants 
of tlie place, walked forward into the hmiBe, where a sort of dark 
vaulted vestibule displayed, among other miscellaneous articles, a 
huge barrel of two-penny ale, beside which were ranged two or three 
wooden queichs, or nickers, ready, it would appear, for the service of 
whoever thouj^t proper to empfoy tiiem. Lord Menteitb applied 
himself to the spigot, drank wi^ut ceremony, and tiicu handed the 
stoup to Anderson, who fbllowod his master’s example, but not until 
he had flung out the drop of ale which remained, and slightly rinsed 
the wooden cup. 

“ What the ueil, man,” said an old Highland servant belonging to 
the foraily, “ can she no drink aftei’ her aiu master without washing 
the cu]} spiUing the ale, and be tamned to her ? ” 

“ I was bred in France,” answered Anderson, “ where nobody 
drinks after another out of the same cup, unless it be after a young 
lady.” 

“The teil’s in their nicety! ” said Donald; “ and if the ale be gude, 
fat the waur is’t that another man’s beard’s bemr idIhe queidb be¬ 
fore ye ? ” 

Anderson’s companion drank without ohsexving the ceremony 
which had given Donald so much offmiee, imd both of thorn followed 
titeii* master nito the low-arclied stone hall, which was the common 
rendezvous of a Highland family. A large fire of peats in Uie huge 
clninuey at the up{^ end shed a dim light through the apartment, 
and was rendered necessary by the damp, by which, even during 
the snmraer, the apaa'tment yas revered uncmnfortablc. Twenty or 
thirty targets, as xxiany claymores, witli dirks, and pkids, and guns, 
both laatdi-loek and fire-lock, and long-bows, imil cross-bows, and 
LoebalKir s-xos, iind coats of plate armour, and steel bonnets, and 
head-jik'fcs, mid Ibo more ancient habergeons, or shirts of reticulated 
mail, with bond and .■sleeves cr-rrespoudingto it, all hung in coiit'usiim 
abont the wull.s tmd would have formed a inonih’.s amusement to a 
member of a uiodeni anrinuarisui•society. But sucii things were too 
fMuiliar to attract much observation on the part of the present spec¬ 
tators. 

'I'berft was a large eluiasy oaken table, which the hasty hosuifality 
©f the domestic who had before spoken, immediately spread witli milk, 
butter, ^at-milk cheese, a flagon of beer, and a flask of usqueb®, 
designed for the refwfdiraent of Dord Menteith; while an inferior 
uervant made similar prcparmimis at the bottom of the table for the 
of his ^tendants. The space which iuten ened between tltem 
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was, aecffl'dm^ to the-tnAimei’S of Uie times, sitfi&cieni^diatincUoB 
tween master and sennnt, even ttiouelt the fbnner was, as in tkenra- 
sent instance, of liijrb rank. MeanwiuKj ^ ^sts atwd by the fire 
—the young uobleirm under tiie chimney, ana his eervanta at some 
little distance. 

“ What do you tliink, Anderson,” said the former, “of’our fellow* 
trarcller ? ” 

“ A stout fellow,” rejjlieil Andersem, “ if all be good that is npeome. 
I wish w'e had twenty such, to put our Teagues into some sort of 
iliscmlinc." 

“ I differ from you, Andei-aon,” said Jjord Manteith} “I tbkik tiiia 
fellow Dalgetty is one of those horse-leediee, whoso appetite for 
blood being only sharpened by what he ha3 sucked in foreign coun- 
Irics, Jio is now returned to Uatton upon that of his own. Shame on 
the pack of these mercenary swordsmen I they have made the name 
of Scot through all Europe equivalent to tliat of a pitiful mercenary, 
who kuows neither honour nor principle but his inonlb’s pay, who 
transfers his ahcgiauce from standard to standard, at the pleasure of 
fortune or the lughest bidder; and to whose insatiable thirst for 
plunder and warm quarters wo owe much of that civil dissensiou 
which is now turning our swords against our own bowels. I had 
scarce patience with the hired gladJ.-itor, and yet could hai'dly help 
laughing at the extremity of his impudence.” 

“ Your lordship will forgive me,” said Andevsoin, “ if I recom¬ 
mend to in the present circumstances, to conceal at least a 
part of this generous indignation; we cannot, unfortunately, do 
our work without the ai^stanco of those who act on baser niotives 
than our o'wn: We cannot spare the assistance of sudi .fellows as 
our friend the soldado. To use the canting phrase of the saints in 
the Enghsli Ptu-iiament, the sons of Zcrmalt are still too many 
for us.” 

“ I must dissemble, then, ns well as I can,” said the T^rfird Menteifo, 

.as I have hitherto done, upon your hint But I wish the fellow at 
the devil ivith all my heart.’’ 

“ Ay, but still you must remember, my lord,” resumed Anderson, 

that to cure the bite of a^8Cori)ion,you must crash another scorpion 
on the wound—But stop, we shall be overheard.” 

From a side-door m the hall glided a Highlander into Uie apart¬ 
ment, whose lofty stature and eompletj equipment, ^ well as the 
eagle’s fealhSr in his bonnet, and the coiilicfence of his demeanour, 
tinnonnced to be a person of superior rank. He walked slowly up to 
till' table, and made no answer to Lord Mcnleilh, who, oddres^g 
him by the name of Allan, askc«l Itim how he did. 

“ Ye manna speak to her e’eu now,” whispered the old attendant. 

The. tall Highlander, sinking down upon tne empty settle next 
fire, fixed hi.s eye.s utx)u the red embers and the huge heap of t^^. 
and seemed buried in profound abstrwetim. His dark eyes, and’wili 
enthusiastic features, bore the air of one who, deeply impressed with 
Ids own subjects of meditation, v»yn little attention to exterior ol^ 
jects. An »dr of gloomy seventy, the fruit perhaps of aacetic and 
solitary habits, mighty in a Lowlander, have been ascribed to leli- 
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gions fiinotioim; but by that disease of the miad, then so common 
Dotii in Bngland and the Zmvlands of Scotland, tlie Highlanders of 
this perioa were rarely infected. Tliey had, howerer, their onm 
peouSar superstitions, wUeh over-clouded the mind with thick- 
ecmiiDg fancies, as* completely as the puritanism of their ueiglv- 
bonrs, 

“ His lordship’s honour,” said the Highland servant, sideling np 
to Lord Mcnteith, and speaking in a very low tone, “ his lord¬ 
ship manna speak to Allan even now, for the clond is upon his 
mind." 

Lord Mentelth nodded, and took no farther notice of the reserved 
mountaineer. 

“ Said I not,” asked the latter, suddenly raising his stately person 
upright, and looking at the domestic—” said 1 not that four were to 
come, and here .stand but three ou the hall floor? ” 

" In troth did ye say sae, Allan,” said the old Highlander, “ and 
here’s the fourth man coming clinking in at the yett e’en now from 
the stable, for he’s shelled Tike a partan, wi’ aim ou back and 
breast, haunch and shanks. And am I Ao set her chair up near 
the Meutcith’s, or down wi' the honest gentlemen at the foot of the 
table?” 

Lord Mentelth bim-self answere<l the inquiry, by pointing to a seat 
beside his own. 

“And here she comes,” said Donald, as Captain Dalgetty entered 
the liall; “ and 1 hope gentlemens will all take bread and cheese, as 
we say in the glens, until better meat be ready, until the Tiernaeli 
comes back frac the hill wi’ the southern gentlefolk, and then Dugald 
Cook wiy shew himself wi’ his kid and hill venison.” 

In the' meantime, Captain Dalgetty had entered the apartment, 
and, walking up to the seat placed next Lord Meuteith, was leaning 
on jthe back of it with his anns folded. Anderson and his companion 
waited at the bottom of the table, in a respectful attitude, until they 
should receive permission to seat themselves; while three or foih- 
Highlandersj uiuler the direction of old Donald, ran hither and 
thitlior to bring additional articles of food, or stood still to give at¬ 
tendance upon the guests. 

In the midst of these ]>reparatk>n.s, Allan suddenly started up, and 
snatching a lamp from the hand of an attend.ant, held it close to Dal- 
getty’s face, while he perused his feaiui es with Uie most heedful and 
grave attention. * 

“ By my honour,” said Dalgetty, half displeased, as, mjsteriously 
shaking his head, Allan gave up the scrutiny—“ 1 trow that lad anil 
I wHl ken each otiicr when we meet again.” 

Meanwhile Aljan stroile to the bottom of Uie table, and having, by 
the aid of lus lamp, subjected Anderson and his companion to the 
same investigation, stood a moment^ iw if in deep rencetion; then, 
touching his forehead, suddenly seized Anderson bv the arm, and 
before he could offer any effectual resistance, half led and half 
dragged him to the vacant seat at the upper end, and having made a 
mute intimation that he should there puce himself, he hurried the 
soldodo with the same unceremonious precipitation to the bottom of 
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the table, llic Captain, exceedingly incensed at titis freedom, 
dearoured to shake Allan from him with violence: Imt, powerful as 
he was, lie proved in the struggle inferior to the gigantic moun. 
taineer, who threw him off wiUi such violence, tliat (dfter reeling a few 
paces, he toll at full length, and the vaulted nail rang with the d^ ia h 
of his armour. When he arose, his first action was to draw his 
sword and fiy at Allan, who. with folded ai-ms, seemed to awmt his 
onset mth the most scornful indifference. Lord Menteith and his 
attendants interposed to preseire peace, while the ^ghlanders, 
snatching weapons from the wall., seemed prompt to increase the 
brail. 

‘■He is mad,” whispered Lord Menteith, “he is perfectly mad; 
there is no purpose in quarrelling with him.” 

“ If j'our lorosliip is assured that he is non compos mentis” said 
Dalgetty, “ the whilk his breeding and behaviour seem to testify, 
the matter must end here, seeing that a madman can neither give an 
affront, nor render honourable satisfaction. But, hy mv saul, if I 
hod my provaut and a bottle of Ehenish under m^ oel^ I should have 
stood otherways up to him. And yet it’s a pity he should be sae 
weak in the intellectuals, being a strong proper man of body, fit to 
lisndle pike, morgenstern,* or any otlier mifitary implement what¬ 
soever.’ 

I’eace was thus i-estored, and the party seated themselves agree¬ 
ably to their former arrangement, with which Allan, who had now re¬ 
turned to his settle by the fire, and seemed once more immeraed in 
meditation, did not again interfere. Lord Menteith, addressing the 
principal domestic, hastened to start some tliemo of conversation 
which might obliterate all recollection of the fri»' that hod taken 
])lacc. “ The, laird is at the hill then, Donald, 1 understand, and 
some English strangers with him?” 

“ At the hill he is, an it like your honoui’, and two Saxon cala- 
bnleros are with him sure eneugh: and tliat is Sir Miles Musgrave 
and Christopher Hall, both from the Cumraik, as I tliink they call 
their country.” 

Hall and Musgrave?” said Lord Menteith, looking at his attend¬ 
ants, “ the very men that wc wished to see.” 

“ Troth,” said Donald, “ an’ I wish I had never seen them between 
tlie cen, for they ’re come to berry us out o’ house and ha’.” 

“ Why, Donald,” said Lord Menteith, “ you did not use to be so 
churlisli of your beef and ale; southland though they they’ll 
scarce eat up all the cattle that’s going on the castle mains.’’ 

“ Teil care an they did,” said Donam, “ an that were the warst o't, 
for w'c hare a wlicen canny trewsmeu here that wadna let us want if 

' Tliis was aoortofclub.ormace, aaoct in thccarUcrpartoftlieuventasnthcentttri'bl 
the dcfcnco of hrcaches and walls. the Germans ioimltcd a Scotch regiment then 

heslejfcd in Trailsund, saying they heard there was a sli^ come firom Ponmarh to them 
latlen with tobaccopipo»» “OneofourgoWlcrs,** says ColonelBobcrtJMuiiro, ^shewing 
ilioni over the work a inorgpnstem, made of a large atodt bandctl with Iron, like the 
shaft of a imlberd, with a round gIol>c at the end with cross litm pikes, Mitli, ** Here U 
f>ne oftlm tobacco-pipes, wherewith wo will beat out your braiw when you Intend to 
atorss ufc* ” 
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tlM:« inut»iunned beaM atween ibis a&d But is a varse 

nae less than a wag^or.” 

“ A waiter!" repeated IjiW Menteith, with soaie surprise.’ 

** Trath," conUuoed to the fUU ns ea^ to tetl his news as 

Lord Menteith was curious to h<Mir them, “ as your lonislup is a 
friend and Idnsiaan o’ the house, an' «ib yell hear encuffh o’t in less 
than an hour, 1 may aa weel tell yc my»^. Ye sail be plcf^d then 
to know, thirt when our Laird was up in England, where he ganjfs 
oftener thwa his friends can wish, he was bidini' at the house o' tins 
8 ir Milos MusgTave, an’ there was putten on the table six candle¬ 
sticks, that they tell me were twice as mnekie as the candlesticks in 
Dumblano kirk, and neither aim, brass, nor tin, but a’ solid silver, 
nac lessup wi’ their English pride, ha.s sac rnuckle, and kens sac 
little how to aniide itl Sac they licipiu to jeer the Laird, that he saw 
uae sic gi'aitli in his ain poor country; and the Laird, scnrninjf to hac 
hfa country put down without a word for its credit, swore, like a gude 
Scotsman, that he had mair candlesticks, and hotter candlesticks, in 
his ain eastle at liame, than were ever hgidetl in a hall in Cumber- 
lnu<l, an Cumberland be the name o’ the countiy.” 

* 'Hint was patriotically said," observed Lord Meuteitli. 

“ Pary true," said Doiudd j “ but her honour liad better line hnuden 
her tongue; for if ye say ony tiling ainang the Baxons that’s a wee 
by ordimvr, they clink ye down for a wager as fast as a Lowland sndiJi 
would Imminer shoon on a Highland shelty. An’ so the Laird 
behoved either to mo back o’ his word. or wager twa hnnder nicrks; 
and so he e’en took the wager, rather than be shamed wi’ the like o’ 
them. And now he’s like to get it to pay, and I’m thinking that’s 
what makes him sao swear to come bnme’at e’en.” 

“ Indeed,” said Lord Menteith, “ from my idea of ymir fum ily plate, 
Donald, yonr master is certain te lose such a wager.” 

“ Your homnu- may swear that; an’ where he’s to get flic siller I 
kenna, alteongh he borrowctl out o’ twenty purses. Ifidvised him to 
pit the twa Saxon gentlemen and their servants cannily into tlie nit 
o' tho tower tiU they gae up the bargain o’ free gude will, but tne 
Laird winna hear reason.” 

Alhan here started up, strode forward, and intcmtpted the eonversa- 
tion, saying to the domestic in a voice like thunder, " And hmv' dared 
you to give my bmther such dishonourable advice ? or how dare you to 
say ho will lose this or any other wager which it ia lus pleasure to'Jay ? ” 

“ Troth, Allan M'Aulay,” answered the old man, “ it’s no for my 
fatlicr’s son to gamsay wlint your fkther’s son thinks fit to snv, an' so 


that the toil a candlestick, or ony thing like il^ is in the house, except 
the anld mrn branches that hae been here since Laird Kenneth’s time, 
and the tin sconces that youi* father gard be made by anld Willie 
Winkie the tinkler, mair ae token that ileil an nnee of siller plate is 
about tbs house at a’, forby the lady's auld posset dish, th^ wants the 
cover <am ane o’ the lugs.*' 

“ l^sac^ old man I” said Allan, fiercely; “ and do you, gentlemen, 
if vmtr refection is ftnfshe^ leave this apartment clear; I must pre- 
U for the reception of these southern guests.” 
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“ Come swaj ” said iite d<Mnes(ie, MeaMUi by Uw, 

sleeve; “ bis hour is tm Mm,” stud he, lookiag toward JUku, “ and. 
he will not be controlled." 

They left the hall accordinely, Lord Mentcith and the Captain 
bein^ ushered one way by old l^ald,.aad tiie two attendants eon- 
ducted elsewhere by another Highlander. The fomaer had scarcely 
reached a sort of withdrawing apartment ere they wore joined by the 
lord of the mansion, Angus M*AMay by name, and his Englidi guests. 
Great joy was expressed by all parties, for Lord Mentmth md the 
English gentlemen were well known to each other; and on Lord 
Menteilh’s introduction. Captain Dalgetty was well received by the 
Laird. But after tiie first bnrst of hospitable congratulation was 
over. Lord Meuteith eouM observe '&at there was a wade of sadness 
on the brow of his Highland firiend. 

" You must have heard,” said Sir Christciphcr Hall, “ that our fine 
imJeruikiDg in Cumberland ia all Wown up. The militia would not 
nuu-eh into Seoflan^ and your prick-oar'tl Oovenant-CTS liavebeen . 
too hal'd for our fi^ds in the sonthem shires. And so, under¬ 
standing there is some stirring work here, Musgrave and I, rather 
than sit idle at home, are come to have a campaign among your kilts, 
and phuds.” 

“ 1 hope you have brought arms, men, and money with you,” said 
liord Menteith, smiling. 

“ Only some dozen or two of troopers, whom we left at the last 
Lowlaud village,” said Musgrave, “ and trouble enough we had to get 
til'-in so far." 

“ As for money," said his companion, “we expect a small supply 
from our friend and host hero.” * 

The Laird now. eolouriiig highly, took Menteith a little aput^ 
and c.\prcssed to him his regret ^t he'had fallen into a fooUah 
blunder. 

" 1 heard it from Donald," said Lord Menteith, scarce able to- 
suppress a smile. 

“Devil take that old man,” said M'Aulay, “bewould tell every 
tiling, were it to cost one’s Ifie; but it’s no jesting matter to yoa 
mdther, my lord, for I reckon on your friendly and fraternal benovo- 
ieneo, as a near kinsman of our house, to help me out with the 
money due to tliese nock-pudiliugs; or else, to be plain wi' ye, the 
dcil a M’Aulay will there he at the muster, for curse me if 1 do not 
turn Covenanter ratlier limn foce these fellows without imying. them; 
and at the best, 1 shall be iU enough off, getting both the soaith and 
the scorn." 

“ You may suppose, coasin," said Lord Mentcitk “1 am not too 
well equipt just now; hut yon may be assured X Mall endeavour to 
help you as well as 1 can, f«r the sake of old kindred, neighbourhood, 
ami lillianee." 

“ Thank ye—tiiank ye—thank ye,”reiter^ed M'Aulay; “andas 
they are to i^end the money in the King’s service, wl»t signifies 
whether you, they, or I pay it ?—we are a’ one miui’s baims, I hope t 
But you must help me out t«x> with some reasonable excuse, or ehe 
1 sliall be for taking to Andrea Ferrara; for 1 like not to be treMea 
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wiMurj. 

' Doiii^ M tlie; were speaking, entered, with rather a Uither face 
titan he might hare been expect to wear, eansidering the impnd- 
iag &te of his master’s purse and credit. Gentiemens, her dinner 
Is ready, and her candles are lighted too,” sud Domdd, witii a strong 
gutturu emphasis on the last chtuse of his speech. 

, ** What the devil can he mean?” said Blusgmre, looking to his 

countryman. 

Lord Monteith put the same question with his eyes to the Laird, 
which M^Aulay answered by shaking Ms head. 

A short dispute about precedence somewhat ielnjoi their leaving 
the apartment. Lord Menteith insisted upon yielding up that which 
-belonged to his rank, on consideration of his being in his own 
i^ihitry, and of his near connection with the family in winch they 
|;fonnd theuisolvea. The two English strangers, therefore, were first 
{■’ushered into the hall, where an unexjiectim display awaited them. 
The large oaken table was spread with substantial joints of meat, 
and seats were placed in order for the guests. Behind every seat 
stood a gigantic Highlander, completely clressed and anned after the 
Usahiou of his country, holding in his right hand bis drawn sword, 
with the point turned downwards, and m the left a blazing torch 
made of the bog-pine. This w'ood, found ui the morasses, k so full 
of turpentine, that, when split and dried, it is frequently used in the 
IBghlaiids instead of caudles. The unexpectm and somewhat 
startling apparition was seen by tlie red glare of the torches, which 
dkph^^ tlie wild featmca, unusual dress, and glittering arms of 
those who bore them, while the smoke, eddying up to the roof of the 
ball, overcanopied them with a volume of vapour. Ere the strangers 
had recovered from their surprise, Allan stept forward, and pointing 
with hk sheathed broadsword to the torch-bearers, said, in a deep 
and stern tone of voice, “ Behold, gentlemen cavaliers, the chan¬ 
deliers of my brother’s house, the ancient fashion of our aiiciout 
.-:jname; not one of these men knows any law but their Chief’s com- 
.mand—-Would you dare to compare to TiiFja in value Uie richest ore 
that ever was dug out of the mine ? How say you, cavalier.s ?—k 
your wager won or lost ? ” 

“ Lost, lost,” said Musgrave, gaily—“ my own silver candlesticks 
are all melted and ri^ng on horseoack by tins time, and 1 wish the 
bellows that enlisted were half as trusty as these.—Here, sir,” he 
added to the Chief, “ is your money; it impairs Hall’s finances and 
mine somewhat, but debts of honour must be settled.” ' 

“ My father’s curse upon my fathers son.” said Allan, interrupting 
him, “if he receive from you one penny! It is enough that you 
claim no right to exact from him what is nk ow'ii.” 

^rd Menteith eagerly supported Allan’s opinion, and the elder 
* ulay readily joined, dedoniig the whole to be a fool’s business, 

. not worth spiking more about. The Englishmen, after some 
hrteous oppositimi, were persuaded to regard the whole ns a joke. 

“ And now, Allan,” said the Laird, “ please to remove your candles; 



for, dnce the Saxon gonitlein^ bnre seen (ban, ^1^ idU vat tlidr 
dinner as comfortably tbc ligjit old tm ajoneea, ivitbout 
aeomfislung them vitu so UHira smtdce." ^ ^ . 

Accordingly, at a sign fiom AQaOj the tivioj^ ohandeliers, recovmv 
ing their bruMswords, and holding the pomt erect, uuncltod out of 
the ball, and left the guests to etyoy their refreshment.*' 


CHAPTEE V. 

Tlicrulqr ao ftarleue tnl lo RjU be gretr, 

'llaat tiM own syre abA niaUter of bta gulae 
Did often ifetnble at bla horrid ‘vienr; 
and If fbr dread of hart rronld him ad-riae, 

Hid angry boaetet not rashly to dcaplse, 

3ior tod much to proroke; for be rrould Icorao 
Tlia lion stoup to him in lowly wise, 

(A lesson luird,) and mak« the libbard steme 
Leave roaring, rrhen In rage he Sir rovenge did eanxx 

SrxNsra. 

Notwithstakmng the proverbial epicurism of the English^— 
proverbial, that is to say, m Scotland at ttie period,—-the English 
visiters made no figure whatever at the entertainment compared 
with the portentous voracity of Captain Dalgetty, although that’ 
gallant soldier had ali'eady displayed much steadiness and pertinac% 
in his attack upon the lifter rareshment set befdre them at their 
entrance, by way of forlorn hope. He spoke to no one during the 
time of his meal: and it was not until the victuals were nearly with- 
dra'wn from the tabic, tliat he gratified the rest of the company, who 
had watched him with some surprise, with an account of the reasons 
why he ate so very fast and ao very long. 

“ The foi'mer (iuality,” he said, “ he had acquired, while he filled a 
place at the bursar’s table at the Mareschal-Cofl^e of Aberdeen: 
when," said he, ** if you did not move yoiir jaws s^ fast as a pair of 
castanets, you were very unlikely to get any tiling tp put between 
them. And ns for the quantity of my food, be it known to this 
•honourable company,” continued the Captain, “thatit’s the duty of. 
every commander of a fortress, on all occasions which offer, to seciae ' 
as much munition and rivers as their ma^zines can possibly ho1% 
not knowing u’hen they may have to sustain a siege or a blockade. 
Upon which principle, gentlemen,” said he, “ when a cavalieif finds 
that provant is good and abundant, he mil. in my estimation, do 
■ wisely to victual himself for at least three days, ns tnere is no know¬ 
ing when lie may come by another meal.” 

The Laird expressed his acquiescence in the prudence of this prin¬ 
ciple, and recommended to the veteran to add a tass of brandy and a 
flagon of claret to the substantial provisions he had already laid h), 
to which proposal the Captfun readily agreed. 

^ Sucb a bet ae that mentioned in the text ia raid to have been taken by MacDonald of 
f K^poeb, who extricated bbnMlf In Uic manner here narrated. 
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When dtoer vm removed, and tlie serraiite bad withdrawn, 
excepting- tifur Laird’s pag^ or henchman, who remuucd in 
apartmentTo call for or bring whatever was wanted, or, in a word, 
to answer the purposes of a modem bell-wire, tlie conversation 
began to ttim upon politics, imd the state of the country; and Lord 
Menlcith inquired anxiously and particularly what dans were ex¬ 
pected to join the proposed muster of the King’s friends. 

“ 'I'liivt depends much, niy lord, on the person who lifts the banner,” 
said the Laird; “for you know we Highlanders, when a few clans 
are nsscinided, are not easily commanded by ouo of our own Chiefs, 
or, to sny the truth, by any other body. We have heard a rumour, 
indeed, that Colkittn—that is, young Colkitto, or Alaster M'Donald, 
is come over the Kyle from Ii-emd, with a body of the Earl of 
^itrim’s people, and that they bad got as ftir as Ardnamureban. 
Thev miglit have been here before now, but, I suppose, they loitered 
to plunder tJio country as they came along.” 

‘'Will Colkitto not serve you for a leader, then?” said Lord 
Monfeith. 

“ Colkitto! ” said Allan M'Aulay, scorafWly; “ who talks of Col- 
ktWo ? There lives but one man whom we will follow, and that is 
Montrose.” 

“But Montrose, sir,” said Sir Christopher Hall, “has not been 
Jicm-d of since onr ineffectual attempt to rise in tte north of England. 
It is thouglit ho has returacd to the King at Oxford for farther in- 
struction.s.” 

“ llcUirncd! ” said Allan, with a scornful laugh; “ I could tell ye, 
but it is not worth my while; ye will know aoou enough.” 

“ honour, Alan,” said Lord Menteilb, “ you will weary out 

your Iriends with this intolerable, froward, and sullen humour_Bui; 

1 know the reitaon,” udded he, lauglung; “you have not seen Auuot 
Lyle to-day.” 

“ Whom' did you say I had not seen ?” said Allan, sternly. 

“ Annot Lyle, the liiiry queen of song and minstrelsy,” said Lord 
Mcnteilli. 

“ Would to (1ml I were never to see her again,” said Allan, sighuig, 
“ on condifjim flio same weird were laid on you 1 ” 

“ And M'h.y on me ?” said Loi'd Menteith, carelessly. 

‘ Because,” .said Allan, “ it is written on your forehead, that you 
are to bo tho rmn of each other.” So saying, he rose up and left the 
room. * 


“ Has ho been long in this way ?” asked Lord Menteith, addressing 
his brother. 



'1 qniekly pledged, and as fast succeeded bv another, 

,-^nao another, and another, all of a party cast, and enforced in an 
enniMt manner. Captmn Dalgotty, however, thought it ncce-ssarv 
, to enter a protest. . ' “ 
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“ Gentlemen oavdiors ” ho saU, “ I drink thoBO heMyiLj^TOa, 
both out of respect to this honourable and hospitable i'onH|ii||^ 
seeundo, because I hold it not good to be prececse in sucnHHH 
intef poculit ; but I protest, agreeable to the warrandice grantedlfy 
this honourable lord, that it shall be free to me, notwithstanding my 
present comijlaisance, to take serrice with the Covenanters to¬ 
morrow, provided I shall 1)6 so minded.” 

M'Aulay and his English guests stared at this declaration, which 
would have certainly bred nnw disturbance, if Lord Mcntcith had not 
taken u]) the affair, and exphuned tho circtimstances and conditions. 
" I trust,” he conduded, “ wo shall i)c aide to secure Captain Dal- 
getty’s assistance to our own party.” 

“ And if not,” said the Laird, “ I protest, as tho Captain says, that 
nothing that lias passed this evening, not creu his having eaten my 
bread and salt, and nlcd^fcd me in brandy, Bourdeaux, or usquebaugh, 
shall prejudice my deavmg him to the neck-bone." 

“ You simll be heartily welcome,” said the Captain, “ provided my 
.sword cannot keep my head, which it has done in worse dangers 
than your feud is likely to make for me.” 

Hei’o Ijord Menteith ^aiu inter|)oaed, and the concord of the 
company lieing with no small difficulty restoi'cd, was cemented by 
porno deep carouses. Lord Menteith, however, contrived to break 
np the party e.arllcr tlian was the usage of the castle, under preteuco 
of fatigue and indisposition. This was somewhat to the disajipoint- 
i!icnt of the valiant Captain, who, among other habits acqiiuod in 
the J.ow coiinh'ies, had acquired both a disposiliou to Jnuk, and a 
oan.icily to bcjir.-an exorbitant quontity of strong liquors. 

'I’beir landlord ushered them in person to a sort of slcepmg 
gallery, in which there was a four-post betl, with tartan curtains, 
and a number of cribs, or long Imnqicrs, placed along tlic wall, three 
of wbleli, well stuffed with blooming heather, were prepared for tho 
reception of guests. 

“ I need not tell your lordship,” said M'Aulay to Lord Menteith, a 
little apart, “onr Highland mode of quaiiering. ^ Only that not 
liking you should sleep in the room alone witii this German. land¬ 
louper, I have caused your servants’ bods to be made here in the 
gallci"}'. By G—d, my lord, these ore times when men go to bed 
with a throat hale and sound as ever swallowed brandy, and befoio 
next morning it may be gaping Ufce an oyster-shell.” 

Lord jMentcith thanked him sincerely, saying, “ It was just ijic 
arrangement he would luivc requested; for, aJtltovigh ho had not the 
least aiiprehonsiou of violence from Captain Dalgetty, yet Anderson 
was a better kind of person, a sort of gentleman, whom' he always 
liked (o have near his person.” 

1 have not seen this Anderson,” said M'Avtlay; “ did you hire 
him in England ?" 

“ I dill so,” said Lord Menteith; “ you will see the man to-mor¬ 
row; in the meantime I wish you goou-night." 

llis host left the apartment alter the evening, salutation, and 
Was about to pay the same compliment to Captmn Dsdgetty, but 
ob'crving him deeply engaged in the discussion of a huge pitcher 
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filled with brandy-posset, he thoneht it a pity to distnrb him m 
so laudable an employment, and tome his leave without farther cere¬ 
mony. 

Lord Menteith’s two attendants entered tlie apartment almost 
immediately after his departure. Hie ffood Captam, who was now 
somewhat encumbered with his good cheer, began to find the un¬ 
doing of the clasps of his armour a task somewhat difficult, and 
addressed Anderson in those words, interrupted by a slight hic¬ 
cup,—■* Anderson, my good friend, vou may read in Scriptnre, that 
he tiiat putteth off his armour shomd not boast himself like he that 
putteth it on—I believe that is not the right word of command; 
hut the plain truth of it is, I am like to sleep in my corslet, like 
many an honest fellow that never waked again, unless you unloose 
this buckle.” 

“ Undo his armour, Sibbald,” said Anderson to the other servant. 

“ By St Andrew! ” exchaimed the Captain, tuniing round in great 
astonislimcnt, “ here’s a common fellow—a stipendiary with four 

S ounds a-year and a liveiy-cloak, thinks himself too good to serve 
:itt-roastcr Dugald Ualgeto of DrumtUwacket, who has studied 
hnmauity at the Mareschal-doUege of Aberdeen, and served half the 
princes of Europe! ” 

“ Captain Daigetty,” said Lord Menteith, whose lot it was to stand 
peacemaker througliout the evening, “please to understand that 
Anderson waits upon no one but myself; but I will help Sibbald to 
undo your corslet with much pleasure.” 

“ Too much trouble for you, my lord,” said Daigetty; “ atid yet it 
would do YOU no harm to practise' how a handsome h.arncss is ]>ut on 
and put off. I can step m and out of mine like a glove; only to¬ 
night, allliough not ebriux, I am, in the dsissic phrase, vino ciboque 
gmvuttix.” 

By this time he was unshelled, and stood before the fire musing 
with a face of drunken wisdom on the. events of tlie evening. What 
seeniod chiefly to interest him, was the character of Allan M‘Aulay. 
“ To come over the EnglLdimen so cleverly with his Highland torch- 
bearers—eight bare-brm'hed Rories for six silver candlesticks!— 
it was a masterpiece—a tour de passe —it was perfect legerde¬ 
main —and to bo a madman after all!—I doubt greatly, my lord,” 
(sliaking his head,) “ that 1 must allow him, notwithstanding his re¬ 
lationship to your lordship, the pririlege.s of a rational person, and 
either batoon him sufficiently to expiate the violence offered to my 
person, or else bring it to a matter of mortal arbitrcineiit, as beconietlt 
an insulted cavalier.” 


“ If you core to hear a long story,” said Lord Menfeitli, “ at this 
time of night. I can toll you how the circumstances of Allan s birth 
accoimt so well for his singular cliaractcr, as to jmt such satisfaction 
entirely out of the question.” 

“ A long story, my lord,” said Captain Dalgettv, “ is, next to a 
good evening draught and a warm nightcap, the best shoemg-horn 
for drawing on a sound sleep. And since your lordship is jneased 
to take the trouble to tell it, I shall rest your patient ami obliged 
auditoi'.” 
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' “ Anderson,” said Lord Menteitb, “ and you, Sibbald, aie dying to 
bear, I suppo.sc, of tins strange man too 5 and I believe 1 must in¬ 
dulge vour curiosity, that you may know how to behave to him in 
time of need. You bad better step to the Are then.” 

Having thus assembled on audience about bim. Lord Mcnieith sat 
down upon the edge of the four-post bed, while Captain Dalgctty, 
wiping the relics of tlie posset from his beard and mustachoc.<), and 
rei)cating the first verse of the Lutheran psalm, Allc guter geister 
loom den Herm, See. rolled himself into one of the places of reimse, 
and thrusting his shock pate from betmvcu the blankets, listened 
to Lord Menteith’s relation in a mo.st luxurious state, between slce]*- 
ing and waking. 

*• The father,” said Lord Mcntcith, “ of the two brothcr.s, Angus 
and Allan M'Aulay, was a gentleman of consideration and fanuly, 
oeing the chief of a Highland clan, of good account, though not uu- 
mcrons; his lady, the mother of these young men, was a gentlewo¬ 
man of good family, if I may be permitted to say so of one nearly 
connected wit* my own. Her brother, an honourable and siiirited 
young man, obtained from James the ^ixtb a grant of forestry, and 
other privileges, over a royal chase adjacent to this castle; and, in ex- 
croismg anu defending tneso rights, he was so unfortunate as to 
involve’himself in a qiianul with some of onr Highland freebooters, 
or catcrans, of whom I think, Captaiu Dalgctty, you must have 
heard.” 

“ And that I have,” said the Captain, exerting liiniself to answer 
the anneal. “ Before I left the Mareselml-Coilegc i)f Aberdccit, 
Dugald Garr was playing the devil in the Givrioeh, and the Farouhar- 
soiis on Dee-side, and the Clan Chiittau on the Gordons’ lands, and 
the Grants and Camerom! in Moray-land. And since that, 1 have 
seen the Cnivtits and Fandours in Fannonia mid Transylvania, and 
the Cossacks from the Polish frontier, and robbers, banditti, and 
barbarians of all countries besides, so that J have a distinct idea of 
your broken 1 lighlandraen." 

“ The clan,” said Lord Menteitb, “ with whom the maternal uncle 
of the M’A ulavs had been placed in feud, was a small sept of banditti, 
called, from their homseless state, and their incc.-ssanlly wandering 
among tlie mountains and glens, the Children of the Mist, nicy are 
ai fierce and hardy people, witli all the irritability, and wild and 
venge ful passions, proper to men who have never known the rcstiuint 
of civilized society. A party of them lay in wait for the unfortunate 
Warden of the horest, surprised him while hunting alone and un¬ 
attended, ami slew him with every eircumstmicc of iuventivc cruelty. 
They cut off his head, and resolved, in a bravado, to exhibit it at the 
castle of Lis brother-in-law. The laird was absent, and the lady 
reluef.antly received os guests, meti against whom, iHirhaps, she wits 
afraid to’slmt her gates. Refreshments were placed before tlm 
Children of the Mist, who took an opportunity to take the head of 
their victim from the plaid in whicJi it was wrajit, pbiced it on the 
table, put a piece of bread between the lifolo.ss jaws, bidding llicm do 
their office now, since many a good meal they had oaten at that table. 
Tlve lady, who liad been absent for some household puriiosc, entered 
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at tiiis moment, and, upon txdiolding her brother’s hemJ, fled like ait ’ 
orrw out of the house into the woods, ufteriug slu'iek upon shriek. 
The ruffi.'WM, satisfied witli this savage triumph, withdrew. Tiie 
terrified menials, after overcoming tlie alarm to which tlioy had been 
subjected, sought their unfortunate misEross in every direction, hut 
she was nowhere to be found. The miserable husband retunied next 
day, and, with the assistance of his people, undertook a more anxious 
anil distant search, but to equally little jiurposc. It was believed 
universally, that, in the ecsto.sy of her ten-or, she must either Imvc 
thrown iieiself over one of the numerous precipicc-s which overhang 
the river, or into a deep lake about a mile from the castle, Ucr loss 
was the more lamciiU-d, as she was six months advanced in her 
pregnancy; Angus M'Aulav, her eldest son, haring been boi'n about 
eighteen months before.—Uut 1 tiro you, Captain i)aJgel ty. and yon 
seem inclined to sleep.” 

" By no means,” answered the soldier “ I am no whit somnolent; 

I alwiivs hear best with my eyes shut. It is a fashion I learned when 
I stood scntiue).” * . _ _ • 

“ And I daresay,” said Lord Mentoith, aside to Anderson, “ the 
weight of the halberd of Iheseigeant of the round ^often made lum 
open them." 

Being anpnrently, however, in the humour of stoiy-telling, tlie 
young nolderaau went on, addressing himself duelly to Jiis servant';, 
without minding the slumbering veteran. 

“ Every baron in the country,” said he, “now swore revenge li-r 
this drcitdfid crime. They took arms with th.e relations and brotiier- 
in-law of the tnnniered person, and the Childi'cn of tlie Mist were 
hnntcil dowi, I believe, with as little mercy as they had themselves 
inimifested. Boventeen heads, the bloody trophies of their vengeance, 
weiai distributed among the allies, and fed the crows ujxm the gates 
of theii- castles. The survivors sought out more distant wildcrmwses, 
to wiiich they retreated.” 

*•' To your right hand, counter-march, and retreat to your fornu r 
grounil,'' sai<l Captain Jialgetty; the mih'faiy plirase having jirodiua-d 
the correspondent word of coiitmand; and then starting tip, prof<-si-eJ 
ho had Im'cu profoundly attentive to every word liiat l»ad been spokmi. 

“ It is Die custom in summer,” said Lord Menteith, without attend¬ 
ing to his ai’ology, “ to send the, cows to (he upland pastures to hav" 
the honelit of tliegras.s; and the maids of tne villag'c, and of the 
family, go there to milk them in llic morning and evening. While 
thus employed,_ tlie fe'iuales of this family, to ilieir great terrer, per¬ 
ceived I hat their luoUons were watched sit a dislniice by si ]iale, thin, 
meagre figure, bearing a strotig resemblanco to their deceased 
mix(re.s.s. and parsing, of coui'se, li>r her apiiaritinn. When some of 
Ac boldc.st resolved to approach fids fadml form, it fled from them 
into the woods with a wild shriek. TJie husband, informed of tliis 
arcnm.staiK'.c, came up to the glen with some altemliuN, and took 
las measures' so well as to intercept the retreat of the unhappy . 
Eugijive. aiul to secure the person of his unfortmiate lady, though 
her intelleet proved to be totally deranged. Jlow rhe snpportod her¬ 
self daring her wamlering in the wooihb could not be known—some 
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supposed slie lived upon roots and wild-ben-ies, with which the woods 
at ttiat season abounded; but the greater part of the vulgar wero 
satisfied that she must have subsistea upon the nrilfc of the wild does, 
or been nourislied by the fairies, or supported in some msuiner equally 
marvellous. Her re-appearanee was more easily accounted tor. Shu 
had seen from the thicket the milking of the cow's, to superintend 
which had been her favourite domestic employment, and the habit 
had prevailed even in her dermigcd state of mind. 

“ In duo season the unfortunate mdy was delivered of a boy, who 
not only shewed no appearance of having suti’ered from his mother's 
calamities, but appeared to bo an infant of uncommon liealUi and 
strength. The unhappy mother, after her confinement, recovered 
her reason—at least in a great measure, but never lior boalth and 
spirits. Allan was her only joy. Her attention to liioi wa.s un¬ 
remitting; and unqucstiouably she must have impressed upon his 
early mind many of those superstitious ideas to which hi.s moody and 
enthusiastic temper gave so ready a reception. She died when he 
was about ten years old. Her la-st woi^ds were spoken to him in 
private; but there is little donbt that they convoyed an injiinction of 
vengeance upon the Children of the Mist, with wiiicli he lias since 
amply compfied. 

“ From this moment, the habits of Allan ■ M'Auloy were totally 
changed. He had hitlierto been his mother’s cou.'stnnt companion, 
listening to her dreanw, and reiieating his ow’ii, and feeding liis 
imagination, which, probably from the circumstances preceding Ids 
birth, was constilutionally deranged, with all the wihj and teiriblo 
superstitions so common to the mbuntaincei's. to wiiicli his uiifortimatc 
mother had become mudi addicted since her brother’s death. ,I$y 
ilvmg in this mamier, the boy had gotten a timid, wild, startled look, 
loved to seek out solifcvry places in the wotais, sind was never so much 
tendfied as by the approach of children of the same tige. 1 remem¬ 
ber, althtmgh some years younger, being lironghl up iiere by my 
father upon a visit, nor can I forget the ustoiiisliinent with winch t 
.^aw this irifant-hennit shun every attempt I nunlo to engage liirti in 
Iho .-iports natural to our age. I can remrnibcr Ids fallirr btiwailhig 
his tiisposifion to mine, and nHeging-. at tha same time, that i(. w.n 
impossible for him to take from his wife tlio company of lim by, as 
lie seemed to be the only consolation that reiuiuncu to her in tlds 
w'orld, find as tlie amn.semcnt which Albm’s society her 

seemed to prevont the recurrence, at least in its iiiil force, of that 
iVarfnl mahuly by which kIic liad been visitod. lint, afow ilic dentil 
of his mother, fbe Iwbits and maimcre of the hoy scenioil jj: tmeo to 
ch.r.igc. It is true Jie remained as tlionglitful aml sorioiia as before; 
and I'lng tits of silence and nbstniction snowed plainly tliat bis disjio- 
sition, in this respect, was in no degree altered, lint at other time.s, 
he sought out the rendezvous of the youth oftlie clan, whicJi he had 
hitheno seemed anxious to avoid, lie took sliiire in idi then- exor¬ 
cises: and, from his very c.vtraordinur)'personal streiigi.h, soon ex¬ 
celled his lirotheriind other vouths. wlioso age consuh nihly ('xceeded 
his own. 'I'hcy who had hitherto held 1dm in coiitempi, now feared, 
if tliey did not love him; and, instead of Allan’s being esteemed a 
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dreaming, vomamsli, and feeble-minded boy, those who encountered 
him in sports or military exercise, now complained tliat, when heated 
by the strife, he was too apt to turn game into eanicst, and to forget 
that he was only engaged in a friendly trial of strength.—But I speak 
to regardless earsj’^said Lord Menteith, interrupting himself, for the 
Captain’s nose now gave the most indisputable signs that he was fast 
locked in the arms of oblivion. 

“ If )'Ou mean the cars of that snorting swine, my lord," said An¬ 
derson, “ tliey are, indeed, shut to any thing that you can say; never¬ 
theless, thi.s place being unfit for more private conference, I hope 
you will have the goodness to proceed, for Sibbald’a benefit and tor 
mine. The history of this poor young fellow has a deep and wild 
interest in it.” 

“ You must know, then,” proceeded Lord Menteith, “ that Allan 
continued to increase in .strength and aedvitr till his fifteenth year, 
about which time he assumed a total iudepenueuue of character, and 
impatience of control, which much alarmed his surviving parent. He 
was absent in the woods fur whole days and nights, under pretence of 
hunting, though he did not always bring home game. His father 
wag the more alarmed, because several of the Children of the Mist, 
encouraged by the increasing troubles of the state, had ventured back 
to their old haunts, nor did he think it altogether safe to renew any 
attack upon them. The risk of Allan, in his wanderings, sustaining 
injury from tliese vindictive freebooters, was a perpetual source of 
apprehension. 

*• 1 was myself upon a visit to the castle wliep tills matter was 
brought to a crisis. Allan had been absent since daybreak in the 
woods, where I had sought for him in vain; it was a dark storiny 
night, and he did not return. His father expressed the utmost anxiety, 
and spoke of detaching a party at the dawn of moniiiig in quc-st of 
liiiii; when, as we were sitting at the supner-table, the door suddenk 
opened, and Allan entered the room witli a proud, firm, and confi¬ 
dent air. Hi.s intractability of temper, as well as the uu.setlled state 
of liis mind, had such an influence over Iiis father, that he suppressed 
all otlior tuKcns of dLs])le.i.stirc, excepting the observation that I had 
killed a fat buck, and had returned before sunset, while be sii|)posed 
Allan, who had been on the hill till midnight, Inul returned with 
empty hands, ‘Are you .sure of that?’ siiid Allan fiercely; ‘ here is ■ 
something will tell you another tale.’ 

“ We now observed bis bands wore bloody, and that there ivere 
.■-liols of blood on his face, and waited the issue with impatience; 
when suddenly, undoing the corner of hi.s plaid, he roUed down on 
the table a human head, bloody and new severed, .saying at the same 
lime, ‘ J jie thou where the head of .a better man lay before vc.’ rroin 
tlie li.iggard features, and matted red hair and beard, partly grizzled 
with !ige, liisfatiier and otljers present recognized the bead of Hector 
of the Alist. a well-known letiuer among the outlaw's, redoubted for 
streng'tb and ferocity, who liad been active in the mnnler of the uu- 
tbvluuate Forester, tnicle to Allan, and Iwd csea])ed hy a desperate 
defence and e.vtraordinary agility, when so many of his' companions 
were destroyed. AVc were all, it may be believed, struck with sur- 
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prise, but Allan refused to ffratify our curiosity; and we only coi\jec> 
tured that he must have overcome the outlaw after a (lesperato 
struggle, because we discovered that he had sustained severd wounds 
from the contest. All measures were now taken to ensure him 
against the vengeance of the freebooters; but neither lus wounds, 
nor the positive command of his father, nor even the locking of the 
gates of the castle and the doors of his apartment, were precautions 
adequate to prevent Allan from seeking out the very persons to whom 
he was peculiarly obiiosious. He made bis escape hy.night from the 
window of the ajiartmeut, and laughing at his fathers vmn care, pro¬ 
duced on one occasion the head of one, and upon anotlior those of 
two, of the Children of tlic Mist. At length these men, fien'ic ns they 
were, became appalled by the inveterate tuiimosity and audacity witn 
which Allan sought out their rece 3 .se 8 . As he jicvor hesitated to 
encounter any odds, they concluded that he must bear a charmed life, 
or fight under the guardianship of some supernatural influence. 
Keither gun,^ dirk, lior dourlacV they said, availed anglit against 
him. They imputed this to the remarkable eircumitanccs under 
which he was born; and at length five or six of tlie stoutest catoraiis 
of the Highlands would have fled at Allan’.s lialloo.or the blast of liis 
liorii. 

“ 111 flic meanwhile, however, the Cliildrcn of the Mist, carried on 
tlieir old trade, and did the M‘Aulnys, as well as their kinsmen and 
allies, as much mischief as they could. Tins provoked anotlicr expe- 
:liti(Hi against Uie tribe, in wlucli I had my share; wo surprised fhem 
;‘ffe<;fually, by besetting at once the upper and under passes of the 
country, iind made aueli clean work iw i.s usual on these ocensions, 
burning and slaving- right before u.s. In this terrible species of war, 

. veil the female’s and the helpless do not always e-scape. One little 
•uaiden alone, who smiled upon Allan's drawn ilirk, escaped his 
veugoaiicc upon my earnest entreaty. She was brought to the castle. 
Old here bred up ilnder the name of Annot Lyle, the most beantiful 
dtile fairy certaiuly that ever danced upon a heath by moonlight. It 
w.is long’cre Allan could endure the presence of the. ebild, unlil it 
tccurred to Ids imagination, from her features jierhnps, that she did 
not belong to tile bated blood of bis enomie.s, but bad become lludr 
•iijilive in some of tlieir ineiii-siniis; a circumstance not in itself iin- 
■mssible, but in wbicb he believes as firmly as in holy writ. He is 
;iai'liciiliirl> deliglitwl by her skill in music, wliieh is susi-xqui.sile, that 
die far exceeds the best perfonnei-s in this country in playing- on the 
.'biirshacb, or harp. It was discovered Oiat this produced^ upon the 
listurbed .spirits of Allan, in lii< gloomiest moods, bciiefieial eflccts, 
dmiliar to those experienced by the .lewisb monarcli of old; and so 
engaging is ibe temper of Aniiot Lyle, so fascinating the innoeence 
■ind gaiety of her disposition, that 'she is eoiisidered and treiiled in 
die ea'-tle''rii11)er as (lie .-isler of the proprietor, tlian as a dependant 
.i])oii bis eliarity. Indeed, it is impo.ssiule for any om- to >(;e licr 
ivitliout being deeply interested by the ingenuity, liveliness, and 
avectness of ber disposition.” 


‘ lu.H) quiver; Jiieraiiy. lU rvAVit. 
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” ‘^ 1 * oare, ay lewd,” swid A.mlcn«», smilin^; “there is dan^ 
ilk'iim viokBt oomtnendatiows. Allan M‘Aulay, as your lordship 
deecribea hkni wanhl iwtwe no very safe rival.” 

“ Pooh! pooli!” sail lnard Menteith, laugWniBrj yet Washing at the 
same time; “ Aihui is iwt accessiWe to the pa-ssinn of love; and for 
myaelf,” said he more grovciy, “ Annot’s unknown Wrth is a suffi¬ 
cient reason agai^t seriooa designs, and her unpi*ote<!ted state pre- 
dndes every otiwii” 

“ It is. Ht^keii. ike youraelf, my hwd,” said Anderson—“ But I 
trust you will {woeecd-with yoiur intaresting story,” 

“ Tt is well-nigh finished,!” said Lord Menteith; “I Imve only to 
add, lhat from the great stmijsrth and courage of Allan M‘A_ulay, 
from his energetic iuul imcontrolluWe disposition, and from an opinion 
generally entertained and encoitrnged l>y himself, tlmt he holds com¬ 
munion with supeniatiiral beings, and emi predict future events, the 
clan pay a much greater degrre of deference to Mm than even to his 
brother, who is a hold-heartod rattling Highlmwler, but with nothing 
which can posStblv rival tlie extraordinary clmracter of his younger. 
Wtlier.” 

“Such it charaeter,” said Ander-on, "canmrt but liave the 
deepest effect on llio minds of a Highland host. -Wo must seenre 
Allan, my lord, at all events. What iHstween his bravery and his 
second sight -—" 

“ Hutdi!” siiitl Lord Menteith, “ that owl is awaking.” 

“ IX) you talk of the second sight, 0 / dmitensminaf” said the 
soldier; r«BMimber memorahle Major Miuiro telling me how 
Murdoch ffi^^i%9ir.ie, boru in Assint, a private gentleainn in a com- 
pwiv, anda'^li^y soldier, foretold the dwitli of Donald T«u»h, a 
Loimaber matb And certain other persons, as well as tiie hurt of the, 
major himself at a sudden oufail at tlie siege ofTruilsund.” 

“I have often heard-of this faculty,” MljaeiTtid Anderson, “but 1 
have always thought those preteitding to it were either cnthu-siiBta 
or impostors." 

“ I should be loath,” said Lord Menteith, “to apply either cha¬ 
racter to my kiaaman, Allan M‘Auloy. He has shewn on many oc¬ 
casions too much acuteness and atmse, of wliich yon this night had an 
instance, for the character of an^ eHutt!tia.st ; and his high sense of 
honour, and manliness of dispositJmi, free him from the charge of 
imposture.” 

“ Your lordship, then,” .smd Anderson, “is a believer in his super¬ 
natural attributes ? ” 

“ By no means,” said flie young nohlemnn; “ I think that he per- 
BOM^ himself that the predictions, which are. in reality, the result 
of judgment and reflection, are sui>eniatural impression.s’onliisinind, 
jnat as fanatics conceive the workings of their own imagination to be 
mvme inspiration—at least, if this w ill not servo yon, Anderson, I 
have no better explanutiou to give; and it is time we were aD sslrap 
after the toQsome jounie}' of the day.” 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Coming eveutii CMt thotr (badovr* btifure. 

c.uiTiaa, 

At an early honr in the morning the guests of the castle sprung 
from their repose; and, after a inomenfs piivatfe eonveriiation \»ith 
his attendants, Lord Menteith addressed the soltUer, who was seated 
in a comer bimiUhiug his corslet with rot-stone tuid shumois-leather, 
while he hummed the old song m honour of the vieturiuus Custitvus 
Adolphus,— 

** W}ien eamxma are roartng, niul bullets aru tiyln;;, 

Ttie lad that would liavc houonr, iKiys, mo^i iiav»>r that* dyliiji:.’* 

“ Captain Dalgetty,” said Lord Menteith, “ the time is come tliat 
^^■e must pa^ or become comrades in service.” 

“ Not before breakfast, I hope ?” said Captain DalgCtfy. 

“ I should have thought,” replied his lordsliip, “ that your gnr- 
rison was victualled for mrec days at Iwist.” 

“ I have still some stowiige left for beef and bannocks,” wiid the 
Captain; “ and I never miss a favourable opportunity of renewing 
)uy supplies.” 

But,” said Lord Menteith, “no judicious coraroauder allows cither 
lla<fs of truce or neutrals to remaiu in his camp longer iliaii is prudent; 
and therefore we must know your mind exactly, according to n Jiich 
you sludl cither have a safe-conduct to depart in be wel¬ 
come to renmiu with ua." "r ‘' 

“ 'IVuly,” said the Captain. “ that being the case, I wal not at tempt 
to protract tlie capitulation by a counterfeited parley, (a thing ex¬ 
cellently practisea by Sir Jam^ Ramsay at the siege oi'Ihvuuiin, in 
the year of God 1G36,) but I will frankly own, that if I like your pay 
as well as your provant and your company, I care not how soon 1 
taJic the oath to your colours.” 

“ Our pay," said Lord Menteith, “must at present be smull, since 
it is paid out of the common stock raised by tlie few amongst us who 
<;nii command some funds—As major and adjutant, I dare not promise 
Oiiplain Dalgetty more tlian half a dollar a-day." 

'ITie devfl take all halves and quarters!” said the Canfahi: “were 


the child of her bowels." 

“ The parallel wnll .scarce hold. Captain Dalgetty, for 1 tliiiik you 
■would rather consent to the diviiung of the dollar, than give it up 
entire to your competitor. However, in the way of arrears, I may 
promise you the otner half-dollar at the end of the camiiaign.” 

“Ah! these arrearages!” said Captain Dalgetty, “that are ol- 
w.ays promised, mid always go for nothing! Spain, Austria, and 
Sweden, uU sing one .sung. Oh! longlife to the IJognnmogaus! if 
they were no officers or soldiers, they were good payniaKters.—And 
yet, my lord, if 1 could but be made certiorate tliat my natural here- 


ir in my option, I could no more consent to the halving of that dollar, 
tlian tlie woman in the Judgment of Solmnon to the dissevemeut of 
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di^^oteot of Dramtliwaeket had fallen into posse.'isiou of any of 
Uteise loons of Corenanters, who could be, in the event of our suc¬ 
cess^ conveniontly made a traitor of, I hare so much value fur that 
fertile and pleasant spot, that 1 would e’en take on with you for the 
campaign.” , 

" I can resolve Captain Dalgetty’s question,” said Sibbald, Lord 
Menteith’s second at^duit; “ for if hw estate of Drumtliwacket be, 
as 1 conceive, the leiig wa.ste moor so called, that lies five miles south 
of Aberdeen, I can teU him it was lately pm-ehased by Elias iitraehaii, 
as rank a rebel as ever swore the Covenant,” 

“ The erop-cared hound! ” i^id Captain Dalgetty, in a rage; “ what 
the devil gave him the assurance to purchase the inheritance of a 
family of four hundred years’ ntm^ng}-»C'ynthiu9 anrem vellet, as 
we used to say at Mare^ial-College; that is to s^, I will pull him 
out of my father’s house by tlic ears. And so, my Lord Meuteitli, I 
am yours, hand and sword, body and soul, tin death do us part, or 
to the end of the next campaign, whichever event shall first come to 
j»aas." 

’• And 1,” said the young nobleman, “ rivet the bargain by a 
month’s pay in advance.” 

“ That is more than necessary,” said Dalgetty, pocketing the 
money, hoa’cver. “ But now I must go down, look after my war- 
saddle and abuilziements, and see that Cnstanis has his morumg, 
and tell him we have taken new service.” 

‘‘ There goes your jirecious recruit,” said Lord Mentcith to Ander- 
son, as left the room; “ I fear we shall have little credit 

of him." _ 

“lie of the times, however,” .said Audenson; “ ami 

without suSli^e should haidly be able to carry on our enler- 
prisc.” 

“ Let _UH go down,” answered I.rf>rd Mentcith, “ and see how our 
muster is likely to thrive, for 1 hew a good deal of bustle in the 
ca.st)e.” 

When tltey entered tlie hall, the domestics keeping modestly in 
liio back-ground, moniing greetings passed between Lord Menteitb, 
Angus M'Aulay, ami his English guests, while Allan, occupying the 
same settle winch he had filled the preceding evening, paid no atten¬ 
tion whatever to any one. 

hastily rushed into the apartment. “ A me.ssage 
ftoni yieh Alister More ;i he is coming up in the eveuing.” 

“ With how many attendants?" saidirAulay. 

“ Some fivc-and-tweiity or thirty, ’ said Donald, “ his ordinary 
retnme. 

“ Sliake down plenty of straw in the great bam,” said the 
Laird. 

Another servant here stumbled hastily in, aunonuciug the ei- 
pcctetl miproach of Sir Hector McLean, “ who is arriving with a 
large following.” 

Put them in the malt-kilu,” said M'Aulay; “ imd keep the 


^ IIiP jiiils' avwlc of MocPoiifU <.M»Ui:j;nrry, 
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breadth of the middcnstcad between them and the M'Donalds; they 
are but unfriends to each other.” 


Donald now re-entered, his visage considerably lengthened—“ The 
tcil’s i’ the folk,” he said; “ the haill Hiehinds are asteer, 1 tliiuk. 
Evan Dhn, of Lochiel, will be here in an hour, ^th Lord kens how 
many gillies.” 

“ Into the great bam with them beside theiiroonalds," said the 
Laird. 


More and more chieft were announced, the least of whom would 
have accounted it derogatory to his dignity to stir without a retinue 
of six or seven persons. To every new annunciation, Angus 
ArAul.ay answered ny naming some place of accommodation,—-the 
stables, the loft, the cow-house, the sheds, every domestic office 
were destined for the night to some hospitable purpose or other. 
At length the arrival of M'Dougal of Lorn, after all his means of 
accommodation were exhausted, reduced him to some perplexity. 
“ What the devil is to be done, Donald ?” said he; “ the great ham 
would hold fifty more, if they would lie heads and thraw.s; but there 
would be draani dirks among them which woxdd lie uppermost, and 
so we should have bloody pudding before morning!” 

“ Wlint needs all tins?” said Allan, starting up, and coming 
forward with the stern abraptness of his usual manner; “ are the 
Gael to-day of softer flesh or whiter blood than their fatliers 
were? Knock the licad out of a cask of usquebnet let ^at bo 
their nigUt-gcav—tlieir plaids their bed-clothes—tjie blue sky 

their canopy, and the heather their conch_Como a ttbasand more, 

and tltcy would not quarrel on the broad heath for wa^ df room! ” 

“ Allan is right,” said his brother; " it is very odd huw Allan, who, 
between ourselves,” said he to Masgrave, “ is a little wowf,' seems 
at times to liave more sense than us all put together. Observe him 
now." 


“ Yes,” continued Allan, fixing his eyes with a ghastly stare iqwn 
the opimsite side of the hall, “ they may well begin as they are to 
end; many a man wiU sleep this night upon the lieath, that when 
the Martinmas wind shall blow shall fie there stark enough, and reck 
little of cold or lack of covering.” 

. “ Do not forespeak us, brother," said Angus; “ that is not 
lucky.” 

“ And what luck is it then that you cxnectr” said Allan; and 
straining his eyes until they almost started from their sockets, ho fell 
with a convulsive shudder into the arms of Donald and his brother, 
who, knowing the nature of his fits, had come near to prevent his 
fall. They seated him upon a bench, and supported lum until ho 
came to himself, and was about to ^eak. 

“ For GimI’s sake, Allan,” said his brother, who knew the impres¬ 
sion his mystical words were likely to make on many of the guests, 
" say nothing to discourage us." 

“ Am 1 he who discourages you?” said Allan; “let every man 
face his weird as I shaU face hiine. That which must come, will 
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ceAe; tind m tdhall «Mdfl rtlha^ met maioj a field of riotoi^ 
ere we reach yon fhtei sflauffhter-plaoc, or itread yon sable seafiblda!” 

"TOat slwjhter-plaoeT what scaffolds?" «*clahned serernl 
Toices; for iUm’a^cnown as a seer was generally established in the. 


^ You ■mH jtnowioat but too soon,” answered AHan. “ Speak to 
me no more, I mnweaiy of your mMstions.” He tiien wes^ IdS 
hand against his brow, rested Ids mbow n|M^ his knee, and sunkdttto 
a deep reverie. '" 

* Send for Annot l<^ and ^ lunrp,"«iy[d JA;uffib,1n:h^^ 
his servant; * and let those genflemfflilBBowtne wfflb do not fear a 
Highland breakfast;" 

All accompanied tiieir hospitable hmdiord es;cep&ig only Lord 
Menteitb, who lingered m one of the deep embrasures ficrrmed by 
the windows of the hall. Annot Xyle sborlly !^ter glided into the 
room, not 111 described by Lord Menteith. os being the li|ditest and 
most faiiT figure that ever trod the turf by moonh^t. ■ Ker stature, 
considerauly less than the ordinary sh^ of women, gave her the 
appearance: of extreme youth, insosauch, that idtlmugh she was near 
eighteen, i^vinight have passed for four years younger. Her 
figure, hand% and feet, were formed upon a model of exquisite sym¬ 
metry -vvitU the siae and lightness of her person, so that Titania her¬ 
self could scarce have found a more fitting representative.. Her 
hair was a dark shade of the colour usually termed flaxen, whoso 
clustering ringlets suited admirably with her fair complexion, and 
with the ])layful, yet simple, expression of Iier features. When we 
add to these charms, tltat Aunot, in her orphan state, seemed the 
gayest and happiest of maidens, tlie reader must allow us to claim 
for her the interest of.almost all who looked on her. In fact, it was 
impossible to find a more universal favourite, and she often came 
among the rude inhabitants of the castle, as Allan himself, in a poe¬ 
tical mood, expressed it, “ like a sunbeam on a sullen sea,” commu¬ 
nicating to aU others Uic cheerfulness that filled her own mind. 

Annot, such as we have described her, smiled and blushed, when, 
on entering t)>o ppartment, Lord Menteith came firom his place of 
retirement, and kindly wished her good morning. 

“ And good morning to you, my lord,” returned she, extending her 
hand to her.fttend; “ we have seldom seen you of Igto at the castle, 
and now I fear it Is with no peaceflll puipose." 

“ At least. Jet me not interrupt, your harmony, Annot,” said Lord 
Menteith, “ tiiough my arrival may brOed discord elsewhere. My 
odusin Allan needs the assistance of your vmce and raasie.” 

“ My preserver,” said Annot I^le, “ Ijas a right to my poor exer¬ 
tions; and you, too, my lord,-^ou, too, ate my preserver, and were 
fte most acrire to save a life that is worthless enough, umbss it can 
benefit my protectors." . _ 

So saying, she sate down at a little distance upon the bench on 
whieh Allan M*Anl» was placed, and inning her clairshoch, a small 
ha^ about thirty inches in height, she accompanied it with her 
lirbice. The air was an ancient Gaehc melody, and the words, which 
Srere supposed to be very old, were in the same knguago; but wo\^ 
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ra.bjo!n a traaslatiou of them, by Secuudus Maq>herBOii,EM . of 
fcr^j'Rhich, smbodittod to the fettera al Ena^m 

befnind neitfly m gemsim « ti» iwmm of OssIbb % 

Us ooiebratod-iMDietako. 


»Biids<trtinm.d<ixAiBu!lb(d, 
X 9 ght-o)nnr, nreo, bat, aiid crvrl, 
Xeave tbe aiiik n»ui>to ids ilreian.. 
AU'idgbt long be^tnird your scream— 
iSatte to eare and niii'd tow'r, 
tofl,.or,<BngI^a'J*nirer, 
Si^itoArinks^d-i^c, far.iiaAt 
Si airaloga taiajaiti!. 


** Ble to mooTjtS'fUls.aitd ixidcs,. 
Prowling woU'and ■wily fiat,—. ' 

Hie you Ost, iior turn your view; 
Though tbo lauib lileaUi to the <nve. 
Couoh your tnttns, and ^sed your fiiglit. 
Safctj’partrwttfiparliiignteht; . ,. 
And on dlatmit e<3to homo. 

Cook* the hunter's early hem. 


'•Theffioon's wincrest eatsoarcfdy gleaais, 

Ghoifi-Hfce BiH! fader in uiornlag tioanist 
Xlic hence e»eh peevish iuh> and hiy, 

That scare the pilgrim on his way :— 

Quench, teU'y! qnench. In l«»g and ft®, 

Thy torch (hatClient* henighied men: 

Thy dance Ig o'er, thy reign is done, 

For Bcnyleglo hath scon Uio sun. 

4. 

“ 'Wlia thought*, Bwt, slnlhl, dark, and deep, 

O’erpo'wer the passive mind hi sleep, 

Pass from the sluinlx-ier's soul away, 

IJke iilght-ndsts ft am the brow of diqr: 

Foul hag, tvliose Waated visage grta 
Smothci'g iho pulse, uimervcs the lindi, 

Spur thy dark palfrtty, *n<! hegono 1 
Xhou dnre^ not Ihcc the godUkuanu.” 

Aa the strain proeeeded, Alhiu M‘AaJay graduaHy gave signs of 
rocorering Ids presence of mind, and attention to the ohjftets arotuid, 
him. llie deep-knit ftirrows of his brow rdaxed and smoothed them-.' 
selves; and the rest of his features, which had seemed eontttrted w^. 
internal agony, relapsed iitto a more natural state. T/hen he raia^ 
his head and sat upright, liis countenance, thougli btifi deeply 
choly, was divested o?its wildness and ferocity; smd in its compotod 
state, although by uo means handsmne, the e^rossiou of Ida.features 
was Btrddng, mpnly, and even noble. His thiok, brown eyebrows 
which had hitnerto been drawn close together, were now dightly 
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ali’4B BBtaral stAfe; and Ms grey eyes, wMch had rolled 
4i^^;4|j^ed from under them with an tmnatnfal and portentous 
gjjmm, now recovered a steady ttid determined expression, 
rf Inank <^i” he said, inter sitting ‘^ent for about a minnte, 
the very bet sounds of the harooad ceased toviMate, "my 
iiml is no longer darkened-4fae mist bath passed from my spirit.” 

" You owe thanka cousin Allan,” said Iiord Menteitli, coming for¬ 
ward, “ to Annot Lyle, as well as to Heaven, for tois happy change in 
your melancholy mood.” 

“ My noble cousin Menteith,” said Allan, rising and greeting him 
very respectfully, ns well as kindly, “ has known my imh^py drcnm- 
stances so long, that his goodness will require no excuse for my being 
thus late in bidding Mm welcome to the castle.” 

“We are too old acquaintances, Allan,” said Lord Menteitb, "and 
too good friends, to stand ou toe ceremonial of outward greeting; 
but toe Hignlands will be here to-day, and yon know, with our 
mountain Gbiem, ceremony must not be neglected. What will you 
give littie Annot for making you fit company to meet Evan Dhu, and 
I know not how many bonnets and feathers ?" 

“What will he give me?” said Annot, smiling; "nothing less, I 
hope, than toe best ribbon at toe Pair of Doune.” 

“The Fair of Doune, Annot?” said Allan sadly; “there will be 
bloody work "before that d^, and I may never see it; but you have 
well reminded me of what 1 have long intended to do.” 

Having said this, he left the room. 

“ Shomd he talk long in this manner,” said Lord Menteith, “ you 
must keep your bara in tune, my dear Annot.” 

“ I hope not," said Annot, anxiously; “ this fit has been a long one, 
and probably will not soon return. It is fearful to sec a minu, na¬ 
turally generous and affectionate, afflicted by this constitutionsd ma- 
Indv.” 

As she spoke m a low and confidential tone, Lord Menteitli natu¬ 
rally drew close, and, stooped forward, that he might the better catch 
the sense of what she saia. When Allan suddenly entered tlie apart¬ 
ment, they as naturally drew back from each other with a manner 
expressive of consciousness, as if surprised in a conversation which 
they wished to keep secret from him. This did not escape Allan’s 
observation; he stopt short at the door of the apartment—bis brows 
were contracted—his eyes rolled j but it was only the paroxysm of a 
moment. He passed Ms broad anewy hand across his brow, as if to 
obliterate these signs of emotion, and advanced towards Annot, hold¬ 
ing in Ms hand a very small box, made of oak-wood, curiously in- 
la^ “Itake you to witness,” he said, “cousin Menteitb, tfiatI 
;^ve this box and its contents to Annot Lyle. It contains a few 
ornainenta that belonged to my poor mother—of trifling value, you 
may guess, for the wife of a Highland laird has seldom a rich jewel- 
casket.” 

% “But these ornaments/’ said Annot Lyle, gently and timidly refus- 
ig the box, “belong to the family—I cannot accept- ” 

‘They belong to me alone, Annot,” said Allan, interrupting her; 

bey were my mother’s dying bequest. They are all I can call my 
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own, except my plaid and my claymore. Take them, therefore-, 
they are to me valueleBS tmketa—and kwp them for my sake- 
should I never return from these wars.” , 

So sayinff, he opened the case^ and presented it to Annot. “ If,” 
said he, “they are of wiy value, dispose of them for your pim siip. 
port, when tins bouse has been consumed with kostile fire, and (Saa 
no lon^rer afford you protection. 9 at keep one ring in memory of^ 
Allan, who has to requite your kindness,' if not all he wished, 
at least all he could.” 

Annot Lyle endeavoured in vmn to restrain tlie gathering t^ir^ 
when she said, ” One ring, Allan, I will accept ffom you as a memo¬ 
rial of your goodness to a poor orphan, but do not press me to take 
more; for I cannot,- and'Avill not, accept a gift of such disproportbned 
value.” 

“ Make your choice, tiien,” smd Allan 5 “ your delicacy may be well 
founded; the others ^ assomiAiduipe m which they may be more 
useful to you." ' 'If ” 

“ Tliink not of it,” said Aimra, choosing &om the contents of the 
casket a ring, apparentiiy the most triding m value which it contaiaed; 
“keep them for jrour own, wyour brother’^ bride—But, good hca- ‘ 
vens f” she said, interrupang nerself, and looking at the ring, “what 
is this that I have chosen?" 

Allan hastened to look upon it, with eyes of gloomy apprehension; 
it bore, in enamel, a death’s-head above twu crossed daggers. When 
Allan recognized the device, he uttered a sigh so de^, that she 
dropped the ring from her hand, which rolled upon the noor. Lord 
Menteith picked it up, and retunied it to the terrified Annot. 

“ I take Ood to witness," said Allan, iu a solemn tone, “ tliat your 
hfuid, youim lord, and not mine, has again delivered to her tliis ill- 
omened gift. It was tire mourning ring worn by my mother in me¬ 
morial of her murdered brother." 

“ I fear no omens,” said Annot, smiling through her tears; “and 
nothing coming through the hands of my two p^ons,” so she was 
wont to call Lord Mentdth and Allan, “can bring bad luck to foe 
poor orphan.” 

She put the ring, on her finger, and, turning to her harp, sung, to 
a lively air, the following verses of one of foe fashionable songs of 
the period, which hod found ita way, mrked as it was with foe quaint 
hyperboliem taste of King Chaiies's time, ft'ohi some court masque 
to the wilds of Perthshire 

“ Gaze not opoa the stars, S)Bil sage, 

In them no iufltusncc lies; 

To rend the fate of yoath or age, 
liOOh on my Helen's eyes. 

t 

“ Tet, rash asti'ologer, refrain 1 
'Too dearly would he won 

The prescience of Mlpther's pain. 

If purchased by thine own." 

“She is right, Allan,” smd Lord Menteith; “and foia end of 
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" SLb is mtoNo, my IbsI,*! amd AIUBi, sternly, “ttough you, who 
treat with lightness t%,<^RiiriuBgB I Imre given you, mny not lire to 
the event of the oto«i;-a.LaHgh not so seorafulk,” he added, io- 
,tarrupting himsdt ^ or rather laugh on as loud and as long ns you 
yrill; your term of laughter will find a pause ere long." 

*I care not for your visions, Allan,” smd Lord Meniidth; “how¬ 
ever snort my span of life, the eye of ab Uighland seer can see its 
termination." 

“ror heaven’s sake,” said Ainot X^fle, interrupting hia^ “you 
know his nature, and how little he can endure- 

“Fear me not," said Allan, intewupting hor^*my mind is now 
constant and caIm.~But for you, young lord,” said he, turning to 
Lotd.Menteiih, “my eye has sought you through fields of battle, 
where Highlanders and Lowlanderslay strewed as tiiick as ever the 
rooks sat on those ancient frees,” pointing to a rookery which was 
seenfivjm the window—ray eye sought you, but your corpse was 
not there—my eye sought you among a train of unresisting and dis- 
armed captives, drawn up within the bounding walla of an ancient 
and rugged fortress;—flash after flash—platora after platoon-^he 
hostile snot fell amongst them, thev dropped like the dry leaves in 
anhimn, but you were not among thdr ranks;—scaffolds were pre¬ 
pared—blocks were arranged, saw-dust was spread—the priest was 
ready with his hook, the headsman with his axe—but there; too, mine 
eye found you not." 

■ “The Mbet, then, I suppose, must bo my doom?” said Lord Meu- 
teith. “x et I wish they had spared me the hifitm*, were it but for 
the dignity of the peerage." 

_He spoke this scornfiuly,; 
wish to receive an i 

qucntly has some ii_ 

sUl belief in tlie possibility of suA predictions. 

“ Your rank, my lord, will Suffer no dishonour in vour person, or 
bv the manner of your death. Three times have 1 seen a Ifighlander 
plant his dirk in your bosom—and, such will lie your fate.” 

“ I wish you would describe Inra to me,” said Lord Meuteith, “ and 
1 shall save him tlje trouble of ftalfiilhig your prophecy, if Itis plaid be 
passable to sword or pistol." 

“ Your.we^ons,” Said Alltm, “would avail you little; nor can I 
give you the information you desire. The face of the vision has been 
ever averted from me;". 

“ So be it, then,” said Lord Meuteith, “• and let it rest in the uncer¬ 
tainty m which your augury has placed it. 1 shall dine not the less 
merrily umong iihdds, and dirks, and kilts to-day.” 

“ It may be so,” said Allan; “ an^ it may be^ you do well to enjoy 
thblWporaeutSj wliich to me are poisoned by auguries of ftiture evu. 
^e continued—^‘Irimoat to you, that this weapon—that is, 
reapon as this,” touching the nilt of the dirk wliich lie wore, 
B your fate.” 

he meanwhile,” s.aid Lord Meuteith, “you, ABan, have fright- 
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ened the blood from tlie ehe^ of Annot tyle—let us le«ve (his dfe. 
course, my frieod, aod gfo to see urhat we both undet^iandr-^e prd< 
gross of onr mnit»ryj)repara4.ic«Bs.’' 

They joined Angus M^Aulay end his Englisli gueiis, and, ns the 
military discussions whiidi immediately to<% place, Aiiaa shewed a 
clearness of mind, strength of judgment, and |mecision Of tliongh^ 
totally, inoomisteitt with the mystical light in udiich his characteruas 
been nithcrtrO exhibited. 


CHAPTER Vn. 

Wihen AllSon her clsymoro infligniuitly araws, 

Wnen Uer Iwnneted chteftaina around liter sliall croMl, 
tSMi-liaitiitil Hie daHiiUssa nud Moray toe prond, - 

an plalded and pliuaed la tlisSr tarum array- 

Zec/tiel's WanHW. 

WnoETEH saw that morning the Castle of Darniinvarach, beheld 
a busy and a gallant sight. 

vaalous Chiefs, amring with their diffbrent retiimes, which.' 
notwithstanding ttieir numbers, formed no more than their usum 
equip^e and body-guard upon occasions of solemnity, saluted the 
lord oAhe castle and each other witli ovei'flowing kindness, or mih 
haughty and distant jjoliteness, according to the eircumsfanees of 
friendaute or hostility in which their clans had recently stood to ea<di 
other. Each Chief, however small his comparative impoitance, 
shewed tlm full dispositiou to exact from the rest the deference tUm 
to a separate and independent prince; while the stronger ami more 
powerful, dividcil among themselves by recent contentions or ancient 
feuds, were constrained in policy to use great'deference to the feel¬ 
ings of their less powerful brethren, in order, in case of need, to 
attach as many well-wishers as might be to tlieir own interest and 
stanJai-d. Thus the meeting of Chiefs resembled not a little those 
alleieiit Diets of the Empire, where the smallest Frey-Grnf, who 
Iiosscss(;d a castle perched upon a bMreu crag, with a few hundred 
acres around claimed the state and hbilpurs of a sovereign pmee, 
and a sc.at according to his lank amoiig ^tho dignitaries of the 
Einpii'e. 

The folloivers of tlm different .leaders were separately arranged 
and acconiiuodafced, as room and circnhistanocs best permitted, each 
retaining however his henchman, who waited, close as the shadow, 
upon Ills iHJvsou, to execute wlmtevev niigat be .required by his 
patron. ' 

The exterior of the castle afforded a singular scone. The Iliga- 
landers, from different islaiuls, glens, and straths, eyed each other at 
a (Ustmioe with looks of emuktion, tnqaisitive curiosity, or bostilo, 
malevolence; but the most astounding part of the assemhly, at least 
to a Lowland ear, was the rival pcifformanc© (ff the bagpipers. These 
warlike minstrel^ who had the highest opinion, eac^ of the supe¬ 
riority of his o'W“ *«ibB ioined to the most overweenmg idea of the 
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ytMoMnnoft connected wUh Ms profession, at first performed their 
ipfloas piMscfas in front each of Ms own clan. At length, howercr, 
M tte ma(^-oociks towwds the end of the seMonjVhen, in sports¬ 
man's language, ^ey are said to doct or crowd, attracts together 
by the sound m eaeh othei ’s tritimj^ant ra*ow, eren so did the pipers, 
Rirelliqff their plaids and tartans in the s«ne trMmlihiuit manner in 
which w birds ruMeup i&Mr feathefs, begin to approach each other 
within such distance as might give to their twe^ran « sample of their 
skM. Walking within a shm isterral, -aad eyeing eadi other with 
looks in whidi aelf*importa&ee and define might be graced, tliey 
strutted, puffed, and plied tlidr sereamingfnstntments, eadi playing- 
his own ta>yonritc tune wi^wueli a din, that if an Italian musician 
hpd laM buried within ttm Miles of th^ he must have riseu from 
the dead to run out of hearing. . ' 

Tlib OhieftpMtis-meamyhfle'had s*«mbled in dose conclave in 0ie 
great hall of the eastle. Among tiiem were the persons (ff the gieat- 
(S 0 t consequence in the Highlands, some cffthmii attracted by zeal for 
the royal cause, and many byuvorsion to tiiat severe and general 
dmniuatiou which the Marquis of Argyle, since Ms risujg to such 
inflnen 6 e in the state, hod exerdsed over his Hi^land neighbours. 
That statesman, indeed^ though possessed of considerable abUities, 
and great power, had filings, which rendered him unpopular among 
Iliglilimd chiefs. The devotion which he professed was of a 
morose and fanatical character i Ms ambition appeared to be insa- 
HaMo, and inferior cMefs cphiplfijncd of his want of bounty and libe¬ 
rality. Add to this, that although a Highlander, and of a mmily dis¬ 
tinguished for valour before luid since, Gillespie Oruinach^ (which, 
fi'om an ohlionityin his eyes, was the personal distinction he bore in 
the Highlanas, where titles Of rank are unknown) was suspected of 
being a better man in the cablet than in the held. Me and his tribe 
were particularly obnoxious to tbe M‘Donald 8 and the M‘Leans, two 
numerous septS; who, though disunited by ancient feudsj agreed ki 
mi intense dishke to the Campbells, or, as they were effled, the 
Children of Diarmid. 

For some time the assenibk-'l Chiefs remained silent, until sogio 
oncsliould open tlic buriness of the meeting. At length one of tlie 
,inost powerful of them commenced the diet by saymg.r^*‘We have 
been summoned hither, M'Aulay, to consult of weight matters con- 
<cOming tlie King’s aSairs, and those of the state 5 and we crave to 
know by whom they are to be explained to us ? ” 

M'Aulaj; whose strength did not lie in oratoiy, intimated his wish 
that Lord Menteith should open tlie busuiess of the council. With 
gteat modesty, and at the same time irith spirifi that young lord said, 

“ b^wMed what he was about to propose had come from some per- 
son q tiipt ter known and more establiaied character. Since, however, 
it him to be spokesman, be had to state to the Chiefs assem- 

liea, thOT those who wished to throw off the brae yoke which faua- 
J^dsm had endeavoured to wreath round their necks, had not a 
^■'mept to lose. The Oovenonters,” he said, “ after having twice 
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made war upon their sorermgiij and, hari^ extorted from hun er^tjr 
request, reasonable dr dureasonable, whiw thef tboE^idi proper to 
demand —after their chiefs Itad^l^n htaded mtii (%iiities and ^ 
rours—a^r harhig pubUoUy dedared, when his'l^eatgr, after a j^a- 
cious visit to the Itod of his.natiritj, was npoci his ratum to En^lahd^. 
that he returaed a contehtedkitig .ftom a oc^tented people, •h- after 
all this, and-widMmt rnm jke }H«text for a patibiud i^vm^^^e 
same men hare, i^km doubts and aa^ioiohs, eqaaUv dkhondarable 
to the King, and ^oundless in themselves, detached a strong tau^ 
to assist his rebels in England in a quarrel witit wideh Seotland liad 
no more to do than she has with the ware in Owmany. It tias Weli^'^ 
he said, “ that the eagerness with which this treasonable pmpdse waa 
pursued, had bliude<r the junta who now nsurped the government of 
Scotland to the risk vdiiohihey were about to menr. The nanny which, 
they had despatched to England: under hid Leven ^mpreuended 
then- veterau soldiers, the strength of those armies which had been 
levied in Scotland during the two former wars ” 

Here Captain Dalgetty endeavoured to rise, for the purpose or 
explaining now many veteran oflScersi trained in the German wars, 
were, to his certain knowledge, in the army of tlie Earl of Leven. 
But Allan M‘Aulay, holding Inm down in ms seat with one hand, 
pressed the fore-finger of the other upon his own Ups, and, though 
with .some difficulty^ prevented his iuterfermice. Captain DalgettT 
looked upon liim with a very scornful aud Indignant air, by whieu 
the other’s gravity was in no way moved, and Lord Menteith pro¬ 
ceeded without farther interruption. . 

“ The moment,” he. smd, " was most favourable for all true¬ 
hearted aud loyal Scotsmen to shew, that the reproadi thek counky 
liad lately undergone arose from the selfish ambition of a few turbu¬ 
lent and seditious men, joined to the absurd ffinaticisik which, dis¬ 
seminated from five hundred pulpits, had spread Uke a land-flood 
over the Lowlands of Scotland. He had letters from tlie Marqnk of 
Huntly in, tile north, which he should shew to the Chiefs sepwcstely. 
That nobleman, equally loyal and powerful, was determined to ex®t i 
his utmost energy in tile common cause, and the powerful Earf Of 
Scofurth was prepared to join the same-standard. iTom the Ean .of' 
Airly, and the O^lvies in Angus-shire, he had had oommunicatiohs: 
' cquwy decided; aud there was no doubt that these, who, with the 
Hays, Leiths, Bnnicts, aud other loyal gentlemen, would be soon on 
hoi-sebaek, would form n body far .moro than sufficient to overawe 
the northern Covenanters, who had already experienced thek valour 


oppressed by enforced oaths, compulsory levies, heavy taxes, unjustly 
imimscd and unequally levied, by the tyranny of the Committee of 
Estates, and the inquisitoriai insolmice of the Presbyterian divines, 
waited hut the waviiigpf the royal banner to take up arms. Douglas 
Traquak, Roxburgh, Hume, au friendly to the royal cause, wovdc 
counterbalanice,” he said, “ the Oovenantirig interest in tiie soutii: 
and two gentlemen, of name and quality, here present, from the north 
of England, would answer for the zeal of Cumberland, Westmore- 
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attd KortlHuaberlMid. A^n^t so many gallant ifentlenicn tbe 
«rn Covenautcrs could but mm raw leyies j the Whitmores cl 
shires, nnd the plonehinen and meeiianica of the Low- 


kaown as he was odious. But was there a aingld ma», who, on cast- 
iBg his eye round this hall, and reooffiiiziug tiie power, the gaihuitrr, 
Aim the dignity of the chiefs aasembiiod, could ontertsun a momeut’s 
dhubt of. their success ogwust, the utmost fi>rco which Gillespie 
Ommacb exmld- collect agaittst them ? He had only farther to cmd, 
that considerable fund^ noth of money and ammunition, had been 
provided for the army, —/Here Dsdgetty jnadted np nis ears) — 
“ that officers of aldffiy and ejqperience 5n;the foreign wars, one of 
whom was nowpresenti” '(the Captain dtewh&nself up, and looked 
round,} “ liad, engaged to terin aueh levies as might require to be 
feciphned;—and mat a numeroiB bo^ of anxuiary forces Jipm 
” ' ■ ha ' ■ - - - - - ..... » t-n, . 


with the assistimce of Ulanranahl’s people, having taken and fortified 
the Castle of Mingarry, in spile of Ai-gyle’s attempts to intercept 
them, were in full march to this^lace of rendezvous. It only re¬ 
mained,” he said, “ that the noWc Chiefe assembled, laying aside every 
lesser consideration, should unite, heart and hand, iu the common 
cause j send, the &exy cross through, their (feis, in order to collect 
• their-utmost foree, and form their junotion with such celerity as to 
le^sre the,,^emy no time, cither for preparation, or recovery from 

■ ■ ‘ SOI ■ .. 






powerful or the Scottish nobili^, felt Biat no liad to support the dig¬ 
nity of an anchmt. mid honourable house, toe independence of on mi- 
cient and hoiuiurable uatom, and to that cause he was determined to 
devoto both life and. fortune. If Uiose who were more powerful were 


r prompii, ne unscea. sney wonia uesearve me luauKS oi iiieir 
_ and the latitude of posterity." 

Loud applause followed thhi spe^ of Lord Menteifh, and testified 
the gonerm acquiescenoe.of aH.present in toe sentiments wliich he 
had expres^d; but vdien toe simnt had died away, toe nsscnibled 
Chiefs continued to gaze upon each other as if something yet re¬ 
mained to be settled. After sonie whispers among tliemselves, an 
j^ed nmn, whom his grey hairs i^Hdered respectoble, although he 
was not of toe highest order of Chfefs,. to what had. been 

said. 

“Thane of Menteitii,” he said, “you have weE spoken; nor is 
there one of ua_ in whose b(»om the same senMmriits do not bum 
like fire. But it is not strength alone that wins toe fight; it is the 
the commander, as well as the armW toe soldier, tiiat brings 
I ask of you, who is to raise and sustain toe banner under 
PRcb we are invited to rise and master oursEdvea? Will it be ex¬ 
pected that we should risk, oar children, and toe flower of our kins- 
pien, ere we know to whose guidance they are to be intrusted ? This 
leading those to slaughter, whom, 1^ the laws of God and man, 
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it Si' oaf duty to picoteet. Witcre ia the rMai eommiaritm, ttnd« 
the lieges, ore bo oonToeated in anas r Simple and rate as 

we may be deemecL we knbw sotne&mg of the estamiidiod ndes of 
1^2 aa well hs of top kws of our eoantry j ncd* ^ we arm ourselves 
agnuist the j'eneral pea(» of Scotland, unlcw by the express com¬ 
mands of the Kin^ and under a leader fit to eonunratd sudi luca as 
are here assembled.” 

“ Where would you fiihd such a leader,” said another Chief, start¬ 
ing up, “saving the representative of the Lord of the Isles, ciiMod 
by birth and hereditary descent to loa^ forth the anay of every olun 
of the Highlands: and wiiere is that dignity lodged, save m the house 
of Vich lister Rforo?” ‘ 

“1 acknowledge,” sudd another Chief, eagerl;f interrupting the 
speaker, “the truth, in what Itas'ireen first said, but not the infer¬ 
ence. If Vich Alister More desires to be held rejireseiitati ve of the 
Lord of the Isles, let him first shew his blood is redder than mine.” 

“ That is soon tried,” said Vich Alister More^ laying hk hand upon 
the basket liilt of his daymewe. Lord Maiteith tlirew himself be¬ 
tween them, entreating and implariiig each to remember tliatr the 
interests of Scotland, the liberty of their country, and the cause of 
their Ti^g, ought to be superior in their eyes to any personal dis¬ 
putes respecting descent, rtuik, imd precedence. Several of the 
IDghlnjul Chiefs, who had no d^re to admit the claims of cither 
chieftain, uiterfered to the same puippse, and none with more 
empliasis than the cglebrated Evan Dim, 

“1 have come from my lakes,” he said, **as a stream descends 
from the hills, not to timi again, but. to accomplish my course. It 
is not by looking back to our own pretensions that we shall serve 
Scotland or King Charles. My voice shall be for that general whom 
the King siiall name, who will doubtless possess those qualities 
which ai'e necessary to command men like us. l^h-barn ue must 
be, or we shad lose onr rank in obeying him—wise and skilful, or 
we shall endanger the safely of our people—bravest among the 
brar^ or we siuul peril our own honour—tei»pdrate, fim, and numiy, 
to keep us united- Sack is the nuin. that most command us. Axe 
^oi^re^^ed, Thane, of Mmiteith, to say where such a general is to 

“TliCTc is'bat. QKB,” said Allan M'Aulay; “mid here,” he said, 
laying his hand upon, the shoulder of Anderson, who stood behind 
Lord^enteith, “ nm’e he stsndsT”. 

The general surprise of the meting was expressed by animpattont 
murmur: when Anderson, throwing badh the,cloak m wl^ his fhee 
was mumed, and stuping forward, spoke thus;—“I did not long 
intend to be a sUeid spectator of tlus interesting seen& although 
my hasty friend hae obh^d me to discloso myself somewhat suemer 
than was my intention. Whether I deserve the hmioin’ reposed in 
me by this parchment will best appdar from what I shall be able to 
do for tlie King’s service. It is a eommiarion, under the great seah.. 
to James Orimam, Earl of MQntr(»e, to command tluxte forcra 
which arn to be assembled fiv the service of fak in this 

kingdom.” 
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CHAPTER vm. 

OWplot la aa good uplot mb ever was Utd; oni (Meodil tnia <mil oonatout: a goort p'ot, 
gooa JMcada, and fltU of expaotaUon: an ej^oallcat pbA, very g^i) ivianda 

Umrt ir. emt 1, 

Ko Boooer had the ffeoeral acehuoation of joyfhl enrwisc s>uh<>ided, 
than silence was eare^ demanded G>t reading the no^ commission; 
iiftnd the bpnnetS) wSich hithmto each Chief had worn, probably be¬ 
cause tmwSlitw to he the firrt to upeorer, were now at once vailed 
in honodr of roy^ wair^t. It ivas couched in the and 

ample terms, authorizing' the Earl of Montrose to assemble the sub¬ 
jects in arms, ibr the putting down the |wea^ rebetlion, which 
i^d^rs trmtors and sediMous persons had levied agah^ the King, to 
manlfi^t fioifstilture, as it stat^,of their ailegiaiice, and to the 
nreaeh of the,paoificatiDn between the two kingdmns. It eigoined 
aU subordinate authorities to he obedient and assisting to Montrose 
in his enterprise $ gave him the power making ordiaimces and 
.{tredama^e^ punishing misdemeanours, pmdcatmg criminals, plac¬ 
ing and thsplwiu^ govesraors and commanders. In fine, it was as 
and fuU a eOnimnsion as any with which a prince eould intrust 
a snhtot. As soon as it was duisned, a shout burst fi-om the assem- 
tded Cluef% in testimony of 4heir ready snbmissimi to the will of 
tilmir sovereign. contented with generally thanking thm for a 
relation so mvourable, MonMose hastened to address liimself to indivi¬ 
duals. ^ Themost important'Chiefs'had alieady been long personally 
known to him, but eves to ^Ose of ^mior consequence be now intro- 
^lu^ bimBelf, andb¥^enCquamtShcehe displays with their neculiai’ 
'cognations, and the circumstance^ and history their mwas, he 
>fmewed how long he must have tlmied the charskctm- of the ^un-' 
Jaineers, and pr^ared himself fer huch a situation os he nowheU. 

>■» While he was engaged in these acts of courtesy, his graceful 
mmner, expressive feattires, and dipity of deportment, made a 
singular contrast with the coarseness and meanness of his di'ess. 
Montrose possessed that sort of Jiorm mid face, in whi<di the be¬ 
holder, at the first glance, sees nothing extraordinary, but of which 
the interest becomes more impres^ve the lonprwe gaze upon them. 
His stature was very little above the middle size, but in person he 
was uncommonly well-built, and capable both of exerting great force, 
m^j^H^ring much fatigue. In fact, he enjoyed a constitution of 
■fcout which he could hot bare sustained the trials -of bia 
^nor}' campaigns, through all of which he subjected himself 
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' to tfao ha^diilups of the meanest soldier. He was perfect in all exer¬ 
cises, Whetlier peaceful or rnartia], and possess^ of eonrsei th^ 
{jraceM ease of deportment proper to mose to whom lias 
wndered alli>ost«re3 easy. 

Ills long brown ludr, according to flie enstomof men of quality 
among the Royalists, was parteCon tlie top of his liead, and tr^ed 
to Iiang .down on emm side in curled locks, one of which, descen^ng 
tM'o or three inches lowmr thfm the others, uitimated Montrose’s com¬ 
pliance with that fashion gainst which it jpleased Mr Prynne, the 
jiuritan, to write a treatise, entitled, “The Unloreliness of Lore- 
locks.” The features which these toesses enclosed, were of that 
kind which derive their interest from the charaefer the man, 
rather than from the regularity of tlicir form. But a high nose, a 
full, decided, well-t^ned, qmck grey ej'c, and a sanguine com¬ 
plexion, made amends for aome coarseness and irregularity in the 
snliordinate parts of the face; so that, aJtogetlier, Montrose n%ht 
be termed rather a handsome, than a hard-featorod mcm. But those 
who saw him when bis soul looked through those eyes with tdl the 
energy and lire of genius—^those who heard him speak with the autho¬ 
rity of talent, and the eloquence of nature, were inmreiSbd with an 
opinion even of his external form, more enthusiastically favourablo 
than the portraits which still survive would entitle us to ascribe to ii. 
Such, at least, was the impression he made upon the assembled Ghiefr 
of tlie mountaineers, over whom, as upon all persons in their state of 
society, personal appearance has no small innnenoe. 

In toe discussions which followed bis disoorcring himself, Montrose 
explained the vaiioua risks which ho had run in nis present under¬ 
taking. His hrst attempt had been to assemble a body of loyalists 
in toe north of Englantt, who, in obedience to toe orders of tho 
Moi’quis of Newcastle, he expected would have marched into Boot- 
liiud; but too disinclination of the English to cross too Border, and 
the delay of the Earl of Antrim, wlio was to Ijave landed in the Sid?.. 
way h’irth with his Irish army, prevented his executing this design. 
Other plans having in like manner failed, he stated that he found 
himself under the necessity of assuming a disguise to render his p^ 
sivgo secure through the Lowlands, in which he had been ki^y 
assisted by liis kinsman of Mentcito. By what means Allan M‘Aulay 
had come to know Mm, he could not pretend to cxplmn. Those who 
knew Allan’s prophetic pretension^ smiled mysterionsly; but he him¬ 
self only replied, that “ the Earl of Montrose need not be suriiriaed 
if ho was known to thousands, of whom he Iiimself conld retain no 
memory.” 

“By the honoua of a cavalier,” said CaptainDalgetty, finding at 
length an opportunity to thrust in his word, “I am proud and happy 
in having an opportunity of drawing a swoid under your lordship’s 
command; and 1 do forgive aU grudge, maleeontent, and malice of 
my heart, to Mr Allan M'Aulay, for having thrust me down to the 
lowest seat of toe board yestreen. Certes, he hath tMs day spoken 
so like a man having full command of Ms senses, that I had resmvM 
in my secret purpose that he was no way entitled to claim the pnvi- 
lege of insamty. But since I was only postponed to a noble earl 
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Sty Man connBanaer>in.-chief, t dp, before you- aU,. rec(^ize the ' 
lailliefe of ihe prelbrence, end heartily salute Allan as one who is to 
oe hia Ixm^camarado.’* ■ v 

UavinST made this speech, which was littlo understood or t^tOnd^ 
without putting offhis military glore, he seined-on Allan’s hahd, 
suld began to shake it with rioleace, which Allans tdih a^pe like a 
flotfth's vice, returned with stK^ force, as to drive the.h’tai splsats of 
the gauntlet into the hand (a the wearer. 

Captain Dalgctty might have construed tlds into a now aflroHt, 
had not his attention, as he stood blowing and diakhig tiic injured 
member, been suddenly ctdlod Iw Montrose himsetf. 

“ Hear this news," ho said, “ Captain Dalgetty—-I should say M^or 
Dalgetty,.^the hrim, who are tp profit by your mlUtary erpericuce, 
now within a few leagues of us." 

i iWOmr deer-stolkers,” said Angus M’Aulay, " who Were abroad to 
^ng in venison for this honourable party, have heard of a band of 
Utrangers, speaking neither iSaxon nor pure Qaeiic, and with ditfi- 
rdulty malung themselves understood by the people of the country, 
who are tnarcliing this way in arms, under ilie leading, it is said, of 
AJaster M'Donaia, who is commonly cidled Young Colkitto.” 

. “ These mast be our men,” said Montrose 5 “ we must hasten to send 
messengers forward, both to act as guides and to relieve their wants.” 

' "The hwV' said Angus M'Aulay, "will be no easy matter; for 1 
am informed, that, excepting muskets and a very little ammuuitioi),' 
they want every thing tnat soldiers should have 5 and they are parti¬ 
cularly deficient in money, in shoes, and in raiment.” 

" Inerd is at least no use in saying so,” said Montrose, “ in so lond 
a tone The puritan weavers of Glasgow shah jirovide them with 
pl^ty of brPaiiWiloth, when we make a descent from the Iliglilands; 
and if the tnimsters could formerly preach tlie old women of the 
Scottish boroughs out of their webs of napcry.to make tents to the 
fellows on Dunse Law,’^ I ivill try whether! have not a little interest 
both to make these godly dames renew their patriotic gif^ and the 
piick-eared knaves, their husbands, open their purses.” 

"And respecting arms,” said Captain Dalgetty, “if your lordship 
win permit an old cavalier to speak his mind, so tliat the one-third 
have muskets, my darling weapon would be the pike for the rcmaiii- 
der, whether for resisting a charge of horse, or for breaking the in- 
fentry. A common smith will make a hundred piko-heatls m a day; 
here is plenty of wood for shafts; and 1 will uphold, tha^ according 
to the best usages of war, a strong battelion of pikes, drawn up in the 
feshion of the Lion of the North, the immoital Gurtavus, would heat 
the Macedonian phalaujL of whidi I used to read in the Mareschal 
College, wheh I studied in the ancient town of Bon-aecord; and 
fiwfeer, I will venture to predicate —«r-” 

The C^tain’s lecture upon tactics was hero suddenly interrupted 
by Allan M'Aulay. who said, hastily,—" Room for an uneiqiected and 
unwelcome guest I 

At tite same moment, the door of the hall opened, and a grey-haired 


^ 13i« Coveaimteni encamoed on Douse Law, doting tbe trontdes of UN. 
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of ft yct:3r‘»tfttely nppearauooi pfoBcuicd Mms&lf to the autcmblir. 
I'Jicre was m:ach dji^ty, aiul even oulliority, in Ms romuici’. IBs 
stature was above the oouimon size, and Ms looks suck as were used 
to command. Ho east a severe, and almost stern glance upon tlie 
atisembly of Chiefs, lltose the higher rank among tiliem I’etunted 
it wtth scornfuiindiffierencoj but sc^.of the western gentlemen of 
Mrerior powbr* looked a« if they wwiOd-tinwhSelves elsewhere. 

“ To which of this assembly, said taW Btrsinger, “ am I to address 
myself as leodW? or have you not fijted upon the person flrho is to 
h(3d an office a* least a.s penlota) ps it is honourahlfe ?;" • 

“Address yourself tb me, Sir Dun^ CfttnpbcU/* sMd Montrosei 
stepping forwoird. , , ' 

“To you I” said Sit Dmioah Campbell, with-some sconi. 

“Yes,—to me,” rejjcated Montrose,—“to the Eftii of Montrose, if 
you have fol'gotten Mm.” 

“I should now, at leasit,” said Sir Hunemi Caiirobcll, “Ixave h^ 

some difficult/in recogniring him in tlie dis^ise or a groom_And 

yet I might hare guessed that no evil inflUence inferitir to yonr lord- 
ship’^ distinguished as one who troubles Israclj could have collected 
logetiier this rash assembly of .misguided persons.”. 

“ 1 will ansAver Unto you,”. Said Montrose, “M the manner of yonr 
own Puritans. I have not troubled Israel, tint Uibtt and tliy father’s 

house_But let us leaA-C an altercation, which is of little conpeqnenoe 

Tmt to ourseli'cs, and hear the tidings you haVe Isvnigbt ffom yOUr, 
Chief of Argyle; for I must conclude uiat it is in Ms name that you 
haA'e come to this meeting." 

• “ It is in the name of the Marquis of Algyle,” said Sir IJimciMi' 
Campbell,.^-" in tlie name of the Scottish Ooiivodtion of Estiftes, thM: 
I demand to know the meaning of this singulte convocatibu. If it 
is designed to disturb the peace of the country, it were but acting 
like neighbours, and men or honour, to give Us some intimation to 
stand upon our guard." 

“It is a siugulai’, and new state of affairs in Scotland,” said Mon¬ 
trose, turning from Sir Duncan Campbell to tlie assembly, “whop.^ 
Scottish, men of rank and family cannot meet in the hoUso of d coip- 
inon friend williout an inquisitorial visit and demand, on the part'of 
our nUors, to know the subject of our conference. Methhiks our 
’ancestor^ were accustomed to hold Highland hunting's, or other pur¬ 
poses of meeting, Avithoiit asking the le.ave either of the great M'Oftl-’ 
lum More himself, or any of hia emissaries or dependeuts:” 

“The'times have been such in Scotlmul,” answered one of'the 
Westtem OMefs, “ and such tliey will again be, when the intruders on 
our aUcicait possessions are again reduced to l>e Lairds of Loehow, 
instead of overspreading us like a band of devouring locusts." 

“Am I to understand, then,” said Sir Duncan, “that it is against 
my name alone that these preparations arc directetl? or arc the race 
of Diarmid only to be suffeijprs in common witli the whole of the 
peaceful and orderly inhabitants of Scotland ?” 

“I would ask,” said a wild-looking Chief,‘starting hastily up, “one 
question of the Knight of Aidenvohr, ere he proceeds farther in Ms 
oaring catechism.—Has he bfought more titan ms Mb to this 


82 tAUiS 0 » MY tAmOBD. 

lio Tcutures to intrude amougr us for tlie iiurponca of 

* **iKwtlomcn,” siud Montrose, “lot me implore your paliencc; a 
mossengor uho comes among: us for the purpose of emlmssy, is eii- 
tWed to freedtHU of speech, aivd a snfe-conduet. Aud since Sir J )iui- 
wa Campbell is so pressing, I care not if I inform him, for his guid- 
fause, that he is in an asgiWiWy of iJic King's loyal sutgects, convoked 
by i^in his Mtyesty’s name and aulhority, and as em^wwered by Ins 
Majesty’s Yoyslconimis^on.” 

“ We are to have, them I presume,” said Sir Duncan CampheU, “ a 
cinl n-ar in all its forms f I hare been too long a soldier to ^iew its 
approach with anxiety \ but it would have ie# ihy Lord of Mon¬ 
trose’s honour, in this matter, he had consulted hfa own ambition 
less, aud the peace of the country more.” 

-if Tliose consulted their own amblUou and self-interest, Sii' Dnncan,” 
aiiswered Montrose, “ who brought the country td the pass in which 
it now stands, and rende-ed necessary the shai’p remedies which we 
are now reluetiintly about to use.” 

"And wliat rank among these self-seekers,” said Sir Du)k»u 
C ampbell," shall we assign to a noble Earl, so vidbntiy attached to 
the Covenant, that he was the first, in 16^, to croas the ^nie, wading 
middle deep, at the head of his regiment, to i^hal'gc the royal ibrccs ? 
It was the same, I think, who imposed the covenant upon tlie bur¬ 
gesses and colleges of Aherucen, at tlie point of sword and 
pike.” •< 

"I understand your sneer, Sir Duncan,” said Montrose, temper¬ 
ately ; “ and I can only add, that if sincere repentance can make 
amends for youthful error, and for yidding to the artful representa¬ 
tion of ambitious hypocrites, I shall be pawloned for the crimes with 
which yon taunt me. 1 wu at least endeavour to deserve forgive¬ 
ness, for I am here, with my sword in my hand, willing to spend the 
beat blood of my body to make amends fw my error; and mortal man 
■can do no more.” 

"Well, my lord,” said Sir Duncan, “I shall be sorry to carry back 
this language to uie Murijuis of Argyle. 1 had it in farther charge 
from the Marqui^ that, to prevent the bloody feuds wliich must ne¬ 
cessarily follow a Iligliland wai'.hia lordriiip will be contented if terms 
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stroviiig each other’s families and inheritances." 

“It IS a peaceful proposal,” said Montrose, smiling, “ such as it 
should be, coming from one whose peiwnal actions have always been 
more peaceful tlmn his measures. Yet, if the terms (tf such a truee 
could be cquafiy faced, and if we can obtain secfurity,—for that. Sir 
Dpnean, is indispensable,—that your Marquis will observe these terms 
with strict fidelity, I, for my part, should he cmitent to leave peace 
^ehipd, us, since we must nee4 carry war before ns. Bu^ Sir l)un- 
your are too old and experienced 11 scMer for us to permit you 
Ifeemain^ our leaguer, and witness our proceedings: we .shall, 
»eforec^en you have refreshed yourself, recommend your speedy 
ftiirn *n T« vprm» and wc shall send with you a gentlemaa on our part 
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ttfaiiynBt tJao terms of the HigUlfWitJ annisf.ice,;jncase tiie Marquis 
shall Iw found '»riqds in |®opdsujg pch a mcawire." Sir Jiuncau 
Campbell assented by a hea& , 

“My Ijoi’d of Meiweitiy” continued Montrose,. you liave the 
goodness to attend Sir l>iiBcaB. Campbell of Ardenv^, while we 
.tieterraine vdto shall return with faim^ his £^f ? M'Aulay will }>er- 
mit us to revest that he be entertaineid with suitable hospitality/’ 

“ 1 will give orders for that,” said Allan M‘Aulay, rising ami coming 
forward. I lore SirDtmeauCampbell; ito have been joint.sufferers 
in former dd^ Mid 1 do not forget it tidw.” 

“ My lAirdi of Menteith,” said Sir Duncan Campbell, “lam grieved 
to see ywi, at yoi»«ar}y age, engaged in such desperate andrebeDiona 
courses.” . , _ 

“lam young,”answered Menteith, “yet old enough to thstinguisk. 
betwemi right and wi’ong, between loyalty and rebellion; and tho 
sooner a good coittse is begun, the longer aind the better Iiave I a 
choBGc orrunniag i|i.” . , 

And yon too^ my friend, Allan M^Anbiy,” ®id Sir Donmi, taking ■ 
his hand,“must we also each <U;her enemies, tliat have been so 
often alhed again.st a common foe?” Then turning round to the 
meeting, he said, “ Farewell, gentlemen; tiierc are so many of you 
to whom I wish weB, that your i* 63 ection of .^1'terms of mediation 
gives me deep^afflietiou. May Heaven,” he'eaidi looking upward^ 
“judge between our motive^ and those of the movers of tfiis civil 
commotionl” . 

“Amen,” said Montrose ? “ to that tribunalWle all submit us.” 

Bir Duncan' Campbell left the hafl; accompanied by Allan M'Aalay 
and Lord Menteitli. “ There goes a true-bred Campbell,” said Mon¬ 
trose, as the envoy departed, “ for they are ever fair and false.” 

“Pardon me, my lord,” said Evan Dhu; “ hereditary enemy as I 
am to their name, I have ever found the Knight of Ardenvohi' bravo 
in war, honest in peace, and time in comicil.’^ 

“ Of his own disposition,” said Montrose, “ such he is undoubtedly; 
but he now acts as the organ or month-piece of his Chief, the Mar¬ 
quis, the falsest man that overdrew breath. And, M'Aulay,” he cou- 
tnmed in a whisper to his host, “ lest he should make some impression 
jiipon the inexperience of Menteith, or the singular disposition of your 
brother, you had better send music into their chamber, to prevent his 
inveigling them into any private conference.” 

“ 'Ine devil a musician have I,” answered M'Aulay, “ excepting the 
piper, who has nearly broke his wind by an amhitmus contention for 
superiority with three of his own craft; but I can send Annot Lyle ■ 
mid^lier harp.” And ho left the apartment to givomders aocord- 

It^anwhilo a warm ^scussion took place, who tiiould uudertnke . 
the perilous task of returuing with Sir Duncan to Inverary. To the; 
higher dignitaries, accustomed to consider themselves upon an eqnoi 
lity even with M‘Callnm More, tliis was an office not to be proposed; ‘ 
unto others who could not plead the same excuse, it was altogether 
uiiaccepteblc. One would have thouglit Inverary had been the 
Valley of file Shadow of Ocatli, the inferior chiefs bhewed such re- 
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liKIUbiHie to apprwwh it. After a coosidorablc hesitation, tl»e piaia 
1^00 was at fength Booken onf, nntiiely, that whatever HighlaudOT 
Wionld lUidertako an otnoe so distastcftd to More, he woqld 

he sure to treasure the offence in liis icmemhrance, and one day ot 
bther to make him bittcily repent of it. 

Jn this dilemma, Moutooso, who emwiderhd the pronosed armi&tiee 
ivs a mere stratagem onlhe part of ATfi>le« altibqngh hod notven- 
ijAii ed hluntly: to reject it in presence of t^ose whom jt cuncei'uod so 
Marly, resolved to imnoso the danger mid: diinhW npoa Captain 
Dolgetty, who had noithor daii poar ostdte'in the Ilighlonds upon 
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“ But Iha^e n neck thoughj"' said hluntiy t ® and what if 

he chooses to avenge himself upon thatr 1 have known a case where 
aii hoiioui'able amhossador has been hanged ns a spy before now. 
v^^her did tlie llomans use ambassadors much more mercifully 
,,af the siwe, of Capua, although I read that they only cut off their 
ffiSKids and noses, put out Ihclr eyes, and suffered them to depart, in 
f peace.” ' , , -O'/ 

«By my honoiu-, Cfmtain Balgctt}, said Montrose, “shpuld the 
Mai-quis, contrary to the rules of war, dare to practise any atroeity 
against you, you may depend Jipoa my taking such signal vengoanee 
that all Scotland shall ring of it,” 

S'Tluit will do hut UttlcforDnigfitty,".returned theCaptain; “hut, 
comvgio! as the Snaniavd says. With the Laud oiProraiso full Jn 
view, the Moor of Drumthwacket, meapaupera regno, as we raid at 
Maresclml College, I will not rofura your Exoellency’s commission, 
being conscions it becomes a cavfilier of honom: to obey liis com- 
manaei-’s ordcra, in dehanee both of gibbet imd sword.” 

" Gallantly resolved,” said Montrose; “and if you will come apart 
with me, 1 will furnish you with tlie conditions to be laid before 
M'Callnra Moi'o, upon which wc ai c willing to grant Win a truce for 
. his Hiffliland dominions.” 

With these we need not trouble our readers. Thew were of an 
evasive nature, calculated to meet a proposal whicli Montrose con- 
; siUtu'cd to have heeu made only for the purpose of gaining time. 
When he had nut Captain Didgetty in complete possossiou of his 
instruetions, and when that worthy* making bis military obeisance, 
was near the door of liis apartmeut, Montrose made him a sign to 
.Return. , 

' •? ! presume,” said he, “J need not remind an officer >who lias 
Slaved under the great Gustavus, llmt a little more is rci^uircd of a 
Pm'son sent with a flag of truce than mere discharge of lus instruc- 
. tibus, and thijt Ws general will expect from Wm, on his return, some 
, aecount of the state of the enemy a affairs, as far as they come under 
Ws obsmvation. In short, Captain Dalgetty, you must be unpm 
clmr^voyant” 

“Ah ha I your Excellency,” said the Captain, twisting his hard 
feaktres into ap iuimitaWe expression of cunnbm and bitcUigoncc, 
,“.if Uiey do not put my head in a poke, wWoh i have known prac¬ 
tised upon honeiu-able soldados who hare been suspected to come 
upon such eiTands as the present, your Excellency may rely on a 
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prAcoese narrotiou of wliatovor JHigald Pajgctfy shall hear or pee, 
were it even hoir mmiy turns of tune thare are m M'OaUmn More’S* 
pibroch, or how many checks in the sett of his plaid and trews.” 

“ Enough," answered Montrose; “ faiwell, Captain DaJgetty: and 
as they say that a lady’s mind is adways ezpressw in her pos&cript, 
so 1 would have you think that the most important part of year 
commission liaa in what I have last sud tcayou.^ 

Dalgetty on^ ^jore grinned intelligenoe, and withdrew to vielnri 
Ills chitrger and himself, for the fatigues of his approachiiu; mission. 

At tlio door of the stable,—for Onstams wways claimed his 
first care,—ho met Angus M’Aulay Mid Sir Miles MUBgrave, who 
hsd been looking at his horse; and, after praising his ^inta and 
can iago, both united in strongly dissuading tho Captain from takhig 
an ammal of such value with him upon his present very fatiguing 
journey. 

Angus painted in the most alarming colours 'Ae roads, or en Wl er 
Wild tracks, by Avhich it would bo necessary for him to travef' hlA 
Argyleslurc, and tho wretched huts or bothies where he would he 
eoftaeroned to pass the night, and where no forage conld be pro>- 
cured for his horse, unless he conld eat the stumps of old heather. 
In short, he pronounced it ahsolnteiy impossible, niat, after under¬ 
taking sneh a pilgrimage, the animal could be in any ease for mili- 
taiy service. The Englisliman strongly confirmed all that Angus 
had said, and gave himself, body and soul, to the devil, if he thought 
it was not an act little short of absolute murder to cany a horse 
worth a farthing into such a waste and inhospitable desert. Oaptaln 
Dalgctty for an instant looked steadily, first at one of tlie gentlemen 
and next at the other, and then asked them, as if in a state of in¬ 
decision, what they would advise him to do with Qustavus under 
such circumstances; 

“ By the band of my father, my dear friend,” answered M’Anlay, 
“ if you leave the beast in my keeping, you may rely on liis being 
fed and sorted according to his worth and quality, and that upon 
your happy return, you will find him as sleek ns an onion hoilea in 
butter.”^ 

“ Or,” said Sir Miles Musgrave, “ if this 'worthy cavalier chooses 
to part with his charger for a reasonable sum, I have some part 
the silver candlesticks still dancing tho hoys in my purse, which I 
sliidl be A'ory willing to transfei’ tohis.” 

Inirict, mine honourable friqnds," said Captain Pal^t^, agida 
eyeing them both with an air of comic penetration, “ I and it would 
hot be altogether unacceptable to mtber of you, to have some token 
to remember the old soldier by, in case it shall please M'Callum 
More to bang him up at the gate of his own castle. And doubtless 
it would be no small satisfaction to ine, in such an event, that a 
noble and loyal cavalier like Sir Miles Musgrave, or a worthy and 
hosintable chieftain like our excellent landlord, should act as my 
execiilor.”' ’ ' 

Both hastene d to-protest that they bad no such ohiect, and insisted 
again upon the imimssable character of the Xlighland i>aths. Angus 
M'Anliiy nmmbled over a number of hard Gaelic names, descripuye^ 
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of tbe difilcuU passes, precipices, corries, and beals, through which 
he said the roM lay to InTerary, when old Donald, who had now 
etite^e^ sanctioned nis master’s account of these diffieultiro, hy hold- 
up his hands, and elerating his eyes, and shaking his head, at 
emy aratturai which M'Aulay pronounced. But all tliis did not move 
Ihe inflexible Captain. 

“My worthy friends,” said he, “ Gustavus is not new to the dangers 
of travelling, and the mountains of Bohemia; and (no disparagement 
to the beals and corries Mr Ahots is pleased to mention, and of 
which Sir Miles, who never saw wiem, confirms the horrors,) these 
tBOuntains may compete with the vilest roads in Europe. In fact, 
my horse hath a most excellent and social quality; for although he 
canflot pledge in my cup, yet we share our loaf between us, and it 
wiB be hard if he suffers famine where cakes or bannocks arc to bo 
fo^d. And, to cut this matter sliort, I beseech you, my good &iends, 
to'pbserve tlie state of Sir Dimcan Campbell’s palfrey, which stands 
iu.fhat stall before us. fat and fair; and, in return for your anxiety 
rmr account, I give yon my honest asseveration, that while we 
lMiVeI.the same road, bofii that pnlfi'qy and Im rider shall lack for 
Bjod before either Gustavus or I.” 

Having said this, he filled a largo measure with coni, and walkeil 
up with it to his charger, who, hy his low whinnying neigh, his 
pricked ears, and his pawing, shewed how close the alliance was 
betwixt him and his rider. Nor did he taste his corft until ho had 
returned his master’s caresses, by licking his hands and fiice. After 
this interchange of gi*eeUng, the steed began to Ms provender with 
an eager despatch which shewed old military liabits; and the master, 
after looking on the animal with groat complacency for about five 
minutes, said—“Much good may it do your honest heart, Gustavus; 
now must I go and lay m provani myself for the campaign.” 

He then deported, having first saluted the Englishman and Angus 
M'Aulay, who remained looking at each other for some time in 
alienee, and then hurst out into a fit of laughter. 

“ That follow," said Sir Miles Mnsgr-avc, “ is formed to go through 
the woild.” 

“J shsdl tMuk so tob,” said M'Aulay, “if ho can slip through 
/M'Oallum More’s fingers as easily as he has done llirougli ours.” 

* Do you think,” said theEngfishiaan, “that the Marquis will not 
remect, in Captain Dalgetty’s person, the laws of civilized war?” 

, “^No more than I would respect a Lowland i)roelaraatio%” said 
Angus M'Aulay.—“ But come along, it is time I were returning to 
jpy guests.” 
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CHAPTER IX. 

■ In aMbelllon, 

WItpn whnt's not moet, Init wbat must Iks. was law, 

Tlien were tUey citosen: In aboUorliour, 
l.et AYliBt Is meet bo said it must bo meet, 

And Ibiow thclT powvr i' the dost. 

Coriolanus. , ■ 

In a small apartment, remote from the rest of the guests assent 
hied at the castle. Sir Duncan Campbell was presented with every 
sjiccies of refreshment, and respectfully attendi^ by Lord MenteitU, 
and by Allan M'Aulay. His discourse with the hitter turned upoix a 
sort of hunting campaign, in wluch they had been engaged together 
ag-ainst the Children of tM Jtfist, with whom the Knight of Arden- 
vohr, as well as the M*Aii}i|||^had a deadly and iiTeeoncilable feud. 
Sir Duncan, however, s^j^ffiy endeavoured to lead back thg^eon-' 
versation to the subject or liis present errand to the castle of Daru- 
liiivarach. 

“ It grieved liim to the very heart,” ho said, “ to see tliaf friends 
and neighbours, who should stand shouldei* to shoulder, wore likely 
to be engaged hand to liand in a cause which so little concerned 
them. What signifies it,” he said, “ to the Highlsmd Chiefs, whether' 
•King or Parliament got uppermost ? Were it not better to let tbCni 
setlle their own differences without inteifMrence, while the Chiefs, in 
the meantime, took the opportunity of establishing their own antho- , 
rity in a manner not to be called in question hereaftei’by either liiiig 
or Parliament?” He reminded Allan M'Aulay that the measures 
taken in tlie last reign to settle the peace, os was alleged, of tlio 
Highlands, were m fact levelled at the patiiarehal power of tho’ 
Clneftains; and he mcntionetl the celebrated settlement of tlie Fife 
Undertakers, as they were called, in Gie Lewis, as pai't of a deli¬ 
berate plan, formed to introduce strangers among the Celtic tribes,,> 
todcstroy by degrees tlieir ancient customs and mode of goverameriti, 
and to despoil them of the inheritance of their fathers.' “ And yet,” , 
jie continued, addressing Allan, “it is for the purpose of giving 
despotic authority to the moiiardi by whom tliese designs have been 
nursed, tliat so many Highland Chiefs are upon the pomt of qviarrd- 
iiig witl^and drawing tlie sword against, tlicir neighbours, allies, 
and ancient confederates.” 

“ It is to my brother,” said AUaii, “ it is to the eldest son of my fii- 
tlier’s house, that the Knight of Ardenvohr must address these re- 
moustrauces. I am, indeed, the brother of Angus; but in being 

i ill tbc rc-iirii ol'JimiPS YI., an atkiapt of rattier an extraordinary kind was inad«„to 
clvlliiwtbccxtn'me nnrtliern part of tlie Ilobrldcon Arcblpelngu. That luoiiarcti graated 
tbc pnipcrty ol'Uic Island of Lewes, as If It had lieen an imkiioim and savage conntry,' 
toil muulior of Lowland gentlemen, callod undertakers, eblcfly natives of ttie Sbltoef 
rife, that they might colonlzo and settle there. Tlic ontorprtso was atCrst 
liut the natives of the island, MacLeods and MacKenzlos, ixise on the Iiowlaiid mlViii- 
Uirers, and put most of them to flic sword, ^ 
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soj l aa* 6nly tbe first of his clansmen, and bound to shew an ex¬ 
ample to the others by my cheerful and ready obedience to his com- 
. mauds.” 

" ** The cause also,” said Lord Menteitlr, interposing:, “is far more 
Mueral than Sir Duncan Compb^ seems to suppose it. It is neither 
Irinited to Saxon nor to Oael, to mountain nor to strath, to IKgh- 
lands nor to Lowlands. The question is, if wo will continue to be 
governed by the unlimited authority assumed by a set of peraora in 
no respect superior to pursdves, iiistcad of rotuming to the natural 
goverument of the Prince against whom they have rebelled. And 
reapeoting the interest of the Highlands in particular,” he added, “I 
crave Sir Duncan Campbell’s pardon for my plainness; but it seems 
very clear to me, that the ooly effect produced by the present usur¬ 
pation, will be the aggrandisement of one overgrown dan at the ex¬ 
pense of every independent Chief in the Highlands.” 

“ I win not reply to you, my lord,” said Sir Duncan CampbelJ, 
“because I know your prejudices, and from whom they are bor¬ 
rowed 5 yet you will pardon my saymg, that being at the head of the 
rival branch of the House of Graham, i have both read of and known 
an Earl of Menteitlj, who would have disdained to have been tutored 
in polities, or to have been commanded in war, by an Earl of Mon¬ 
trose.” 

“You will find it in vain, Sfr Duncan,” said Lord Meuteith, 
^ughtily, “ to set ray vanity in arms against my principles. The 
lung gave my ancestors them title and rank; and meso shall never 
prevent my acting, in the royal cause, under any one who is better 
qualified than myself to be a comTnander-in-ehief. Least of all, shall 
any miserable iealousy prevent me from placing niy hand and sword 
under the guidance or the hravost, the most loyal, Uie moat heroic 
spmt among our Scottish nobility.” 

“ Pity ” said Sir Duncan Campbell, “ tliat you cannot add to his 
panegyric the farther epithets of the most steady, and the most con¬ 
sistent. But I hare no purpose of debating those points with yon, 
my lord, waving his hand, as if to avoid farther discussion; “the 
me IS cast witii you; allow me ymly to express my sorrow for the 
disastro^ fate to which Angus M'Aiuay’a natund rashness, and your 
loimlup 8 umuence, are dragging my gallant friend Allan licre, with 
Ins fauier s clan, and many a bravo nmn besides.” 

“ The die is east for us all. Sir Duncan,” replied Allan, looking 
gloom}', and arguing on his own hypochondriac reelings; “J,he iron 
hand of destiny branded our fate upon our forehead long ere we 
could form a wish, or raise a finger vo our own behalf. Were this 
otherwise, by what means docs the Seer ascertain the future from 
those sliadowy presages wliicli haunt his waking and his sleeping eye ? 
^hijght can be foreseen but that which is certaiu to happen.” 

Bit Duncan Campbell was about to reply, and the darkest, and 
most contested point of metaphysics might have been hrouglit into 
*“^0881011 betwixt two Higlilancl disputants, when the door opened. 
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M‘Aulay and his brothei*, Wth Lord Menteith, and other young 
men who fi'equentcd Larnlinvarach, she possessed none of that 
timidity wliich a female, educated chiefly among her own sex, would 
either have felt, or thought necessary to assume, on an occasion like 
the present. 

Her dress pai-took of the antiq^ for new fashions seldom pene¬ 
trated into the Highlands, nor womd they easily have found their 
way to a castle inhMited chiefly by men, whoso sole occupation was 
war and the chase. Yet Annot’s garments were not only becoming, 
but even rich. Her open iacket, with a high collar, was composed 
of blue cloth, richly embroinered, and had silver clasps to fasten, when 
it pleased the wearer. Its sleeves, which were wide, came no lower 
than tlie’elbow, and terminated in a golden Mage; under this upper 
coat, if it can be so termed, she wore an under dress of blue satin, 
also richly embroidered, but w^iich was several shades h’ghter in 
colour llnan the upper garnien't; The petticoat was formed of tartan 
silk, in tlie set, or pattern, of whioh tlie colour of blue greatly predo¬ 
minated, so as to remove the tawdry efteet too frequently produced 
in tartan, by the mixture aipa strong opposition of colours. An an¬ 
tique silver chain hung round her neck, and supported the wrest, or 
key, with which she tuned her instrument. A small ruff rose above 
her collar, and was secured by a brooch of some value, an old keep¬ 
sake of Lord Menteith. Her profusion of light hair almost hid her 
laugliiug eyes, while, with a smile and a bludi, she mentioned that 
she liad M‘Aulay’s directions to ask them if they chose music. Sir 
Duncan Campbell gazed with considerable surprise and interest at 
the lovely apparition, which thus iutcmxptod his debate with Allan 
M‘Aulay. 

“ Can this,” he said to him in a whisper, “ a creature so beautiful 
and so elegant, be a domestic musician of your brother’s establish¬ 
ment?” 

“ By no means,” answered Allan, liaslily, yet with some hesi¬ 
tation ; “ she is ti-a—near relation of our iamUy—and treated,” 

lie added, more firmly, “ as an adt^ted daughter of our fathci^s, 
lionse.” ’ 

As he spoke thus, he m-ose from his seat, and with that air of; 
courtesy whieli every Highlander can assume wlicu it suits him to 
pv.actise it, he resigned it to Annot, and oflTered to her, at the same 
time, whatever refreshments the table affordeil, with an assiduity 
whicli w'as probably designed to give Sir Duncan an imjmossion of 
her rank and consequence. If such was Allan’s purpose, however, 
it was unnecessary. Sir Duncmi kept his eyes fixed upon Annot 
noth an expression of much deeper interest than could hayc aisscn 
from aiiy iinnrossion that she was a person of consequence. Annot 
even felt erauaiTassed under the old knight’s stetidy gaze; and it was ’ 
not without considerable hesitation, Uiat, tuning her instrument, and 
receiving an assenting look'from Lord Menteith and Allan, site exe¬ 
cuted the following b.mwl, which oui' friend, Mr Secimdtis MTherson, 
whose goodness we hswl before to acknowledge, has thus translatod 
into the Kiiglisb tongue 
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TAtEs OF Jfr t Ain)M)ia». 


THE OUPHAN MATH. 


Kovember’i liall-nflonil ilvifis away, 
Novemliar's auuMin wan 
Iiooks coldly on tlio obHIg grp}', 

'WhOQ forth comes iLaily Anno. 

The orphan by,the oak was set, 

Her arms, her tbet, wore bare, 

'itio hall-drops had not melted j-et,. 

Amid her raven hair, 

“ And, name,*’ she said, “ by all the lies 
Tliat child atKl mother know, 

Aid one who never kiunr these joys, 

Believe an orphan’s wo,” 

The Uidy said, “ An onihon’s state 
Is hard and sad to heart ' 

Yet worse tho widow’d mother’s fixto, 

Who mourns boUi lord and heir, 

“ Twelve times tlio rolling year has siied, 
Since, when from vengeance wild 
Of llercc Stratliallan’s Chief I fled, 
i’orlh’s eddies whelm’d my diild," 

“ Twelve tiroes tho year its conrsc has liome,” 
Tlic wandctiiig maid replied, 

“ Since tiBhei s on St Budget’s morn 
Drew nets on Campsio side. 

" Bt Bridget sent no scaly spMI,-, 

An iD&ut, w<dl-nlgh dead. 

They saved, ond roar’d In.want and loll, 

T'o beg IVtan you her bread,” 

That orphan maid the lady kiss’d— - 
“ My Imsband’s looks you bears 
St Bridget and her mom bo bta’d 
Ton nro.his widow’s heir," 

They've robed that maid so poor and pnlo. 

In silk and simdals rare; 

And pearls, for dru|is of froaen hall, 

A ro glistening In her hair, > 


» Tho admirers of pure Celtic antiquity, notwltlistandlng tho elegance of the alxeve 
translation, may be desirous to see a literal version fiwu tlie orlglnul Oaclic, whieh wo 
therefore subjoin; and have only to add, that the original is deposited with Mr Jctleilluh 
Cloislibothain. 

LlIXkAP TbANSIiATIOK. 

Tho han-blast had drirtxsd away niion the wings of the gate of autumn, Tlie sun loolted 
rrom hetn'cen the clouds, pale as tho xvounded here who rears bis head feebly on the 
heiiUi when tho roar of ball lo h.atli pa&sed over him. 
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While the song proceeded Lord McnteiUi ebrsened, with semo 
surprise, that it apiKjared *o produce a much deeper eliect upon the 
mind of Sir Duncaa Oampbcll, than he could possibly have anticl- 
nated from his age and character. He well knew that tlie Iliuh- 
Imidcrs of that period ])osscssed a much greater sensibility both tor 
tale and song than was found among their Lowland neighbours; but 
even this, he thought^ hardly accounted for the embarrassment with 
which the old man withdrew Im eyes from the songstress, as if un¬ 
willing to suffer them to rest on an object^ so interesting. Still less 
was it to be ctcpected, that features which e^ressed pride, stem 
common sense, and the austere habit of authority, should have been 
so much agitated by so trivial a circumstance. As tlie Chief’s brow 
became clouded, he drooped bis large shaggy grey c3’ebrows until 
they almost concealed his eyes, on the lids of which something like a 
tear might be seen to glistetR He remained silcut and fixed in the 
same iiostnre for a minute or two, after the last note had ceiwid to. 
vibrato. He then raised his head, and having looked at Amiot Lyle,, 
as if purposing to speak to her, he as suddenly changed that iViuiwso, 
and was about to ndtU’ess Allan, when the door oiieued, ana me Lord 
of the Castln made his appearance. 


Finclo, tlio Iinay ot th« Cottle, come OuUi (o tcc ber maiilcns {inss to tlio licnis with ' 
their IcsHiit. I 

There sot on orphan maiden licueath the old oak-tree of appointment. The withered 
leaves fell iirimnci her, and her heart was moro wltlioi-ed Mian they. 

The parent of the tee [iioctlcally taken for the frost] still coiiKealcd tlio Iiail-drops In ' 
her leiir; tlie.v were like the specks of white asliei, on the twisleil lanitths of the bhackrited 
and baU^oiisiimcd oak that blazes in the hall. 

Ami the nuhlen said, ‘ Giro mo comfort, lady, I am an orphan child." And tlio 
J.iuly replied, “ How can I give that which I luivo not ? I am the widow of a slain lord, 
— I he mollie.r of a perished child. When T fled In itiy fear Ikom tlie vengeance of my him- 
h mil's liie, onr bark was overwhelmed hi the tide, and my lufiuit perished. This was on Ht 
Jtt'idiiK's mum, near the strung l.yiia of Campsle. May ill luck light u|)on the day," And 
the maiden answered, “It was on St Urldgot's niurn, and twelve harvests before this 
lime, that tlio tlsheriiieu of Campsle drew In their nets neither grilse nor mdmoii, hut an 
intlmt half dcml, who hath slttee lived In misery, and iiiiist die, miless she is now aided." 
And tlio Lad}' answered, “ Blessed ho St llridgct and her niorii, for these arc the dark 
eyes and the falcon look of my slain lord; and tlilnc shall he Uio Inlierttauoo of tUs 
widow." And she Called fur her waiting iittcndants, and she bode tliem clothe that 
,maldcn in silk, and in smnitc; ami llie pearls which they wovo oinung her black trcisca, 
’wxrc whiter than the tfozou liaU-di'opa 


> Milk-palla. 



Off Sif'itMJSiMato. 


CIIAPTER X 

Daft on thoir joumsy Ibar'd the gloomy Sayi' 

WBd were flie bffig, and;aoiibtfttl gr^r the way-j 
daft, more gloomy, a^ moco doohttul, ahetv'd 
The mansion wlfloli leqelvod Hicm from'tliB.road. 

T/ie.Ihweflera, a Somance. 


Anods whs ehsifged with, a mcpage whictThc seemed to 

i%id eome difficulty iu-commuhicating;; for it was not till after, ho Itad 
framed lus speech seYeral different ways, and blHudcrod tliem ail, 
liat he succeeded iu letting Sir Duncan Campbell knew that the 
carter wbp was to accompany him was waiting in readiness, and 
that all was prepared for his return to Inyeraiw. Sir DuncanCamp- 
" " rose up very indignantly j the affi-ont which this message implied 
idiat^ driying out of nis recollection the smsibility nidiioh had 
iiw^nod by the music. 

•‘1 little expected this," he said, fciddng ilidignantly at Angus 
M'Aulay. “ I littie thought tliat there was a Oiief in the West High¬ 
lands, who, at the pleasure of a Saxon, would have bid the Knight 
of Ardenvohr leave liis castle, when the sun was declining from the 
meridian, and ere the second cup had been filled. But fiirewcU, sir, 
j^e food of a churl docs not satisfy the appetite j when 1 next revisit 
rD^linvaracIi, it shall be witli a naked sword in one hand, and a fire- 
mind in the omer.” 

" And if you sO come,” said Atigufe, “ 1 pledge myself to meet you 
fairly, though you Iwought five bnlidrod Campbells at your back, and 
to a|©rd you and them such erttmtaniment, tliat you shall not a^gain 
oomffiain of the hbspitidfty of Dariilinvarach.” 

^ “ Threatened men,” said Sk Duncan, “live long. Your turn for 

' ijgiscbnading, Laird of M'AuIeV, is too well known, that men of honour 
^uiould regard your vaunts. To you, my lord, and to Allan, who have 
'applied the place of my churlish hos^ 1 leave my thanks. And to 
,yeUi pretty mistress,” he said, addressing Annot Lyle, “this little 
■t(dten, for having opened a fountain whim hath been dry for many 
a year." So saying, he left the apartment, and commanded hi.s at¬ 
tendants to be summoned. Angus M'Aulay. equally embami-sscd 

» d at the chai’ge of inhospitality, which was the greatest 
font to a Higidander, did not follow Sir Dmiciui to the 
where, mounting his palfrey, which was in readines.s, fol- 
: mounted attendants, and accompanied by tlic noble Ca{)- 
tain Dalgetty; wbo’liad also awaited bini, bolding Gustavus ready for 
actiem, though he did not draw his girths and mount till Sir Duncan 
appw^, the whole cavalcade left She castle. 

The journey was long and toilsome, but Without any of the ex¬ 
treme privations which the Laird of M'Aulay had prophesied. In 
truth, Sir Duncan was very cautious to avoid those nearci’ and more 
secretMths, byjneans of which the county of Argyle was accessible 
from the Wrestward; for liis relation and chie^ the Marquis, was used 
ffi boast, that he would not for a hundrcd.thousand crowns anv mor- 



tal sliould know the posses bj ■which to armed force could penetrafo 
into his country. •, * . 

Bir Duncan Campbell, therefore, rather shtinlied the H^hlands, 
and falling into the Low^ounlrr, made for the tootM seaport in 
the Ticinity, ivhere he had sevmtm holf-decked g^eys, or Wlmgs, as 
they were callc^ at his command. one of these they embarked, 
with Gustarus in company, who wtffi so seasbiied to tliat 

land and sea seemed as moiiferent to him ns to liis masted"' . 

The wind being favourable, they pursued their waytrppidly 
sails and oars; and early the next morning it was tononnt^ to 
Captain Dalgetty, tlien in a small cabin beneath the haltt^ceki that 
the galley was under the walk of Sir DunciifcCampbell's castle. * 
Ardenvolff accordingly rose high above hirt^when he came upon 
the deck of the galley. It was a gloomy square tower, of consider¬ 
able size and great height, situate upon a headland preceding into 
the salt-water lake, or arm of the sea, which they had enured on the 
preceding evening. A waD, with flanking towers at each angle, sttit 
rounded the castle to landward; but, towards t)te.^e,..|| was bt^t 
so near tlie brink of the precipice as only to leave room M a Imttery 
of seven guns, designed to protect the fortress from any insult from 
that sidts, although situated too high to be of any effectual use ac¬ 
cording to the modem system of warfare. 

The eastern sun, rising beliind the old tower, flung its shadow far 
on the lake, darkening the dfick of the galley, on whfcli Captain Dali 

f etty now Wiilked, waiting witli some impatience the signal to land. 

ir Duncan Campbell as no was informed by his attendants, was al¬ 
ready within the walls of the castle; but im one encouraged the 
Captain’s ‘proposal of following him ashore^ until, as they stated)! 
they should receive the dh-cefc pemissiou or order of the Knight of 
Ardeuvohr. 


In a short time afterwards the mandate arrived, wlijlc a boat, with 
a piper in the bow, bearing the Knight of Ardenvohr’s crest in silver 
upon his left arm, and playiug with all his might the frunily mardi 
entitled “The Campbells are comiugj” sqipi'csiohed to eoiuluot the 
envoy of Montrose to the castle of Ardenvohr. The distsuice be.s' 
tween the galley and tlie beach was so sliort as scarce to require the ' 
assistance of the eight sturdy rowers, in bonnets,. short coats, and 
■ trews, whose efforts sent the boat to the little creek in which they 
usually lauded, before one could have conceived that it had left the 
side of the birnng. Two of the boatmen, in apife of Dnlgctty’s re¬ 
sistance, horsed the Captain on the back of a third Highlandei-, and, 
wading through the suif with him, lauded him high and dry upon 
the beach beneath the castle rock. In the flace of this rock there 
appeared something like the entrance of a lo^-hrowcd cavern, to¬ 
wards which the asSstants were preparing to brnry our friend Dak 

E , when, shaking himself loose from them with some difficult^ 
sisted upon seeing Gustavus safely landed before lie proceeds 
one step farther. The Highlanders could not comprijhend what he 
meant, until one who had picked up a little English, orjg ^ er Low- 
hmd Scotch, exclaimed, “ Houts! it’s a’ about iter hoc|l|^ useles^ 
baste." Farther remonstrance on the part of Captain EIBwity was 



iliUaTUi>iod by tlva oj^eawnco of <Kt Daneaa C»mjjl«ll Imjuiolf, 
^ laottth of tha oRvern which we liave deacribetL for tha ptir- 
wtSeiW icvitang Oaptain Pal^ctty to accept oi the hospitality of 
Atdeisvdiri plcSmng his houour^ at the satno too, that ^steiiw 
hhotw ho ttot^ as bocame the hero whom he dcrivea lim 
Jtatoc, not to mention the important pereon to whom he iiow 
longed. Notwithstanding this sBtwfactoryOTarantcc, Captain Dm- 
getty would still have hesttftted, such was o& anxiety to witness the 
fate of his companion Gustavus, had not two HiM'mimdei’s aoizod 
him by the arms, two more ptished him on behind, while a lifth cx- 
elaimed. “Hon* awawi’the daft Sassenach! does she noliear tlio 
laiid biading her np to her ain castle, wi’ her special roicc, and isna 
that rery mickle honour for the like o’ her ?” 

'I3inB iaipelledj Captain Dalgetty covdd only for a short space 
k0H> a reverted eye towards the gafley in which he had left the party 
pw (rf life military toils. In a tow minutes afterwards he nmnd 
liimseif involved in the total darkness of a stocase, wliich, entering 
from the low-browed cavern we have mentioned, winded upwards 
through the entrails !<tf5fche living rock. 

“ iiie cursed Hiffla8|d salvages P lonttorcd the Captain, lailf 
aloud; “ what is tohee^e of me, if Qnstavus, the namesake of the 
iurinmhle Lion of the Protestant League, should bo lamed among 
tlieir untenty liandsl” 

“ Have no fear of that,” said tlic-voice of Sir Duncan, who 
was nearer to him than lie imagined; “ my men are accustomed 
to handle horses, both in embarking and dressing them, aud you will 
soon see Gustavus as safe as when you last dismounted from Ids hack.” 

Captain DaJgetty knew the world too well to offer any farlhor 
reuionstrauce, whatever uneasiness he might suppress within Ids own 
bosom. A step or two higher up the stair slicwod ligh» and a door, 
and an iron-grated wideet led aim out upon a gallory cut in the 
..open face of the rock, extending a space of about six or eight jurds, 
<until he reached a second door, where the path re-entered the roek; 
and whieh w^as also defen^d by an iron portcullis. “ An adiniralde 
traverse," observed the Captain; “ and if commanded by a lield 
.piece, or even a few muskets, quite sufficient to einsiwe the place 
against a storming party.” 

Sh’ Duncan Oampbell made no answer at the time ; but, the mo 
ment afterwards, when they had entered the second cavern, he struck 
with the stick whicli he had ia his hand, first on the one side, anr 
"then on the other of the wicket, aud the sullen ringing sound whid 
replied to the blows, made Capteiiu Dalgetty sensiWc tot there waf 
a gun placed on each side, for tlie purpose of rakuig the gallerj 
tinrougn which they had passed, although the embrasures, tnrougl 
which they might be fired on occasion, were masked on the outsw< 
with sods aud loose stones. Haying ascended the second staircase 
rt toy found themsebes again ou an oiien platform and gallery, ex 

I iosed M a fire both of musketry and wall-guns, ifj being come witl 
lostile iutoti they had venturea foi'ther. A third flight of steps, cu 
.40 the ro^me the former, but not cavemed over, led them fin " 
to to at the toot of the tower. Tins last stair also ■ 
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narrow and etoep, and) not to raentkm the fire whldi miglit be di* 
rected on it from ahore, one or two rescdiite mem wj^ rnkoB and bat¬ 
tle-axes, could have mode the pass good ajgmh>rt bunareds; for the 
stair-case would not admit.two neraons ahr^t, and was not secured 
b^. any sort of balustrade, Or railing', from the idieer and alwupt pre. 
ripice, on the foot' of which the tide now rolled with a vmee or wuo- 
dor. So that, under the jealous preqaadous: used to seotve this 
ancient Celtic fortre^ a person of weak nerves, attd a liable 
to become dizzy, might hare fomid it some^g difficult to bare 
achieved the entrance to the candle, even supnoshigno resistance had 
been offered. ' 

* Captain Dalgetty, too old a soldier to feel^toh tremors, had no 
sooner arrived in the court-yard, than , he protested to God, the 
defences of Sir Duncan’s castle reminded him more of the notable 
fortress of Spandau, situated in the March of Brandenburg, than of 
any place whOk it had been his fortune to defmid in the coarse of 
liis travels. Nevertheless, he criticised considerably the mode of 
placing the guns on the hatte^ we have noticed, observing, th^ 
“ where cannon were perched, Mke to scarts, or sea-gulls, on Sie t<m 
of a rock, he liod ever observed that they astonished more by their 
noise, than they dismayed by the skaith or damage which they occa¬ 
sioned.” 

Sir Duncan, without replying, conducted the soldier into the tower; 
the defences of which were a portcullis and iron-cleuched oaken door, 
tlie tliickncss of the wall being the space between them. He had no 
sooner arrived in a hall hung with tapestry,* than the Captain pro¬ 
secuted his military criticism. It was indeed suspended by the sight 
of an excellent breakfiist, of whicli he partook with great avidity: hut 
no sooner had he secured this meal, than he made the tour of the 
apartment, examining the ground around the castle very carefrtUv 
from each window in the room. He then returned to his chair, and 
thi'owing himself back into it at his length, stretched out one manly 
leg, and tapping his jack-boot With the riding-rod which he carried 
in his hand, after the manner of a hrif-bred man who affects ease in 
the society of his betters, he delivered his unasked opinion as 
follows“ This house of yours, now, Sir Duncan, is a very pretty 
defensible sort of a tenement and yet it is hardly snehas a cavaliero 
■ of honour would expect to moiutdiu his credit by holding out for many 
days. For, Sir Duncan, if it pleases you to notice, your house u 
over-crowed, and slighted, or commanded, as we military men siy, 
by yonder round hiuock to the landward, whereon an enemy might 
Ktcll such a battery of cannon as would make ye glad to beat a ehamade 
witliiu forty-eight hours, unless it pleased the Lord extraordinarily 
to shew mercy?' 

“ There is no road,” replied Sir Duncan, somewliat shortly, “by 
which caunon can be brought against Ardenvohr. The swamps ana 
inuiusses around my house would scarce carry your horse aud your-- 
self, excepting by such paths as could be rendered impassable witb^ 
in a few hours.” 

“ Sfr Duncan,” said the Captain, “ it is your pleasure to snpirose 
so; and yet wc martial men say, that whore there is a sea-coast tliero 
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k alwan a naked side, seeinff tliat cannon and munition, vhere they 
eamnotro transported by land, aiay be right easily brought by sea 
near to tlie place where they are to be put in action. .Neither is a 
Mstie, however secure in its situation, to be accounted altogether in¬ 
vincible, or, as they say, impregnable; for I protest t’ye, Sir Duncan, 
tint I have known twenty-nve men, by the mere suninse and audacity 
of the attack, win, at point of pike, as strong a hold as this of Ardcn- 
Tobr, and put to the sword, captivate or hold to the ransom, the de¬ 
fenders, bmg ten times th^ <;wn nutuber,” 

Notwithstanding Sir Dunc^ Campbell’s knowledge of the world, 
and his power of concealing his internal emotion, he appeared piclued 
■ad hurt at these refloctiona, which the Captain made with the most 
naeonsoioas gravity, having merely selected the subject of conversa¬ 
tion 08 one upon winch ho thought Idmself capable of shining, and, 
as they say, of laying down the few, without exactly recollectmg that 
the topic might not be equadly i^^eable to his landlord. 

** To cat this matter snort,” i^d Sir Duncan^ with on expression 
of voice and countenance soinewlmt agitated, “it is unnecessary for 
you to tell me. Captain Didgetty, that a castle may be stormed if it 
IS not valorously defended, or surprised if it is not needfully watched. 
I trust this poor house of mino.wiil not be found in any of these pre¬ 
dicaments, should even Captain Dalgctty himself choose to he- 
leimuer it.” 

‘‘For all that, Dnnedn,” answered the persevering commander 
“ I would premoniM yqn, ns a friend, to trace out a sc.oin c upon that 
round hijl, with a good graffe, or ditch, wliilk may be easily aocora- 
pllshed by comnellmg the labour of the boors in tne vicinity; it being 
the custom of tne vawrous Gustavus Adolphus to fight as much by 
tile spade and shovel, ns by sword, pike, and musket. Also, I would 
advise yon to fortify the said sconce, not only by a foussie, or graffe, 
but also by certain stocketa, or palisades."—(Itere Sir Duncan, be¬ 
coming iinpaticntj left the ^jartment, the Coi)toin following him to 
the door, and raising his voice as he retreated, until he was fairly 
out of bearing.)—“The whflk stackets, or palisades, should he arti¬ 
ficially framed with re-entering angles and loop-holes, or crenelles, 
for musketry, whereof it shall arise that tho foemen-The High¬ 

land brntel the old Highland brute! They are as proud as poacomes, 
and 08 obstinate as tups—and here he has missed an opportunity of 
making his house as metty an irregular fortifleatiod as an invading 
army ever broke tiiem teeth upon.--But I see,” he continned, loi^g 
down from the Window upon the bottom of the precipice, “ thty have 
got Gnstavus safe ashore—Proper fellow! 1 wmild know that toss of 
■ BIS head among a whole squadron. I must go to see what they are 
to make of him.” 

He hod no sooner reached, however, the conrt to tlic seaward, and 
put himself in the itet of descending the staircase, than two Higinand 
sentinels, advancing their Lochaber axes, gave him to understand 
tiiat this WM a service of danger. 

“Diavolo!" smd the soldier, “and I have got no pass-word. 1 
cotdd'not speak a syllable of their salvage gibberish, an it were to 
stife me from tlie provost-marshal.” 
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“ I will be yonr surety. Captain Dalgetty,” said Sir Duhcan, who 
laid a^in approached mm withp^tt Maobserringsft'Om whence; “and 
we wiU go together, and sedlww yopr farourito charger is accom¬ 
modated.” 

He conducted him aecordiagly down the etaircase to the beach, 
and from theuee by a short turn behind a large rock, which eoacealed 
the stables aud other offices belonging to tho castle. Captain l>al- 
getty became sensible, at the saOie time, that the side of ^ castle 
to the land was rmidered totally inaccea^hle by a rating pai-fly iia* 
tural and partly ac^ed with areat eSJe^ffud mbour, so as p l^ oaly 
passed by a drawbridge. StiH however, the Captain insisted,' not-. 
withstanding the triumphant am witli which Sir Duncanamiutcdlout 
his defences, that a seduce should be erected ouDrumsnah, the round 
eminence to the east of thn castle, in respect the house might be an¬ 
noyed from thence ^ burning bullets fiill of fire, shot out of cannon, 
according to the curious invention of Stephen Bathian,.King' of Poland, 
whereby that Mnoe utterly ruined the great Muscovite city of Mos- 
This invention, Captain Dalgetty owned, he liaa not yet 
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ivitnosscd, but observed, “ that U would ffive him particular dd[o<>- 
tation to witness the same put to the proof against Arden vohr, 'or any, 
other castle of similar strengthobserving, “ tliat so curious an c.v- 
periment could uot but afford the greatest delight to all admirers of 
the military art.” 

Sir Duncan Campbell diverted this eonversatio|i by carrying tlie 
soldier into his slaUes, and suffering him to ajTtmge Gustavus ac¬ 
cording to his own wiU and pleasure. After this duty had been care- 
fuUy performed. Captain Dalgetty proposed to return to the ea^atle, 
observing, it was his intention to spend the time betwixt this and din¬ 
ner, whimi, he presumed, would come upon the parade about noon, 
in burnishing Ins armour, which, Iiating sustained some injury from 
the sea-air, might, he was afraid, seem discreditable in the eyes of 
M‘CfiUuw More. Yet while they Were returning to the castle, he 
failed not to Warn Sir Duncan Campbell against the great injury he 
might sustain by any sudden onfaU of an enemy, whereby his horses, 
cattle, and granaries, might be cut off and consumed, to his great 
prejudice; wherefore he again strongly conjured him to construct a 
sconce upon the round luU caUed Drumsnab, and offered his own 
friendly services in lining out the same. To tins disinteresteti advice 
Sir Dunpau only replied by ushering his guest to his apartment, and 
informing him that the tolling of the castie beU would make Mm 
aware when diiuier was ready. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

Is tlil« thy wufle, Baldwin? Udandioly 
IHspIsys Her sable banner from tlie (loqjon, 

Darkening the foam of the whole Barge beneath 
Were I a Iwldtont, to see this gloom 
Mlute tho fbce of nature, and to hoar 
'1110 ccaseloss eonnd ^ wave, and seabird's scream, 

I’d whdt me In the but that poorest peasant 
E'er framed, to give him tomporao’Miiator. 

lutowx. 

The gaHant Ritt-master would wfllingly haro einployed Ws leisure 
in studying the cicterior of Sir Duncan’s castle, and verifyingliis own 
military ideas upon the natni-e of its defences. But a stout sentinel, 
who mounted guard with a Loehaber-axe at the door of his apart¬ 
ment, gave him to undei’stand, by very significant signs, that he wits 
in a sort of honouiwhle captivity. 

It is strange, thought tho Kitt-master to himself, how well these 
salvages uuderstaud tlie rules and practiiiue of war. Who would 
hare pre-supposed their acquaintance irith the maxim of the m-cat 
and godlike trustaViis Ad<dMu.s, tliat a flag of teuce should bo half a 
messenger half a spy P —Ana, haviug finished bomishing his armSj he 
sate doavn patiently to compute how much half a dollar per diem 
would amount to at tlio end of a six-months' campaign 5 and, when he 
had settled that problem, proceeded to tlie more abstruse calculations 
necessar)’ for drawing up a brigade of two thousand men on tlie prin¬ 
ciple of e.\;tractmg tho square root. 

Ji’rom Ids musings, ho was roused by the joyful sound of the dinner 
bell, on which tho Highlander, lately his ^ard, became his wiitlc- 
man-ushcr, and marshalled him to the hail, where a table wiUi four 
covers bore ample proofs of Highland hospitality. SirDimcan en¬ 
tered, conducting his lady, a toU, faded, melancholy female, dressed 
in deep raoiiruing. They were followed by a Presbyteriau clergy¬ 
man, in his Geneva cloak, and wearing a black-silk skull-cap, cover¬ 
ing his short hair so closely, that it could scarce bo scon nl all, so 
that the unrestricted ears had an undue predominance in the general 
aspect. This ungi-accful fa.'jhion was universal at the time, and jinrtly 
led to the nicknames of roundhead.'?, jiriek-eared curs, and so lortli, 
wliioh tlic insolence of the cavaliers liberally bestowed on their poli¬ 
tical enemies. 

Sir Duncan presented his militai? guest to his lady, who received 
his technical salutation with a stiff and silent reverence, in which it 
could scarce be judged whether pride or melancholy had the gi-eatcr 
' share. The churchman, to whom he was next presented, eyed him 
with> glance of mingled dislike and curiosity. 

J ljfe Captain, well accustomed to worse looks from move dangcrons 
pffcs, cared very little either for tliose of the lady or of flie divine, but 
t his whole sow. upon assaulting a huge piece of Iccf, which smoked 
the nether end of the table. But the onslaught, as he would have 
’*crraed it, was delayed, until the conclusion of a very long grace, bo- 
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twixt eveiT sscction of which Dalgetty handled his knife and fork, as 
lie might have done his musket or pike whgn goife upon action, and 
as often resigned them unwillingly wh# tlie pmix clifl^in com¬ 
menced another clause of his heimmcUi^ Sir Dtihcto listened with 
decency, though he was supposed rather to have joined the Cove¬ 
nanters out of dewtkm to, his chief, tlmn real respect for the ■cause 
cither of liberty or of Presbytery. His lady alone attended to the 
blessing, witli symptoms of deep acquiescence. 

The meal wits perfdnhcd almost in Carthusian silence; for it was 
none of Captain Ualgetty’s habite to employ his moutli in talking, 
while it could be more profitably occupied. Sir Duncan was abso¬ 
lutely silent, and the lady and churchman only occasionally exchanged 
a few words, srooken low, and iuchstiuetly. 

But, when the dishes were removed, and their place supplied hy 
liquors of various sorts, Captain Dalgetty no longer had, liimself, the 
same weighty reasons for wence, mid began to tire of that of the rest 
of the company. He commenced a new attack upon his landlord, 
upon the former ground. 

“ Toudiing that round uiontide, or hill, or eminence, termed Drum- 
snab, I would be proud to hold some diulogue with you. Sir Duncan, 
on the nature of Qie sconce to be there constructed; and whether the 
angles thereof should be acute or obtuse—aneut whilk 1 have heard 
the great Velt-Mareschal Bannier hold a learned argument with Ge- 
nerm Tiefenbnch during a still-stand of arms;” ^ 

“ Captain Dalgetty,’”answered Sir Duncan very drily, “it is not 
our Highland usage to debate militaiy points with strangers. This 
castle 5 like to hold out agamst a stronger enemy than any force 
whic^ the unfortunate gentlemen ■we left at Darnliuvarach ai'e able 
to bring against it.” 

A deep sigh from the lady accompanied the conclusion of her hus¬ 
band’s .specdi, which seemed to remind her of some painful circum¬ 
stance. 

“ lie who gave,” said the clergyman, addressing her in a solemn 
tone, “ h.ath taken .away. May yon, honourable lady, be long enabled 
to say. Blessed be His name!’’ 

To this exhortation, which seemed intended for her sole behoof, 
the lady answered by an inclination of her head, more humble than 
Captain Dalgetty had yet observed her make. Supposing he sliould 
now find her in a more conversible humour, he proceeded to imcost 
her. 

“ It is indubitably very natural that your ladyship should he down¬ 
cast at the mention of military preparations, whilk I have observed 
to spread perturbation among women of all nations, and almost all 
conditions. Nevertheless, renthesilca,in ancient times, and also Joan 
of Arc, and others, wore of a diflFerent kidney. And, as I have 
learned while I served the Spaniard, the Duke of Alva in former 
times had the Icagner-lasses who followed his camp marshalled into 
tertian, (whilk we call regiments,) and oliicered and commanded by 
those of their own feminme gender, and regulated by a commander- 
in-chief, called in German Hpreweibler, or, os we would say verna¬ 
cularly, Captain of the Queans. True it is, they were persons not to 
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^ Bused fi»,pM*,Uelto your jadjrship,beipgr sudi quxB guffMtm 
wrporibus fim6bmt,m we said of dean Drocniels at MarescUal 
college ;«4:lie same wnom the IVehch term cwriisoinRcs, and wem 
Scottish ——" 

“ The lady will spwo you th6 trouble of farther exposition, Captun 
Dfdgotty,” said his hos^ somewhat sternly: to whicn the clergyman 
added, “ that such discourse better befitted a watch-tower guarded 
hy profane soldiery tlian the board of an honourable person, and the 
present of a lady of qaalite.” 

“Craving your pardon, Dommie, or Doctor, aut quocmqm alio 
nomine gaudes, for I would have you to Imow I have studied polite 
letters,” said the unabashed envoy, filling a gi-eat cup of wine, 

“ I see no gromid for yoiu: reproof seeing I did not speak of those 
turves personas, ns if &eir CMSCupatiou or character was a proper 
subject of conversation for this lady’s presmice, but simply par 
accidens, as illustrating the matter in hand, namely, thejr natural 
courage and audacity, much enhsaiced, doubtless, by the desperate 
circumstances of their condition.” 

“ Captain Daketty,” said Sir Duncan Campbell, “ to break short 
this discourse, X must acquaint you, that I have some business to 
despatch to-night, in order to enable me to ride with you to-morrow 
towards Inverary; and thcrrfbre- ” 

“ To ride witli this person to-monw!” exclaimed bis lady; “ such 
cannot be your purpose, Sir Duncan, unless you Lave forgotten that 
the morrowis a sad anniveraary, and dedicated to as'sad a solemnity.” 

“ 1 had not forgotten,” answered Sir Duncan; ** how is it possible I 
can ever forget? but uie necessity of the times requires I should 
send this officer onward to luverary, without loss of time.” 

“Yet, surely, not that you should accompany Mm in person?” 
inquired the lady. 

‘^It were better I did,” said Sir Duncan; “ yet I can write to the 

Marquis, and follow on the subsequent day_Captain Dalgctly, 

1 will despatch a lettm- for you, c;^laining to the Marquis of Argyle 
your cliaracter andpommission, with which you will please to prepai-e 
to travel to Inverary early to-moiTow moni'ing.” 

“Sir Duncan CampbeU,” said Dalgctty, “I am doulrtless at your ■ 
discrctinuary disposiu in this matter; not tlic less, 1 pray you to 
remember the blot wMch will fell upon your own escutcheon, if you 
do in any way suffer me, being a commissioiiate flag of truce, to be 
circuinventea in this matter, whether clam, vi, vd precario; I 
do not say by your assent tor any wrong done to me, but even through 
absence of any due care on your part to prevent tlie same.” 

“You are under the safeguard of my honour, sm” answered Sir 
Duncan Campbell, “and that is more than a sufficient security. 
And now,” continued hc,rising, “I must set the example of retiring.” 

Dalgotty saw himself under the necessity of following the limt, 
though the hour was early; but, like a skilful general, lie availed 
himself of every instant of delay which circumstances permitted. 

Trusting to your honourable parole,” said he, filling his enp, “I 
idrink to you,.Sir Duncan, and to the continuance of your honourable 
house." A sigh from Hir Duncan was the only reply.—^“Also, 
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nwdatn,” saM the soldier, replenishing the qusigh vith all possible 
deepatcli, "i drink to jronr hononrkMe faeidtb, and fijMhnent of aU 
yonr virtuous desires-.-and, rererend sir, (not for^tting to fit the 
action to the words,) “ IM this cup to the drownhig of all unkind* 
ness betwixt you and Oaptaip I>algetiy--I should say M^or-*4md, 
in respect the flagon dontams but one cup more, 1 drink to the 
health of all lionourahle cavaliers and brave soldados—and, toe flask 
being empty, I am ready. Sir Duncan, to attend yonr ihnctionaty or 
sentmel to my place of private repose.” 

lie received a formal permission to retire, and an assurance, that 
ns the wine seemed to be to his taste, another measure of toe saou 
vintagenslioJild attend Mm presently, in onler to soothe the homrs 
his solitude. ' 

Ko sooner hiid the Cfydain reached the apartment than iMt 
promise was ftilfiUed; an^in a short time afterwards, the added 
comforts of a pasty of re<^^r venison rendered him very tolmnnt 
ioth of confinement and want of society. The same domestic!, 
a Esn't of chamberlain, who placed this good cheer in his apartmesis 
delivered to Dalgetty a packet, seaJea and tied up with a silkm 
thread, according to toe custom of toe time, addressed with many 
forms of respect to toe High and Mighte Prince, Ardiibald, Marqiw 
of Argyle, Lord cf Lome, and so forth. The chamberlaiB at 
the same time apprized the llitt-inaster, that be must take honm at 
an early hour for Inverary, where the packet of Sir Duncan would 
he at once his introduction and his passport. Not forgetting that it, 
was his object to collect information as well as to act as an envoy, 
.and desirous, for his own sakej to ascertain Sir Duncan’s reasons for 
sending him onward without his personal Mtendance, the Bitt-maatpr 
inquired at the domestic, with all toe precautkm that Ms experimtee 
suggested, what were tiic reasons which detained Sir Dunoan at 
home on the succeeding day. The mwi, who was from toe Lowlands, 
replied, “that it was the habit of Sir Duncan and Ms lady to observe 
as a day of solemn fast and humiliation the anniversarv on which 
tocir castle had been taken M surprise, and tlmir children, to the 
number of four, destrOTed craoDy by a band of Highland freebootenr 
during Sir Duncan’s absence upon an expeiUtioa which the Marqnis 
of Argyle liad undertaken agauist the Macleans of toe Isle of MnlL" 
“’rnily,” said the soldier, “your lord and lady have some cause for 
fast and" hntoilialion. Ncvcrtiieless, I will ventui-e to woBounoe, 
that if he had taken the advice of anv experienced soldSer„)iaving 
skill in the practiquos of defending places «)f advantage, he would 
liave built a sconce upem the smaB hill which is to the left of toe 
draw-brigg. And this I can easily prove to you, mine honest friend: 
for, holding toat pasty to be the castle—What’s your name, friend?” 
“Loriiner, sir,’^ replied the man. 

“Hero is to your health,honest Lorimer.—I say,Lorimer—holdiM 
that pasty to ms the main body or citadel of the place to be defended, 
and taking the marrow-bone for the sconce to he erected— 

“I am sorry, sir,” said Lorimer, interrupting him, 
stay to hear the rest of your demonstration; out toe w2a jge- 
sently ring. As worthy Mr Graneangowl, toe 991*. 
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^ilutplrin, doe« fninUy worAbin, and oiily seven of oar household out 
sixty persons nndi^atand Iho Scotti^ toiiffue, it woiUd Tnisbeconie 
my one ctf them to be absent, and greatly prejudice me in the 
Qinnion of my lady. There are pipes and tobacco, sir, if you please 
to drink a vrhiff or smoke, ai^ ii you want anyUiing eke, it shall bo 
Ibrthooming two hours hence, when prayers are over." So saying, 
1» left the apartment. 

No sooner was ho gone, than toe heavy toll of too castlo-bell 
summoned its inhabitants together; and was answered by the, shrill 
d^our of the females, mixed witli toe deeper tones of the men, as, 
tatting Earse at the top of their throats, they hurried from diflerent 
quarters by a long but narrow gallery, whidi served as a conimmii- 
codon to many rooms, and, amonff others, to that in which Cai)tain 
Ddgetty was stationed. There toey go as if they were beating 
to toe roll-call, thought tlie soldier to hfimself; if they all attend the 
parade, 1 will look out, take a moutliful of fresh air, and make mine 
own obserratious on the practicabilities of this place. . 

Accordingly, when all was quiet, he opened his chamber-door, .and 
prepared to leave it, when he saw his friend with the axe advancing 
towards him from toe distant end of the gallery, half whistling half 
humming a Gaelic tune. To have shewn any want of confidence, 
would have been at once impolitic^ and unbecoming his military 
character; so the Captain, putting toe best fiUiC uijon his situation 
he could, whistled a Swedito retreat, in a tone still louder than the 
notes of his sentinel; and retreating pace by pace, with an air of in¬ 
difference, as if his only purpose had been to breathe a little frodi 
air, he shut toe door m the face of his guai-d, when the fellow had 
approached within a few paces of him. 

It is very well, thought the Eitt-moster to himself; be annuls my 
parole by putting guards upon me, foi*, as we used to s,ay at Mave- 
scbal College, jftiiis et Ji-diicia aunt reJativn;^ and if he docs not 
trust my word, I do not see how I am bound to keep it, if any 
motive should occur for my desiring to depart from it. Surely the 
moral obligation of the parole is*relaxcd, in ns far as physienl 
force is substituted instead thereof. 

Thus comforting himself in the metaphvsioal immunities whieli lie 
deduced from Jim vigilance of Ms sentinel, llitt-master I>nlgctty 
retired to Ms apartment, where, amid the theoretical calculations <if 
tactics, and the occasional more practical attacks on the flask and 

• The military men of the times agreed anon dciienitciiclcs of honour, as they cell&I 
them, with all tlie metaphysical argumentation of civilians, or scliool divines. 

Ihe English oflSoer, to whom Sir James Tumor was prisoner after the rout at I't- 
toxeter. demanded hU parole of honour not to go Ixyond the walls of Hull wlllmtit 
liberty. “He brought mo the message himself,—I told hlmlwus ready to do so, provided 
be removed his guards from mo, tovfidcs elfldueia sunl relativa; and, Ifhe took iny 
word for my fidelity, he was obliged to trust It, otherwise, It was needless for lilm to seek 
tk and in vain for me to give It; and thcrcibro I bcscoclied him cither to give trust to 
my word, which I would not break, or his otvn gtianls.whol supposed would iiotdeeidvo 
bm>. In this manner I dealt wlfh him, because I knew him to be a scholar.”—Twocr’a 
jlfemoirt, p. sa The English officer allowed the strength ofthe reasoning ; hut that con- 
- Sfujui^ncr,Cromwell, soon put an end to the dllomraa: “.Sir James Turner must elvo 
3 or be laid In irons." 
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K , he consumed the evehinff untfl iit was time lo tfo to lepose. 

j'as summoned hy Lorimer at break of daj^, who gave him 
to understand, that, when he hod broken his fast, for whim ho pro¬ 
duced ample materials, his ^de and horse were m, attendance for 
his journey to Inverary. After complying: with Ihe hospitadde hint 
of the chamberlain, the soldier woceeded to take horse. In passiug 
through the apartments, he ^erved that domesMi^ iwe busi0 
emplf)yed in hanging th«|. gi’eat hall with black cloth, j^wremony 
which, he said, he Imd seen practised when the immortal Gustavus 
Adolphus lay in state in the Castle of Wolgast, and which, therefore, 
he opined, was a testimonial of the strictest and de^st mourning- 
When Dalgetty mounted his steed, he found himself attended or; 
perliaps guarded, by foe or six Gampbells, well amied, commanded • 
hy one, wiOj from tlio target at his shoulder, and the short cock?s 
feather in his bonnet, as well as from the state which he took upon 
liimself, claimed the rank of a Dunniewassel, or elansrasm of superior 
rank; and indeed, fi’om his dignity of deportment, canid not stand 
in a more distant degree of rektionsliip to Sir Duncan, than that of 
teiiih or twelfth cousin at farthest. But it waa impossible to extract 
positive infonnation on this or any otlier subject, inasmuch as neither 
this commander nor any of his party spoke English. The Captain 
rode, and his military attendants walkea; but such was their activity, 
and so numerous the impediments which the nature of the road 
presented to the equestrian mode of travelling, that far from being 
retarded by the slowness of their pace, his difficulty was rather 
ill keeping up with his guides. He observed that they oceasioiuilly 
watched him witli a sharp eye, as if they were jealous of some effort 
to escape; and once, ns he lingered heliind at crossing a brook, one 
of tjie gillies began to blow the match of his piece, giving him 
to understand that ho wouldxun some risk in case of an attempt to 
part company. Dnlgetty did not augur much good from the close 
watch thus maiiitaiiicd upon his person; hut there was no remedy, 
for an attempt to escape from his attendants in an impervious anil 
nnknowii country, would have been little short of iiisanify. He 
therefore plodded patiently on through a waste and savage wilderness, 
treading paths which were only known to the slicpliords and cattle- 
drivers, and passing with much more of discomfort tlian satisfaction 
many of those sublime combinations of mountainous sconeiy which 
now draw visitors IVom every comer of England, to feast their eyes 
upon Jiighlaiid grandeur, aiid mortify their palates upon Highland 
faro. 

At length they nirived on the southern verge of that’ noble lake 
upon which Livcrai^ is situated; and a bugle, which the Duiinie- 
wasscl winded till rock and greenwood rang, served as a signal to a 
well-mantied galley, wliich, storting from a creek where it lay con¬ 
cealed, received the party on board, including Gustavus; which 
sagacious quadruped, an expcrieiieed traveller botli by water and 
laud, walked in and out of the boat with the discretion of a Christian. 

Embarked on the bosom of Loch Fine, Captain Daigettv might 
have admired one of the grandest scenes which nature affords. He 
might have noticed the rival rivere Aray and Shu’ay, which pay tribute 
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to ^ lakoj each fesuuig from its own dark anji wilKwiad refreat. He 
' mig'ht havo nuu'ked, on the soft and gentle slope thi^ ascends from 
the shores, the noWe old <5othic castle, with its varied; outline, em¬ 
battled walls, towers, and outer and inner courts, wliieh, so fur jw the 
picturesque is concerned, presented an aspect much more striking 
than the present massive aud unifonu mansion. He might liave 
admired tliose dark woods winch for many a mile surrounded this 
strong aud princely dwelling, and his eye might have dwelt on the 
picturesque peak of Duniquoich, starting abruptly from Uie lake, aud 
raising- its scathed brow into the mists of middle sky, whUe a solitary 
watch-tower, perched on its top like an eagle’s nest, gave dignity to 
the scene by awakojiing a sense of possible danger. All these, and 
eveiT other accompaniment of tliis noble scene, Captain Dalgetty 
might have mar-ked, if ho had been so minded. But, to confess the 
ti-uth, the gallant Captain, who had eaten nothing since daybreak, 
was chiefly interested by the smoko which ascended from the castle 
chimneys, and the expectations which this seemed to warrant of his 
encountering an abundant stock of provant, arte was wont to call 
supplies of tins nature. 

The boat soon aiiproacbed the rugged pier, whidi abutted into tlic 
loch from the little town of Inverary, tlien a rude assemblage of huts, 
with a very few stone mansions interspersed, stretching upwards from 
the hanks of Loch Fine to the principal gate of the ca.stle, before 
will ell a scene presented itself that might easily have quelled a less 
stout heart, and turned a more delicate stomach, than those of Ritt- 
mastcr Dugald Dalgetty, titular of Di;umthwacket. 


CHAPTER XII. 

Kor closo deigns Anit crookotl cuniist'Is tit, 

SagacJou8« boM« luid turbuU-iit of wit, 

K^sUcsb, Hntlx'd in princii^c imd pinco, 

111 power unplcRsod, impatient In iHsgraco. 

Abaal(yrn and AdtUopheJ. 

Tills village of Inverary, now a neat country town, then partook <.f ‘ 
the rudeness of the sevemeenth century, in the miserable aiqieanuiec 
of the liouscs, and the irregiilarity of the unpaved street. But a 
stronger and more temble characteristic of the period ajqiearcd in 
the miaiket-place, which was a space of irregular width, half-way be¬ 
twixt the liM-bour, or pier, and the frowning castlc-galc, wliich termi¬ 
nated with its gloomy archway, portcullis, and flankers, the upjicr end 
of the vista. Midway this s])ace was erected a rude gibbet, on which 
hung five dead bodies, two of which from their dress seemed to have 
been Lowlandcrs, and the other tlu-ee corjisoa were inutHcd in their 
Highland plaids. Two or three women sate under the gallows, who 
seemed to be mouniing, and singing tlie coronach of the deceased in 
a low voice. But the spectacle was apparently of too ordinary occur¬ 
rence to havo much interest for tho inlmbitants at large, who, while 
they tlironged to look at the militaiy fignre, the horse of an unusual 
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tm, »ti(l tlic Tjurnfehed pao^sply of Oaptain Dt^getiy^ scorned to bestow 
no attentirtu wbaterer on tlia piteous spectade wfiich their own n»av- 
kct-plaee afforded. 

The envoy of Montrose was not quite so mdiflf«'ent; and, bearing 
a word or two of Euglisli escape from a Iligldander of decent appear¬ 
ance, he immediate^ halted Gustavus and addressed him. “Tlw 
Provost-Marshal has been busy here, my frmnd. Mayl crave (rf you 
what these delinquents have been justified for ?" 

He looked towards the gibbet as he spoke; and the Gael, oompre- 
hending Ms meaning rather by his action than his words, immedhrtely 
replied, “ Three gentlemen caterans,—God sain tliem” (crossing 
himself )—“ twa n^setiach bits o’ bodies, that wadna do something 
that M'Callum More bade themand turning from Dnlgetty with 
mi air of indifferciie& away he walked, staying no farther question. 

Dalgetty shrugged his shoulders ami proceeded, for Sir Duncan 
Caiu]>bell’s tenth or twelfth cousin had already shewn soipe signs of 
impatience. 

At the gate, of the castle another terrible spectacle of feudal power 
awaited him. Within a stockade or palisado, which seemed lately to 
have been added to the defences of the gate, and which wfts jirotected 
by two pieces of light artillery, was a small enclosure, where stood a 
huge block, on which lay an axe. Botli were smeared with recent 
blood, and a quan tity of saw-dust strewed around, partly retaiued and 
partly obliterated the marks of a veij late ozccutiou. 

As Dalgetty looked ou this new object of ten-or,his prineip.al guide 
suddenly twitched him by the skirt of his jerkin, and having thus at¬ 
tract od his attention, winked ami pointed with his finger to a pole 
fixed on the stockade, which supported a human head, being timt, 
doubtless, of the late sufferer. There was a leer on the lliglilander’s 
fiice, a.s lie. pointed to this ghastly spectacle, wliich seemed to Ills fel¬ 
low-traveller ominous of nothing good. 

Dalgetty dismounled from his horse at the gateway, and Gustavus 
was taken from him without his being permitted to attend him to the 
stable, according to his e.ustom. 

This gave the soldier a pang wMcdi tlic apparatus of death liad not 
conveYcd.—“Poor Gustavus!” said he to himself, “if any thing but 
good iiappens to me, I had better ha,ve left himatDaniliiivarach than 
iirougiit him here among these llighlaml salvages, who scarce know 
the head of a horse from his tail. Hut duty must ])art a man from 
his nearest and dearest— 

“When tlio cannons are roaring, lads', and tlic coloui’S arc flying. 

The latls tliat seek honour must never fear dying; 

3 'iion stout cavaliers, lot us toll our hrave trade in, 

Aud fight for the Oospcl and the hold King of Swcdoiv” 

Thus silencing his approhension.s with the hut-end of a militanr 
ballad, he followed his guide into a sort of guard-room filled witJi 
armed Highlanders. It was intimated to him that he must remain 
hero until his arrival was communicated to the Marquis. To make 
this commuiuc.atirin the more inteUhiibk', the doughty Captain gave 
to the l.timniowas .cl fjir Ilmicnn Caiui)i>cli',s packet, desii-ing, as well 
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as he could, ^ signs, that it shonld be delivered into tlie Mavqnisli 
own hand, liw guide notlded, and witlidrcw. 

The Captain was left about half-nn-hour in this^ place, to endure 
with indiftcrence, or return with scora, the inquisitive, and, at tlio 
same time, the inimical glances of the armed Gael, to whom his ex¬ 
terior and equipage were as much subject of cariosity, as his person 
and country seemed matter of dislike. All this lie bore with military 
nonchalance, until, at the expiration of the above period, a person 
dressed in black velvet, and wearing a gold clitnn like a modern ma¬ 
gistrate of Edinburgh, but who was, in fact, steward of the household 
to the Marquis of Avgyloj entered the apartment, and invited, with 
solenm gravity, the Captain to follow him to his master’s presence. 

Tlie suite or apartments through which he passed, were filled with 
attendants or visiters of various descriptions, disposed, perhaps, with 
some ostentation, in order to impress the envoy of Montrose with an 
idea of th^suiierior power and maguifioence oelongiiig to the rival 
house of Argyle. One anteroom was filled with lacqueys, aiTayed in 
brown and yellow, the colours of the family, who, ranged in double 
file, gazed In silence upon Captain Dalgetty as he passed betwixt 
their ranks. Another was occupied by Higliland gentlemen and 
chiefs of small bimichca, who wci’c amusing themselves with chess, 
backgammon, and other games, which they scarce intermitted to 
gaze with curiosity upon riie stranger. A third was filled with Low¬ 
land gentlemen and officers, who seemed also in attendance; and, 
lastly, the presencc-cliamber of the Marquis himself shewed him at¬ 
tended by a levee which marked his high importance. 

This apartment, the folding doors of which were opened for the 
reception of Captain I >iilgetty, was a long gallery, decorated wifii 
tapestry and family portraits, and having a vaiiUoa ceiling of open 
wood-work, the extreme projections of the beams being ricMy carved 
and gilded. The gallery was lighted by long lanceolatcd Ootliic 
Gasements, divided by heavy shafts, and filled with painted glass, 
where the sunbeams glimmered dimly through boars’-hcads, and 
galleys, and batons, and swords, armorial bearing.^ of the powerful 
house of Argyle, and emblems of the high hereditary iifficcs of Justi¬ 
ciary of iScotlaiid, and Master of the Koyal Household, which tlioy 
long enjoyed. At the upper end of this magnificent gallery stood 
the Marquis himself, the centre of a splendid circle of Highland and 
Lowland gentlemen, all richly dressed, among wliom were two or 
three of tlie clergy, called in, perhaps, to be witnesses of liis lordship’s 
zeal for the Covenant. 

'The Marquis himself was dressed in the fashion of the period, 
wlimh Vandyke has so often painted; but his habit was sober and 
uniform in colour, and rather rich than gay. His dark complexion, 
furrowed forehead, and downcast look, gave him the appearance of 
one frequently engaged in the consideration of important affairs, and 
who has acquired, by long liabit, an air of gravity and mysteiy, which 
he cannot snake off even where there is nothing to be concealed. The 
cast with his eyes, which had proemud him in the Highkiids the nick¬ 
name of Gillespie Griimach (or the grim) was less perceptible wJion 
he looked downward, which perhaps was one cause of his having 
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ttdoptcd tliat) habit. In pernon, he wne tail and thlOt bUt not -without 
that dijsnity of deportment and manners, which berame Ms high rank. 
Sometning there was cold in his address, and sinister in liis look, 
although he spoke and behaved-with the usual grace of a man of such 
quality. He was adored by his own clan, whose advancement he had 
c reatly studied, although fie was in proportion disliked by the High¬ 
landers of other septs, somd" of whom he had already stripped pf their 
possessions, while others conceived themselves in danger from his 
iutnre schemes, and ail dreaded the height to wMch he wa.s eleyitod. 

We have alrca^ noticed, that in displaying himself amidst his 
counoiilors, his oincers of the household, and Ms train of vassals^ 
allies, and dependents, the Marquis of Arg^e probabh wished to 
make an impression on the nervous system of Captain Dugald Dol- 
getly. But that doughty person had fought his way^ in one depart¬ 
ment or another^ through the greater part of the Thirty Years’war 
ill Germany,a period when a brave and .successful soldier w-as a com¬ 
panion for princes. The King of Sweden, and, after Ms exampl?, 
even the haughty Princes of the Empire, had found themselves faiii, 
frcnucntly, to compound with their dignity, and silence, when they 
could not satisfy, the pecuniary claims of their soldiers, by admitting 
them to unusual privileges and familiarity. Captain Dugald DM- 
getty had it to boast, that he had sate with princes at feasts made for 
monarchs, and therefore was not a pei-son to he brow-beat even by 
flic dignity which siuTonuded M'Ctdlum More. Indeed he was na¬ 
turally by no means the most modest man in the world, but, on the 
contrary, had so good an opinion of himself, thivt into whatever com- 
]iany he' chanced to be thrown, he was always proportionally elev.ated 
ni Ms own conceit; so tliat he felt as much at ease in the nmst exalted 
society as among his omi ordinary companions. In this high opinion 
of his own rank, he was greatly fortified by his ideas of the military 
profession, which, in his plu-ase, made a valiant cavalier a camarado 
to an emperor. ^ i 

When introduced, therefore, into the Marquis’s presence-chamber, 
he advanced to the upper end with an air of more confidence than 
grace, and would have gone close upto Argjlc’s person before speak¬ 
ing, had not tlie latter waved his hand, ns a signal to him to stop 
’.'■hort. Captain ].)alg'elty did so accordingly, and having made his 
iiiilitaiy congee with easy confidence, he tlias accosted the Mai-quis; 
“ tlive you good-morrow, ray lord—or rather I should say, good-even; 
Ik'so n. mted los manos, a.s the Spaniard says.” 

Wlio are you, sir, and what is your business?” demanded tlie 
Marquis, in atone wMch was intended to iutcn'upt the oiffensive fami¬ 
liarity of the .soldier. 

“ That is a fair interrogative, my lord,” aus-s'crcd Ifalgetty, “ which 
I shall forthwith answer as becomes n- cavalier, and that peremjjtone, 
a'-', -we used to say at Marc.schal College.” 

“ fSeo who or what ho is,_ Neal,” said the M.arquis stcruly, to a 
gentleman who .stood ne.ar him. . . . „ 

“ I will save the limiourahlc gcntlomau the hthonr of investigation, 
continued the Captain. “ 1 am Dug.'ild Dalgetty, of Druinthwacket, 
that should he, late Ilitt-mastcr hi various scniccs, and now Major 
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of I M^entof W I am com^ 

with a flag or trace from a high and powerfnl lord* James Earl of 
Montros^ and other noble totsoub now in arms for his Msyesty. 
And 80 , God sate King OharJes! ” 

“ Do you know where you are, and the danger of dallying with us, 
sir,** again demanded the Marquis, “that you reply to me as if I were 
a child or a fool? The Earl of Montrose is with the English malig- 
nants: and I suspect you are one of those Irfch runagates, who are 
comeinto this country to burn and slay, as they did under SirPhelim 
O’Neale.'’ 

“ My lord," replied Captain Dalgetty, “lam no renegade, though 
a Major of Wshes, for which I might refer your lordship to the in¬ 
vincible Gustavus Adolphus the Lion of the North, to ilannier, to 
Oxenstiern,^to the warlike Duke of Saxe-Weimar, Tilly, Widlenstoin, 
Piceolomini, and other great captains, both dead and living; and 
touching the noble Earl m Montrose, I pray your lordship to peruse 
tnese my full powers for treating with you in the name of that right 
honourable commander.” 

The Marquis looked slightingly at the signed and sealed paper 
which Captain Dalgetty handed to him, and, throwing it with con¬ 
tempt upon a table, asked those around him what he deserved who 
came as the avowed envoy and agent of malignant traitors, in arms 
against the state ? 

“A high gallows and a short shrift," was the ready answer of one 
of tlie bystanders. 

“ I will crave of that honourable cavalier who hath last spoken,” 
said Dalgetty, “ to he less hasty in forming his conclusions, and also 
of your lordship to be eauteloiis in adopting tlie same< in respect 
such threats arc to be held out only to base bisognos, and not to men 
of spirit and action, who are bound to peril them.selves ns freely in 
services of this nature, as upon sieges, battles, or onslauglits of'any 
sort. And albeit I have not with me a trumpet, or a wnite flag, in 
respect our army is not yet equipped with its full appointments, yet 
the honourable cavaliers and your lordship must concede unto ihe, 
that the sanctity of an envoy who comclh on matter of truce or parley, 
consisteth not in the fanfare of a trumpet, whilk is but a sound, or hi 
the flap of a white flag, whilk is but an old rag in itselfj hut in the' 
confidence reposed by the party sending, and the party sent, in the 
honour of those to whom the message is to be earned, ‘and their full 
reliance that they will respect the jns gentium, as wcel as.tlie hnv of 
arms, in the person of the commissionate.” 

“ Yon are not come hither to lecture us upon the law of arms, sir,” 
said the Marquis, “ which neither does nor can apply to rebels afid 
insurgents; but to snfler the penalty of your insolence and folly for 
bringing a traitorous message to the Lord Justice-Genci-al of 
Scouand, whose duty calls upon him to punish such an offence witli 
death.” 

“ Gentlemen,” said the Captain, who began much to dislike the 
tijffl which his mission seemed about to take, “ I iiray you to rcmoin- 
M^hat the Earl of Montrose will hold you and your possessions 
fe for whatever injury my person, or my hoi'se, shall snstiiin hv 
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Biese unseemly proceedings^lUid that he will he jns^d iti cxecntinif 
retributire Tengeance on yoaf persona imd possessions." 

This menace was received with a scomfiil laugh, while <mc of the 
Campbells replied, “ It is a fer to Lochow s” a proverbial expres¬ 
sion of the tnb& meani^ that their ancient hereoitary domains lay 
neyond the reach of an invading enemy. “ Bu^ gcntlemmi," farther 
urged the iinfortonate Captain, who was unwiBing to be condemned 
without at least the benefit of a fall hearing, “ although It is not for 
me to say how far it may be to Lochow, in respect I am a stmnger 
to these parts, ’yet, wha* is more to the purpose, i trust you will 
admit that I have the guarantee of an honourable gentleman of your 
own name. Sir Duncan Campbell of Ardenvohr, fbr my safety on this 
mission j and I pray you to observe, that in breaking the tiiice to¬ 
wards me, you will highly prejudicate his honour and fair fame.” 

This seemed to lie new information to many of the genflcraen, for 
they spoke aside with each other, and the Mariiuis’s face, notwith¬ 
standing his power of suppressing all external signs of his passions, 
showed impatience and vexation. 

“ Docs Sir Duncan of Ardenvohr pledge his honour for this per¬ 
son’s safety, my lord?” said one of the company, addiessing the 
Marquis. 

“I do not believe it,” answered the Marquis; “but I li.wo not yet 
had time to read his letter.” 

Wc will pray your lordship to do so,” said another of iho tJanip- 
bells; “our name must not suffer discredit through the incaii'! of 
such a fellow as this.” 

“A dead ily,” said a clergyman, “makoth the oiiiiiiicnt of the 
apothecary to stink.” 

*• Jleverciid sii',” .said Captain Dalgelty, “ iu respect of the use to 
be derived, I forgive you the unsavouriness of yoUr couipnrison; and . 
also remit to the geutlemaii in the red bonnet, the diaparagiiig 
epithet ol'fellow wliieli he has di.scourteously applied to me, who am 
no Avay to be distinguished by the same, unless iu so far as I have 
been called fellow-soldier by the great Gustavus Adolphus, the Lion 
of the North, and other choice commanders, both in Germany and 
the Low Countries. But, touching SirDtuieau CumpbcU's guarantee 
"W my safety, I will gage my life upon his making my words good 
thereanoiit, when ho comes hither to-morrow.” 

“ If Sir Duncan be soon ejected, my lord,” said one of the in¬ 
tercessors, “it would be a pity to anticipate matters with this poor 
man.” 

“Besides that,” said another, “your lordship—1 speak with reve¬ 
rence—should, at least, consult the Knight of Ardeiivolir's letter, and 
Icam the terms on which this Major Dalgetty, as he calls himseli; 
has been sent hither by him.” 

They closed around .tlic Marquis, and conversed together iu a low 
tone, both in Gaelic and English. The patriarclial power of the Chiefs 
was veiy great, and that of the Marquis of Ar^le, armed with all 
his grants of hereditary jurisdiction, was particularly absolute. But 
there interferes some Aeck of one kind or other even in the most 
despotic government. That which mitigated the power of the Ccltifl 
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Cliiefa, wan the necessity Avliich tiicy lay under of conciliating the 
Idnsnicn, who, under them, led out the_ lower orders to battle, and 
who formed a sort of .council of. the tribe in time of pence. The 
Marquis on this occasion thought himself under the necessity of 
attending to tlie remonstrances of tliis senate, or more properly 
Coiiroultai, of the name of CampheU, and, slipping out of the circle, 
gave orders for the prisoner to be removed to a pla^ of security. 

“ Piisoner!” exclaimed Dalgetty, exerting himself with such force 
as well-nigh to sliake oif two Ilighlanders, who for some minutc.s 
past had waited.the signal to seize him, and kept for that purpose 
close at his back. Indeed tlie soldier had so nearly attaxued his 
liberty, that the Marquis of Argyle changed colour, and stepped 
back two paces, laying, however, his hand on his sword, while several 
of his clan, with ready devotion, threw themselves betwixt him and 
the apprehended vengeance of the prisoner. But the Highland 
guards were too stroim to be shaken off, and the unlucky Captain, 
after having had his offensive weapons taken from him, was dragged 
off and conducted through several gloomy passages to a small side- 
door grated with iron, ■vrithiu which was another of wood. TJicse 
were opened hy a grim old Highlander with a long white heard, and 
ilispl^ed a very steep and narrow flight of steps lending downward. 
Tiic Captain’s guards pushed him down two or three steps, then, 
unloosing liis arras, left him to gi'ope his way to the bottom as lie 
could; a task which became difficult and even dangerous, wlien 
the two doors being successively locked left the prisoner in total 
darkness. 


CHAPTER XHI. 

WliRtcTcr atri^nfifor vittUs hoiCt 
Wc pity his sail ctee, 

Uiilftss to worship he tlmw near 
1'iic KIncr orKiti^s-—his (imee. 

Bujt.\s’s Hpiffram on a Vxsit to J7ivcrari'. 

The Captain, finding liiinself deprived of light in the inamier w:' 
have described, and phmed in a very mieertain situation, jiroeoedcd 
to descend the narrow and broken stair rvitli all the caution in his 
power, hoping that he might find at the bottom some place to nqiose 
liimself. But with all his care he could not finally avoid mnkiii,g a 
false step, wlilch brouglit him down the fom' or five last steps too 
haslily to preserve his equilibrium. At the bottom he stumbled over 
abiiudle of aomelliing soft., whidi stirred and uttered a groan, so 
deranging the Captaon’s descent, that he floundered forward, and 
finally fell upon his hands and knees on tlie floor of a damp and 
stone-paved dungeon. 

When Dalgetty had rccovei’cd, his fu st demand was to know over 
whom lie had stumbled. 

“He was a luau a mouUi since,” aaswered a hollow and broken 
voice. 
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“ And wlint is lie now, then,” said Dalgretty, “ that he thinks it 
flttinff to lie upon the lowest step of the staii's, and cleVd up like a 
liurcliiu, that honourable cavaliers, who chance to be in trouble, may 
break their noses over him ?” 

“What is he now?” replied the same voice; “he is a wretched 
trunk, from which the boughs have <Mie by ohe been lopjped away, 
and which cai'es little how soon it is torn up and hewed into billets 
for the funiacc.” 

“Friend,”said Dalgett}', “Iain son-y for, you; but jpa^icara,as 
the Spaniard says. It you had but been as quiet as a log, as yon call 
yourself, I should have saved some excoriations on my hands and 
knees.” 

“ You are a soldier,” replied his fellow-prisoner; “ do you complain 
on account of a fall for which a boy would not bemoan himself?” 

“A soldier?” said the Captain; “and how do you know, in this 
cursed dark cavern, that 1 am a soldier ?” 

“ I beard your armour clash as you fell,” replied the prisoner 
“ and now I see it glimmer. When you have remained as long as I 
in this darkness, your eyes will distinguish the smallest eft that crawls 
on tlie floor.” 

“Ihad rather the devil ])iekcd them out!” said Dalgctty; “if 
this be the case, I shall wish for a short turn of the rope, a soldier’s 
prayer, and a leap from a ladder. But what sort of provant have 
yon got here—^what food, 1 mean, brother in affliction ?” 

“ Broad and water once a-daj',” replied the voice. 

“ Prithee, friend, let me taste your loafV’ said Dalgetfy; “I hope 
Ave shall play good comrades wliilc wc dwell together in tliis abomi- 
iiiihle pit.” "* 

“ Tlie loaf and jar of water,” answered the other prisoner, “ .stand 
in tlie corner, two steps to your right hand. Take them, and wel¬ 
come. With earthly food I have W'ell nigh done.” 

Diilgctty did not wait for a second invitation, but, groping out 
the iinivis'ions, began to munch at the stale black oaten lout with 
as much licartinoss as we have seen him play his part at better 
V iands. 

“ This bread,” he said, muttering, (with his mouth full at the same 
time,) •• is not very savoury; nevertheless, it is not much worse than 
that which we ate at the iaraous leaguer at Werhen, where the va¬ 
lorous Gustavus foiled all the efforts of the celebrated Tilly, that ter¬ 
rible old hero, who Intd driven two kings out of the fleld—namely, 
i’erdinand of Bohemia and Christian of Denmark. And anent tins 
water, which is none of the most sweet, I drink in the same to your 
speedy deliverance, eoraradoj not forgetring mine own, and devoutly 
wishing it wore Rhenish wine, or humming Lubcck beer, at the 
least, were it bnt in honour of the pledge.” 

Wliile Dalgetty ran on in this way, nis teeth k^t time with his 
tongue, and ne speedily finished the prorisions which the benevo¬ 
lence or indifference of nis companion in misfortune had abandoMd 
to his voracity. When this task was accomplished, he wrapped him¬ 
self in his cloak, and seating himself in a comer of the dungeon in 
which he could obtahi a support on each side, (for he had always 
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boon an admirer oiP elbow-cbairs, he remarked, even from Ms youth, 
upwai d,) ho began to'^tiestion his fellow-captive. 

“ Mine honest frieni” said he, “ you and i, being comrades at bed 
and board, shoidd be better acMuamted. 1 am Dagald Dslgetty of 
Drumthwaeket, and so forth, Major in a regiment of Eoyal Irishes, 
and Envoy Extraordinary of a High and Mighty Lord, James Eaid 
of Monti-oso Pray, what may your name be ?" 

“ It will avail you little to know,” replied Ms more taciturn com¬ 
panion. . 

“ Let rad judge of that matter," answered llio soldier. 

“ Well, then—RanaW MacEagh iS my name—that is, Ranald Son 
of the iSst.” " 

“ Son of the Misti" ejaculated Daigetty. “ Son of utter dark¬ 
ness, say I. But, RAuald, since that is your name, how came you in 
possession of the provost’s court of guard ? wliat the devil brought 
you here, tliat is to say ? ” 

“ My misfortunes and my crimes," answ'cvcd Ranald. “ Know ye 
the Knight of Ardenvohr ?" 

“ 1 do know that honourable person,” replied Daigetty. 

“ But know ye where he now is ?’ replied Ranald. 

“ Fasting this day at Ardenvohr” answered the Envoy. « that he 
may feast to-morrow at Inveraiw; in which last purpose if he chance 
to fail, my lease of human senrfee will bo something precarious.” 

“ Theiriet him know, one claims his intercession, who is his wer t 
foe and his best friend,” answered Ranald. 

“ Truly I shall desire to carry a less questionable message,” nn- 
sweredJJalgetty. “ Sir Duncan is not a person to play at reading 
riddles with.” 

“ Craven Saxon,” said the prisoner, “ tell him I am the raven t)i;i(. 
tifteeii years since, stooped on bis tower of strength and the pledges 
he had left there—I aqi the hnliter that found out the wolf's den on 
the rock, and destroyed his offspring—I am the leader of the band 
which surprised Ardenvohr yesterday was fifteen years, and gave his 
four cMldren to the sword.” 

“ Truly, my honest friend," said Daigetty, “ if that is your best 
recommendation to Sir.Duncan's favour,! would pretermit my plead- ^ 
ing thereupon, in respect I Iwve observed that even the animal cnat-" 
tion are incensed agamst those who intromit with their offspring for¬ 
cibly, much more any rational and Christian creatures, who hare had 
violence done upon their small family. But I pray you in courtesy 
to tell me, whether you assaUed the castle from the hillock calh'il 
Drmnsnab, whilk I uphold to bo the frue iioint of attack, unless it 
were to bo protected by a sconce." 

“ We ascended the eliff by ladders of withies or saplings,” said tlic 
prisoner^ “drawn up by an accomplice and clausraau, who 
served six mouths in tlie castle to enjoy that one night of unlimited 
TeMcanee. The owl whooped around us as we hung betwixt heaven 
andearth; the tide roared against the foot of the rock, and dashed 
sunder our skiff, yet no man’s heart failed Mm. Li the morning 
acre was blood and ashes, where there had been peace and joy at 
jie sunset." 
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“ It waa a pretty camisado, I doubt not, Banald MacBagh, a veiy 
sufficient onslaugnt, and not unworthily distdferged. Nevertheless, 
I would have pressed the house from that little liillock called 
Ih’uinsnah. But yotu’s is a pretty irregular Scythian fashion of 
warfare, llanald, much resembluig that of Turks, Tartars, and 
other Asiatic people,-^But the reason, my friend, the cau.se of 
this war—the teterrhna musa, ns I may say? Deliver mo that, 
Ranald.” 

“ We had been pushed at by the M'Aulays, and other western 
tribes,” said Ranald, “ till oiur possessions became unsafe for ns.” 

“Ah, ha!” said Dalgetty; I have faint remembrance of having 
heard of that matter. Did you not put bread and cheese into a 
man’s moutli, when he had never a stomach whercunto to transmit 
the same ?” 

“ You have heard, then,” said Ranald, “ the tale of our revenge on 
the haughty Forester ? ” ' 

“ I bethink me that I have,” said Dalgetty, “ mid that not of an 
old date. It was a merry jest that, of cramming the bread into the 
dead man’s mouth, but somewliat too wild and salvage for civilized 
aecejitation, besides wasting the good victuals. I have seen when 
at a siege or a leaguer, Ranald, a living soldier would have been the 
bettor, llanald, for that crust of bread, whilk you threw away on a 
dead pow.” 

“ we were attacked by Sir Duncan,” continued MacEagh, “ and 
my brother was slain—his head was withering on the battlements 
wfiicli we scaled—vowed revenge, and it is a vow I have never 
broken.” 

“ It may be so,” said Dalgetty; “ and evoiy thorough-bred soldier 
will confess that revenge is a sweet morsel ; but in wbat manner this 
story will interest Sir Duncan in y«ar justification, unless it should 
tiiove him to intercede with the Marquis to change the manner 
thereof from hanging, or simple suspension, to,hreaking your limbs 
on the rone or wheel, with the coulter of a plough, or otherwise put¬ 
ting you to death by torture, suroasses my coi^rehcnsion. Were I 
you, llanald, I would be for misTcenning Sir Duncan, keeping my 
awn secret, and departing quietly by suttocation, like your ancestors 
before you.” 

“ Yet hcai’ken, stranger,” said the Highlander. “ Sir Duncan of 
Ardenvohr had four childi'en. Tlirce died under our dir]i;8, but the 
fourth sun’ives: and more would he give to dandle on his knee the 
fourth child which remains, than to rack tliese old bones, which care 
little for the utmost indul^nce of his wrath. One word, if I list to 
speak it, could turn his day of humiliation and fasting into a day of 
tuiinkfulness and rejoicing, and breakiiig of bread. 0,1 know it by 
iny own heart! Dearer to me is the child Kenneth, who chaseth the 
butterfly on the banks of the Avon, than ten sons who afe moulder¬ 
ing in earth, or arc preyed on by the fowls of the air.” 

“ I presume, Ranald,” continued Dalgetty, “ that the three pretty 
fellows whom I saw yonder in the market-place, strung up by the 
head like rizzered haddocks, claimed some interest in you.’ 

There was a brief pause ere the Highlander replied, in a tone ct 



84 


T^ES OF MY LANDI-OKD. 

strong They were my sons, stranger—were my 

so&sl—blood of isyMooi^bone of my bone!—fleet offoot^uner- 
ling in aim—navanquished by foemen ffll the sons of Diartnid over¬ 
came them by numbers! Why do I wish to sur\flve them ? The oid 
trunk win 1^ fed the rending up of its ropl^ tihan it has felt the 
lopping off of its graoeflil bou^. But Kenh^ must be trained to 
revenge—the young ea^^e must learn thq Old how to stoop on 

his foes. 1 wnl purchase for his sake my Bfe and my freedom, by 
discovering my seoret to the Km'ght of Araenvohr.” 

“You may attain your mjd more casDy,*’ said a third voice, 
mingling in &e conference, “by intrusting it td me.” 

Ail Highlanders are superstitious. “ The Enemy of Mankind is 
among usl” said Banald MacEagh, springing to his feet. His chains 
dattered as he rose, while he drew hims® as far as they permitted 
from the quarter whence the voice appeared to imoceed. His fear 
in some degree communicated itself to (kiptain Ddgettjr, who began 
to repent, in a sort of polyglot gibbeiidi, all the exorcisms he had 
ever heard of, without Being able to remepiber more than a word or 
two of each. 

“ In nomine Domini, as we said at Mareschd College —aaniisdnM 
iiMdre di Dios, as the Spaniard has it —alle guten geister loben dm 

Herrn, saith the blessed Psalmist, in Dr Luther’s translation- ” 

“A truce with your exorcisms,” said the voice they had lieard 
before; “ though I come strangely among you, I am mortid like 
yourselves, ana my assistance may avail you in your present strait, if 
you are not too proud to be counselled.” 

While the stranger thus spoke, he withdrew the shade of a dark 
lantern, by whose feeble light Dalgetty could only discern that the 
sp^er who had thus mysteriously united himself to their company, 
and mixed xn their couversatioj^ was a tall man, dressed in a livei’y 
cloak of the Marquis. His first glance was to his feet, but he saw 
neither the cloven foot which fkiottisli legends assign to the find 
Mum uor the horse’s'hoof by which he is distinguished in Germany, 
tils first mquiTT was, how the stranger had come among theiu. 

if’ creak of these rus^ bars would have been 

heard h^ the door been made patent; and if you passed through 
the keyhole, truly, sir, put what face you will on it, you ai-o not fit tis 
be enrolled m a regiment of living men.” 

“ “y secret," answered the stranger, “ until you slmll 

ment the tecovery by communicating to me some of yours. It may 
be that I shall be moved to let you out where I myself came in.” 

“ It cannot be through the keyhole, then,” said Captain Dalgcltv, 
for my corslet would stick in the passage, were it posriblo that niv 
head-piece imuld get through. As for secrets, I have none of my 
own, and but fw appertaining to others. But impai-t to us what 
secrete you desire to Imqw; or, as Professor Snnmegreek used to 
ttiee^ Mareschal College, Aberdeen, speak that I may know 

you I have first to do,” replied the stranger, turn- 
0“ w’W and wasted features, and tfie limbs of 
xanald MacEagh, who, close drawn up against the 


“It is not with 
ingMs light full 
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waHs of the duu^eon, seemed ]ret uncertaia i^het^ his guest vaa a 
living being. 

“ Ihave brought you someiMng, my friend,” said the sfranger, in 
a more soothing toneu ,“:to mend your fare j if are todie to-mor- 
royr, it is no reason you ^uM not hre tcMi%ht." 

“ None at ad—no reascm in the ereation,” re^ed the ready Cap¬ 
tain Dalgetty, who forthirath began to unpaw the contents of a small 
basket wnicfi the stranger had mrought undear Ids eloak, while the 
Uigldauder, either in suspioibn m: diwain, paid no attention to the 
good cheer. , 

“ Here’s to thee, my friend,” said^^e Obtain, who, having already 
despatched a hiwe piece of roasted kid, Was nosv taking a pull at the 
wine-flask. " what is thy name, ray good friend ? " 

“ Murdoch Campbell, sn-," answered the servant, “ a lackey of the 
Marqiiis of Argyle, and occasfon^y acting as under-warden. 

“ Then here is to th^e once more, Murdoch,” said Dalgetty, 
“ drinking to yon by your proper name for the better luck sake. 
This wine I take to be OalcaveUk Well, honest Murdoch, I take it 
oil me to say, thou deservest to be upper-wai‘den, since thou shewest 
thyself twenty times better acqumuted with the way of victuaHing 
honest gentlemen that arc uimer misfortuiie, than thy principal. 
Bread and water? out upon him! It vvas miough, Murdoch, to 
destroy the credit of the Marquis’s dimgeon. But I see you would 
converse witli my friend^ Ranald MacEagh here. Never mind my 
]iresence; I’ll get me into this comer with the basket, and I will 
waiTant my jaws make noise enough to prevent my ears from hear¬ 
ing you.” 

Notwithstanding this promise, however, the veteran listened with 
nil the attention he could to gathei' %sir discourse, or, as he described 
it himsell^ “ laid his ears back in his neck, like Qustavus, when he 
licard the key turn in the girndl-kist.” He could, therefore, owing 
to the narrowness of. tlie dungeon, easily overhear ther following 
dialogue. 

“ Are you awarcj Son of the Mist,” said the Campbell, “ that you 
will never leave this place, excepting for the gibbet ? ” 

“ Those who are dearest to me,” answered MacEagh, “ have trode 
fliat path before me.” 

“ Then you would do nothing,” asked the visiter, “ to shun follow¬ 
ing them ?” 

The prisoner writhed himself in his chains before returning an 


answer. 

“ I would do much,” at length he said; ” not for my own life, but 
for the sake of the pledge in the glen of Strathaven." 

“ And what would you do to turn away the bitterness of me hour ?’ 
again demanded Murdoch; “ I care not ft® what cause ye mean to 
shun it.” 

“ I would do what a man might d^ and still call himself a man. ’ 

“Do you call yourself a man,” said the interrogator, “who have 
done the deeds of a wolf ? ” 

“ I do,” answered the outlaw; “I am a man like my forefathers— 
while wrapt in the mantle of pc-ice, we were lambs—^it was rent from 





ua, Mid ye now eoll tfti^w^VGS. Give iia the hu(« ye iiave burned, 
out children whom ye Sfive murdered, our widows whom ye have 
starved—colkct from' &e gibbet and the pole the mangled car¬ 
casses and whitened skalhi of our kinstaen-4>id thmn live and bless 
ns, and we will be ybur vassals and brothers—till then, let death, 
and blood, and mutual wrong, draw a dark veil of division between 
ns." ' 

“You will then do nothing for your liberty ?" said the Campbell. 

•t Any thing—but can my^ the friend of yonr tribe," answered 
MacEagh. 

“We seoni the friendship of banditti and eaterans," retorted Mur¬ 
doch, “ and would not stoop to mscept it>—What ,1 demand to know 
from you, iu exchange for yomr liberty, is, where the daughter and 
heiress of the Knight of Ardenvohr is now to be found?” 

“That you may wed her to some bi^garly Idnsmau of your great 
master, ’ said llaUald, “ after the fasliion of the ChUdrmi or Diarmid! 
Hoes not the valley of Glenorgnhy, to this very hour, cry shame on 
tile violence offered to a helpless infant whom her kinsmen were 
conv^ng to the court of the Sovereign? Were not her escort com- 
peUed to hide her beneath a cauldron, round which thw fought till 
not one remained to tell the tale ? and was not the girl brought to 
this fatal castle, and afterwards wedded t5 the brother of M'Callum 
More, aud all for the sake of her broad lands ? ” * 

“And if the tale bo true," said Miudoch, “she had a preferment 
beyond what the King of Scots would have conferred ou her. But 
* j “ L purpose. The daughter of Sir Duncan of 

Ardeiivohr is of our own blood, not a sti’smgev; and who lias so 

^iffht to know her fate as M'Callum More, the chief of her 
clan?” 


^t is ou his part, then, that you demand it ? " said the outlaw. 
Tlie domestic of the Mai-quis assented. 

“ And you will practise no evil against the maiden r—I have done 
nor wrong enough already.” 

“ No evil, upon the word of a Christian man,” replied Murdoch. 

“ And my guei'don is to be life and liberty ? said tile OhUd of the 
Mist. 

“ Sudi is our paction,” replied the Campbell. 

•*■“011 know, tliat the cnil'l whom I saved out of compassion at 
the spoumg of her father’s tower of strength, bred as an adopted 
daughter of our tribe, uutfl we were worsted at the pass of Bafien- 
?ili It!? incarnate and mortal enemy of our tribe, Allan 
M A^ay of the Bloody han^ and by the horsemen of Lennox, under 
the heir of Menteith.”^ 

power of Allan of Oic Bloody hand?” said 
Murdoch,« and she a reputed daughter of thy tribe ? Then her blood 
nas gilded the dirk, ana thou hast said notluug to rescue thine own 
Jorfcifeed life." 

“ If my life rests on hers," answered the outlaw, “ it is secure, for 

t Such n Btoiy Is told of the heiress of the iSan of CaWer, ■who was made prieonor iu 
afterwMds wedded to Slrlniucan Campbell, (romtThhjh 
u^ion the OftiQpbclU of CawOior have l^eir dciiceQt. 



me stiU sumvtii,s: but il luiii it lUore insbcure ibiiauce-^llit! tiail pro- 
IttiBe of tt HOii of liiamld." 

“ That promise shall not fail you,” said thje Campbell, “ if )ou can 
assure me that she survives, and where alie is to be found,” 

“ In the Castle of Danilinrarach,” i^id Ealudd MaoEagh, “ under 
the name of Annot Lyle. 1 have often Itgard of her from my kins- 
nicn, who have again approached their native woodf^ and it is not 
long siuec'mine old eyes beheld her.” 

“ You!” said Mardoch, in aatoaishment, “you, a chief amon^ the 
Children of the Mist, and ventured so near your mortal foe ?” 

“ Son of Diarmid, I did morc^" replied the outlaw j “ I was in 
hall of the casHe, disguised as n harper ftom the wild shores of 
Skianach.. My imrposc was to have plunged toy dirk in tlie body of 
the M'Aulay with the Bloody hand, brfore whom our race trembles, 
and to luivo taken thereafter what fate Ood shoidd send me. But I. 
saw AnUot Lyle, even when my liaud was on the hflt my dagger. 
Bhe touched her clairshaeh^ to a song of the'Cliildren of the Mist, 
which she had -learned when her dwelitog was amongst us. The 
M'oods in which we had dwelt pleasantly, rustled their gicen leaver 
in the song, and our streams wore there with the sonud of all tlieir 
waters. My hand forsook the dagger 5 the fountains of mine eyes 
were opened, and the hour of revenge passed away—And now,'»Bon 
of Diarmid, have 1 not jiaid the ransom of my head ?” 

“ Ay,” replied Murdoch, “ if your talc be tnie; but what proof can 
you assign for it?” 

“ Bear witness, heaven and earth," Cxdaimcd the outlaw, “ he 
already looks how he may step over his woid! ” 

“ Not so,” replied Murdoch; “ every iiroraisc shall be kept to you 

w'ben I am as.sure(l you have told me tne truth_^But 1 must spesik a 

few words with your companion in captivity.” 

“ Pan: and false—ever fair and false,” muttered the prisoner, as he 
threw lumwilf once more on the floor of his dungeon. 

Meanwhile, Captain Dalgctty, who had attended to every word of 
this dialogue, was making his own remarks 011 it in private. “ What 
the kenlcer can this sly fdlow have to say to me ? 1 have no child, 
either of my own, so far as 1 know, or of any other person, tp tell him 
1 i tide about. Bat let him conm on—he will have some mauajuvring 
ere he tuni the flank of the old soWier.” 

Accordingly, as if he had stood pike in hand to defend a breach, 
ho waited with cautibn, but ivithout fear, the commencement of the 
attack. 

“ You are a citizen of the world. Captain Dalgctty,” said Murdoch 
Cam))bcll, “ and cannot be ignorant of our old Scottish ijroverh, 
gif-uaf,^ which goes through ^ nations and all services.” 

“ Then 1 shoidd know something: of it,” said Didgelty; “ for, ex¬ 
cept the Turks, there ai’c few powers in Europe whom 1 have not 
served; and I have sometimes thought of taking a turn cither with 
Betldem Gabor, or with the Janizaries.” 

“ A man of your experience and unprejudiced ideas then, will im- 

J Hail,. 

sin olil KtiKllah Ja me In thee, I. e. nintnolly serving oftcU other. 
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dcrstand me a,t once " said Murdoch, “ when I sot, I mean llmt your 
freedom sh^ depend on yonr true and uprifflit atiswe*’ to a few 
trifUnff Questions respectinsf the i^ntleinen yon nave left; their state 
of preparation; tiie number of Uieir men; mid nature of their ap¬ 
pointments ; and as much as you oliancc to iaow about their plan of 
operations.” . , „ , ., . 

“ Just to satisfy your curiosity,” «md Dajffetty, '• and without any 
farther purpose?" . ■ , . , ,, 

“ N^one m the world," reidied Murdoch; “ what mterest should a 
poor devil like me tote in uieh opemtiona ?" 

“ Make yonr interrogatioBS, then " Md the Captain, “ and I will 
answer them 5Jere»»»<or»ft." 

“ How many Irish may be on thmr march to join James Graham 
tlie delinquent?” 

“ Probably ten thousand,” said Cautain Dalgetty. 

“ Ten thousand! ” replied Murdofeh angrily; “ we know that seareo 
two tliousand landed at Ardimmtirchan." 

“ Then you know more about them than I do,” answered Captain 
Daigctty, with great composure. “ I never saw them mustered yet, 
,or even under arms.” 

“ And how many men of the clans may be expecteddemanded 
Murdoch. 

“ As many as they can make,” replied tiiie Captain. 

“ You are answering from the purpose, sir,” said Murdoch; “ speak 
plainly, will there be five thousand men ? ” 

“ There and thereabouts,” answered Dalgctty. 

“ You are playing witlOTOur life^ sir, if you trifle with me,” replied 
the catechist; “ one whistle of mine, and imless than ten minutes 
yonr head hangs on tlie drawbridge.” 

“ But to speak candidly, Mr Rinrdoch,” replied the Captain, “ 
you think it is a reasonable thing to ask me after the secrets of our 
army, and I engaged to serve for the whole campaign ? If I taiiglit 



paign shw begin and end in a march to the block at the castlc-gatc, 
which stands reaifr for such land-laufers; but if you answer my ques¬ 
tions faithfully, I wiH receive you into my—into the service of 
M'Callum More.” 

“ Does the service afford good pay ? ” said Captain Dalgctty. 

“ He will double yours, if you wiU return to Montrose and act 
' under his direction.”. 

“ I wish 1 Iiad seen you, sir, before iakiug on with him,” said Dal- 
getty, appearing to meditate. 

“ On the contrary, I can afford you more advantageous terms now,” 
said the Campbell; “ always supposing that you are faitliful.” 

“ Faithful, that is, to you, ana a traitor to Montrose,” answered the 
Captain. 

“ Faithful to the cause of religion and good order,” answered Mur¬ 
doch, “ which sanctifies any deception you may employ to serve it.” 
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Aadthe Marquis of Argyle—should ! tneUlie to entor Itis service, 
is he a kind mostCT ? ” demanded Dalgetly. 

“ Never man kinder.” quoth Campbell. 

“ And bountiful to his officers ?” pursued the Oaptaiu. 

“ The most open hand in Scotknd," Murdoch. 

“ Ti'ue and faithful to ids engagements ?” continued Dalgetty. 

As honourable a nohlemau as breathes," said the clansman. 

“ 1 never heard so much good of him before,” said Dalgetty; “ you 
must know the Marquis w«l,—w rather you must be the Marquis 
liimself!—Lord of Argyle ” lue added, throwing himself suddmily on 
the disguised nobleman, “ I arrest you in the name of King Charles, 
ns a traitor. If you venture to call for assistance, I will wrench round 
your neck.” 


grasping the Marquis’s throat, was ready to strangle liim on the 
slightest attempt to call for assistance. 

“ Lord of Argyle,” he said, " it is now my turn to lay down tlie 
tenns of eapitulatiou. If you list to shew me the private way by - 
which you entered the dungeon, you shall escape, on condition of • 
being my locum tenens, as we said at the Marescliol College, until 
your warder visits his prisonera. But if not, I will first strangle 
you—I leanicd the art from a Polonian heyduck, who had heen 
a slave in the Ottoman seraglio—and then seek out a mode of 
retreat.” 

“ V^illain! you would not murder me for my kindness,” mumurod 
Argvle. * 

“ Not for your kindness, my lord,” replied Dalgetty; " but first, 
to teacli your lordship the jita gentium towards cavaliers who ooine 
to you under safe-conduct; and secondly, to warn you of the danger 
of proposing dishonourable terms to any worthy soldado, in order to 
tempt him to become false to his standard daring the term of his 
semce.” 


“ Spare my life,” said Argyle, “ and I will do as yon require.” 

Dalgetty maintained his gripe upon the Marquis’s throat, com¬ 
pressing it a little while he ask^ questions, and relaxing it so tor as 
to give him the power of answering them. 

“ Wliere is the secret door into the dungeon f” ho demanded. 

“ Hold up the lantern to the oomer on your right hand, you will 
discern the iron which covers the spring,” replied the Marquis. 

“ So tor so good.—^Wliere does the passage lead to ? ” 

“ To my pnvatc apartment behiud the tapestry," answered tlio 
jirostrate nobleman. 

“ Prom thence how sliali I roach the gateway ? ” 

“ Through the grand galleiw, the anteroom, the lackey's waiting 
liall, the grand guardixiom- 

“ All crowded with soldiers, toctionarics, and attendants ?—that 
will never do for me, my lord; have j'ou no scci’et passage to 
the gate, as you liave to your dungeons? I have seen sueh in 
Germany. ” 



“■ Tltcre is a passafe ttirou|fh the ohajjel,” said the Marquis, “ open- 
iitff from my aj>ertmcnt.'' 

“ And what is the pass-word at the gate?” 

“ The sword of Lcti/’ replied the Marquis; “ bat if you will receive 
my ]dedge of nohour, 1 WiU fo with yoti, caeort ytm- through every 
guard, and set you at fUB fiberty with 0 passport.” ^ 

" “ I might tnist you, my lord, were yoair throat not already black 
with the grasp of my fingers ^-as it is, beso hs mams 0 wsted, as 
the Spaiuard says. Yet you may graht me ttpesport j-^nre there 
writing materials in your apartment f” 

“ Surely) and blank passports ready to be signed. I will attend 
you tlierei” Mud the Matqnis, “ instantly." 

“ It were too much honour for the Mke of me,” said Dalgetty; 
“ your lordship shall remain under charge of mine honest friend 
Ranald MacEagh j therefore, pritheelct me drag you within reach 
of his, chain.—^Ilonest Ranald, you see how matters stand with Us. 1 
shall find the means, I donht not, of setting you at freedom. Mean¬ 
time, do as you see me do; clap your hand thus on the weasond of 
, this high and mighty prince, under liis nm, and if he offer to struggle 
or cry ouli fiul not, tm worthy Ranald, to sqiieese doughtily; and if 
it Im ad deliquitm, Ranald, that is, till he swoon, there is no great 
. matter, seeing he designed your gidlet and mine to still b»der 
' usage.” 

“ if he ofTer at speech or struggle,” said Ranald, “he dies by my 
luuid.” 

“ That is right, Ranald—very spiritedA thorough-going friend 
that understands a hint is worth a million! ” 

Thus resiguing the charge of the Marquis to his new confederate, 
Dalgetty pressed the ^ring, by which the secret door flew open, 
though so well wore its hmges polished and oiled, that it made not 
the slightest noise in reviving. The opposite side of the door was 
secured by very strong bolts and bars, beside which hung one or two 
keys, designed apparently to undo fetteriocks. A nanow staircase, 
ascending up through the thickness the eastle-wall, landed, as the 
Mar<[uis iiact truly uiformed him, behind the tapestiy of his private 
apartment. Snch communications were frequent in old feudal castlcij 
as they gave the lord Of the fortress, like a second Dionysius, the 
means of hearing the conversation of his prisOnera, or, if ho pleased, 
of visiting them in disguise, an experimait which liad terminated sc 
unpleasantly on the pre.sent occasion for Gillespie Gruraach. Having 
examined previously whether there was any one in the apartment, 
and finding the coast clearj tiie Captain entered, and hastily possess¬ 
ing himself of a blank passport, several of which lay on the table, 
and of writing materials, soeuringj at the same time, the Marquis’s 
dagger, and a silk cord from the hangiugs, he again descended ink 
tile c aiMMn. where, listening a nioment at the door, he could hear the 
linlf-sffS^I'oice of the Marquis making great profiers to MacKagh. 
oiiiicoiulitioh he would suffer lum to give an alarm. 

•->* Ji[ot for a forest of deer—not for a thousand head of cattle,” 
..WP^crod the freebooter; “ not for all the lands that ever citlJed a 
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son of Diarulid master, will ](break the troth I have plighted to him 
of the iron garment! ” ' \ 

“ He of the iron garment,’? said IMgetfcy. entering, “ is bouiidcn 
unto you, MacEagh, and this iwSble lordshau be bounden also; but 
fii-st he must fill up this pasmort with the namds of Mmor Dugald 
Dalgetty and his guide, or he is hka to have a pofflport to another 
world," , y-.- r 

The Maj-quis subscribed and wrote, by the light of the dark lantern, 
as the soldier Mesorihed to him. 

• “ And now, Baindd," said Dalgetty, “ strip thy upper ffarmenteS: 
thy plaid I mean, Ranald, and in it will I mufiSe the M'Oauum More, 
and make of him, for the time, a Child of the Mist—Nay, I must 
bring it over ybtn’ head, my lord, so as to seom-e us against your mis¬ 
timed clamour—So, now he is sufflcientljr muffied—mold down ybor 
hands, or, by Heaven, I will stab vou to tiie heart with youf owg 
dagger I—nay, yon shall be bound with notiaug less than silk, < 
your quality deserves.—So, now he is secure till some one com^ i 
relieve him. If ho ordered us a late dimier, Ranald, he is like to V, 
the Bufierer; at wliat hour, my good Ranald, did the jailor usuhll; 
appear?” ■ . 

“Never tiU.tlie sun was beneath the western wave,”said Mah#, 
Eagh. 

“ Then, my friend, we shall have three hours good,” said the 
cautious Captain. “ In the meantime, let us labour for your libera¬ 
tion.” 


To examine Ranald's chain, was the neirt occupation. It was 
undone by means of one of the keys which hnlig hmiind the private 
door, probablj deposited there, that the Marquis might, if he 
plciiscu, dismiss a prisoner, or remove him elsewhere without the 
necessity of sumiuoniug the wai-den. The outlaw stretclied his 
benumbed arms, and bounded from the floor of the dungeon in all 
the ecstasy of recovered freedom. 

“ Take the livery-coat of that noble prisoner,” said Captain Dal¬ 
getty ; “ put it on, ami follow close at my heels.” 

The outlaw obeyed. They ascended the private stair, liaving first 
•fftcured the door behind them, and thus safmy reached Uie apavtmmit 
of the Marquis. ^ ' 


1 I'lieprecarlotu states of ilio reudal nobles IntroducoC a great Oeol of espionage into 
tliclr castles. Sir Bobert Carey ineutions Ills having pat on tlie cloatc of one of bis own 
wardens to obtain a coiilesslou thini the uioath of Oeordlo Bonnie, his prisoner, whom 
ho caosctl prcKcnUy to Uc hanged In teturh for tlio frankness of bis communtcaiion. Vliu 
line old Border castle of Kaworth coutahis a private stair Horn tho apartment of llio 
Lord Winima Howard, by which becould idsit tlie dungeon, as is allogod in the prodding 
chapter to have been praotieed by tlie lilarqais of Argyle. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

Tbis was tiie entty, then, these stairs—bat aiUUier after t 
Yet he that's sure to perish on the Itwi 
Majr quit the nSeefy of card and compass, 

And trust the open sea tvi^iout a pilot 

Tmjeiy tfBrmnomt. 

“ Look out for the pfirate way tiirough the j^apel, EraiaUsaid 
Uie Captain, “ while I give a hasty re^d to these matters.” 

Thus speaking, he seized mth one'hand a handle of ArOTle’s moat 
private papers, and vrith the other a purse of gold, both of wliieh lay 
in a drawer of a rich-cabinet, which stood invitingly open. Neitlier 
did lie neglect to possess himself of a sword and pistols, with powder, 
llask and litdls, wliieh hung in the .apartaent. “ Intelligence aud 
bootv,” said tlie veteran, as he pouched the spoils, “ each honourable 
cavalier should look to, the one on his general's behalf, and the other 
on his own. Tills sword is an Andrea Ferri^ and the pistols better 
tlinn mine own. But a fair exchange is no robbery. Soldados are 
not to bo endangered, and endangered gratnitously,,niy Lord of 

Argyle_But soft, soft, Ranald j wise Man of the Mish wliither art 

thou bound?” ' 

It was indeed full time to stop MacEagb’s proceedings; for, not 
finding the private passage readily, and impatient, it would seem, of 
fm'th^ delay, he had caught down a sword and target, and was ahont 
to enter the great galleryj with the purpose, doubtless, of fighting 
his way through all opposition. 

“ Hold, while you hve,” whispered Halgetty, laying hold on him. 
“ We must lie perdue, if possible. So bar we this door, that it may 
be thought M'Callum More would be private-.and now let me make 
a reconnoissance for the private passage." 

By hxikiiig behind the tapestry in various places, tlic Captain at 
len^h discovered a private door, and behind that a winding passage, 
terminated by ano&m* door, which doubtless entered the clmpel. But 
what was his disagreeable s’lrprise to bear, on tbe other side of thfs 
second door, the sonorous voice of a divine in tlie act of preaching. 

“ This made the villain,” he said, “recommend tliis to ns as a pri¬ 
vate passage. I am steongly tempted to return and cut his throat.” 

He then opened very gently the door, which lot into a latticed 
gnllory used by the Marquis himself, the curtains of wliieh were 
drawn, perhaps with the purjiose of having it supposed that he was 
engagoa in attendance upon divine worship, when, in fact, he was 
absent upon his secular affairs. There was no other person in the 
seat; for the family of the Marquis,—such was the high state main¬ 
tained in those days,—sate during seriiee in another gallery, placed 
somewhat lower than that of the great man himself. This beuig the 
case, Captain Dalgetty ventured to ensconce himself in the gaflery, 
■•■■lof which he carefully secured the door. 

Never (although the exjiression be a hold one) was a sermon 
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liSutencd to with more impatience, and less edification, on the part of 
ioue, at least, of the audience. The Captain heard sixtemtMy — 
atveidemthly — aghteenthly, and to conclude, with a aort of feeling 
hke distracted despair. But no-man can lecture, (for.the service 
•wa§ called a lecture) for ever; and the discourse was at lengtli 
(dosed, the derCTman not failing to make a profound bow towards 
the latticed gallery, little suspecting whom he honoured by that re* 
Terence. To judge firom the haste with which they dispersed, the 
domestics of tlie Marquis wore scarce more pleased with tlieir late 
occupation Hian the anxious Captain Dalgetty; indeed, many of 
tliem being Highlanamen, had the excuse of not uiulei standing a 
angle word which the dergyman spoke, altlioagh they gave tlieir at¬ 
tendance on his doctrine by tlie spedal order of M'Callum More, and 
would have done so had the preacher been a Turkish Imanm. 

But although the congregation dispersed thus rabidly, the divine 
remained hchuid in the chapel, and, vmking np and down its Gotiue 
precincts, seemed dtlicr to be meditating on what he had just been 
ddivoriiijg, or preparing a fresh discourse for.tbe next opportunity. 
Bold as he was, Dalgetty hesitated what be ought to do. Time, how¬ 
ever, pressed, and every moment ij^creasedthe chance of their escape 
being discovered by the jailor visiting the dungeon perhaps before 
Ills wonted time, and discoveri^ the exchange which had been made 
there. At length, whispering Banald, who watched all his motions, 
to follow him and preserve his aouiitenance, Captain Dalgetty, with 
a very composed air, descended a flight of steps which led from the 
gallery into the body of the chapel. A less experienced adventurer 
would have endeavoured to pass the worthy clergyman rapidly, in 
hones to escape unnoticed. But the Captain, who foresaw the ma¬ 
nifest danger of failing in such an attempt, walked gravely to meet 
the (Uvinc upon his walk in the midst of the chancel, and, puUing olf 
his cap, was about to pass him after a formal reverence. But what 
was Ills surprise to view in the preacher the very same person with 
whom he hod dined in the castle of Ardenvohr! Yet he speedily rc- 
• overed his composure; and, ere the clergyman could speak, was 
the first to address him. “ I could not,” ho said, “ leave this man¬ 
sion without bequeathing to yon, my very reverend sir, my humble 
u lhaiiks for the homily wnth which you have this evening favoured 
us!” 

“ 1 did not observe, sir,” said the clergyman, “that you were in the 
chapel.” 

“It pleased the honom’ahlc Marquis,” said Dalgetty, niodestly, 
“to grace me with a seat in his own gdlcr}',’? The divine.bow«id, 
low at this intimation, knowing that such an honour was only vouch¬ 
safed to persons of very high rank. “ It has been my fate, sir,” said 
the Captain, “ in the sort m wandering life which I have led, to haw 
heard different preachers of different religions—as for example, Lu¬ 
theran, Evangelical, Reformed, Calvinistical, and so forth, hut never 
have I listened to such a homfly as yours.” 

“ Call it a lecture, worthy sir,” said the divine, “ such is the phrase 
of onr church.” 

“Lecture or liouiily,” said Dalgetty, “it was, as the High German 
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gam fortrifiwh f and! I could not leavdtids place withont testi¬ 
fying onto yon what hiwiwd emotions I hare und^gone during yonr 
edifying prelcirtion: and how 1 am touched to the ^nick, that I shonld 
yesterday, during the refeetioB, hare seemed to infriBgc on the te- 
epeot due-t» Bucn a person as yoobelf.” 

“ ! my worthy air,” eaid the olergyraaB, we meet in this world 

as in the Valley of Ihe Shadow of De^, notltnowihg against whom 
we may chance to eneounter. ;• In truth, it is no matter of marvel, if 
we sometimes jostle those, to whom, if known, we wotfld yield all 
respect; Surmy, sir, 1 would rather have taken you'fof a profane 
malignant than for such a deventperson as you prove, who reverenoes 
the great Master even in the meanest of bis servants.” 

“ It is lilways my custom to do so, learned sir,” answered Dalgetty; 
“for in the service of the immortal Gnstaros—but I detain yon 
from your meditations,”—his desire to speak Of the Kipg of Sweden 
being for once overpowered by the necessity of his cireumstMices. 

“ By no umans, my worthy m” said the clergyman. “ Wliat was, 
Ipray you, flie order pf that great Prince, whose memory is so dear 
to every Protestant bosom ? ” 

“ Sir, the dnims beat to nrayers.moming and evening, as regularly 
as for parade; and if a soldier passed without saluting' the chafrlairi, 
he had an hour’s ride on the wooden mare for his pains. Sir, I wish 
yon a very good evening—I am obliged to depart the castle under 
M'Callara More’s passport.” 

“ Stay one instant, sir,” said tlio preacher; “is there nothing I can 
do to testify my respect for the pupil of the great Gustanis, and so 
admirable a judge of preaching * ” 

“Nothing, sir,” said the Captain, “hut to shew me the nearest 
way to the gate—and if you would have the kindness,” he added 
with great effrontery, “to let a servant bring mv horse with him, 
the dark grey gelding—call him Gnatayus, and no will prick up 
his ears—for I know not where the castle stables are situated, 
ami piy guide,” he added, locddug at Ranald, “■ speaks no Eng- 

“ I hasten to aceounnodate yon,” said the clergyman; “ your way 
lies through that cloistered passage.**' 

“Now, Heaven’s blessing upon your vanity!” said the Capfaimto' 
himself. “ I was afraid I would have had to march off without Giis- 
tavu.s.” 

In fact, so effectually did the chaplain exert himself in helnalf of so 
excellent a judge of composition, mat while Dalgetty was parleying 
with the sentinels at the drawbridge, shewing his passport, and giv¬ 
ing the watchword, a servant brought him lus horse, ready saddled 
fo^ie joiiniey. In another place, the Captain's sudden appearance 
^Be after having been publicly sent to prison, might have ex- 
j^wsuspicion and inquiry; hut the offieem and domestics of tlie 
fwquia were accustomed to tlie mysterious policy of their master, 
M never supposed aught else than that liehadlieen Jiberated and 
Busted with some private commission by their master. In this 
■|ef, and having received the parole, they gave him free passage. 
nDaigetty rode slowly through the town of Inverary, the outlaw 
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ftttendinff upon him fbot-mge at his horSfe’f^ shoulder. As they 
passed the pbbet, the tntwi looked <m iho bodies and wrung hm 
hauda. The look and gesture were momentary, but expressive ot 
indescribable auguish. Instantly reeovei’ing himself, Eamdd, in pass¬ 
ing, whispered somewhat to one of the fenwle% who, like ilixpah the 
daughter of Aiah, seemed engaged in watching, and mourning the 
victims of feudal injustice and cruelty. The woman started at his 
voices but immetliately collected hmelf, end retttimed answer a 
slight inclination of the head. 

Ihdgetty continued his way out of the town, uncertain whether lie 
should try to seize or hire a boat and cross the lake, or plunge into 
the wood.s, and there conceal himself from pursuit. In the former 
event ho was liable to be instantly pursned 1^ the galleys of the 
Marquisj which lay ready for sailing, their long yard-ai'ms. pointing 
to the wind, and wmat hope could he have in an ordinary Highland 
fishing-boat to escape from them? If he made the lattpr choice, his 
chance either of supporting or concealing himself in tJ|ose waste and 
unknown wildernesses, was in the highest degree precarious. The 
town lay now Iwhiud him, yet what hand to turn to for safety he was 
unable to determine, and began to be sensible, that in escaping from 
the dungeon nt Inverary, desperate as the matter seemed, he had 
only accomplished the easiest part of a difficult task. If retaken, 
his fate was now certain; for the personal ii»,jnry he had ofl^ered to a 
man, so poweifnl and so vindictive, could be atoned for only by in¬ 
stant death. While he pondered these distressing reflections, and 
looked around with a countenance wMeh plainly expressed indeci¬ 
sion, Kanald MacEagh suddenly asked him, “ which way he intended 
to journey ?” 

“ And th.st, honest comrade,” answered Dnlgetty, “ is precisely the 
(jnestion which I aannot answer yon. Truly I l»egin to hold the 
opinion, Ranald, that wc bad better havb stuck by tlio brown loaf and 
water pitcher until Sir Duncan arrived, who, for his own honour, 
must have made some flght for me.” 

“ Saxon,” answered MacEagh, ’‘do not regret having exchanged 
the foul breath of yonder dungeon for the free air of hcaren. Above 
all, repent not tliatyou have served a Smi of the Mist. Put your- 
aalf under my guidance, and I will warrant your safety with my 
head.” 

“ Can YOU guide me safe through these mountains, and back to the 
army of Montrose ?" said Dalgetty. 

“ I can,” answered MacEagh: “ there lives not a man to whom the 
mountain passes, the caverns, the glens, the thickets, and the corries 
arc known, ns they are to the Children of the Mist. While others, 
crawl on the level ground, by the sides of lakes .and streams, ours aiis 
the steep hollows of the inaccessible monntaina, the birth-place of the, 
desert springs. Not all the bloodhounds of Argylo can trace tlm 
fastnesses through which I can guide you.” 

“Say’st thou so,honest Ranald?” replied Dalgetty; “then have 
on with thee 5 for of a surety I shall never save the ship by my own 
pilotage." 

The outlaw accordingly led the way into the wood, by whicb the 
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caatie te aurroanded for several miles, "wrikins; witli so mu^ despatch 
as k(^ Qustavus at a found trot, ana taking such a nimber of crews 
cuts and turns, that tikatein Balgetty speewy lost all idea where ho 
mijfht be, and all knowledge of the points of the compass. At length, 
•the path, which had gradui^y become more difficult, altogetlier ended 
among thickets aud muter wood. The rofti’ing of a torrent was heapil 
in the, neighbourhood, the ground became tew)me places broken, ui 
others boggj', and every wl^ unfit for tiding, , . 

“ What the foul fiend,” said Dalgetty, “ is to he done here ? I must 
part with Guatovus, I fem.” 

“ Take mo care for your horse,” smd the outlaw; “he shall soon be 
restored to you." . 

As he spoke, he whistled in a low tone, aud a lad, half dressed in 
tartan, half naked, faamg only his own shaggy hair, tied with a thong 
of leather, to protect his head and face from sun and weather, lean, 
and lialf-starvod in aspect, his wild grey eyes appearing to fill njf ton 
times the proportion usually allotted to them in the human face, 
crept out, as a u'iJd beast might have done, from a thicket of brambles 
and briaw. 

“ Give your horse to the gillie,” said Banold MacEagh; “your jife 
depends upon it.” 

“Ochl och!” exclaimed the despairing veteran; “Elieu! as we 
used to say at Maresdial College, must I leave Oiistavus in such 
grooming?” 

“ Are you frantic, to lose time thus ? ” said his guide; “ do we stand 
on friend’s ground, that jou should part with your horse as if he were 
your brotlier? I tell you, you shall have him again; but if you 
never saw the animal, is not life better tlum the best colt ever mare 
foaled ? ” 

“ And that is tnic too, mine honest friend,” sighed Dalgctty; “ yet 
if you knew but the value of Gustavus, aud the things we two have 
done and suffered together—See. he turns back to look at me!— 
Be kind to him, my good breechiess friend, and I will requite you 
well.” So saying, and withal sniffling a little to swallow his griefj lie 
turned from the heart-rending spect^le in order to follow his guide. 

To follow his guide was np easy matter, and soon requii-ed more 
agility than Captain Dalgctty could master. The vei-y first, plungn 
after he had parted from nia chiirgei-, carried him, with little as-sistancc 
from a few ovei-hanging boughs, or projecting roots of trees, eight 
feet sheer down into the course of a torrent, up which the Sou of the 
Mist led the way.' Huge .stones, over wliich they scrambled,—thickets 
of thorn and brambles, through which they had to drag themsdves,— 
rocks which were to bo climbed on the one side with much lalmur 
and pain, for the purpose of an equally precarious descent upon the 
other; all thesc, and many such interruptions, were surmounted by 
■‘*•0 light-footed and half-naked mountaineer with an ease and velocity 

nich excited the surprise and envy of Captain Dalgctty, who, 
encumbered by his head-piece, corsleh and other armour, not to 
mention his ponderous jack-boot^ found himself at length so much 
exhausted by fatigue, and the difficulties of the road, Mmt he sate 
down upon a stone in order to recover his breath, while he explmned 



to Eamld MacEagh iOie djferanee cxjpeditus and 

impeditus, aa these two ndlitaty pthra«» vf^ understood at Mare- 
scnal College] Aberdeea. Ihe 80 le,jS(u#er;.of .|he inonatflinecr was 
to lay his haitd m ^ fK>ldHRr'« atw. iraS'i^mt.^h^ ia. tiie 
direction of the wind. Da%di^ Bpj,n^ia8;i ior ev&d^ was 
closing &st, and ther «e^ a$ raii Mtbm df a dwix ravine. But at 
length he could dbonetly. hear at!;# distishee the sullen tcU of a 
large bell. T ’ •■ • 

"Thati” 8(^ hO] "must be the alanii-'-4ite storuMdo^ as the 
Gcrmims call it." ’ 

"It strikes the hour of your death,” ansvrered Bmiald. "unless 
YOU can accompany nm a little farther. Fmr every toll of tost bell a 
brave man has yielded up his soul.” 

“ Truly, Bohald, my trusty friend,” said Dalgetty, “ I will not deny 
that the case may be soon my own: for I am so forfouchten, (being, 
as 1 explained to you, impeditua, for had 1 been expeditua, I mind 
not pedestrian exercise the flourish of a fife,) that I think I had 
better ensconce myself in one of these bashes, mid even lie quiet 
there to abide what fortune God shall send me. 1 entreat you, mine 
honest friend Ranald, to shift for yourself, and leave me to my 
fortune, as tlie Lion of the North, the immortal Gustarus Adolphus, 
my nerer-to-be-forgotten morier, (whom you must surely have heai-d 
of, Ranald, tho^h you may have heara of no one dse,) said to 
Francis Albert, Duke of Saxe-Lanehbnrgh, when he was mortally 
wounded on the plains of Lutzen. Neither despair altogether of my 
safety, Ranald, seeing I have been in as great pinches as this in 
Germany—more especially, 1 remember me, that at the fatal battle 
of Nerlingen—after which I changed service ” 

“If you would save your fathers son’s breath to help his child out 
of trouble, instead of wasting it ujponjhe talcs of Seannachics," 
said Ranald, who now grew impatient of the Captain’s loquacity, 
“or if your feet could travel as fast as your tongue, you might 
yet lay your head on an unhloo^ pillow to-nmht.” 

“ Something there is like miHtai^ skill in that,” replied the Cap¬ 
tain, “although wantonly and irreverently spoken to an officer of 
rank. But f hold it good to pardon such freedoms on a march, 
in respect of the Saturnalian licence indulged in such cases to the 
troops of all nations. And now, resume thmc office, friend Ranald, 
in rc.spect 1 am well-breathed: or, to be more plain, Ip»a:, aerptar, 
as we used to say at Mareschal College.” 

Compreheiidiug his meaning rather from liis motions than hi.s 
language, the Son of the Mist again led the way^ with an unerring 
])recision that looked like instinct, tlirough a variety of ground the 
most difficult and broken that could weu he imagined. Dragging 
along his ponderous boots, encumbered with thigh-jiieces, gaimtlets, 
corslet, and back-piece, not to mention the buff jerkin which.be 
wore mider all thesd arms, talking of his fomer exploits the whole 
way, though Ranald paid not the slightest attention to liim. Captain 
Dmgetty contrived to follow his guide a considerable space farthei’, 
when the deep-mouthed baying of a hound was heard coming down 
the wind, as if opening on the scent of its prey. 
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“ Black holind,” said Ranald, “ whose throat nerer boded good to 
aOhild of tlie 'ill-lbrttine to' her who littered theel hast thou 
already found our trace? But thou art too late, swart hound ot 
darkness, and &e deer has gaihed tlie herd.” 

So saying, he wliistled very softly, and was laiswered in a tone 
equally low from the t^.^"a pass, up which they had for some time 
been ascending. Meadinj^ tliMr pace, they reached the top, where 
the moon, which Iiad now. nseh bright and cletM:, shewed to l)algetty 
a party of ten or twelve Highlanders, and about as many women and 
chDdrem hy whom Ranald MacEagh was received with such trans¬ 
ports of joy, as mfuie his cotdpamon easily sensible that those hy 
whom he was surronuded, must of course be Children of the Mist. 
The place which tibiey occupied well suited their name and habits. 
It was a beetling erSg, round which winded a very narrow and broken 
fro^ath, commanded in various places by the position which they 

Ranald spoke ouxionsly and hastily to the children of his tribe, 
and the men came one by one to shake hands with Dalgetty, while 
the women, clamorous in their gratitude, pressed round to kiss even 
the hem of his garment, 

“ They plight their faith to you,” said Ranald MacEiigh, “ for 
requital of the good deed you havo dobe tdthe tribe tliis day,” 

“Enough said, Ranald,” answered the soldier, “enougli said—tell 
them I love not tMs shaking of hands—^it couftises ranks and degrees 
in military service; and as to kissing of gauntlets, puldroiis, and the 
like, I remember that the immortm Gustaviis, as lie rode through 
the streets of Nuremberg, being thus worshipped by the populace, 
(being doubtless far more worthy of it than a poor though honourable 
cavalier like myself,) did say unto them, in the way of rebuke, ‘ If 
you idolize me thus like a god, who shall assure you that the tcu- 

f eauee of Heaven will not soon prove me to be a mortal?’—A.iul so 
ere, I suppose, you intend to m^e a stand against your followers, 
Ranald, voto a Dios, as the Spaniard says—a very jirefty jiosition— 
as pretty a position for a small pfelotou or meu as I have seen iu inv 
service—no enemy can come towards it by the roml without being at 

the mercy of cannon and musket_But then, Ranald, my triisl \ 

comrade, you have no cannon, I dare to aver, and I do not see (liafr 
any of these fellows have muskets either. Bo with what artillery 
you propose making good the pass, before you come to liand blows, 
truly, Uiiuald, it passeth ray appreheasion." 

“With the weapons and with the courage of our fathers,” said 
MacEagh; and made the Captain observe, tlmt the men of Ids party 
wore armed with bows and arrows. 

“Bows and arrows! "exclaimed Dalgetty; “ha! ha! ha! have we 
Robin Hood and Little John back ogam? Bows and. arrows! why, 
tljg, sight hbs not been seen in civilized war for a hundred yeaiu. 
BfeWs and arrows! and why not weavers’-booms, as in the days 
of Croliah? Ah! that Dugald Dalgetty, of I^umthwacket, should 
live to see men fight with bows and arrow.s!—The immortal Gustavus 

would never have believed it—nor Wallenstein—^nor Butler_nor old 

Tilly—Well, Ranald, a cat can have but its claws—since bows and 
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arrows are the word, e'en let us make the best of it. Only, as I do 
not understand the scope and range of such old-fashioned artillery, 
fou must make the beat disposition you can out of your own head; 
ior my taking the command, whilk I would have gladly done had you 
been to fight with any Chrislaan weapons, is out of the question, 
when you are to combat like quivered NumidianS. I will, however, 
play my part with my pistols in the approaching mellay, in respect 
my carabine unhappily remains at Gustavus’s saddle.—My service 
and thanks to you,’' he continued, addressing a mountaineer who 
offered him a bow; “Dugald DaJgetty may say of himself, as he 
learned at Maresclial College, 

Kon egrt Mawl Jacnllf), neqne aren. 

Nee venenatte gravida saglttln, 

Fusee, pliaiclrs; 

whilk is to say-” 

Banald MacEagh a second time imposed silence on the talkative 
commander as before, by pulling his sleeve, and pointing down the 
pass. The bay of the bloodhound was now approaching nearer and 
nearer, and they could hear the voices of several persons who ac¬ 
companied the animal, and hallooed to each other as they dispersed 
occasionally, either in the hurry of their advance, or in order to 
search more accurately the thickets as they came along. They were 
obviously drawing nearer and nearer every moment. MacEagli, in 
the mcantinie, proposed to Captain Dalgetty to disencumber himself 
of his armoiii', and gave him to understond that the women should 
transport it to a place of safety. 

“ I crave your pardon, sir,” said Dalgetty, “such is not the rule of our 
foreign service; in respect I remember the regiment of Finland cui¬ 
rassiers reprimanded, and their kettle-drums taken fi’om lliein, by the 
immortal Gustovus, because they had assumed tJic permission to 
march without their corslets, ana to leave them with the Kiggag-e. 
Neither did they strike kettle-drums t^tin at the head of iliat famous 
regiment until they behaved thotDSeBo.s so notably at the field of 
Lein.sic; a lesson whilk is not to be forgotten, any more than that 
exelanjfition of the immortal Guslavus, ‘ Now shfiU 1 know it my 
oliieers love me, by their putting on their armour; since, if my 
officers are slain, who shall load my soldiers into victory ?’ Never¬ 
theless, fi-iond Ranald, tliis is without prt'jndice to my being rid 
of these somewhat heavy boots, providing I can obtain any other 
succodaneum; for I presume not to say tliai my bare soles are forti¬ 
fied so as to endure the flints and thorns, as seems to be tlic case with 
your followers.” 

To rid the Captain of his cumbrous greaves, and ease his feet iu a 
pair of brogues made out of deerskin, which a Iliglilander stripped 
off for his accommodation, was the work of a minute, and Dalgetty 
found himself much lightened by ihe exchmige. He was in the act 
of recommending to Banald MacEagh, to send two or throe of Ms 
followers a little Tower to reconnoitre the pass, and, at the same time, 
somewhat to extend Ms front, placing two detached archers at each 
flank by way of posts of observation, when the near cry of the hound 



Iffl) 


tism UT i.anih:<obd. 


apprized them that the pursuers vere st the bottom of the pass. _ AU 
sras then dead rilence; for. loquadoos as he w^ on other occasions. 
Captain Dalgettyhnev ww.Mie neoesrity of ad arnlmrii keeping it> 
self un^ covert. . . 

The moon gleamed tm thfthroken path-vray, and onthe projectmg 
cliffs of rock round wlridi it vkided, its light hitercepted'here and 
there by the branches of bushes uid dvarf-toees, which, finding non- 
rMment in the crevices of the rocks, in some p^es ovCTshadowcd 
the brow arid ledge of the prec^iee. Belowj a thick oopse-wood lay 
in deep and dark shadow,' somewhat resembUng the billows of a half- 
seen ocean. From the bosom of tiiat darkpes^ and dose to the bot¬ 
tom of the tn-edpice, the lionnd was heard at intwvals baying fear¬ 
fully, soun<& which were redoi&led by the echoes of the woods and 
rocKB around. At int^als, these sunk into deep silence, intorrupted 
only by tlie plashing noise of a small runnel df water, which partly 
fdl firpm the rock, partly found a more silent passage todlie bottom 
along its projecting surface. ‘Voices of men were also heard in 
stiflM converse below; it seemed ns if the pursuers had not disco¬ 
vered the narrow jwth which led to the top of the riick, or tiiat, 
having discovered it, the peril of the ascent, joined to the imperfect 
light, and the uncertainty whether it might not be defended, made 
tmmi hesitate to attempt it. 

. * At length a shadowy figure was seen, which raised itself up from the 
abyss of darkness bdow, and, emerging into the pale moonlight, be¬ 
gan cautiously and slowly to ascend the rocky pain. The outline was 
So distinctly marked, tliat Captain Dalgetty could discover not only 
the person of a Highlander, but the long gun which he carried in his 
ipad, and the plume of leathers which decorated his bonnet. ** Tau- 
gjfhf tei/lm / that 1 should say so, and so like to be near my latter 
IWl 1" ejaculated the Oaptain, but under his breath, “ what will become 
Hsf us, now they have brought musketry to encounter our archers ?” 

But just as the pursuer had attained a projecting piece of rock 
about half way up the ascent, and pausing, mode a signal for those 
who were still at the bottom to follow bun, an arrow whistled from 
the bow of one of the Children of the Mist, and transfixed him with 
fib fiirtal a wound, that, withont a single effort to save himself, he lost 
his balance, and fell headlong from the cliff on which he stood, into 
the darkness below. The crash of tlie boughs which received him, 
and the heavy sound of his fall from thence to the ground, was fol¬ 
lowed by a cry of horror and surprise, which burst from his follow¬ 
ers. The Children of the Mis(^ encouraged in proportion to the 
alarm this first success had caused among the pursuers, echoed hack 
the clamour with a loud and shrill yell of exultation, and, shewing 
themselves on the brow of tlie precipice, with wild cries and vindic¬ 
tive gestures, endeavoured to unpress on their enemies a sense at 
once of their courage, their numbers, and tlieir state of defence. 
iSven Captain Dalgetty’s military prudence did not prevent his rising 
-"-tnnd calling: ont to Eanald, more loud than prudence warranted 
Kw-occo, comrade, as the Spaniard says! The long-bow for ever! 
my poor apprehension now, were you to order a file to advance 
ad take position—” 
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* Tlie Sasseaaeh i” cried » voice from beneath, “ mark the Sasse- 
nach sidier 1 I see the idittor of Ms breastplate.” At the same 
time three muskets were duchurged; and while one ball reeled 
against the corslet of proofs to the strength of which oot valiant Cap* 
tain had be^ more than once indebted, for Ms life, another pene¬ 
trated the mmonr wMch covered ;ttie fbont of his left tliigrhi and 
stretched him on the ground. Raiiahl instantlj seized hiiA hi Ms 
arms, wd bore Min bock from the edg^e of the precipiee, hhSe he 
dolefd^ ejaculated, “ I alw^ told the immortal Giratavus, Wa^s- 
stein, IMy, and other men of the sword, that^ in my poor mind, tas- 
lets ought to be made musket-proof.” , 

With two or three earnest words in Gaeliov MaeEogh commended 
the wounded man to the diarge of tiie fem^s, who were in the rear 
of liis little party, ai^ was then about to rbtum to the contest. But 
Dalgetty detuned him, grasping a firm hold ctf his jdaid. —1 know 
not how this matter may end—hut I request you vnll inform Mon¬ 
trose, that 1 died like a follower of the. immortal Gustavos—and 1 
pray you, take heed how you quit your present strength, even for the 
purpose of pursuing the enemy, u you gain any aovantage—and— 
and-” 

Here Dalgetty’s breath and eyesight began to fail him through 
loss of blood, and MacEagh, avt^ng himself of tMs circumstanee, 
extricated from his grasp the end of his own mantle, and substituted 
that of a female, by wMch the Gsptainheld stoutly, thereby securing, 
as he conceived, the outlaw’s attention to the muitary instmetious 
which he continued to pour forth while he had any breath to otter 
them, though they became gradually more and more incoherent— 
" And, comrade, you wiU be sure to keep your musketeers in advance 
of yout stand of pikes, Lochaber-nxes, and two-handed swords— 
Stand fast, dragoons, on the left fianki where was I?— Ay, and, 
Ranald, if ye be minded to retreat, leave some %hted matches burn¬ 
ing on the branches of the trees—it shews as if Qiey were lined with 
riiot—But 1 forget—^ye have ..ho match-locks nor iiabergeons—enlj 
bows and arrows—^bows and arrows! hal ha! ha!” 

Here the Captam sunk back in an exhausted condition, altogether' 
unable to resist the sense of the ludicrous whic^ as a modem man¬ 
at-arms, he connected with the idea of these ancient weapons of war. 
It was a long time ere he recovered Ms senses; and, in the mean- 
tira& wo leave Mm in the care of the Daughters of the Mist; nurses 
as kind and attentive, in reality, as they were wild and unooutii in 
outward appearance. 
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CHAPTEE XV. 


But M'Do «cUoa «taln 

'fhy trat«Dd constant srord, 

1*1) make tbee fhmona by my pen. 

And plorione by m jr sword. 

i'U serve tliee la sueb noble ways 
As ne'er were linown bolbre; 

I'll deck and crown tby bead wltta baya 
And love thde more and more. 

Moirasoec'B Unsi. 

We must now leave, with whatever regret, the valiant Captain 
Dalgetty, to recover of Ids wminds or otherwise as fate shall deter- 
Hune, in tn-der briefly to trace the military operations of Montrose, 
vVortiiy as they ai-e of a moi-e importiait page, and abetter historian. 
By the assistance of the chieftains whom we have commemorated, 
and more especially by the junction of the Murrays, Stewarts, and 
other clans of Athole, which were peculiarly zealous in the royal 
cause, he soon assembled an array of two or three thousand High¬ 
landers, to whom he snccessfhllj united the Irish under Colkitto. 
Tills last leader, who, to the great embairassinent of Milton’s eoinmon- 
tators, is commemorated in one of that great poet’s sonnets,* was 
properly named Alister, or Alexander M'DonnelJ, by birth a Scottish 
islesinan, and related to the Earl of Antrim, to whose patronage he 
owed the command assisted him in the Irish troops. In many re¬ 
spects he merited this distinction. He was brave to intreiddity, and 
almost to insensibility; very strong and active in person, completely 
master of his weapons, and always ready to shew the example in the 
extremity of danger. 'To counterbalance these ^ood (qualities, it 
most be recorded, that he was inexperienced in military tactics, and 
of a jealous and presumptuous disposition, wliich often lost to Mon¬ 
trose the fruits of Colkitto’s gallautry. Yet such is the prcdoniinaiice 
of outward personal qualities in the eyes of a wild people, that the 
feats of strength and courage shewn by this champion, seem to have 
made a stronger impression upon the minds ot the Highlanders, 

* SHIton'g book, entitled Totracbordon, had boon ridiculed, it would seem, liy the 
dlvtties assembled at Westmluster, mid otliers, on aoconnl of the liardnoss of the title j 
and JUiltoD In bis soimot retaliates upon the barbarous Scottisli names which tlie OivO 
W*r had made femlllar to English cars!— ^ 

- —.- why is it harder, sirs, than Gordon, 

CoVettto, or W'Donald, or Ganasp'i* 

Tlicso rnsged names to our like mouths grow sleek, 

That would have made QuinUllan sturo nud gasp. 

" We may'suppose,” aays Bishop Newton, “ that theso were persons of note among 
the Scotch juinisters, who wore for pressing and enforcing (he Covenant;" whereas Mil¬ 
ton only Ini oiids to ridicule the barbarism of Scottish names in general, awl quotes, In- 
lUscrhnitiafely, that of Qlllosple, one of the Apostles of the Covemmi, and those ofOol- 
kUtto and M'DonneUi (both belonging to one person,) one of its bitterest euomlea 
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thw tlie military skill and cluralrous sinrit of the £^eat Marquis Sf 
Montrose. Numeroua tradiMtms ai’e still preserved in the HighlM^ 
jrlens concerning Aliste M'Bonndlli though Uie name pf Montrose 
13 rarely mentioned among them, 

Tltc point upon whieh Mont3:p3e ftnaily assembled bis little army, 
was in Strath^ni, on the verge of the Hig^daiids ctf Perthshire, so 
as to menace the principal town of that conaty. 

His enemies were hot tmprepored for his reception. Argylm at the 
licad of his Highlanders, was dogging the steps of tlie Irish frmh 
the west to the east, and by force, fear, or ihdueuce, had collected ah 
army nearly soffident to have given battle to Montrose. .Tlie Low,* 
lands were also prepared, fair r^ons which we assigned at the begin¬ 
ning of this tale. A body of six thousand infautiy, and six or seven 
thousand cavalry, which pro&nely assumed the titlo of Hod’s army, 
hod been hastily assemhm from the shires of Fifej Angus, Pert% 
Stirling, and the neighbouring coimties. A mueh less iqree in for¬ 
mer times, nay, even in tlio preceding reignj would havAheen^ t^- 
cicut to have secured the Lowlands against a iqore^fonm^lc 
descent of Highlanders, than those umted uud^r Montrose; but 
times liad changed sti'a^ely within the last half century. Before 
that period, the Lowlanders were as constantly engaged in war as 
the mountaineers, and were incompmably better disciplined' And' 
armed. The favourite Scottish order of battle somewhat reseraWed 
the Macedonian phalanx. Their infantry foi'med a comjiacl body, 
armed with long spears, impenetrable even to tlie men-at-arms of 
the age, though w^ mounted, and aiTaycd in oomplete proof. It 
may easily be conceived, therefore, that their ranks could not he 
broken by the disorderly charge of Highland infantry armed for close 
combat only, with swords, and ill fm-nisbed with misrile weapons, 
and having no artillery whatever. 

Tills habit of fight was in a great measure changed by the in¬ 
troduction of muskets into<the Scottish Lowland service, which, not 
being as yet combined with the bayonet, was a formidable weapon at 
a distance, but gave no assurance against the enemy who rnsued on 
to close quai'ters. The pike, iudeed, was not wholly disused in the 
Scottish army; but it was no longer the favourite weapon, nor was 
it relied upon as formerly by those in whose hiuids it -ttas placed}- 
insomuch that Daniel Lupton, a tactician of the day, has written 
a book expres-dy upon the superiority of th 5 musket. This cliange 
commenced as early as the wars of Gustavus Adolphus, whose 
marches were made with such rapidity, tlmt the pike was vei’y soon 
thrown aside in^is army,-and exchanged for fire-arms. A cir- 
enmstanue wliich necessarily accompanied this change, os well as the 
establisliineut of standing armies, whereby war became a trade, was 
the introduction of a laborious and complicated system of discipline 
combining a variety of words of command with con-esponding 
operations and manoeuvres, the neglect of any one of which was 
sure to throw the whole into confusion. Waii therefore, as practised 
among most nations of Europe had assumed much more than for¬ 
merly the chamctei’ of a profession or mystei'y, to_ which previous 
practice and experience vverc iiidispcitSable requisites. Such was 
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file natural eotuse^uence of standing' armies, vbidi had almost er^ry 
whore, and partiei^hirly in file long Gmrman ■wars, suiierscded what 
be called the natural diaeipline of tlie feudal militia. 

TTie ScottiA Lowland militia, therefore, laboured under a double 
d^drantoge •when o^osed to Highlanders. They were divested of 
file spear, a vveapon iraidi, in the hands of their ancestors, had 
!«o often repelled the iihji^oas assaults of the mountaineer; 
«nd they were subjected to a new and complicated species of dis- 
tdpline, well adapted, perha^ to the use of regular troops, who 
could be renders completmy masters of it, but tending only to 
confuse the ranks cf citizen soldiers, whom it was rarely practised, 
and imperfectly imderstpod. So mtra has been done in our own 
thnC in minging back tactics to th^ first prindpi^ and in getting 
lid (d the podantiy df war, that it is easy for us to estimato the 
disadvantage under whidi a half-trained anfitia laboured, who were 
. lauj^t to condder success as Spending upon tlieir exercising with 
i fiMcdsion a system of tactics, whidi toey probably only so far com¬ 
prehended as to find out when •toey ■were wrong, hut without the 
power of getting right again. ITeitner can it be denied, thaL in the 
inatQl^ points of military habits and w«rl^ spiiit, the Lowlsnders 
of the seventeenth cmttiuy had euttk fiu beneath their Highland 
countrymen. 

From the earliest period doWn to tlie union of the crowns, the 
whCle kingdom of Scotland, Lowlands as well as Highlands, had 
bbea the constant scene of war, foreigm and domestic; and there was 
probaUy scarce one of its hardy imiabitants, between the age of 
sixteen and sixty, who was not as willing in point of fact, as he was 
literally bomid in law, to assume arms at the first call of his liege 
lord, or of a royal proclamation. The law remained the same m 
sixteen hundred and forty-five ns a hundred years before, but the 
race of those subjected to it had been bred up under very different 
feelings. They had sat in quiet uiider*their vine and'under their 
fig-tree, and a call to battle involved a change of life as new as 
it was disagreeable. Such of them^ also, who lived near unto the 
Highlands, were in continual and disadvantageous contact with the 
restless inliabitants of those mountains, by wiom their cattle were 
driven off, tbeir dwellings plundered, and their persons insulted, and 
udio had acquired ovei;them fiiat sort of superiority arising from a 
constant system of aggression, llie Lowlandcrs, who lay more 
remote, and out of reach of these depredations, were influenced by 
file exaggerated r^rts circulated coneeniiiig the Highlanders, 
•^hom, as totally differing in laws, language, and dress, they were 
induced to r^ard as a nation of savages, egumly void of fear mid of 
humanity. These various prepossessions,_ioinett to the less warlike 
habits or the Lowlauders, and their in^met knowledge of the new 
and complicated system of discipline tor which they liad exchanged 
tlieir natural mode of fighting, placed them at great disadvantage 
when opposed to the Hi^lander in the field of battle. The moun¬ 
taineers, on the contrary, with the arms and courage of their fathers, 
possessed also their simple mid naturd system of tactics, and bore 
down with the fiillest confidience upon an enemy, to whom any thing 
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they had been tau^t of discipline was, like Saul’s amour upon 
David, a hinderauce raider tiian a help, "because they had not 
proved it." 

It was with such dkadvanhtges on the one side, and such ad¬ 
vantages on tlie oiher, to counteybalance the difibreuce of superior 
numbers and the presence of artUiery and" caval^, that Montros<3 
encountered the army of Lord Elcho upon the field df Itppermuir. 
The Presbyterian dergy had not been wanting ja their efibrts to 
rouse the spirit of Iheir foUowbrs; and one of them, who harangu^ 
thh troops on tiie very day of bs^e, hedtated not to say, tli^ if 
ever Ood spoke by his month, he promised them, in His name, that 
day, a great and assured; vidory. The cavalry and artillery were 
fdso reckoned sure warrants of success, as the imveUy of their attack 
had upon ibmer occasions been vmy discouranng to the Kgh- 
Inndei-s. The place of meeMiig was an open heaQi, and the 
afibrded little advantage to eitrKW pAr^, exceid t^.it allowel thn 
horse of the Covenants to act with enect. / 

A battle upon which so mudt depended, was never more easily 
decided. The Lowland Cavalry made a show of charging; hut'whe-^ 
ther thrown into disorder by the fire of musketry, or deterred Iw a 
disafiection to the service said to have prevailed amoi^ the genue- 
men, they made no impression on the Highlanders whatever, and 
recoiled m disorder from ranks which had neither bayonets nor pikes 
to protect ihem. Montrose saw, and instantly availed himself of this 
advantage. He ordered his whole amy to charge, which they per¬ 
formed with the wild and desperate valour pecnliar to mountaineers. 
One ofiiccr of the Covenantors atone, trained in the Italian wars, 
made a desperate defence upon the right wing. In evciy other point 
their line was penetrated at the first onset; and this advantage once 
obtained, the Lowlanders were utterly unable to contend at close 
quarters with their more agile and athletic enemies. Many were 
slain on the'field, and such a number in the pursuit, that above one- 
tbird of the Covenantors were reported to have fallen; in which 
number, however, must be computed a great many fat burgesses who 
broke their wind in tlie flight, and thus died without stroke of sword.* 

The victors obtained possession of Perth, and obtained considerable 
sums of money, as well as ample supplies of arms and ammunition. 
But those advantages were to be balanced against an almost insur¬ 
mountable inconvenience that uniformly attended a Highland army. 
Tlie clans could be in no respect induced to consider themselves as 
regular soldiers, or to act as such. Even so late as the year 1746 - 8 , 
when tlie Chevalier Charles Edward, by way of making an example, 
caused a soldier to be shot for desertion, too Highlanders, who com¬ 
posed his army, were affected as much by iiirngnalion as by fear. 
They could not conceive any principle of justice upon which a man’s 
life could be taken, for merely going home when it did not suit him 
to remain longer with the army. Such had been toe unifonn prac- 

* Wc choose to quote our authority Ibr a fact so singular“ A great many burgesaca 
were klUed—twenty-flve hoiiseholdcra to St Antews-mony were hurstca In the flight, 
Wd died trithout atrake.''_A'e« Banxis's Itllers, col Il^pagt 9a 
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tiee of thoir fathers. When a battle was orer, the campaign was, in 
the^ opimoQ, ended; if it was lost, they sought ^safety in their moun¬ 
tains—of won, they returned there to secure tfieir booty. At other 
times they had their cattle to look after, and their harvests to sow or 
reap, without which their fajnilieB would have perished for want. In 
^ther case, there was an end of their services for the time 5 and 
tbou^ they were easily enough recalled by the prospect of fresh 
adventures and more plunder, yet the opportnnity of success was, in 
the meantime, lost, and could not afterwards lie recovered. This 
circumstance serves to shew, even if history had not made us ac¬ 
quainted with the same &et, that the Highlasdei's hod never been 
accustomed to moke war with the view of pearmanent conquest, but 
wUy with the hope of deriving temnwary advantage, or deciding 
some immediate quatrel. It also enpains the reason why Montrose, 
with all his splendid successes never obtained any secure or perma¬ 
nent footiag in tlie I.''>wla»ds,tod why even those Lowhind noblemen 
land gentlemen, who wove inclined to tlie-royal cause, sliewod diffi¬ 
dence and reluctance to join an army of a character so desultory and 
ir^ulor, as might lead them at ^ times to apprehend that the 
Highlanders, securing themselves by a retreat to their mountains, 
would leave wliatever Ijowlandere might have joined them to the 
mercy of an offended a.nd predominant enemy. The same considera- 
taon will also serve to account for the sudden ratwches which Montrose 
was obliged to undertake, in order to recruit his army in the moini- 
taina, and for tlie rapid diangos of fortune, by which wc often find 
him obliged to retreat from before those enemies over whom lie luij 
i-ecently been victorious. If there should be any who read tliese 
tales for any farther purpose than that of immediate amusement, they 
will find these remarks not unworthy of their recollection. 

It was owing to such causes, Uie slackness of the Lowland loyalists 
and the temporary desertion of his Highland followers, tJiat Montrose 
found himself^ even irfter tiie decisive victory of Tippermuir, in no 
condition to face the second army ivith.whicli Ai'gyle advanced upon 
him from the westwnard. In this emergency, supplying by velocity 
the want of strength, he moved suddenly from Perth to Dundee, and 
being refused admission into that town, fell northward upon Aber¬ 
deen, where he expected to he joineil by the Gordons .and other loyal¬ 
ists. But the zeal of these gentlemen was, for the time, effectually 
bridled by a large body of Covenanters, commanded by the Lord 
•Burleigh, and supposed to amount to tiuree thousand men. Those 
Montrose boldly attacked with lialf them number. The battle was 
fought under tlie walls of the city, and the resolute valour of Mon¬ 
trose’s followers was again successful against every disadvantage. 

But it was the fate of this great commander always to gain the 
glorj', but seldom to reap the fruits of victoiy. lie liad scarcely time 
to repose his small army in Aberdeen, ere ho found, on the one hand, 
that tlie Gordons wore likely to be deterred from joining him, by the 
reasons we have mentioned, with some others peculiar to their chief, 
the Marquis of Huntly} on the other hand, Argyle, whose forces hail 
been augmented by those of several Lowland nolileinen, advanced 
^wards Montrose at the head of an army much larger than he hatl 



A LiiXiEIO} Of UONTUOSE. 


107 


yet Lad to cope with. These troops moved, indeed, with slowness, 
cori'espouding to the cautious character of their commEmder; but 
oveu that caution rendered Argryle’s approacli formidable, since his 
very advance implied, that ho was at the head of an swmy in'esistibly 
superior. 

Tliere remained one mode of retreat open to Montrose, and he ^ 
adopted it. He threw himself into the Higduands, where he could set* 
piu'suit at defiance, and where he was sure, in everf glen, to recover 
those recruits who had left his staudai’d to deposit their booty in their 
native fatnesses. It was thus that the singulw character of the 
army which Montrose commanded, wliile, on the one hand, it rendered 
his victory in some degree nugatory, enabled Mm, on the other, under 
the most disadvantageous circumstance^ to secure his retreat, recruit 
his forces, and render himself more formidable than ever to the 
<‘nemy, before wlimn lie had lately bedn unable to m^e a stand. . •. 

On tlie present occasion he . threw, himself mto Badeuoch, and ra^ 
pidly traver-sing that district, as well as the neighbouiing country of 
Atholc, he alarmed the Covenanters by successive attacEs upon va¬ 
rious uuexyiccted points, and spread such general dismayi that re¬ 
peated orders were despatched by the Parhameut to Argyle, their 
cominaiider, to engage, and disperse Montrose at all rates. 

These commands from his superiors neither suited the haughty 
spirit, nor the temporizing and cautious policy^Of the nobleman to 
whom they were addressed. He paid, accm'duigly, no regard to 
them, but limited his efforts to intrigues among Montrose’s fewLow- 
liiiul followers, many of whom had become disgusted with the prospect 
of a Highland campaign, which exposed their persons to intolerable 
fatigue, mid left their estates at the Covenanters’ mercy. Accoi'd- 
iiigl.y, several of them left Montrose’s camp at this period. He waa 
Toiu'ed, however, by a body of forces of more congenial spirit, and far 
hotter adapted to the situation in which he found himself. This re¬ 
inforcement consisted of a large body of Iliglilanders, whom Colkitto, 
acspatclied for that purpose, had levied in Argylcshirc. Among the 
most distinguished was John of Moidart, calleu the Captain of Clan 
Ranald, with the Stewarts of Appin, the Clan Gregor, the Clan 
M'lSfab, aud other tribes of inferior distinction. By tliesc means, 
hloiitrose’s army was so formidably Increased, that Argvle cared no 
longer to remain in the command, of that opposed to him, but re¬ 
lumed to Edinburgh, and there tlirew up his commission, under pre¬ 
tence that liis army was not supplied with rcinforceraeuts and provi¬ 
sions in the manner in which they ought to have been. From thence 
the Marquis returned to Iiiveraiw, there, in full security, to govern 
his feudal vassals, and patriai'chal followers, and to repose himself in 
Mifety on the faith of the Chui proverb already quoted—" It is a far 
cry to Imcliow." 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

Such jnotmtftins steep, sodi orasgy Ullls, 

Ills army on one slfle enclose: 

TIic Ollier side, great grlcely glUs 
1)1(1 feaeo with Ibnny mire and moss. 

Whtfib when the Itarl understood, 

He oonnsel ernred of ci^italns all, 

Who hndo sot forth wltli mournful mood, 

And take snidi fortune as would foU. 

tlodden FiM, cm Aucimt Potm. 

MoimiosE had now a splendid career in his Tiewj provided he could 
' oUain the consent t^liis gidlant, Imt desultory troi^s, and their inde¬ 
pendent chieftains. The LowhmdB hej open before him without an 
anny; adequate to check hIs'career: for Argyle’s followers had left 
the Covenanters’ host when their master threw np his commission, 
and many other troops, tired of the war, had token the same oppor¬ 
tunity to disband themselves. By descending Strath-Tay, there: 
one of the most convenient passes from the Highlands, Montrose 
oidy to present himself in the Lowlands, in order to rouse the slum¬ 
bering spirit of chivalry and of i<walty which animated the gentle¬ 
men to the north of the Forth, llie possession of these districts, 
with or vdthout a victory, would give him the command of a wealthy 
and fertile part of the kingdom, and would enable him, by regular 
pay, to place his army on a more permanent footing, to penetrate as 
far as the capital, perhaps from tiicnce to the Border, where he 
deemed it pos.sible to communicate with the yet unsubdueil forces of 
King Charles. 

Such was tlie jdan of operations by which the truest glory was to 
be ac(p™d, and the most important success insured tor the royal 
cause." it dW hot escape the ambitious and daring 

Mirit of him whose services had already acquired him the title of the 
Great Marquis. But other motives oiitnated many of his followers, 
and perhaps wore not without their secret and unacknowledged in¬ 
fluence upon his own feelings. 

The Western Chiefs in Montrose’s army, almost to a man, re¬ 
garded the Marquis of Argyle as the most direct and proper object 
of hostilities. Almost all of them had felt his power; almo.st all, in 
withdrawing their fencible men from their own glens, left tlieir fa¬ 
milies and property eiqposed to his vengeance; all, without excep¬ 
tion, were desu-ous of diminishing his sovereignty; and most of them 
lay so near his territories, that they might reasonably hope to he gra- 

f ed by a share of his spoil. To these Chiefs iJie possession oi In- 
|Aiy and its castle was an event infinite^ more important and tie- 
able than the capture of Edinburgh, 'file latter event coulii only 
brd their clan.smen a little transitory pay or plunder; the fonneV 
jnsnred to tl^e chiefs themselves indemmty for the past, and security 
lor the future. Besides these personal reasons, the l^ers, who fa¬ 
voured this opinion, plausibly urged, that though, at his first descent 


ore, 

hod 
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into tlw; Lowlands, Montrose might be superior to the enemy, yet 
every day’s march he made from the hills must diminish his own 
forces, and expose him to the accumulated superiority of any army 
wliich the Covenanters could collect from the Lowland levies mid 
garrisons. On the other band, 1^ crushing Argyle effectually, he 
would not only permit his present western mends to bring out that 
proportion of their forces which they must otherwise leave at home 
for protection of their families; but farther^ he would draw to bis 
standard several tribes already friendly to his cause, but who were 
prevented from joining him by fear of M'Callum More. 

These arguments, as we have already hinted, found somethiiig 
ruspousive m Montrose's own bosom, not quite consonant with the 
general heroism of Ms chaiweter. The houses of Argyle and Mon¬ 
trose had been, in former times, repeatedly opposed to each otlicr in 
war and in politics, and the superior aavantages acquired by the 
former, had made them tlie subject of and tolike to the neigh- 
boui-ing family, who, conscious of equal desert, had not been so 
richly rewarded. This was not all. The existing heads of these 
rival families had stood hi the most marked opporitiou to each other 
since the commencement of the present troubles. 

Montrose, consdous of the superiority of his talents, and of having 
rendered great service to the Covenanters at the beginning of the 
war, had expected from that party the supereminence of cDuiicii and 
command, which they judged it safer to intrust to the more limited 
faculties, and more extensive power, of his rivdl Argyle. The having 
awarded this ijrcfercnee, was an injmy wliidi Montrose never for¬ 
gave the Covenautei's: and he was still less likely to extend his 
pardon to Argyle, to whom he had been postponed. lie was there¬ 
fore stimulated by every feeling of hatred which could animate a 
fiery temper in a fierce age, to seek for reritogc upon the enemy of 
his house and person; and it is probable that these private motives 
operated not a little upon Ms mind, when he found the principal part 
of his followers determined rather to undertake an expedition against 
the teiTitories of Argyle, than to take the far more decisive step of 
descending at once into the Imwlands. _.. 

Yet whatever temptation Montrose found to carry into effect his 
attack upon ArgylesMre, he could not easily bring himself to re¬ 
nounce the splendid achievement of a descent upon the Lowlands, 
lie held more than one council with the principal Chiefs, combating, 
perhaps, his own secret inclination as well as theirs. He laid before 
tliem the extreme difficulty of marching even a Highland army from 
the eastward into ArgylesMre, through passes scarcely practicable 
for shepherds and deer-stalkers, and over mountains with wMch even 
the clans lying^neareat to them did not pretend to he thoroughly 
acquainted. These difficulties were greatly enhanced by the season 
of tlie year, wliich was now advancing towards December, when the 
mountain-passes, in themselves so difficult, might be expected to be 
rendered utterly impassable by snow-storms. _ These objections 
neither satisfied nor silenced the CMefs, who insisted upon theiv 
nncient mode of making war, by driving the cattle, wMch, accords 
to the Gaelic plirase, ‘%d upon the giuss of their enemy.” The 
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eoEfidl vroi dismissed late at nieht, and wifliont coming to any deci¬ 
sion, excepting that the Chiefe, who supported the opinion that 
Argyle should be invaded, promised to seek out among their fol¬ 
lowers those who might be most capable of undertaking the office of 
guides upon the expedition. 

Montrose had retired to the cabin which served him for a tent, 
and stretched himself upon a bed of dry fern, the only place of 
repose which it aflForded. But he courted sleep in vam, for the 
visions of ambition excluded those of Morpheus. In one moment he 
imagined himself displaying the royal banner fi'om' the reconquered 
Castle of Edinburgh, detacTdng assistance to amonm-ch whose crown 
depended upon his success, and receiving in requital all the advan¬ 
tages and prefepments which could bo heaped upon him whom a 
king delighteth to honour. At another time this dream, splendid as 
it was, faded before the vision of gratified vengeance, and personal 
triumph over a personal enemy. To surprise Argyle in his strong¬ 
hold of Inverary~to crush in him at once the rival of Ids own house 
and the chief support of the Preslwterians—^to shew the Covenantors 
the difference between the preferred Argyle and the postponed 
Montrose^ was a picture too flattering to feudal vengeance to be 
easik rolmquished. 

Wliile belay thus busied with contradictory thoughts and feelings, 
the soldier who stood sentinel upon his quarters announced to flie 
Marquis that two persons desired to speak with his Excellency. 

“Their names?’’ answered Montrose, “and the cause of their 
urgency at such a late hour?" 

On these points, the sentinel, who was one of Colldtto’s Trisliinen, 
could afford his General little information j so that Montrose, wlio at 
such a period durst refuse access to no one, lest he might hiive been 
neglectmg some important intelligence, gave directions, as a neces¬ 
sary precaution, to put the guard under arms, and then prepared to 
receive Ids untimely visitors. His groom of the chambers had .scarce 
lighted a pair of torches, and Montrose himself hail scarce n’sen from 
his couch, when tM'o men entered, one wearing a Lowland dress, ol 
sharaoy leather worn almost to tatters; tlic other a tall upright old 
HigUlapder, of a complexion which might be termed iron-grey, 
wasted and worn by frost and tempest. 

“What may be yom- commands with me, my friends?” said the 
Marquis. Ms hand almost unconsciously seeking the but of one of 
his pistols; for the period, as well as the time of night, warranted 
suspicions which the good mien of Ms visitors was not by any means 
calculated to remove. 

“I pray leave to congratulate you,” said the Lowlauder, “my 
most noble General, and right honourable lord, upon the great 
battles which you have addeved since I had the fortune to be dc- 
taclied from you. It was a pretty aftMr that tuihde at Tippevmuir; 

Bfirertheless, if I might be peimitted to cotmsel- ” 

PPBefore doing so?’ said the Maiquis, “will you be pleased to let 
me know who is so kind as to favour me with Im opiniou?” 

“Truly, my lord,” replied the man, “I should have hoped Unit 
, unnecessary, seeing it is not so long since I took on in your service. 
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under promise of a commission as Mwor, with half a dollar of daily 
pay and half a dollar of arrears; and I am to trust your lordship has 
not forgotten my pay as well as my person ?” 

“ My good friend. Major Dalgetty,” said Montrose, who by this 
time perfectly recollected his man, “yon must consider what im¬ 
portant things have liappened to put my friend’s faces out of my 
memory; besides this imperfect hght; but all conditions shall be 
kept—And what news from Argyleshire, my good M^jor ? We have 
long given you up for lost, and 1 was now preparing to take the most 
signal vengeance upon the old fox who iu^ged flic law of arms in 
yourperson.” 

“ Truly, my noble lord,” said Dalgetty, “1 have no desire that my 
return should put any stop to so proper and becoming an intention; 
verily it is in no shape in the Earl of Argyle’s favour or mercy that 1 
now stand before you, and 1 shall be no intercessor fowhim. But my 
escape is, under Heaven, and the excellent dexterity which, as an old 
and accomplished cavalier, I displayed in effecting the samcj—I say, 
under these, it is owing to the assistance of this old Highlander, 
whom I venture to fecommend to your lordship’s special fovour, as 
the instrument of saving your lordship’s to command, Dugald Dal¬ 
getty of Dnimthwacket. 

“ A thankworthy service,” said the Marquis, gravely, “ which shall 
certainly he requited in the manner it deserves.’’ 

“ Kneel down, Ranald,” said Mmor Dalgetty, (as we must noAV call 
him,) “kneel dowiu and kiss his Excellency’s hand.” 

The prescribed form of acknowledgment not being according to 
the custom of Ranald’s country, he contented himself with folding 
his arms on his bosom, and making a low inclination of his head. 

“This poor-man, my lord,” said Major Dalgetty, continuing his 
speech with a dignif cd air of protection towarda Ranald MacEagh. 
“ has strained all his slender means to defend my person from mine 
enemies, although having no better weapons of a missile sort than 
bows and arrows, whilk your lordship will hardly belifeve.” 

“ You will see a great many such weapons in my camp, ’ said 
Montrose, “ and we find tliem serviceable.” ‘ 

“ Serviceable, my lord I” said Dalget^; “I tnist your lordsbip 
will permit me to be surprised—bou's and aiTows!—1 trust you will 
forgive my recommending the substitution of muskets, the first con¬ 
venient opportunity. But besides defending me, tliis honest High- 
liuider also was at the pains of curing me, in respect that I hod got 
a touch of the wars in my retreat, which merits my best requital in 
this special introduction of him to your lordship’s notice and protec¬ 
tion.’’ 

“ What is youi' name, my friend?” said Montrose, tumiug to tlie 
IligMandcr. 

“It may not be spoken,” answered the mounttunoer. 

“ Tlmt IS to say,” interpreted Miyor Dalgetty, “ he desires to have 


I to flict, for the ndmlrem of archofy It may ho atatod. not only that many of the Hlgh- 
laiidcre In Montroao’s army need these antique missiles, but even In England the bow and 
quiver, once tlio glory of the bold yeomeu of that land, were ocoaslonaUy used during the 
groat ^vU nan. 
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his name concealed, in respect he hath in former days taken a casU& 
slain certain cMldren, and done other things, whuk, as your good 
lordship knows, are often practised in war time, but excite no hena-' 
volence towards the perpetrator in the friends of those who snstaia 
injury. I have known, in my militanr experience, many hrate 
cavauers put to death by the boors, simply for haring ..sed *nilH»lj, 
licence upon the country.” 

“ I unoerstaud,” said Montrose: “ This pei’son is at feud with some 
of our followers. Let him retire to the court of guard, and we will 
tlunk of the best mode of protecting him.” 

“ You hear, Ranald," said Minor Dalgotty, with an air Of superi¬ 
ority, “ his Exeellency wiimes to hold priry council witli me, you must 
go to the court of guard.—He does not know where that is, poor 
fellow!—he is a young soldier for so old a man; I will put him under 
the charge of m sentinel, and return, to your lordship incontinent.” 
lie did so, aiid returned accordingly. 

Montrose’s first inquiry respecred the embassy to Inverary; and 
he listened with attention to Halget^’s reply, notvrithstanding the 
prolixity of the M&yor’s ajaratire. It require an effort from the 
Marquis to maintain Ills attrition; but no one better knew,that 
where information is to be derived from the report of such agents as 
Dalgetty, it can only be obtained by suff'ering them to tell their stori 
in their own way. Accordingly the Marquis^ patience was at length 
rewarded. Among other spoils w'hich the Captain thought himself 
at liberty to take, was a p^ket of Argyle's private papers. .These he 
consigns to the hands of his general; a humour of accounting, 
however, which went no farther, for I do not understand tliat he 
made any mention of the purse of gold which he Iiad appropriated 
at the same time that he made seizure of the papers aforesaid. 
Snatching a torch from the wall, Montrose was in an instant deeply 
engaged in the {lerusal of these documents in wliicli it is probable he 
found Bomctliing to animate his personal resentment against his rival 
Argyle. 

“ Does he not fear me?” said he; “then he shall feel me. Will he 
fire my castle of Murdocli?—Inveraiy shall raise tlie first smoke — 
0 for a guide through the skirts of StratlifiUan! ” 

Whatever might be Dajgetty’s personal conceit, he understood liis 
business sufficiently to guess at Montrose’s moaning. He instantly 
interrupted his own prolix narration of the skii'inish whicli had taken 
place, and the wound he had received in his retreat, and began to 
apeak to tlie point which he saw interested lus General. 

“ If,” said he, “ your Excellency wishes to make an infall into 
Argyl^ire, tliis poor man, Ranald, of whom I told yon, together 
wiwi his children and companions, know every pass into that laud, 
both leading from the east and from the north.” 

“ Indeed!” said Montrose; “what reason have you to believe their 
knowledge so extensive?” 

>! “ So pleaso your Excellency,” answered Dolgetty, “ during the 
weeks that I remained with them for cure of my wound, they were 
Repeatedly obligated to shift tlieir quarters, in respect of Argvle’s 
Repeated attempts to repossess himself of the person of an officer 



113 


wiiO im heBOured-witii jotET EicifeQtacy’B conMfeace; so tlurii I had 
dif admire the siu^ftilar dexteri% and khowiedffe of tlic face 

aivaifdy which they altcraately aehiered tlM®r retreat and 
Pwtdleiicy^B Btai&nd when, at length, I was able to repair tcyrour 
4^dd tee this honest simple creature, B.anaMMamaf^ 

nay*'* ^ths which my steed Qnstavus (which your lordaSip 
*«aafflBl)en trod with perfect safety, so that I e^d to myi^, 
|r itc whase^j^MoOS, spies, or intel%eiiciBni were required.m»Hi|^- 
^wd eampaign in that westran countrvj more expeit pmOhs ihaii he 
and hit attendaots could notpossitdy be desired*^: 

":4Ad^)^;'yoa answer for tiiis man’s MeHty?* said Monkose; 
" whaV^^iM^* o^d condhicm?*’ 

He% an dptlaw and robber by profession, aome^g dso Of a 
homicide or murderer,” answered Dalgetty; "mid by nmne, edled 
llanald MacEagh; wbilk sjgrufifi^.'Ea&ald, rae Sop ox ^ htisf:” 

"I should remember something: that name," s^ Moakose, 
pausing: “ Bid not these CSiildroB of the Mist perpetrate’ somO aot 
of cruelty upon the M’Auhtys?" ' ‘ 

Major Dalffetty mentions the drcumstance of theitukder of flie 
Forester, and Montrose's active memory at ,once recalled all the cir¬ 
cumstances of the feud. .• 

" It is most imlucky,” said Montrose, " titis inexpiable quarrel be^ 
tween those men and thp M‘Auhm. Allan has borne liimMlfhraYi^ 
ill these wars, and possesses, by the wild mystery of his behaviour and 
language, so much influence over the minas oi his countrymen, that 
the cousoquences of disobliging him might be serions. At the same 
time, these men being so capable of rendering useful service, an f 
being, as you say. Major Balgetty, perfectly trust-worthy- ” - 

“ I will pledge my pay and arrears, my horse and arms, my heoq 
and uccIl upon their ndelity,” said the Minor; " and your Exomlency 
knows, that a soldado could s(n' no more for hk own father.” 

" True,” said Montrose ^ “ but as this is a matter of particular 
moment, I would n’iUingly know the gi’ounds of so iiositive an 
assurance.” 

“ Concisely, then, my lord,” said the Mqjor," not only did they dis¬ 
dain toqn oiit by a handsome reward whidi Argyle did me the honour 
to place upon fliis poor head of mine, and not only did they abstain 
from pillaging my personal property, whilk was to an amount that 
would have tempted regular soldiers in any smrvico of Europe; and 
not only did they restore me my horse, whilk your ExceHeni^ knows 
lo be of value, but I could not prevail on them to accept one stiver, 
doit, or maravedi for the trouble and expenses of my sick bed. They 
actually rcfiised my coined money when freely offered,—a tale sel¬ 
dom to be told in a Christian land.” 

“ I admit,” said Montrose, after a moment’s reflection, " that thmr 
conduct towards you is good evidence of their fidelity; hut how to 
secure against the breakmg out of this feud ? ” He pauseA and ^en 
suddenly added," 1 had forgot 1 have suited, while you, M^or, hare 
been travelling by moonlight." 

He called to his atten^ts to fetch a stoup of wine and sow re¬ 
freshments. Mqjor Balgetty, who had the appetite of a cmiTwesokit 
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1)^ heslth, oould not help reiBarh%j that coabe a 
jbis camp were, he was wraid |dfdor Dalgotly had 


“^nr Exeellenoy may tafie your corporal oatJ 
the wofthy M^or, speaking with Ws mouth full; " 
and water are yet stale and mouldy in my recoil; 
they did their best, yet the viands that the Cliildrt 
cured for me, poor holptess creatures a« they w 
IVwiful to my body, that 'jvhen enclosed in my a: 

Aih to leave behind me for expedition's, sake, Ii<.iiKia»ueieni uko 
toe shriveih^ kernel m a nut toat hsto been kept on to a second 
BMowe’en.”. i v 

“ You mpst take the due means'!» repair these losses, Major 

“fnSoth,” answered the soldier, “ 1 shall hardly be able to com- 

fe ^at, unless my arrears are to bo exchanged for present pay; 

protest to your Excellency, that the three stone weight wdiicli 
'lhave lost were simply raised upon the regular accountings of the 
States of Holland.’' 

, ' “ In that case,” said theMarqnifu “ you are only reduced to good 
marching order. As for the pay, let us once have victory—victory. 
Major, andyour wishes, and all our wishes, shall be amply fulfilled. 
Meantime help youraelf to another <aip of wine.” 

“To your Excellency’s health/’ said the Major, filling a cup to the 
brim, to shew the zeal with which he drank tne toast, “ and victory 
wer 1^1 our enemies, and particularly over Argjio! 1 hope lo twitcli 
smother haudfhl from his beard myself.—have had one pluck at it 
already.” 

« Vert true,” answered Montrose; “but to return to these men 
•f pl the Mist. You understand, Dalgetty, tliat their presence here, 
the purpose for which we employ them, is a secret between you 
j:,and,roe?" 

" , Ddighted, as Montrose bad anticipated, with this mark of his 
Ggnerfl’s confidence, the Major laid his hand upon his nose, niftl 
, podded intelligence. 

“ How many may toerc be of Ranald’s followers ?” continued the 
Marquis. 

: “ They are reduced, so far as I know, to some eight or leu men,” 

answOTed Major Dalgetty. “ imd a few women and miildren.” 

“ Where are they now ?" demanded Montrose. 

. “ In a valley, at three miles' distano^" answered the soldier, 
“ awaiting your ExceDemy’s command; I judged it not fit to bring 


^u, juii((cu very weu,- aaia ffiowroBe; "is wouia oe proper 
mey remm they are, or seek some distant place of 
Ik 1 will sendrlhem money, though it is a scarce article with 
fpresent.” 

• 18 quite unnecessary,” said M^'or Dalgetty: “your Excellency 
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hai only to lunt’that t>he M'Aulays are going in that direetioti, and 
ay friends of the Mist Will instantly make volte-faoo, and go to tbt, 
right about." 

" That were i>raioo conrleous,” said the Marquis. “ Better seud 
them a few dollars to pm'chiise them some cattle for the support oi 
the worntm and children." 

" They know how to come by their cattle at a far cheaper rate*’ 
said tboMiyor; “ but let it be m your lixeeUenegr wills,”. ^. 

“ I«t Eanald MacEagh,’’ said Montrose, “ scl^ one dr two Of his 
' followers, men whom be can trust, and who are capable of keeping 
their owh scaet and oui« s thes^ with Sieir dWef for, scoufc-masfev 
general, shall serve for our guides.. Let them be at ffiy tent to¬ 
morrow at daybreak, and see, if possibly tliat they neither guess itt| 
puipose, nor bold any oommmlieatiou witli each other in private.-^ 
lluaoldman, hasheanyelnldreu?” > 

“ They have been killed or^hanged,” anewm^d the Miyor, to the 
number of a round dozen, as I helieve—hut ho hath left one grand¬ 
child, a-smart and hopeful youtli, whom I have noted to ibe nevei 
without a pebble in his plaia-nook; to fling at whatsoever might com! 
in his way; being a symbol, that, like David, who was aecUstotned to 
sling smooth stones taken from the brook, he may afterwards provp 
an adventurous warrior.”, 

“Tliat boy, Major Dalgete" said the Marquis, “I will havd.td 
attend upon my own iierson. I presume ho will have sense enoi^ 
to keep his name secret?” , , ! 

“ Your Excellency need not fear that,” answered Dalgctty •, “ tliese 
Highland imps, from tlie moment they chip the shell-" 

” Well/’ interrupted Montrose, “ that boy shall be pledge for the 
fidelity of his parent, and if he prove Mtliful, the cliild'a pi-efenaiBitt 
shall be his reward.—^And now, Miyor Dalgetty, I will hcehso 
departure for the night; to-monw you will introduce this 
under any name or character ho may please to assume. I presume 
his profession has rendered him sufficiently exjiert in all sort of disi 
guises; or we may admit John of Moidart into our schemes, who has 
sense, practieabihty, and intelligence, and ■will probably 4i®w tliis 
man for a time to be disguised as one of his followers, yOu, 
Major, ray groom of the elmmbers will be yom' quartel'-mftster for 
this evemng.” 

Mi\jor Dalgetty took his leave with a joyful heart, greatly elated 
with the reception he had met witli, and much pleased with the 
personal maimers of his new Gmienil, which, as he explained .at 
great length to Kaiiald MacEogh, reminded him in many ^jcspoeht 
the demeanour of tlie immortal Gustavus Adolphus, the Icon of the 
North, tmd Bulwark of the Protestant Faith. 
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CHATTER XVH. 

Ilia marcb begins In mnu«ryttat(i, . 

And nations onli|B eyes suspcodod wait; 
ertorn famlno gnacdS tho soUtsr/ boast. 

And -wintW battlialdoB tho roalmaof frost, 

Uo comcsif^ior waoti itor ooid, tiia oomse delay. 

Kdottg ilvumn IfMASi. 

Br break of day Moutrose receirod iu bistcabin old MttoEa^h. and 

S uestionod him long and particnlarly as to the means of approacning 
1 C country of Argyle. He made a no^c of his answeps, whicli ha 
compared with those of two of his fuUowms whom he hitroduced as 
the most prudent and experienced. He found Uiem to correspond 
in all respeetfi; but, still unsatisfied whote precaution was so neces¬ 
sary, tticllarquis comiiared the information he had received witii 
that he was ume to collect from the Chiefs who lay most neai‘ to the 
destined bucue of iiirasitm, and being iu all respoutS satisfied of its 
accni'acj, he resolved to proceed in mil reliance upon it. 

In one point Montrose changed Ids mind.* Harmg judged it unfit 
to take tho boy Kenneth into his own service, lest, in ease of his 
birth being discovered, it should be resented as an ofi'enoc by tho 
numerous elans who entertiuned a feudal enmity to tins devoted 
fiunily, he requested the Major to t^e him in attendance upon him¬ 
self ; and as he nccompanied this request with a handsome douceur, 
under pretence of clothing and equipping tho lad, this change was 
agreeable to all parties. 

It was about breakfast-time, when Major Dalgetty, being dis- 
inisscd by Montrose, went in quest of his old acquaintances, Lord 
Mentoith and the M'Aulajs, to whom he longetf to communicate 
his own adventures, as well as to learn from them the particulars of 
tho campaign. It may be imagined he was received with great gleo 
by, men to whom the late uniformity of their military life bad 
rendered any change of society an mterestbg novelty. Allan 
M‘Aiilay alone seemed to recoil from his fonner acquaintance, 
• although, when challenged by Ms brothei’, he could render no other 
reason than a reluctance to lie familiar witli one who hod been so 
lately in tho company of Argyle, mid otlier enemies. Major Dalgetty 
was a little alarmed hy this sort of instinctive consciousness wMch 
AUoii seemed to enteitain respecting the sodety he had been lately 
keeping; bo was soon satisfied, however, tliat tho perceptions of the 
seer in tliis particular w'ero not infallible. 

As ItanoH MacEogh was to be placed under Major Dalgetty’s 
protcqtiffifi and superinteudonce^ it was neces 8 ai 7 he should present 
him to those .persons with whom he was most likely to associate. 
The dress of the old man had, b the meantime, been changed from 
the tai’tan of his clan to a sort clotliing peculiar to the men of the 
iistont Isles, resemhlbg^ Waistepat with sleeves, and a pettiqpat, 
^ made in one piece, dr^ was laced from top to bditom b 
ilMtt, and bore some resemblance to that called Polonaise, still worn 
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elullircn iu Scotland of ifce Iowct rank,. Tho tartan hose and 
inirt completed the drees .vkksh (dd men. of tlic last century 




edme to the Bari of Mar's atMHlm'd in the vecd* ITlfi.. 

Major Dalgetty, keeping Ms eye oo ddlan as he wedee. iatro>( 
ducea Ranald MMEaen under the fi<^ohs haMo of Ranald Mac- 
Oillihuron iu Behbecula, wlip had esOap^ With him tmt of Argyle’s 
riaon. He recommended him as a perWm akmld hi'the arts <n tlie 


cxpontuui, Major Dalgetty staxomered nod hesitated in a vm,f so 
unlike the usual glib ftihrardness of his manner, that he eouhlpot ' 
liare faikd to Itavc given suspidon to Allan M‘Anlay, hadnotihfrt 
person's whole attentio:^ Been engaged in steadily pelrasing the 
features of the persra tlu introduced to him. This steady gaze so 
innch embarrassed Rani^MacRagh, that his hand was beginning 
to sink down towards his ^Iger, in expectation of a hostile assouli, 
when Allan, suddenly crossmg the floor of the hut, extended his 
band to him ih the way ©f ifrietfdly gt^eikig. ThCT down side by 
side, and convensed in a low mysterious trtPe of voice. Menteitn 
and Angus M'Aulny were not surprised at this, for there prevailed 
among Qie Highlanders wlio pretended to the second-sight a sort of. 
fiecmasonry, which generally induced them, upon meeting, to hold 
communication with each otner on the nature aiid extent of their 
visionary experiences. 

“ Does the siglit come gloomy upon your spirits?” said Allan to 
his new acquaintance. 

® As dark os the shadow upon the moon,” replied Ranald, “ when 
she is darkened in her midcourse iu heaven, and prophets foretell of 
evil times.” 

“ Come hither,” said Allan, “ come more this way, I would 
oonvorse with you apart; for men say that in your distant islands 
tho sight is poured forth with more clearness and power than iiiion 
us, who dwell near the Sassenach.” 

While they were plunged into their mystic conference, tho tP'O 
English cavaliers entered the cahiir hi the highest possible spirits, 
and announced to Angus M‘Aulav that orders had been issued f 


all should hoSi' themselves in readiness for on immediate march 
the westward. Having delivered themselves of tlieir news with 
glee, they paid their compliments to foeir old acquaintance: 
Dalgetty, whom they instantly recognized, and inquiry 
health of his chaiwer, Qustavus. . ^ 

“ I humbly thaiik you, gentlemen,” answered t¥e;s|@&r, " (iusta- 
Tus is well, thongh, like Ins master, somewhat bairerlnn thA,i:ibs tlian 
when you offered to relieve me of him at DarnlinviHafeli t]aa‘4 let me 
assure you, that before you have made one or two of tose iflOrches 
which you seem to contemplate with so much satisfaction in pro¬ 
spect, you will leave, my good toights, some of your English 
and probably an English horse or two, behind yoil.” 

Both exclaimed that they cai'ed veiy little wliat they found or what 
they lo^ provided the scene changed from dogging tip and down 
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Augufi and Abord^onahirc, in pursuH of an enemy who would npitUer 
flffht nor run away. . 

" If such be Iho case,” said Angms M‘Aulay, “ Z must gwe tardera 
to my followers, and make provision too for the safe convey^<» of 
Annot Lyle; for an advance into M‘OaUum More’s doantrv virill be a 
farther and fouler road tlian these pinks of Cumbrian knighthood are 
aware of.” So saying, ho left tho csibiu. 

“ Auuot Lyle I ” repeated Dalgetty, “ is site following the cam¬ 
paign?” 

‘“Surely,” replied Sii’ Giles Musgrave, his eye glancing slightly 
from Lora Menteith to Allan M‘Aulay; “we could neither piarch 
nor tight, advance nor retreat^ without the influence of the Princess 
of Harps.” 

“The princess of Broadswords and Targets, I say,” answered liia 
companion; “ for tlie Lady of Montrose herself could not be more 
courieously waited upon; she has four Highland maidens, and as 
many bare-legged giilieB to wait upon her orders." 

And what would you have, gentlemen?” said Allan, tofung sud¬ 
denly from the Ilignlandcr with whom he was in conversation; 
** would you yourselves have left an innocent female, the companion 
of your infancy, to die by violence, or perish by famine? There is 
not, by this time, a roof upon the habitaupn of my fathers—our crops 
have been destroyed, and our calQo have been driven—and you, gen¬ 
tlemen, have to Mass God, that, coming fromamildpr and more civi- 
Jised country, you expose only your own lives in this remoi-seless 
war, without apprehension that yoni’ enemies will visit witli their 
vengeance the ucfeuceless pledges you may have left beliindyou.” 

The Englishmen cordially agreed that they liad the superiority in 
this respe^; aiid the company, now dispersing, went each to his 
several charge or occupation. 

Allan lingered a moment beliind, still questioning tho reluctant 
Banald MacEagh upon a point in his supposed visioiw, by which he 
was greatfr perplexed. “ Repeatedly,”^ he said, “ have I had the 
sight of a Gael, who seemed to plunge his weapon into the htnly of 
MenteUh,—of that young nobleman in the scarlet laced cloak, who 
has just now left the botfy. Bfl by no effort, though I have gazed 
till my eyes were almost fixed in their sockets, can I discover the face 
of tins llighiandcr, or even coiyecturo who he may be,- although Ids 
person and air seem familiar to me.” ^ 

, ■> A spwjlcs of iiiiparltlfin, similar to what the oerman-s call« Double-Ganger, was be- 
llovoa iu by the UolUc tribes, and Is still considered ns on emblem of inlsrortuno or 
death, Mt lUrhe. (see Woto G to Mob Koy,) the minister of Abot&Ui who wiU no doubt 
be able to tell us uioro of the matter sliould he ever come back Horn Falry-l.'iud, gives us 
mefanowtag:— 

" Some men of that exalted sight, either by art or uirture, have told mo tliey have 
seettolbiese tnoctiUgs a double man, or tho shape of some men !n ip-opliicca, that Is, a 
supertemiieiui lUtd a subterranean Inhaldtiint perfectly rcsemblUig one another In oil 
points, wliom he, uotwiUistanding, cotdd easily distingnisli one ficom iiuoUicr by some 
secret tokens mid operatinui, and so go spcitfc to the man his nclghbonr and iiunillar, 
passing by the nppiultion or resemblance of him. They avoncli timl every element and 
tUflferent state of being have anlihals resembling those of another i-tumoiii, as liicreI>o 
Jlabes at SB.V refleinldlng Monks of Into order In all Ibrir booils and drtsHij^po :is file 
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“ Hare you reversed ywif ovm pldd,” seid Eanidd. “ JMSCordiutf ig' 
(he rale or the experienced Seers in such case 
“ I bare,” answered Allan, speaking low, and shuddering as if with 
intoraid agony. , 

“ And in what guisQ did the phantom then appear to you?" s^d 
Ranald. " 

‘fWith his plaid also reversed,” answered Allan, in thp same low 
and conralsed tone. . . 

“ Then be assured,” said Ranald, “ that your own Imd, an4 W®© 
other, will do the deed of which you have witnessed the shadow.” 

“ So has my anxious soul a hundred times surmised,” relied 
Allan. “But it is impossible! Were I to read the record in the 
etornri book of fate, I would declare it impossihle—we ate bound by. 
the ties of blood, and by a hundred lies more intimate—we have 
stood side by side in batflie, and our swords have reeked wiUi the 
blood of the same enemies—^it is impossible I should harm him 1 ” 

“ That you ivill do so,” answered Ranald, “hi certain, though the 
cause be hid in the darkness of &turity. You say,” he continued, 
suppressing his own emotions witli difficulty, “that side by side yen 

liomaii invention of good and bad damans and gnaidian angels ptu tictdarly assigned, is. 
culled by tliom one l^iorawt mistake, springing only ftom tWs orl^aU. Ttiey can tWS 
reflex man a Co-WaUcof, every way like the man, as a twln-brotlior and companion haunt-' 
Ing him as Wa shadow, as is tliat seen and known among men rescmblhig tlic orlglnaU, 
both befnre and after the origlndll is dead, and was also often seen urold to ontM a homU,. 
by which the people knew that the person of that Ukues w.as tu vldt them within 
few days. Tills copy, echo, or living picture, goes at last to his own herd. It acoompa- 
iiicd that person so lung and IbHinently fur cuds best known to its selve, whether to . 
guard liim ftoin the secret assaults of some of Its own (hlks, or only as an sportlhll ape to 
rounlorfeit all his actions,”—K ibkh’s ^fecrct ConimofliceolWi, p. 3.. . - 

The two following apparitions, rcscmbilng the vision of Allan M'Antay in tho test^,,,, 
ocenr In Thcophilus Insulauus, (Ucv. Mr Fraser’s Treatise on the Second Sl(^t, Bela* ' 
tioiis X. and xvll.) 

“ Jiurbara Maepberson, relict of tiio deceased Mr Alexander Maclaiod, late mlnlatet of ‘ 
.‘it KJIdn, iufonned me tins nuttves of ttiat Island had a paiticalar kind of second 
which is mways a forurimner of their approaching end. Some months before they stoksh, , 
Ihpy arc haunted wllli an apparition, rusembllug themsdi'es in all respects as to their 
person, features, or dothiug. This Image, seemingly onimatedi walks with them 
Held in broad dayUght; and if they arc employedln delving, harrowing, seed-sowing, or 
any other oecupatlon, they are at the same time mimicked by Uils ghostly •visitant. > 

iurnrmer added further, tliat having visited a side person of Uie inhabitants, she bad Um 
curiosity to ingnlro of him, if at any thno he bad seen any tcaomblonce of himself ns 
above described; he answered In the afllrmatlve, and told her, that to makefarthes' trial, 
as he was going out of his house of a morning, be put on straw-rojas garters instead of 
those he funnerly used, and having gune to the flelds, bis other self appeared in such gfjr- 
tors. The conclusion was, the sick man died of tliat alUueuL and alia no longer e^es- 
tionedtlic truth of those I’omarknhlopi'csages.” . 

” Margaret MuoLeod, on honest woman advanced in years, inibrmed roe, thalwln^' 
she was a yoimg woman In the fluidly of Grishonilsh, a dairy-maid, who dally n.scdfo'i' 
herd the calves In a park close to the house, observed, at ttlflbrent times, a wom^ 
sembling herself In Blmpe and attire, walking solitarily at no great distance ftom fe,' 
and being surprised nt tbu apparltlun, to make furihcr trial, she put the back paft of 
her upper garment foremost, and anon the phantom was dressed tn the same manner, 
which mode her inieas.v, believing It portended someflital conseqiioncc to hoisolt In a 
short time lliereafter she was acisEcd with a fever, which brought her to her end, pud be- 
Ibre her sickness and 01 ! her diathhed, declared the second sight to several. 
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^or prey like bloodhoundft-4)taT<^ yon nercr seen 
UoMadbiraads turn t^eu fan^^ tig^nst eadi other, ana or^ the 
boiteof a.throttlfid deer?” , . . . « 

. ^Ik is fake 1 ” said M’Aulay, starfiM Up, *‘ ^esp are not the fore- 
botkngs of firte, but the temptation ofsomeevil spirit from the h()t- 
tomkss pit! ” So saying, strode out of tlie cabin. 

“Thou hast jV’ said Se Son of the Mist, looking after him with 
an air of exultation; “the barbed arrow is in thy side! Spirits of 
the slaughtered, rcgoice I soon shall your murderers’ swords be dyed 
in each other’ll Wood." 

On the sueceediog momiugall was prepared, and Monh'oaead- 
Tiuiced by rapid maraies up t£a rirer Tay, ;«nd poured his desultory 
forces into ^ rmnantic vale aromid tae lake of the same name, 
whiWilies at the head of that river. Theinhahitants were Gamp- 
bi^, not indeed the vassals of Argyle, hut of the allied and kimUed 
house of Glenorchy, whieh now bears the name of Breadalbane. 
Being taken by surprise, fliey were totally unprepared for resistance, 
and were compelled to be passive witnesses or the ravages which 
took place among &eir flocks and herds. Adrancmg in this man¬ 
ner to the vaie of Loch DoWiart, and laying waste the country 
around him, Montrose reached the most dimcuu point of his enter¬ 
prise. 

To a modem army, even with the assistance of the good militaiy 
road which now lei& up by Teinedrum to the head of Loch Awe, 
the passage of tiiese extenrive wilds would seem a task of sOme diffi¬ 
culty. But at this period, and for hmg afterwards, there was no rood 
or path whatsoever; and to add to the difficulty, the mountains were 
already covered with snow. It was a sublime scene to look up to 
them, piled in great masses, one upon another, the front rank of 
dazzling whiteness, while those which arose bemnd them eaught a 
rosy tint from the setting of a dear wintey sim. Ban Cmacliaii, 
superior in msgnitnde, and seeming the very dtadel of the Genius 
of the region, rose high above the others, shewing his ghmmoriiig 
and scathed peak to the distance of many miles. 

The followers of Montrose were men not to be daunted by the 
sublime yet terrible prospect before them. Many of them were of 
that aiteieut race of Highlan^rs, who not Only willingly made tlicir 
couch in the snow, but conddered it as effeminate luxury to use a 
snowball for a pillow. Plunder and revenge lay beyond file frozen 
mountains which they beheld, and they did not permit themselves io 
be daunted by the diffleuKy of traversing them. Montrose did not 
ydlow fheir spirits time to subside. He ordered the pipes to play in 
^he van the ancient pibroch entitled, “ Hoggil nmi ho, &c. (tkat is, 
We come through snow-drift to drive tlui prey;) the shrilling sounds 
of whidi had often_ struck ttio vales of the Lennox with terror.* Tito 
troops advanced with the nimble alacrity of mountaineers, and were 
soon involved in the dangerous pass, through wWch Ranald noted as 
their guide, going before them with a select party, to track out the 
way. 

* It Is the famllv roanSi of the 11‘Farlaneii, a warlike ana preaatory clan, who lulmliltca 
the western banks of I^oeh-Lomona See Kote BB, to Waverlev. 
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'Die posrer of man at no time appears more c(«temptible than 
when it is placed in contrast ndth scenes of natural terror and dignity. 
The riotorious army of MmiiTose, whose exploits had struck terror 
into aS Scotlmid, when ascendmg up this termc pass, seemed a coii- 
teit^tSile handml of stragglers, m me act of being deroured by the 
jaws of the moantaia, which appeared ready to dose Upon; them. 
Even Montrose hdf repoitod the boldness of Ins attempt, as he looked 
down from the summit of the first eminence which he idtaiued, upon 
the scattered condition of his small army. The of getting 

forward was so great, that considerable gap began to occur in. the 
line of march, and the distance between &e van, centre, and rear, 
was each moment increased iii a degree equally mcommodions and. 
dai^ierouB. It was with great appehension that Mcmtrose looked 
upon eVBi^ point of advantage which the hill afforded, in dread it 
might be found oocnped by an enemy pepored for defence; and he 
often afterwards was heard to express hisconviction, that had the 
posses of Stra&-f^n been defenwd by two hundred resolute men, 
not only would his pogress have been effectually stopped, but his 
army must hove been in danger of being totally cut om Security, 
however, the bane of many a strong country, and many a fortress, 
betrayeih on this occasion, the district of Argyle to his enemies. The 
invaders had only to contend >vith the natural difficulties of the path, 
and with the snow, which, fortunately, had not fallen in any peat 
quantity. 'The army no sooner reached the summit of the ndgo of 
hiDs dividing Argyleshire from the district of Breadalbane, than they 
rushed down upon the devoted vales beneath them wirii a fury suffi¬ 
ciently exprMsive of the motives wliich had dictated a movement so 
difficult and hazardous. 

Montrose divided his army into three bodi^ in order to produce 
a wider and more extensive teiTor, one of which was commanded by 
the Captain of Clan linnald, one intrusted to the leading of Colkitto, 
and the third remained under his own direction. He was thus 
enabled to penetrate the country of Argyle at three different pointB. 
llosistanee there was none. 'The flight of the shepherds from tho 
lulls had first announced in the peopled districts this formidable 
irruption, and wherever the clansmen were summoned out, they were 
killed, disarmed, and dispersed, by an enemy who hod anticipated 
their motions. Major Dalgetty, who had been sent fonvartl against 
Jnverary witli the few horse of tiie termy that were fit for service, 
managed his matters so well, that he had very nearly surprised 
Argj'lo, as he expressed 0^ inter poetda; and it was only a rapid 
tii^t by water which saved that chief from death or Captivity. 
l>ut the punishment which Argyle himself escaped fell heavily upon 
liis country and clan, and the ravages committed by Montrose on 
that devoted land, although too consistent with the genius of tlio 
country and times, have been repeatedly and justly quoted as a blot 
on his actioiw and character. 

Argyle in tho meantime had fled to Edinburgh, to lay his com¬ 
plaints before the Convention of Estates. To meet the exigence of 
tlie moment, a considerable army was raised under Coneral BailHe, 
a rresbyterinn officer of skill and fidelity, with wliom was joined in 
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covmmi tl«j celebrated Sir Jobu Urric, ft soWi^ of fartmjft lajte 
UjSIffetty, ffbo aad wreidy diaaged sides twice damg the Cml War, 
«nd was aestiiicd to turn iris coat a third tuue tefore it was ended. 
Aairyle also, humin^r wi^ indignatioii,_prooeeded to levy ins own 
ntwaeroas forecs, in order to avenge hiiasdf of hM feudal enemy. 
He established his head-quarters Duab^on, where he was soon 
joined by a considerable forces oonsisting chiefly of Iris own clansmen 
and dependents. Being there joined by Bailne and Urrie, wiwi a 
very considerable army of rc^umr forces, ho prepared to march into 
Argyleshirc, and chastise the invader of Iris patemei territories. 

But Monti'ose, while these two formidable armies were forniing a 
junction had been recalled from that ravaged eountiyty the 
approach of a tliird, coHeoted in tiie north under the Earl of Soa- 
fortk who, after some hesitation, having embraced the side of 
the Covwiantcis, had now, with the assistance of the veteran gwisou 
of Inverness, formed a considerable army, with which he threatened 
Montrose from Invemess-diire. Enclosed in a wasted and unfrien^ 
country, and menace^ on each side by advancing eneiwes of superior 
force, it might have been supposed tliat Montrose’s destruction was 
certain. But these were preobely the circumstances under which 
-the active and enterprising genius of the Great'Marquis was cal¬ 
culated to excite tlio wonder and admiration of his friends, the 
astonishment and teri’or of his enemies. As if by magic, he collected 
his scattered forces from the wasteful occupation in which they had 
been engaged; and scarce were &oy again united, ere Argjle and 
his associate generals were informed, that the, royalists, having 
suddenly disappeared from Argrleshire, had retreated northwards 
among the dusky and impenetrable mountains of Imchaber. 

The sagacity of the geucraJs opposed to Montrose, immediately 
comectured, tkit it was the purpose of their active antagonist 
to nght with, and, if possible,-to destroy Seaforth, ere they could 
come to his assistance. This occasioned a corresponding ch^ge in 
their operations. Leaving this chieftain to make the host delencc 
he could, Urric aiul Baillie again separated their forces from those 
of Argyle; and, having chiefly horse and Lowland t^oop,s under 
their command, they kept the southern side of the Grampian ridge, 
moving along eastward into the county of Angus, resolving from 
thence to proceed into Aberdeenshire, in order to intercept Montrose, 
if he sliould attempt to escape in that direction. 

Argyle, with his own levies and other troops, undertook to follow 
Montrose’s march; so that, in case he sboula come to action cither 
with Seaforth, or with Baillie and Urrie, he might he placed between 
two fires by this third army, wMeh, at a secure distance, was to hang 
upon his rear. 

For lliis purpose, Argyle once more moved towards Inverary, 
having an opportunity, at every step, to deplore the severities wJiicli 
the hostile clans had exercised on his dependents and country. 
Wliatever noble qualities the l-ligblaudefs possessed, and they had 
many, clemency ui treating a hostile countiy; was not of the number; 
but even the ravages of hostile troops combined to swell the number 
Argjle’s followers. It is still a Highland proverb. He whose 
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hoiue in bntiii tniist become a gddloi: and bondreda of the in. 
habitants of those unfortunate hod now no means of main- 
t^umce, sare by exercMnw upon o^ers the severities they had them- 
selree sustained, and no future prospect oS happiness, excepting in 
ilte gmtiheation of revenge. Hfi bands were, therefore, augmented 
liy the very circumstanoes whico bad desolated his cottnti^, and 
Argyle soon found himself at tho head of three thousand determined 
men, distinguished for activity and courage, and command^ by 
gentlemen of hia own name, who yielded to none in, ^ose gu#tie8. 
Under himsOlf, he conferred the prinoii>al command upon Dun. 
can Campbell of Ardenrobr, and another Sir Duhean Campbell 
of AueheubreeV an experienced and veteran soMer, whom be had 
recahod from the wars of Ireland for this purpose. The cold Wirit 
of .Argyle himself, however, clogged tho mlUtary councils of ^ 
more mtrenid assistiints; and it Wim resolved, notwithstanding their 
increased force, to observe the same plan of operations, and to 
follow Montrose cauttonsiy! in whatever direction ne should march, 
avoiding an engagement until an opportunity should occur of falb'ng 
upon his rear, iMe he should be. engaged with another enemy 
in front. 


CHAPTEa xvm. 

ntobracht au nonoIMliu, 
fiobraciiet au DouuU. 

Hobracbet agua S'tneittauli 
Feacbt on Inuerloviiy. 

Xhe -nrar.tnnc of nooalO tli« Black, 

Tbe war-tune of Block nonokt, 

TUe pipes iiud the banner 

Arc up in the rcnclczrous of Inverloebr. 

The military road couuecting tlie cliaiu of forts, as it is called, 
and running in the general lino of the present Caledonian canal, has 
now completely opened the great glen, or chasm, exteudiug almost 
across the whole island, once doubtless filled by the sea, and still 
aftbrding basins for that long line of lakes, by moans of which 
modern art has united the German and Atlantic Oceans. The patlis 
or tracks by which tho natives traversed this extensive valley, were, 
in 1645-6, m the same situation as when they awaked the strain or 
an Irish engineer officer, who had been employed in converting ilicm 
into practicable militai-y roads, and whose eulogium begins, and, for 
iuight 1 know, ends, as follows: 

“ Hail you men bat these roads before Uiey were made, 

Toil would Ji.avo bold op your hands and blcss'd (jenerni Wade." 

But, batl as the ordinary paths were, iVroulrosc avoided them, arid' 
led his army, like a herd of wild deer, irom mountain to mountain, 

1 I'liis lasl character Is Idstorleiu. 
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and from forest to forest, vh&re his enemies'^id learn notWn#^ of 
his molaons, while he acquired tiie most perfect ImpWWge r^pcctogf 
theirs ftom the friendly claiis of Cameron and-at^onae^ whose 
mountainous districts he »iow trav^ed. Strict twdera had 1^ 
given tl^ Argyle’s advance should ho watched, mid thfd all in- 
teDigence respecting his niohbiis dioidd be cotttmunuxiiied instairtJy 
to the Qenerm himself. ■ . v. ' ^ . 

It was a moonlight niglit, and MonfrOtie, wOrn opt by the fatigues 
of the day, was Imd doum to sleep in. a aiisernhle shining. He had 
only slumbered twd hours, when some one touched his shoulder. 
He looked up* ani by the stately fenu and deQ> .voice,, easily 
recqtoislod the Chief of the Camerons. 

“ I have news for yon," said that leader, “ which is w;orth whUe to 
arise and listen to,” 

“M'llduy^ can bring no othm*,” said Montrose, addre^iag the 
CMef by ms p&tronymic title—"" are they owd or IW ? ” 

" As you may take them,” said the Chienabl. 

Are they certain ?* demanded Montrose. 

"Yc«,” answered "or another m^sengcr sliould hare 

brought them. Know &at,* tired with the ta^ ^muosed upon me of 
aceompanyhig that unhapty Dalgetty mid his hahuful of horse, wiio 
detained me for hours on the mardi at tliepaecof aerippletl badgci-, 
1 mads a stretch of four miie|with six of mypeople in the direction 
of InverlochVj and there met with Ian of Cflenroy, who had been 
out for intelligence. Argyle is moving upon Iiiveriochy with three 
thousand diosen men, commanded by the flower of tlie sons of 

IHarmid These are my news—they arc certain—it is for you to 

construe their purport." 

“Their purport must be good,”'answered Montro.se, readily and 
eheerfiilly; “the voice of MTlduy is ever ideasant in the ears of 
Montrose, and most pleasant when it speaks of some brave enterpriiso 
at hand—What are our musters?” 

He then called fur light, aud easily asoertainad that a gre.at part 
of his followers having, os usual, dispersed to secure thdk'liooty, he 
hail not with him aliovo twelve or fourteen hundred men. 

"Not much above a third,” said Monfrose, pausing, “of Argyle’s 
force, and Higldanders opposed to Highlanders—^With tiio blming 
of God upon Bm royal cause, I would not hesitate were tlic odds but 
one to two.” 

“Then do not hesitote,” said Cameron; “for when your trumpets 
iBmll sound to attack M'CaBura More, not a man of these glens will 
remain deaf to the summons. Glengarry—Koppoch—I myself— 
woiild destroy, with fire and sword, the wretch who should remain 
behind under any pretence whatsoever. To-morrow, or the next 
day, shall bo a liay of battle to all who bear the name of M'Douncll 
or'Oameron, whatever be the event.” 

“It is gallantly said, my noble friend,” said Montrose, grasping 
his hand, “and I were worse tlian a coward did I not do justice 
to such followers, by entertaining the most indubitable hopes of 


' Mlilch-Coimel 3Dhn,—the'drscenUantof Illaclc Donald. 
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snccesa. Wo will tara back on,tins M'CaJlum More, wuo follows us 
like 11 raven to devour the relics of our array, shoidd we meet braver 
men who may be uible to break its .strength! Let the dnefa and 
leaders be cafled together as ^taekly as possible v and you, who have 
brought us the first news of ^lis joyful event ,—for such it ahull be, 
—^you, M’Hduy, shall bring it to « joyM issue, by guiding us die 
beat and neared road against our enemy.” . 

“That win I wfllingly doi” said braduy; “if I have shewn,you 
paths by, which to retreat tlurough these dusky wilds, with fer more 
readiness will I teach you how to advance against your • 

A geaieral bustle now .premiled, mid the leatos were everywhere 
startled from the rude conclieB on which diey had soi^ht temporary 
repose. • , 

“ 1 never thonghtj* said Miyor Dalgctty, when sjunmonod up from 
a lumdfcd of .h^ped heather root& “ to have parted firom a bed as 
bard as a staUb iromn with such bad willt bu^ InduMtabh, having 
but one man of militaiy exljerience in hk annf.liis.'Exceflency the 
Marquis may be vindicated in patting him upon hard duty.” , 

So saying, he repaired to the oraiudlj whm!, soti^hEtafidipf his 
pedantry, Montrose, seemed always to; to 1dm with eonsider- 
ablc attention; partly becauto the Majcw really possessed military 
knowledge and cxpcnehcc, and often made suggostiorai which were 
found of advantage, and partly because it rdieyea the General,from 
the necessity of deferring entirely to the opimohof the IligMand 
Chiefs, and gave him additional ground for disputing it when it was 
not agreeable to Ids own. On the present occasion Dalgetty joj-- 
fully acquiesced in the proposal of marclung back and confiontihg’ 
Argyle, which he coraiKu ed to the valiant resolution of the gi*ea.t 
Gustavus, who moved against the Duke of Bavaria, and enriched bis 
troops by too plunder of that fertile eountrj-, altoough menaced from 
toe northward by toe largo army which wsuleusteiu had assembled 
in Bohemia. 

The Cluofs of Glcng-.w^, Kei»poch, and ^Lochiel, whose dansj: 
equal in courage and militaiyfomo to any in toe Higlilands, lay 
wlthiutoc neighbourhood of the scene of action, despatched the fleyjr 
cross through toeir vassals, to summon every one who could boar ams 
to meet tlie King’s lieutenant, and to jom toe standards of toeir 
rciipective Chiefs as they marched towards Inveiiochy. As the order 
was emphatically given, it was speedily and Avillingly obeyed. Their 
naturallove of war, toeir zeal for toe’niyal causcr-rfor tocy viewed 
the King in toe light of a chief whom liLj clansmen had ^sserted,^ 
as well as their implicit obedience to ihefr own patrimeU, drew in to 
Montrose’s army not only oil in the neighbounwod who were able 
to boar arms, but some who, in age at least, might Iiave been esteem¬ 
ed ijost too use of them. During toe next day’s march, wMdi, being 
directed straight tbrovmh the mountains of Lodiaber, was unsus^ 
pected toe enemy, hfi forces were augmented by handfuls of men 
issuing from each glen, and ranging the^elyes under the banners 
of their respertive Chiefs. This was a ciroamstauoo highly mroirit- 
ing to toe rest of the army, who, by the tone they approaribied the 
enemy, found their strei^th increased considerably more toaa 
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oni^fourth, as teid been lyropbesicd by ibo Tfllinnt lender of the 
Oametous. , ^ 

"While Montroso txccutetl this coniiter-raHrch, Arjnlehadj^ me 
of Ills jcrnllant army, advfBKjetl itp the aimlhei'u swle of J joch-BU| 
jand remdicd tho rircr Loehy, 'whieh comhines that lake wiiJi Lorai- 
Lochy. The ancient Oastle of Invorlocby, onee, as it h said, a royal 
Ibrtress. and still, although dismantled, a place of some stron^h 
and coiuidcration, offered conTenient h^-quarters^ and there iTas 
mnple room for Argyle’a army to encamp around hun in the valloy, 
where ihe Lochy joins lio^Eil. Several barges had atteudetl. 
loaded with provisions, so that tjiey were in every respect as well 
acemnmodMed as such an ilTUi^ Wished or expected to he. Argyle, 
in counefi with Aaefaenhreck and Ardenvohr, e^ressed his foil 
confidence that Monteose was now on the brink of destmetiDn; that 
likkoops most ffraduanr diminish as he moved eastward 
anch nncQtdih pawjs; that If he went westward} he must encounter 
tJrrie a^ Baallie; if northward} fall into the hands of Seaforthj or 
should he choose miy htjitiuf-^lace, he wduld expose himself to be 
attacked by three arthies at onee. 

“1 cannot rejoice fe ihie .prospect, my lord,” inid Ahehenbrcck, 
“ that James Qrahame will be erpshed with little assistance of oura. 
He has Mt a heavy account in Argyleshire against him, fthd I long 
to re^on witli him drop of blood for drop of blood. I love not tho 
payment of Sttch debts by third hands." 

“You are too scrupulons,” said Argyle; “what signifies it by 
whose hands tim Mood of the Graharaes is spilt? It is time that of 
the sons of Diarmid should cease to flow.—What say you, Ardcn« 
vohr?" 


“ I sdy, my lord,” replied Sir Dunram} “that I think Auchenbreok 
■will he gratified, and will himself have a personal opportunity of 
settling accounts with Monti’ose for his depredations, llcports Have 
reached our outposts that the Camerons are assembling their full 
strength on the skirts of Ben-Nevis; this must'be to join the advance 
of Montrose, and not to cover his retreat.” 

“It must be some scheme of harassing and depredation,” said 
Argylc, “ devised by the Invetmate malignity of MTOuy, which he 
terms loyalty. They can intend no more than an attack on our out¬ 
posts, OT some auUoyattce to to-morrow's march.” 

“I have sent out scouts,” said Sir Duncan, “in every direction, to 
procure intel%enoe; and wc must soon hear whether they really do 
assemble any force, upon what point, or with what purpose.” 

»It was late ere any tidings wei c received j but when the moon had 
arisen, a considerable bustle in the camp, ond a noise immediate^ 
after heard in the castle, announced the arrival of important iutcT- 
Hgenoe. Of tho scouts first dispersed by Ardenvohr, some had re- 
tmmed witiiont being able to collect any tiling, save uncertain 
rmnours concerning movements in the country of the Camerons. It 
seemed as if tile skirts of Ben-Kevis were sending forth those unao- 
countahle and portentous sounds with whidh they somethnes aunounoe 
the near approach of a storm. Others, vdiose zeal dSrried them 
farther np<m thrir mission, were entrapped and tiain, or mode pri- 



A LMlISlfl} 07 MORTnOFIB. 


m 

ooboTB, by the inbabita&ts of fbe fft^itnosBcs into vliioh tiu>y endpn- 
Tonrod to penetrate. At length, on the rapid adranee of MontiOK'a 
army, his advanced guard ana the outposfai of Atgyle became awai-e 
of each olher'a piewnee, aud.after exchanging a few itmsiet-shots 
and arrows, fell l)ack to their respective main bodies, to oonrey in^ 
teHigenoe and receive orders. 

Sir Dimcan Campbell, and Aachenbreck, instantly threw ihetu- 
solves on horseback, in order to visit tlie stale of the outpost®; and 
Argyle mdintainod his cliatactor of commander.in-chief wtth reputa- 
tioa, hy making a respectahle arrangement of bis forces in (he plain, 
as it Was evident that they might now expect a nigiit alarm, or an 
iittack In ^ morning at Farthest. Montrose had kept his forees so 
rautioualy within the defiles of &e monniaiin that no effort which 
Anehenbrfeck or Ardenvohr thomrht it prtideni th attempt, ebnld 
nscertun his probable strength. They Were awart9j heWethrj thUi At 
the utmost contpdtaihm, it must be inferior to &dr bWn, And tln^ 
returned to Argyle to inform hM'of the aandniit^^ their Obsm'a- 
tions; but that noldt^an refUsed to believe that JppilgdS'e cduld be 
in presence himself. He said, “It was a nnidnai^ bf which even 
James Otaham^ in his height of presdihpinbus hren:^, was Ihea- 
pahle; andhe dbhnted not that (heir march was only impeded by their 
andolK.enemies, GHehco, Keppodi, and GlehgmTy; end perhaps 
M'Vodrigh, with, hit MTliersoue might havA assembled a-force 
which he knew must he greatly inferiet in- nhffihers to his own, and 
whom, therefore, he doubted not to disperse by force, or by terms Of 
eapjtuktioh.” *• , ' * 

The spirits of Argyle's follbwera were Highj breathing veitgeanco 
for the disasters which their countiT had so lately undergone; aiid 
the night passed in anxious hopes that the morning m^ht dawn 
upon their vengeance. The outposts of eifter .array kept a eareftil 
■watch, and the soldiert of Argyle slept in the order of battle -whidi 
they were nest dby to occupy. 

A pale dawn had scarce begun to tinge the tops of these immense 
mountains,-when the leaders of both armies prepared for the business 
of the dayi It was the second of February, 1046-6; The dtansnien 
of Argyle were arranged in two lines, not fer from tlie angle be¬ 
tween the river and the lake, and made an appearance equally resb. 
lute and formidable. Auchonbreek wotdd wilhngly have commenced 
the battle by an attack on (he outposts of the enemy, hut Argjde, 
with more cautious policy, preferred receiving to making the onset. 
Signals were soon heard, that they would notion wait for it in vain. 
The Campbells could distmguish, in the gorge of the mountaihis, thb 
war-tunes of various dans as they advanced to the onset. That bf 
the Cainerom, which bears the ominous ■words, addressed to the 
wolves and ravens, “ Come to me, and I will give you ,fie.sh,” was 
lou% re-echoed from their native glens. In the language of the 
TTi gHiMid bards, the war voice of Glengarry was not silent; and ihb 
^tmeringtunbs of other tribes could be plomly distinguished,_ as they 
Buccessimy came up to the extremity of the passes mna which they 
were to descend into the plain, 

Ton see,” said Argyle to his kitummi, “iitje as I said, We nave 
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oalv So deal with oar aeighfeoure 5 James GraliwS*© not ■reatatod 
IQ Mftw u 8 ^ banner.” 

' iit this moment tiiere resounded from the gorge of the ])MS a urmy 
Nourish of trampets, in that note with which it war the ancient Scot¬ 
tish fashion to salnte the roj’ol standara. _ ' 

. **You may hoar, my lord, from yonder smnal,” smd Sir Duncan 
Campbell “ that he who pretends to be the Kingr’s Lieutenntot, must 
be in person amoagr these men.” 

“And has probably horse with him,” said Audienbroidi, “Whidi I 
coidd not haTc anticipated. But shall we look pale for that, my lord, 
w'heu we have foes to fight, and wrongs to reveiw?” 

Argylo was silent; and looked' upon ms anU, which hung in a sash, 
owing to a fill wfaiGn he had snstamed in a preceding march. 

“ It is true," interrupted Ardenvohr, eagerly, * my Lord of Argylo, 
you are disabled from usfeig mtber sword or pistol; yon must I'ctire 
on boaa-d the galleya—your life is m-edous to us as ahead—your 
Imnd cannot be uscmil to us os a soloior." ^ 

“No,” said Argyle, pride contending with irresolution, “it shiill 
never be said that 1 fied before Montrose; if 1 cannot figh^ I will at 
least die in the midst of my childmi.” 

Several other principal Chiefs of the Campbells, with one voice 
conjured and obtested their Chieftain to leave them for tliat day to 
the leading of Ardenvohr and Auchenbreck, aiid to bdiold the con¬ 
flict from a distance and in safety_We dare not stigmatise Argyle 

with poltroonery 5 for, though his life was marked by no action of 
bravery, yet he behaved witii so^murli composure and dignity in the 
final and closing scene, that his conduct upon the present and similar 
occasions, should be rather imputed to indecision titan to want of 
courage. But w'hen the small still voice within a man’s own breast, 
which tells liim that Ids life is of consequence to himself, is seconded 
by that of nurahers around him, who assure him that it is of equal 
advantage to the public, history affords many examples of men more 
habituafly daring than Argyle, who have consulted self-preservation 
when the temptations to it w'ere so powerfully increased. 

“ See him on board, if you will. Sir Duncan,” said Auehenbreck in 
his kinsman. “ It must be my duty to prevent this spirit from spread¬ 
ing farthca'among us.” 

So saying, he threw himself among the ranks, entreating, com¬ 
manding, and conjuring the soldiers, to remember their ancient lame 
and their present superiority 5 the wrongs they had to revenge, if 
Buccessfnl, and the fate they had to drcM, if vanquished; ana im¬ 
parting to every bosom a portion of the fire which glowed in his 
own. Slowly, meanwhile, and apparently with reluctance, Argyle 
suffered himself to bo forced by his officious kinsmen to the verge 
of the lake, and ivas transported on board of a g^oy, from the 
deck of which he surveyed with more safety than credit the scene 
which ensued. 

Sir Duncan Campbell of Ardenvohr, notwithstanding the urgency 
of tile occasion, stood with his eyes nreted o%the boat which bore 
his Chieftain fi'om the field of battle. There were feelings in his 
am n,ii <.ouid not be expressed; for the charaSeg of A CSKef 
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was tliatof a fatlier, and the heart of a clansman durst not dwell 
upon his failings with critical severity as upon those of other men. 
Argyle, too, harsh and severe to others, was generous and liberd 
among his kinsmen, and the noble heart of ^dcnvohr was wrung 
with bitter ang^sh when h(f reflected to what interpretation his pre¬ 
sent conduct might subject him. 

“ It is better it should be so,” said he to himself, devouiTug his 

own emotion: "but-of his line of a hundred sires, I know not 

one who would have retired while tlie banner of Diarmid waved in 
the wind, in the face of its most inveterate foes! ” 

A loud shout now compelled him to turn, and to hasten with all 
despatch to his post, which was on the right flank of Argyle’s little 
array. 

The retreat of Argj lc had not passed imobserved by his watchM 
enemy, who, occupying the superior ground, could mark every cir¬ 
cumstance which passed below. The movement of three or four 
horsemen to the rear shewed tliat those w'ho retreated were men of 
rank. 

“They are going,” said Dalgetty, “to put their horses out of 
danger, like prudent cavaliers. Yonder goes Sir Duncan Campbell, 
riding a brown bay gelding, which I had marked for my own second 
charger.” 

“You ai'e WTong, Major,” Said Montrose, with a bitter smile, 
“ they arc saving their precious chief.—Give the signal for assault 
instantly—scud the word tlirough the ranks.—Gentlemen, noble 
Chiefs, Glengarry, Iveppoch, M‘Vourigh, upon them instantly!— 
Hide to MTlduv, Major Dalgetty, and tell them to charge as he- 
loves Lochaher—I'oturn and Iwing our handful of horse to my stand¬ 
ard. They shaU be placed with uie Lisb as a reserve.” 


CHAPTER XIX. 

As nicfts a rock a waves, so Tiiisfkil met Loclilin. 

'I’nr. trumpets and bagpipes, those clamorous harbingers of blood 
.•iiul death, at once united in tiic signal for onset, which was replied 
to by the cry of more than two thousand warriors, and the echoes of 
llio mouniain glens beliind them. Divided into three bodieSj or 
fol 111 nils, the Highland followers of hlontrose poured from the defiles 
n liieh had hitherto concealed them from then' enemies, and rushed 
with llic utmost doterminatioii upon the Campbells, who waited their 
charge with the greatest firmness. Behind these charging columns 
marched in line the Irisli, luider Colkitto, intended to form tlic re¬ 
serve. With them was the royal standard, and Montrose himself; 
and oil the flanks were about fifty horse, under Dalgettyij.which by 
wonderful e.\ertions had been kept in some sort fit for service. 

The right cohmiii of Royalists was Jed liy Oletigany, tlic left by 
Lochiul, and the centre by tlic Earl of Meuteith, who preferred fight¬ 
ing on foot in a lligWanu dress to remaming with the cavalry. 

K 
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The Highlftnders poured on Tfritli the proverbial fury of their coun¬ 
try, firing their guns and discharging their aiTOVPs, at a little distance 
from the enemy, who received the assault with the most determined 
gallantry. Better provided iviih musketry than their enemies, 
stationary also, and therefore taking thd more decisive aim, the fire 
of Argyle’s followers waiS more destructive than that wiiich they 
sustained. The royal clans, perceiving this, nisheij to close quar¬ 
ters, and succeeded on two poiuts in throwing their oucniics into 
^sol der. With regular troops this must have achieved a victory; 
but here Highlanders were opposed to Iliglilaiiders, and the nature 
of the weapons, as well as the agility of those who wielded them, 
was ei^ual on both sides. 

Their strife was accordingly desperate; and the clash of the 
swords and axes, as they encoimterea eacli other, or rung upon the 
targets, was mingled with the short, wfld, animating sinielcs with 
which Highlanders accompany the battle, the dance, or indeed violent 
exertion of any kind. Many of the foe.s opposed were personally 
acquainted, and sought to match themselves with each other from 
motives of hatffed, or a more generous emulation of valour. Neither 
party would retreat an inch, while the plitce of those who foil (and 
they fell fast on both sides) was eagerly suiqdied by others, who 
thronged to the front of danger. A steam, like that wluch_ arises 
from a soethiug cauldron, rose into the thin, cold, frostv air, aiul 
hovered above the combatants. 

So stood the fight on the right and the centre, with no immediate 
consequence, except mutual wounds and death. 

On the right of the Canqibells, the Knight of Ardenvohr obtained 
some advantage, through his military skill and by strength of num¬ 
bers. Ho had moved forwai'd obliquely the extreme flank of liia 
line at the instant the Royalists were about to close, so that tliey sus¬ 
tained a fire at once on front and in flank, and, despite the utmost 
ctforts of tlieir loadei', were thrown into some confusion. At (.his 
instant, Sii- Duncan Campbell gave the word to charge, and thus un¬ 
expectedly made the attack at the very moiiiciit he seeined about to 
receive it. Such a change of circumstances is always discouraging, 
and oficn fatal. But the disorder wius i-omcdicd by the advance of 
the Irish reserve, whose heavy and sustained tiro coinpellcd the 
Knight of Ardenvohr to forego his lulvantagc, and content himself 
with repulsing the enemy. 'J'he Marquis of Montrose, in the mean¬ 
while, availing himself of .some scattered birch trees, as well as of 
the smoke produced^ by the close, fire of the Irish musketry, which 
concealed tlic operation, called upon Dalgetty to follow him with the 
horse, and wheeluig roimd so as to gain tJic fight flank and even the 
rear of the enemy, he commanded his six trumpets to sound tJie 
charge. The clang of the cavalry trumpets, and the noise of the 
galloping of the horse, produced an cfFect iqion Argylc’s right m'ng 
whicii no other soimds could have imjirossed them with. The moun¬ 
taineers of that period h.ad a superstitious th-ead of tlic war-horec, 
like that entertained by the I’enivians, and had many strange ideas 
respecting the manner in which that animal was trained to combat. 
When therefore they found tlieir ranks unexpectedly broken, and 
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that the objects of their greatest terror were suddenly in the midst 
of them, the i)anic, in spite of Sir Duncan’s attempts to stop it, be¬ 
came universal. Indeed, the ti^ire of Msgor Dalgetly alone, sheatbed 
in impenetrable armour, and making liis hor.so caracole and bound, 
BO as to give weight to every blow which he struck, would have been 
a novelty in itself sufficient to terrify those who had never seen any 
thing more nearly i-esembling such a cwalier, than a s?i.eUy waddling 
under a Highlander fiir bigger than itself. The repulsed Iloyalists 
returned to the charge; the Irish, keeping their fanks, inaintiuucdji 
Arc equally clo.se ana destructive. There was no sustaining the fight 
longer. Argyle’s followers began to break and fly, most towards the 
lake, the remainder in diflerent directions. The defeat of the right 
wing, of itself decisive, was rendered irreiiarable by tlie death of 
Aucbenbreck, who ffcll while endeavouring to restore order. 

Tlic Knight of Ardenvohr^ yith two or three hundred men, all 
gentlemen of descent and distinguished gallantry,—4br the Oamp- 
oells arc suimosed to have had more geutlemcn in their ranks than 
any of the Iiighlaiid clans,—endeavoured, with unavailing heroism, 
to cover the tuiriultuary retreat of the common file. Their resolu¬ 
tion only proved fatal to_themselves, as they were charged again and 
again by fresli adversaries, and forced to separate from caeli other, 
until ill length tlioir aim seemed only to bo to purellhso an honour¬ 
able ilealli by resisting to the veiy last. 

“ Good quarter, Sir Uunean,” called out Major Dalgetty, when he 
discovered his late host, with one or two others, defending hiuisolf 
agiiinst several Highlanders; and, to enforce his ofler, lie rode up to 
him with his sword uplifted. 8ir Duncan’s reply was ihe discharge 
of a reserved pistol, which took eflect not on the person of the rider, 
Imt on that of his gallant horse, wliicb, shot through the lieart, fell 
dead under him. Jtaiiald MacHngh, who was one of those who had 
been ]ivcr-sing Kir Duncan bard, took the op])ortunily to cut him 
down with his broadsword, as lie turned fi’oiii liim in the act of firing 
the iiistol. 

Allan M'Aulay cjiiue up at this nionioiit. Tliey were, c.xeejiliiig 
Ranald, followers of his brother who were engaged on that part of 
tlie field. “Villains!” ho said, “whicli of you has dared to do this, 
when it was my positive order that the Knight of Avdenvohr should 
he taken alive V” 

llalf-a-dozcn of busy hands, which were einuhmsiy employed in 
plundering the fallen knight, whose arms and aeeoutreiuents were of 
a inagniiieoncc befitting his quality, instantly forebore the occupa¬ 
tion, .and half the number of voices exculpated themselves, by laying 
the hlatne on the Skvcnuin, as they called ilanold MacEagh. 

“ Dog of an Islander 1” said Allan, forgetting, in his wrath, their 
prophetic brotlierhood, “follow the chase, and liai’m him no fiu ther, 
unless you mean to die by iiiy hand.” They were at (his moment 
loft almost alone; for Allan’s threats liad forced his own claii from 
tile f.pot, and all around had pressed onwards towards tlie lake, car¬ 
rying before them noise, tcrroi-, and confusion, and leaving behind 
only the dead and dying. The inomeut was templing’ lo MacEugh’s 
vengeful s|>irit.—Th.it 1 slamld die by yoiir J'.ii.il. i"'.': " ■ i( f; nilh 
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the blood of my kindred,” said he, answering the threat of Allan in 
atone as menacing as his oivn, “is not more likely than that you 
shonld fall by mine.” With that, ho struck at M‘Aulay with such 
unexpected readiness, that he had scarce time to intercept the blow 
with his target. 

“ Villain!” said Allan, in astonishment, “ what means this ?” 
“lam Ranald of the Mist!” answered the Islc.sman, repeating 
the blow; and with that word, they engaged in close and furious 
conflict. It seemed to be decreed, that in Allan M‘_Aulay had arisen 
the avenger of his mother’s wrongs upon this wild tribe, as was 
proved by the issue of the present as well as of former combats. 
After exenanging a few blows, Ranald MacEagh was prostrated by 

id. 

rd 

of the weajioh was stnick up by a ^lird party, who suddenly inter- 

E osed. This was no other than Maior Dalgetty, who, stnnned by the 
ill, and encumbered by the dead body of his horse, had now recovered 
his legs and his understanding. “ Hold up your sword,” said ho to 
M'AuIay, “ and prejudice this person no farther, in respect that he is 
Jierc in' my snfe.-conduct, and in his Excellency’s service; and in 
regard that no honourable cavalier is at liberty, by tlie law martial, 
to avenge his *owu private injuries, flagratUe bello, multo majits 
Jlagrante prcelio.” 

“ Foolr’ said Allan, “stand aside, and dare not to come between 
the tiger and his prey! ” 

But, far from quitting Lis point, Dalgetty stept aci’oss the fallen 
body of MacEagh, and gave Allan to understand, tliat if he called 
himself a tiger, he was likely, at present, to find a lion in his patli. 
There required no more than the gesture and tone of defiance to 
turn the whole rage of the military S^eer against the person who was 
opposing the course of his vengeance, and blows were instantly ex¬ 
changed ndthout farther ceremony. 

The strife betwixt Alhiu and MacEagh had been unnoticed by the 
stragglers around, for the penson of the latter was known to few of 
Montrose’s followers; but the scuffle betwixt Dalgetty and him, botli 
80 wcU known, attracted instant attention; and fortunately, among 
others, that of Monti'ose himself, who had come for the purpose of 
gathering together his small body of hor.se, and following tlie pursuit 
down Loch-Eil. Aware of the fatal consequences of dissension in 
liis little army, he pushed his horse up to the spot, and seeing Mac- 
Ea^rh on the ground, and Dalgetty in the attitude of protectmg him 
against M'AuJay, his quick apprehension instantly caught Uie cause 
of quarrel, and as instantly devised means to .stop it. “ For shame/’ 
he said, “gentlemen cavalici's, brawling together in so glorious a field 
of victory! Are you mad ? Or are you intoxicated with the glory 
which you have both this day gained ? ” 

“ It is not my fault, so ideasc your Excellency,” said Dalgettr. 
“ I have been known a bonus socius, a bon eataaratlo, in au the 
services of Europe; but lie that touches a man under my safe- 
gnard- 
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“ And ho,” said Allaii, speaking at the same time, “ who dares to 
bar the com sc of my just vengeance- ” 

“For shame, gentlemenagain repeated Montrose; “I have 
other business for you both,—^business of deeper importance than 
any private quarrel, w'hich you may easily find a more fitting time k) 
settle. For you, Major Umgetty, kneel down.” 

“ Kneel! ” said Dsdgetty; “ 1 have not learned to obey that word 
of command, saving when it is given from the pulpit. In the 
Swedish discipline, the front rank do mdeed kneel, but only when 
the regiment is drawn up six file deep.” 

“ Nevertheles.s,” repented Montrose ,—“ kneel down, in the name 
of King Charles and of his representative.” 

When Dalgetty reluctantly obeyetl, Montrose struck him lightly 
on the neck withithe flat of his sword, saying,—“ In rewai'd of the 
gallant service of tliis day, and in the name and authority of our 
Sovereign, King Charles, I dub thee knight; bo brave, loyal, and 
fortunate. And now, Sir Dugald Dalgetty, to your duty. Collect 
what horsemen you can, and pursue such of the enemy as are flying 
down the side oi the lake. Do not disperse your force, nor venture 
too far; but take heed to prevent their rallying, which very little 
exertion may do. Mount, tlien. Sir Dugald, and do your duty.” 

“ But what shall I mount ? ” said tlie new-made chevalier. “ Poor 
Gustavus sleeps in the bed of honour, like his immortal namesake! 
and I am made a knight, a rider,' as the High Dutch hare it, just 
when I have not a horse left to ride upon.” 

“ 'J’hat shall not be said,” answered Montrose, dismounting; “ 1 
make you a present of my own, which has been thought a good one; 
only, I pray you, resume the duty you discharge so well.” 

With many acknowledgments. Sir Dugald mounted the steed so 
liberally bestowed upon him; and only beseeching his Excellency to 
remember that MacEagh was under his safe-conduct, immediately 
Imgnn to execute the orders assigned to him, with great zeal and 
alacrity. 

“ And you, Allan M'Aulay,” said Montro.se, addressing the High- 
huider, who, leaning his sword-point on the ground, had regai'ded 
the ceremony of diis antagonist’s knighthood with a sneer of sullen 
scorn,—“ you, who are superior to the ordinary men led by the paltry 
motives of plunder, and pay, and personal distinction,— yon, whose 
deep knowledge renders you so valuable a counsellor,—is it ymc 
whom I find striving with a man like Dalgetty, for the privilege of 
trampling the remains of life out of so contemptible an enemy as 
lies there ? Come, my friend, I have other work for you. This 
victory, skilfully improved, shall win Seaforth to our party. It is 
not disloyalty, but despair of the good cause, tliat has induced him to 
take arms against us. These arms, in this moment of better augury, 
he may be urought to unite witli ours. I shall send my gallant 
friend. Colonel Hay, to him, from this very field of battle; but he 
must be imited iu commission with a Highland gentlemon of rank, 

» In Gcrm.TO, as In Lattn, the original meaning of the wora Bitter, corresponding to 
is merely a horscmiui. 
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befitting that of SeafortIi,.and of talents and of influence such as ma; 
make an impression upon him. You are not only in every respeM 
the fittest for this most importaut mission, but, havme: no immediate 
command, your presence may be more easily spared tiuiu that of a 
Chief whose following is in the field. You know every pass and glen 
in the Highlands, as well as the manners and customs of every tribe. 
Go therefore to Ihiy, on the right wing; he has instructions, and 
expects you. You will find him with Glenmorrison’s men; be his 
guide, his interpreter, and'his colleague.” 

Allan M‘Aulay hent on the Marqu^ a dark and penetrating glance, 
as if to ascertain whether this sudden mission was not conferred for 
some latent and uncxphiined purpose. But Montrose, skilful in 
seardiing the motives of others, was an equal adept in concealing his 
own. He considered it as of the last consequence, in this moment of 
enthusiasm and exalted passion, to remove Allan from the camp for 
a few d^s. that he might provide, as his honour required, for the 
safety of those who had acted as his guides, whm he trusted the 
Seers quarrel with Dalgetty miglit be easfly made up. Allan, at 
parting, only recommended to the Marquis the care of Sir Duucan 
Campbell, whom Montrose instantly directed to be conveyed to a 
place of safety. Ho took the same precaution for MacEagh, com¬ 
mitting the latter, however, to a party of the Irish, with directions 
t^ he should be taken care of, but that no Highlander, of any dan, 
should have access to him. 

The Marquis then mounted a led horse, wliich was held by one of 
ms attendants, and rode on to view the scene of his victory, which 
was more decisive tliaii even his ardent hopes had anticipated. Of 
Argyle’s gaUant army of three tliousaiid men, fully oiic-half fell in 
tn» battle, or in the flight. They had been diiofly driven hack upon 
that part of tiie plain where the river forms an angle with the lake, 
so that there was no free opening either for retreat or escape. 
Severdl hundi-eds were forced into the Jake and drowned. Of the 
survivor^ about one-half escaped by swimming the river, or by an 
early flight dong the left bank of the lake. Tlic remainder threw 
themselves _ kito the old Castle of Inverlochy; but being without 
either provisions or hopes of relief, they were obli^d to surrender, 
on condition of being sufiered to return to their homes in peace. 
Arms, ammunition, standards, and baggage, all became the prey of 
tho coiiquei'ors. 

This was the greatest disaster that ever befell the race of Diarmid, 
as the Campbells were called iu the Highlands; it being geucrally 
remarked that they were as fortunate in the issue of their mulertak- 
ings, as they wei e .sagacious in planning, and courageous in exe¬ 
cuting them. Of the number slam, nearfy five huudriKl were dunni- 
wassels, or gentlemen claiming descent from known and respected 
houses. And, in the opinion of many of the cion, even this hcai'y loss 
was exceeded by tlie disgrace arising from the inglorious conduct of 
thoir elHcf, who.so galley weighed anchor when the day was lost, and 
sailed uovto tho lake with air the speed to which sails and oars could 
impel her. , 
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OHAPTEK XX. 

FWnt me din of battle bray’d, 

Diitant down the bdlotr trlml; 

War nod terror fled belbro, 

WouniU luid death remain'd behind. 

FesBOBS. 

f 

Montrose’s splendid success over liis potverfid rival was not at¬ 
tained without some loss, though not amouutiwff to the tenth of wh^ 
he inflicted. The obstinate valoui' of the Canij^ells cost the lives of 
inanv brave men of the opposite par^; and more were wounded, the 
chief of whom was the brave young Earl of Menteith, who had am- 
mauded the centre. He was but slightly touched, however, Sind 
made rather a graeeftii than a terrible appearance, when he pre-i 
sealed to his general the standard of Argyle, which he had tmeen 
fi om the slandard-bearer with his own hancf, and slain liiin in single 
combat. Montrose dearly loved his noble kinsman, in whom there 
wii-s conspicuous a flash of the generous, romantic, disinterested cU- 
valvy of the old heroic times, entirely different from the sordid, ciu- 
culatiug, and selfish cliaracter, wliich the practice of entertainiug 
inereeiiary troops liad iulroducod into most parts of Europe, and of 
which degeneracy Bcotland, which furuisJied soldiers of fortune tor 
the service of almost every nation, had bceu contaminated with a 
more than usutvl share. Montrose, whose native spirit was conge¬ 
nial, although e.\perienco had taught him how to avail him.sdf of 
the motives of others, used to Menteith neither the laugtiage of 
praise nor of promise, but clasped hiin to his bosom as he exelauiied, 
“ My galliiut kinsman!,” And by this burst of heartfelt applause 
Wits Menteith thrilled with a wtmuer §Jow of delight, tlnm if his 
praises had been recorded in a report of the action sent directly to 
tlie throne of his sovereign. 

“ Nothing,” he said, “ my lord, now seems to remain in which I 
can render any assisttmee; permit me to look after a duty of huma¬ 
nity—the Knight of Ardeuvohr, as I am told, is our prisoner, and 
cfverely wounded.” 

'• And well he deserves to ho so,” said Sir Di^ald Dalgctty. who 
came tip to them at that moment, with a prodigious addition of ac- 
(piired imjKirtance, “ .since he shot my good horse at the time that I 
was olibriug liim honotirable q^uartcr, wiiich, I must needs say, was 
done more like an ignorant lligliland cateran, who has not sense 
enough to erect a sconce for the protection of his.old liurley-liouse 
of a castle, than like a soldier of worth and qualiiy.” 

“ Are w«; to condole with you then,” said herd Menteith, “ upon 
the lo.-;s of the fumed fiustovus.'” 

Even so, my lord,” answered the soldier, with a deep sigh, 

JJiem daunii Hupremum, as we said at the Mareschal College of 
Aberdeen. IJetler so than be smothered like a cadger’s pony m 
some flow-moss, or suow-wreallt, wiiicli was like "to be Ins fate B 
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this irinter campaign lasted longer. But it has pleased his Excel* 
leBcy" (making an inclination to Montrose) “to sup})ly his plnoe 
by uie gilt of a noble steed, whom I Imre taken tlio freedom to 
asame * LoyaW^a Reward^ in memory of this celebrated occa¬ 
sion.'' 

“I hope,” said the Marcpiis, “you’ll find Loyaltr’s Reward, biuce 
you call liiin so, ipictisod in all the duties of the ficldr-^but 1 must 
just hint to you, that at this time, in Scotland, loyally is more fre¬ 
quently rewarded with a halter than with a horse." 

“^em! your Excellency is pleased to be facetious. Loyalt\’s 
iU|md is as perfect as Gustavus in all his exercises, and of a fiir 
mdr flapre. Many! Ins social qualities are less cultivated, in respect 
he has kept tlli now inferior company.” 

“ Not meaning his Excellency the General, I hope,” said Lord 
Menteith. “Por shame. Sir Dugald!” 

, My lord,” answered the knight gravely, “ I am incapable to mean 
«jy t^g so utterly misbeoommg. What I asseverate is, that bis 
ExceUenev, having the same intercourse with his horse during liis 
exercise, that he hath with his soldiers when training them, may form 
and break either to every feat of war which he chooses to practise, 
and imcord^ly that this noble charaer is admirably managed. But 
as it IS the intercourse of private life that formeth the socm charac¬ 
ter, so I do not apprehend that of the single soldier to he much 
poKshed by the conversation of the corporal or the sergeant, or that 
<H Loymty’s Reward to hare been mneh dulcified, or ameliorated, by 
the Bocie^ of his Excellency’s grooms, who bestow more oaths, and 
kicks, and thumps, than kindness or caresses, upon the aiiimids in¬ 
trusted to their charge; whereby many a generous quadruped, ren¬ 
dered as It were misanthropic, manifests during the rest of his lifV? a 

f reater desire to kick and bite his master, than to love and to honour 
im.” 

“ Spoken like an oi'acle,” said Montrtse. “Were there an academy 
for the education of horses to be annexed to the Marcsclml OoUego 
m -^^rdeen. Sir Dngald Dalgetty alone should fill the chair.” 

“Because, being an ass,” said Menteith, aside to the General, 
" there would he some distant relation between the professor and the 
students.” 

with your Extellenc/s permission,” said tho neiv-made 
Kmght, “I am goi^ to pay my last visit to the remains of my old 
companion m arms. 

“ Not with toe purpose of going through toe ceremonial of inter- 
ment. _ said the Marqu^, who did not know how for Sir Dugold’s 
entoUBiasm mght leadhim; “ consider, our brave fellows themselves 
will have but a Imsty burial.” 

_ “Your Excellency will pardon me,” said Dalgetty; “my purpose 
^ ^ divide poor Gustavus’a* legacy with the 

flesh to them, and reserving to myself 
mis lu^; wBidh, m token of affectionate remembrance, 1 purpose to 
amto a cassock and trousers, after the Tartar fashion, to be worn 
“ respect my nether garments are at present 
^etiiUy toe worse of toe wear.—^Alas! poor Gustavus, why didst 
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thou not Kve at least one liour more, to Imve borne the honoured 
weiffht of knighthood upon thy loiiia!'’ 

He was now turning away, when the Marquis called after him,— 

As you arc not likely to be anticipated in this act of kindness, Sir 
Dugald, to your old mend and companion, I trust,” said the Marquis, 
“you will first assist me, and our principal friends, to discuss, some 
of Argyle’s good cheer, of which we have found abundance in the 
castle. • 

“Most willingly, please your Excellency,” said Sir Dugald5 “as 
meat and mass never hinder work. Nor, indeed, am I afraid that 
the wolves or eagles will begin an onslaught on Gustavus to-night, in 
regard there is so much better cheer lying all around. But” added 
he, “ as I am to meet two honourable knights of England with others 
of the knightly degree in your lordship’s army, I prjw it may he ex¬ 
plained to them, that now, and in future, 1 claim precedence over them 
all, in respect of my rank as a banneret, dubbed in a field of stricken 
battle.” 

“The devil confound him!” swd Montrose, speaking aside; “he 
has contrived to set the kiln on fire as fast as I put it out.—This hs a 
point, Sir Dugald,” said he, gravely addressing him, “ which 1 shaB 
reserve for his M^estys express consideration; in im earap, ali must 
be upon equality, like the Knights of the Round Table; and take 
their places as smdiers should, upon the principle of,—first come, first 
served.” 

“Then I shaB take care,” said Menteith apart to the Marquis, 
“ tliat Don Dugald is not fli’st in place to-day.—Sir Duffald,” added 
he, raising his voice, “ as you say your wardrobe is out of repair, had 
you not better go to the enemy's baggage yonder, over which there 
IS a ^ard placed ? 1 saw them take out an excellent buff suit, em- 
hroidored in front in silk and silver.” 

“ Veto a Diot! as the Spaniard says,” exclaimed the Major, “ and 
some beggarly giUy may get it while I stand prating here I ’’ 

The prospect of booty having at once driven out of his head both 
Gustavus and the provant, he set spurs to Loyalty’s Reward, and rode 
off through the field of battle. 

“There goes the hound,” said Menteith, “brcaldng the face, and 
trampling on the body, of many a better man than himself; and as 
eager onhis sordid spoil as a vulture that stoops upon carrion. Yet 
this man the world calls a soldier—and yon, my lord, select him ns 
worthy of the honours of chivalry, if such they can at this day ho 
termed. You have made the coBar of knighthood the decoration of 
a mere bloodhound.” 

“What could I do?” said Montrose. *I had no half-picked bones 
to give him. and bribed in some manner he must bcj—I cannot fiiBow 
the chase alone. Besides, the dog has good qualities.” 

“If nature has given him such,” said Menteith, “habit has con¬ 
verted them into feelings of intense selfishness. He may be puncti¬ 
lious concerning his reputation, and brave in the execution of his 
duty, but it is omy because without these qualities he cannot rise 
the service;—^nay, his very benevolence is selfish; he may defend his 
companion while he can keep his feet, hut the instant he » down, Sir 
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Dugald will Ije as ready to ease him of his purse, as he is to convert 
the skin of Giistavns into a buff j<*rkin.” 

“ And yet, if all this were true, cousin,” answered Monirose, “ there 
is something convenient in cojnnmiidiiig a soldier, upon whose motives 
and springs of action you can calculate to a mathematical certainty. 
A fine spirit like yours, my cousin, alive to a thousand sensations to 
which this man’s is as impervious as Ws corslet,—it is for such that 
tliy friend must feel, while he Mvds^his advictf." Then, suddenly 
changing his tone, he asked Menleithflfvhen he had seen Annot Lyle. 

The- young Earl coloured deeply, pud answered, “ Not since last 
evening,—excepting,” ho added, with hesitation, “for one moment, 
about fialf-an-hour tefore the battle began,” 

“ My dear Mcnteith,” said Montrose, very kindly, “ were you one 
of the gay cavaliers ofWhitehall, who are, in their way, us great self- 
seekers as our friend Dalgetty, should I need to plague you with in¬ 
quiring into such an amourette as this? it would be an intrigue only 
to be laughed at. Bnt this is the land of enchantment, where nets 
strong M steel are wrought out of ladies’ tresses, and you are exactly 
the destined knight to be so fettered. This poor girl is exquisitely 
beautiful, and has tsdents formed to captivate your romantic temper. 
You Ciinnot tlunk of ininring her—you cannot think of marrying her?” 

“ My lord,” replied Mentdth, “ you hsive repeatedly urged this jest, 
for so I trust it is meant, somewhat beyond bounds. Annot Lyle is 
of unknown birth,—a raptive,—the daughter, probably, of some ob¬ 
scure outlaw; a dependent on the hospitality of the M'AuIays.” 

“ Do not be angiy, Mcnteith," said the Marquis, interrupting him; 
“yon love the classic!!, though not educated at Mareschal College; 
and you may remember how many gallant hearts captive beauty has 
subdued:— 


Movit Ajttccni, 3'rlarfnmo Tintum, 

Fonna capUv* domln.um 'recinees®. 

In a word lam seriously anxious about this—1 should not hiivetirao, 
perhaps, he added very gravely, “to trouble j'ou with my lectures 
on the subject, were your feelings, and those of Annot. aloiio iiUc- 
tosted; but you have a dangerous rival in Allaii M’Aulay; and there 
13 no knowing to what extent he may carry his resentment. It is 
iny duty to tell yon that the King's service may be much prejiuliccd 
l>y dissontious betwixt you.” 

“My lord,” said Mcnteith, “I know what you mean is kind and 
mendly; I h^e yon will be satisfied when I assure yon, that Allan 
Aulay and I have discussed this circumstance; and that I have ex¬ 
plained to him, tliat .as it IS utterly remote from my character to 
entertain (hsbimouiable views concerning this miprotecteil female; 
BO, on the other Iiand, the obscurity of her birth prevents my Ihink- 
ing ot her upon other terras. I will not disguise from yonr Ijordship, 
what I have not disguised from M'Aulay,—that if Annot lole were 
poiTi a lady; she should share my name and rank; as matters stand. 
It IS impossible. Ihls explanation, 1 trust, will satisfy your lordship, 
as^ lias satisfied a less reasonable person.” 

Jfontrose shrngged Ws shoulders. “And, like time champions in 
romance, he said, “you have agreed, that you are both to worship 
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the Bamo niislrcBS, ns idolaters do the same image, and thnt neither 
nball extend his pretensions farther?" 

“ I did not go so far, my lord," answered Menteitli,—“ I only said 
in the present circumstances,—and there is no prospect of their be¬ 
ing changed,—I could, in duty to myself and femily, stand in no 
relation to Annot Lyk, but as that of Mend or brother—But your 
lordship must fexcuse_me;_ 1 hare,” said he, looking at his arm, 
round which he hiid tied his handkerchief, “ a slight hurt to attend 
to." 

“ A wound?” said Montrose, anxiously; “let me see it.—Alas 1” he 
stud, “ I should hare heard nothing of this, had I not rentured to tent 
and sound anoUmr more secret and more rankling one. Menteith, I 
am sojry for you—I too have known—^But what avails it to awake 
sorrows which have long slumbered?” 

So saying, he shook nands with his noble kinsman, and walked 
into the castle. 

Annot Lyle, a.s was not unusual for females in we Highlmuls, was 
possessed of a slight degree of medical and even surgicavi skill It 
may readily be believed, tliat the profession of surgery, or medicine, 
*13 a separtile art, was unknown; and the few rude rules which they 
observed were intrusted to women, or to the aged, whom constant 
casualties afforded too much opportunity of acquiring experience. 
Tlie care and attention, accordingly, of Annot Lyle, her attendants, 
and others acting under her direction, had made her services ex¬ 
tremely useful during this wild campaign. And most readily had 
these services been rendered to friend and foe, wherever they could 
he most useful. She was now in an apartment of the castle, 
anxiously superintending the preparation of vulnera^ herb.s, to be 
applied to the wounded; receiving reports from diflrcrcnt_ females 
respecting those under their separate choice, and distributing what 
means she had for their relief, when Allan M'Aniay suddenly entered 
the apartment. She started, for she had heard that he had left the 
camp upon a distant mission; and, however accustomed she was to 
the gloom of his countenance, it seemed at present to have even a 
darker shade than usual. lie stood before her perfectly silent, and 
she felt tlie necessity of being the first to speak. 

“ I thought,” she saidj with some effort, “ you had already set out.” 

“ My companion awaits me,” said Allan; “ I go instantly." 

Yet still he stood before her, and held her by tlic arm, with n pres¬ 
sure which, tliough insufficient to give her pain, made her sensible of 
his great personal strength, his hand dosing on her like the gripe of 
a manacle. 

“Shall I take the h.arp?” she said, in a timid voice; “is—is the 
shadow falh'ng upon you ?” 

Instead of replying, he led her to the window of the B])artinent, 
which commandeil a view of the field of the slain, with all its horrors. 
It was thick spread with dead aud wounded, and the spoilers were 
busy tearing the clothes from the victims or war and fendiil ambi- 
lioii, with *»s much indifference as if they had not been of the 
Siime species, iind themselves exposed, perhaps to-morrow, to the 
same fate. 
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•Does the ^ght please you ?” said M'Aulay. 

** It is ludeouB! ” said Annot, covering lier eyes with her hands 
“ how can you bid ino look upon it ?” . ., . 

“You must be inured to it,” said he, “if you reinam with this 
destined host—you will soon have to search such a field for my ba¬ 
ther’s corpse—for Mcnteith’s—for mine—but that will be a more in¬ 
different Mwk—you do not love me 1” ... 

“Thfe is the first time you have taxed me with unkindncss, ’ said 
Annot, weeping. “You are my brother—my preserver—my pr^ 
tector—and can I then but love you ?—but your liour of darkness is 
approaching, let me fetch my harp- ” 

“ Remain,” said Allan, still holding her fast; “be my visions from 
heaven or hell, or from the middle sphere of disembodied spirits—or 
be they, as the Saxons hold, but the delusions of an overheated fancy, 
they do not now influence me; I speak the language of the natural, 
of the visible world.—^You love not me, Annot—^you love Menteith— 
by him you are beloved again, and Alto is no more to you than one 
of the corpses which encumber yonder heath.” 

It cannot be supposed that this strange speech conveyed any new 
infetmation to her who was thus addressed. No woman ever lived 
who could not, in the same circumstances, have discenied long since 
the state of her lover’s mind. But by thus suddenly tearing off the 
veil, thin as it was, Allan prepared her to expect consequences violent 
in proportion to the enthusiasm of his character. She made an 
effort to repel the cliarge he had stated. 

“ You foi^et,” she said, “ your own worth and nobleness when yon 
insult so very helpless a being, and one whom fate lias thrown sc 
totally into your power. You Jtnow who and what I am, and how 
impossible it is that Menteith or you can use language of affection 
to me, beyond that of friendship. You know from what unhappy 
race I have too probably derived my existence.” 

“I will not believe it,” said Allan, impetuously; “never flowed 
crystal drop from a polluted spring.” 

“Yet the very doubt,” pleaded Annot, “ should make you forbcivr 
to use this language to me.” 

“ I know,” said M'Aulay, “ it places a bar between us—but I know 

also that it divides you not so inseparably from Menteith_Hear me, 

my beloved Annot!—leave this scene of terrors and danger—go with 
me to KintaU—^I will place you in the house of the noble lady ot 
Seaforth—or you shall be removed in safety to IcolmkiU, where some 
women yet devote themselves to the worship of God, after the custom 
of our ancestors.” 

“You consider not what you ask of me,” replied Annot; “ to un¬ 
dertake such a journey under your sole jti^ardianship, were to shew 
me less scrupulous tiian maiden ought. I will remain here, Allan— 
here imder the protection of the noble Montrose; and when his 
motions next approach the Lowlands, I will contrive some proper 
• 1^8 to relieve you of one, who has, she knows not how, become an 

•~ct of dislike to you.” 

,'an stood as if uncertain whether to give way to sympathy with 
distress, or to anger at her resistance. 
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“ Annot” he said, “you know too well how little your words apply 
to my feeflnp towards you—but you ayaal yonrsiilf of your power, 
and you rejoice in my departure, as remomgr a spy upon your mter- 
course with Meuteith, But beware both of you,”lm added, in a stem 
tone; “ for when was it ever heard that an injury was offered to 
Allan M'Aulay, for which he exacted not tenfold Tenc^nce?" 

So saying, he pressed her arm forcibly, pulled the bonnet OYcr hia 
brows, and strode out of the apartment. 


CHAPTER XXI. 

-After yott'ta gono, 

I grew acqnaluteil wltli my bcert, and acarcli'd 
What aUrrM It so—Alas! 1 foand it lore. 

Tet fiiT ftom lust, for could 1 but bare lived 
In presence of you, 1 had had my end. 

rnoAsnau 

Annot Lth3 had now to contemjilate the terrible gulf which Alhin 
M'Aulay’s declaration of love and jealousy had made to open around 
her. It seemed as if she was tott^ing on the very brink of destruc¬ 
tion, and was at once deprived of every refuge, and of all human as¬ 
sistance. She had long been conscious that she loved Menteith 
dearer than a brother; indeed, how could it be otherwise, consider¬ 
ing their early intimacy,—^the personal merit of the young nobleman, 
—his assiduous attentions,—and his infinite superiority in gentleness 
of disposition, and grace of manners, over tlie race ot rude warriors 
with whom she lived ? But her affectiou was of tliat quiet, timid, 
meditative character, which sought rather a reflected share in the 
happiness of the beloved object, than formed more presumptuous or 
daring hopes. A little Gaelic song, in which she expressed her feel¬ 
ings, has been translated by the ingenious and unhappy Andi-ew 
M'Donald; and we willingly transcribe the Imes:— 

Weit thou, like me, In llft’a low vale. 

With thee how blest, tliat lot I'd shuro; 

With thoo I’d fly wherever golo 
Could waft, or bounding galley boar. 

But parted by severe decree. 

Par different must our ibrtnaes prove; 

May tlilno be Joy—enough fbr mo 
To weep and pray for him I love. 

The pangs tlds fooUsl) heart must fbcl, 

Wlien liot>c shall he for ever flown, 

Ko sullen murmur shall reveal, 

NosolflsU murmurs over own. 

Nor will I tteough Hfe's weary years, 

Uke a pale drooping mourner move, 

WhUo I can think my secret tears 
Jliiy wound Iho heart ofhhn I lore. 

The furious declaration of Allan had de.stroyed tlie romantic plan 
which she had formed, of nursing in secret her pensive tenderness, 
without socking any other requital. Long before this, she had 
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AHmii as mudh as graiatude, and a sense that he softened to¬ 
wards her a temper so haughty and so violent, could permit her to 
do} hot now she regarded him with unalloyed tewor, which a perfect 
knowledge of his disposition, and of his preceding history, too well 
anthoriaed her to entertain. Wlmtever was in other respects the 
nobleness of his disposition, he had never been known to resist the 
wilfulness of passion,—he walked in the honse, and in tiie country' of 
his fathers, like a tamed lion, whom no one dared to contradict, lest 
they sliould awaken his natural vehemence of passion. So many 
years had elapsed since he had experienced contradiction, or even 
expostulation, tliat probably nothing but the strong good sense, which 
on all points, his mysticism excepted, formed the ground of his cha¬ 
racter, prevented his proving an annoyance and terror to tlie whole 
neighbourhood. But Annot had no time to dwell upon her fears, 
being intermuted by the enfranco of Sir Dngald Dalgetty. 

It may well be supposed, that the scenes in wmehthis person 
had passed his former life, had not much qualified him to shine in 
femme socie^. He himself felt a sort of consciousness that the 
language of tlie barrack, guard-room, and parade, was not proper to 
entertain ladies. The only peaceful part of his life had been spent 
at Moreschai College, Aberdeen; and ho had forgot the little he had 
learned there, except the arts of darning Ids own nose, and despatch¬ 
ing bis commons with unusual celerity, both which had since been 
kept in good exorcise by the necessity'of frequent practice. Still it 
was from an imperfect recollection or what he had acquired during 
this pacific period, that he drew his sources of conversation when in 
company with women; in other words, his language became pedantic 
when it ceased to he military. 

“ Mistress Annot Lyle,” said he, upon the present occasion, “lam 
just now like the half-pike, or spontoon of Achilles, one end of WTiieU 
could wound, and the other cure—a property belonging neitliei'to 
Bpanish pike, brown-bill, partisan, halberd, J,ochabor-axe, or iiiilocd 
any other modcvii stafl-weapou whatever.” 

_ This compliment he repeated twice; but as Annot scarce beard 
1 dm the first time, and did not comprehend him the second, he was 
obliged to explain. 

“I mean,” he said, “Mrs Annot Lyle, that having been the means 
of an honourable knight receiving a severe wound m this day’s con¬ 
flict,—he having pistolled, somewliat against the law of arms, my 
horse, which was named after the immortal King of Sweden,—^1 am 
desirous of procuring him sucli solacement as you, madam, can sup¬ 
ply, you being like the heathen god Esculaidus,” (meaning possibly 
ApoDo,) “ skilful not onlylh song and in musi& but in the more noble 
art of cliirui’gery —opiferque per orbem dicor. 

“If you would have the goodness to explain,” said Annot, too sick 
at heart to be amused by Sir Dugald's airs of pedantic gaJJaiitry. 

“ That, madam,” replied the Knight, “ may not be so easy, as I am 
out of the habit of construing—^but we shall try. Dicor, supply ego 
—1 ani called.— O^erf opifer ?—I remember aignifer miA fureijer 
•—^t 1 belieye op*^r stands in this place for M.D., that is, Doctor 
„ofPl^sic.” 
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“Tliis is a buSy day with ns all,” said Annotj “will you say at 
once what yon want with me?” 

“Merely,” replied Sir Dugald, “that you will visit my brother 
knight, and let your maiden ming some medicaments for hiB wound, 
which threatens to be what the leimed call a damnum fatale.” 

Annot Lyle never lingered in the cause of humanity. She informed 
herself hastily of the nature of the injury, and interesting herself foi' 
the dignified old Chief whom she had seen at Damliurai’acl^ and 
whose presence hod so much struck her, she hastened to lose the sense 
of her own son-ow for a time, in the attempt to be useful to another. 

Sir Dugald with great form ushered Annot Lyle to the chamber 
of her patient, in which, to her surprise, she found Lord MenteHi. 
She could not help blueing deeply at the meeting, but, to hide her 
confusion, proceeded instantly to examine the wound of the Knight 
of Ardenvohr, and easily satisfied hm'self that it was heyond her 
skin to cure it. As for Sir Dugald, he returned to a large out-house, 
on Uic floor of which, among other wounded men, was deposited the 
person of llanald of the Mist. 

“ Mine old friend,” said the Knight, “ ns I told yon before, I would 
willingly do any thing to ple.asure you, in retmm for the wound you 
have received while under my safc-conduct. I hare, tJiereforo, 
according to your eamesl request, sent Mrs Annot Lyle to attend 
upon the wound of the Knight of Ardenvohr, though wherein her 
doing so should benefit you, I caimot imagine.—1 lliink you once 
spoke of some blood relationship between them; but a soidado, 
in command and charge like me, Inis otlier tilings to irouble las liomt 
with than Highland genealogies.” 

And iiidceu to do the worthy Minor justice, lie iierer inquired 
after, listened to, or recollected, tlie busme8.s of other jicople, iniles.s 
it citlier related to the art military, or was Romelio'.v or other con¬ 
nected with his own interest, in either of ivhich eases his memory 
was veiT tenacious. 

“Ana now, my good friend of the Mist,” isniil lie, “eiin you tell 
me what has become of your hopeful gnindsioii, as 1 have not seen 
him since he a-ssisted me to disarm after the action, a negiigcuce 
which deserveth the slrapado?” 

“He is not far from hence,” said the wounded outlaw—“ lift not 
your hand upon him, for he is man enough to pay a yard of leathern 
scourge with a foot of tempered steel.” 

“A most improper vaunV’ said Sfr Dugald; “hut I owe you some 
favours, Ranald, aud therefore shall let it pass.” 

“ And if you think you owe me any tiling,” said the outlaw, “ it is 
in your power to requite me by granting mevi boon.” 

“Friend Ranald,” answered JJalgethq “ 1 have read of Uiesc boons 
in silly story-boolcs, whereby siraiue knights were drawn into en- 
gagenieiits to their great prejudice; wherefore, Baniild, the mora 
prr.deiit knights of this day nerer promise any lliing unlil (liey 
kiiaw tliat they may keep their word anent the ])rcmisi's, witiniui, :u!y 
iiis()le.ut uro or ineommodement to tlieinselrc.s. It may be, von wouid 
have me ciigago the female chinirgoon to visit your wound; thougli 
joii ongiit to consider, Ranald, that the unclcamicas of the phvee 
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wtiere yon arc deposited mey somewhat stdi the gnlety rf her gar¬ 
ments, concerning the preservation of which, you may have observed, 
women are wt to he inordinately solicitous. 1 lost the favour of the 
lady of the Grand Pensionary of Amsterdam, by touctoig wi^ the 
sole of my boot the train of her black velvet gown, which I mistook 
for a foot-cloth, it being half the room distant from her pemon.” 

“It is not to bring Annot Lyle hither,” anawerdd MacEagh, “bftt 
to transport me into the room where she is in attendance upon the 
Knight of Ardenvohr. Somewhat 1 have to say of the last con¬ 
sequence to them both.” 

“It is something out of tlie order of due precedence,” siud 
Dalgetty, “ to carry a wounded outlaw into the presence of a kni|^; 
knighthood having been of yore, and beinj^ m some respects, stilL 
the highest mQit^ grade, independent uways of commissionea 
oificers, who rank according to their patented nevertheless, as your 
boon, as you call it, is so sli^t, I shall not deny compHance with the 
same.” .So saying, he ordered throe files of men to transport Mac¬ 
Eagh on their shoulders to Sir Duncan Camphell’B apartment, and 
he nimself hastened before to announce the cause of his being 
brought thither. But such was the activity of the soldiers employed, 
that they followed him close at the heels, and, entering with their 
ghastly burden, laid MacEagh on the ilooi of the apartment. Ills 
features, naturally wild, were now distorted by jmin; his hands and 
scanty garments stained with his own blood, and those of others 
which no kind hand had wiped away, although the wound in his std' 
had been secured by a bandage. 

“Are yon,” he said, raising his head painfully towards the couch" 
where lay stretched his late antagonist, “he*whoni men call the 
Knight of Ardenvohr?” 

“ The same,” answered Sir Duncan ,—” what would you wijtlnouo 
whose hours are now numbered?” 1 

“My hours are reduced to minutes,” said the outlaw; “tho'more 

f race, if I bestow them in the service of one, whose luuid has ever 
eon against me, as mine has been raised higher against him.” 
“Thine higher against me!—Crushed worm!" said the Knight, 
looking down on his miserable adversary. 

“Yes,” answered the outlaw, in a firm voice, “my arm hath been 
highest. In the deadly contest betwixt us, the wounds 1 have dealt 
have been demiest, though thine have neither been idle nor nnfclt.— 

1 am Ranald MacEagh—I am Ranald of the Mist—the night that I 
gave thy castle to the winds in one hngh blaze of fire, is now matched 

with the day in which you have fallen under the sword of my fathers_ 

Remember the injune8*thou liast done our tribe—never were such 
inflicted, save by one, beside thee. He, they sav, is fated and secure 
against our vengeance—a short time will shew.” 

“ My Lord Menteith,” said Sir Duncan, raising himself out of his 
bed, this is ^iroclaimed villain, at once tlic enemy of King and Par¬ 
liament, of God and man—one of the outlawed banditti of the Mist; 
alike the enemy of your house, of the M'Anlays, and of mine. I 
tnist you will not suffer moments, which are perhaps my last, to be 
•Rlliittcred by his barbarous triumph.” 
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' **116 liiaU have the treatment he meritn,’* gaid Meateith; **1^ him 
he inataiitiy remoyed.” 

£tr ihmald here interposed, and spoke of Ranald’s services as a 

K *de« and hie own pledge for his safety ; but the high harsh tones of 
outlaw drownea his voice. 

** So/* said he,"be raek mid gibbet the word! let me withm* be¬ 
tween heaven and earth, and govee the hawks and eagles of Ben- 
NoViS! and so shall this haughty Knight, and this triumphant Thane, 
never learn the secret I alone can impart; a secret which wotdd make 
Ardenvohr’s heart leap with joy, were ho in Ihe death Agoxij, and 
whi(di the Earl of hto^^h would nurciiase at the price ofliis broad 
earldom.—Oomc Id^ari^Annot Lyle,” ho saJd^ raising himself with 
unexpected strength "lenr not the sight of him to whom thou hast 
clung in infs'w. 1w these proud men, who disdain thoo as the 
ihsue of m dent i^e, that thou art no blood of ours,—no 
daughter of the Mst, but born in haU9 m lordly, and 

cradled^ ,, ^ ^oll, as over soothed infancy la weir proudest 
nalse —cs. * ' ' " ■ 

Menteitb, trembling with emotion, 

■ ®f '^0 of iody, do thy conscience Ibo 

workfl”*** “^iden it of tlie secret before departing from this 

1 ^my o>ie>o»s with my dying breath?” said MncEagh, 

looMOg^ him maJignaatly_ ** Such are tlie maxims your priouts 

i»ivneh—but when, or tdWai’ds whom, do you practise them? Let 
me know first the worth of my secret ere I part with it—^Wliat 
would you ffive, Knight of Ardenvobr, to know tiiat your suiiorsti- 
tinus fasts have been vain, and that there still remains a descendant 
tif your house?—I pauso for an answer—^without it, I speak not one 
word more.” 

“I could/’ said Sir Duncan, his voice struggling between the 
emotions of doubt, hatred, and anxiety—“I coiud—but Uiat 1 know 
Illy race are like the Great Enemy, liars and murderers fi-om tlio 
beginning—but could it be true thou tollcst mo, 1 could almost for¬ 
give thee the injuries thou hast done mo.” 

“ Hear it.” said Ranald; “ ho hath w.agered deeply for a son of 
Diannid—And you, gcntlo Thauc—the report of the camp says, that 
you would purchase with life and lands tho tidings that Anuot Lyle 
was no daughter o^roscription, but of a race noble in your estimaf 
tion as your own—Well—It is for no love I tell you—'uio time has 
been that I would have 'exchanged this secret against liberty; I am 
now bartering it for what is dearer than libertyor Ufe.— Annot Lylo 
is tlic youngest, the sole surviving child of the Knight of Ardenvohr. 
who atone was saved when all inliis halls besides was given to blood 
and ashes.” 

“Can this man speak truth?” said Aimot Lyle, scarce knowing 
wliat she said; “ or is this some strange delusion ? ” 

“ Maiden,” replied Ranald, “ hadst mou dwelt longer with us, thou 
wouldst have better learnt to know how to distinguisli the accents of 
truth. To that Saxon lord, and to the Knight of Ardenvohr, I will 
yield such proofs of what I hare spoken, that incredulity shall stand 
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coBvinoed. Meantime, withdraw—I loved thine infancy, 1 hate not 
thy youth—no eye hates the rose in its blossom, thon<m it srov/eth 
upoti a thorn, and for thee only do I somethin" 
to follow. But he that would avenge hini r '.' 
though the guiltless be engaged in the rd.^ 

“ He advises well, Anno^” said Lord b# 
retire! if—if there be aught in this, your \ 
must be more prepared for both your sakef, 

“ I will not part from my father, if I hav( 

—“ I will not part from him under circurasi 
“ And a father yon shall ever find in me,1 
“ Then,” said Menteith, “ I will have Ms 
a^aeent apartment, and will collect the evl 
^ Dugald Dalgctty will mve me his attem 
“ WiSj pleasure, my lord,” answered Sir ] 
coufeasoa’, or assessor—either or both. 
had heard the Avliole story a month ago at ; 
slaughts like that of Ardenvohr confuse es’ 
winch is besides occupied with matters of if 
■ppon bearing this frank declaration, wl 
the apartment with the wounded man, Lct 
Dalgetty a look of extreme anger and dis^; 
ceit of the worthy commander rendered hif 


CHAPTER XXH 

I aia 03 free ns nature Drat made! 

Ere the base laws of servitude 1)i,, 

Wliiai wild in woods the noble Bavage ran. 

Cotufmst qf Qranadn. 

The Earl of Menteith, as he liad undertaken, so he proceeded to 
investigate more closely the story told hy Ranald of the Mist, which 
was corroborated by the examination of his two followers, who liad 
assisted in the capacity of guides. These declarations he carefully 
compared with such circuuiStaneeB concerning the destruction of his 
casilc and family as Sir Duncan Campbell was able to supply; and 
it may be supposed he had forgotten nothing relating to an event of 
.such terrific importance. It was of the last consequence to prove 
that this was no invention of the outlaw’s, for the purpose of passing 
an impostor as the child and heiress of Ardenvohr. 

Perhaps Menteith, so much interested in believing the tale, was 
not altogetlier the fittest person to be intrusted with the investiga¬ 
tion of its truth; but the examinations of the Children of the Mist 
were simple, accurate, and in all respects consistent with each other. 
A persona! mark was referred to, which was known to have been 
home by the infant child of Sir Duncan, and which appeared upon 
the left shoulder of Annot Lyle. /It was also well remembered, that 
when the miserable relics of the other children had been collected, 
those of me infaut had nowhere been found. Other circumstances 
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of evidence, which it is unnecessary to quote, brought the fullest 
. conviction not only to Menteith, but to the unprejumoed iniii!! of 
Montrose, that in Annot Lyle, a hnmWe dependant, distinguished 
only by beauty and talent, they were in future to respect the heiiess 
of Ardenvohr. 

While Menteith hastened to communicate the result of these in¬ 
quiries to the persona most interested, the outlaw demanded to speak 
with his gianochild, whhm he usually called his son. “Ho would he 
found,” he said, “in the outer apartment, in which he himself had 
been oH^ally deported." 

Accordingly, tiie ydUng savage, after a close search, was found 
lutking in a c^OT, coilea up among some rotten straw, and brought 
to his grandure. 

“Kenneth,” said the old outlaw, “hear the last words of the sin; 
of thy father. A @axon soldier, and Allan of the Bed-hand, left this 
camp within theseTCW hours, to travel to the country of Cabcrfac. 
Pursue them the’^oodhound pursues the hurt deer—swim the 
lake—dimb the >aoaiitain—thread the forest—tarry not until you 
jom them ;”an4 then the countenance of ihe M darkened as his 
grandfather spoke, and he laid his hand upon a knife which stuck in 
the thoug of leather that confined his scanty plaid. “ No! ” said tin- 
old man; “ it is hot by thy hand he must fall. They will ask the 
news from fte cami^—say to them that Annot Lyle of tlio Harp is 
discovered to be the daughter of Duncan of Ardenvohr; that the 
ITiane of Menteith fi to wed her before the priest; and that you are 
sent to bid giiC&ts to the bridal. Tarry not their answ er, but vanish 

like the Ughtmng vfhen the black cloud swallows it_And now dc- 

party beloved son of my best beloved! I shall never more see thy 
taco, nor hear the light sound of thy footstep—^yct tarry an instant 
and bear my last charge. Remember the fate of onr race, and quit 
not the ancient moaners of the Children of the Mist. We .-u c now a 
straggling handful, driven from every vale by the sw'ord of every 
dan, w'ho rule in the possessions where their forefathers hewed the 
wood, and drew the water for onrs. But in the thicket of the wil- 
denioss, and in the mist of the mountain, Kenneth, son of Eraeht, 
keep thou unsoiled the freedom which I leave thee as a birthright. 
Barter it not, neither for tlie rich gaament, nor for the stone roof, 
nor for the covered board, nor for the couch of ^own—on the rock 
or in the valley, in abundance or in famine—^in-tfio leafr summci', 
and in the days of the iron winter—Son of the Mist! be free as thy 
forefathers. Own no lord—receive no law—take no hire—give no 
stipend—^build no hut—enclose no pasture—sow no grain: let the 
deer of the monutain he thy flocks and herds—if these fail thee, prey 
upon the goods of our oppressors—of the Saxons, and of such Gatu 
as arc Saxons in their souls, valuing herds and flocks more ihau 
honour and freedom. Well for ns that they do so—it afibrds the 
broader scope for our revenge. Remember those who have done 
kindness to our race, and My Iheiv services with thy blood, should 
the hour require it. If a Maclan shall come to thee with the head 
of the king’s son in bis hand; shclkT him, though the avenging army 
of the father were heliind him; for in Clloncoe and Ardiminnrelian, 
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we have dwelt in peace in the years that have gone Iry. 1 he sous of 
Dianuid—^the race of Danilinvaracli—the riders of Mentcith—my 
curse on thy head. Child of the Mist, if thou spare one of those 
names, when the time shall offer for cutting them off! and it will 
come anon, for tlieir own swords shall devour each other, and those 
who are scattered shall fly to the Mist, and perisli by its Children. 
Once more, begone—shake the dnst from thy feet against the habi¬ 
tations Of men, whether banded togethta* for peace or for war. Farc- 
weU, beloved! and mm^t Uiou dielike thy forefathers, ere infirmity, 
disease, or age, shall break thy spirit—Begone!—begone!—live 
free!—’requite kindness—avenge we umries <« thy raceT* 

The young savage stooped, and kissea the brow of his dying parent; 
but accustomed from infancy to suppress every exterior sign of emo¬ 
tion, he parted without tear or adieu, and was soon far beyond the 
limits of Montrose’s camp. 

Sir Dugald Didgctty, who was present during, the latter part of 
tlus scene, was very little edified Inr the conduct of MacEagh upon the 
occasion. “I eamaot think, my friend Ranald,” said he, “ tliat you 
arc in the best possible road for .a dyiug man. Storms, onslaughts, 
nmssacres, the hxmiing of suburbs, are indeed a soldier’s daily work, 
and are justified by the necessity of the case, seeing that they am 
done in the course of duty; for burning of suburbs, m particular^ it 
may he said that thev are traitors and cut-throats to all fortified 
towns. Hence it is phdn, that a soldier is a profession peonliarly fa¬ 
voured by Heaven, seeing tlmt we may hope for salvation, although 
we daily commit actions of so great violence. But then, Ranald, in 
all services of Europ^ it is the custom of the dying soldier not to 
vaunt him of such doings, or to recommend them to his fellows; but, 
on the contrary, to express contrition for the .same, and to repeat, or 
have repeated to him, some comfortable prayer; which, if you please, 
I will intercede with his Excellency’s chaplam to pi’efer on your 
account. It is otherwise no point of my duty to put you in mind of 
those things; only it may be for the ease of your conscience to depart 
more like a Christian, and less like a Turk, than yon seem to be in a 
fair way of doing.” 

The only answer of the dying man (for as such Ranald MacEagh 
might now bo considered) wj« a request to be raised to such a posi¬ 
tion that he might Obtain a view from the window of the castle. The 
deep frost mist, which had long settled upon the top of the moun¬ 
tains, was now rolling down each rugged glen and gullj’, where the 
craggy ridges shewed their black and irregular oufflne, like desert 
islands rising above the ocean of vapour. “ Spirit of the Mist!” 
said Ranald MacEagh, “called by onr race onr father, and our pre¬ 
server—receive into thy tabernacle of clouds, when this pang is over, 
him whom in life thou hast so often sheltered.” So saying, he sunk 
back into the arms of those who upheld him, spoke no farther word, 
Mit turned his face to tho w^ for a short space.” 

“ I believe,” said Dalgetty, “my friend JEtauaJd will be found in 
lik heart to be little better than a heathen.” And he renewed his 
proposal to procure him llie assistance of Dr Wisheart, Montrose’s 
military chaplain • “ a man,” said Sir Dugald, “ very clever in his 
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exercise, and who will do cxeention on your sins iu loss lime than I 
could smoke a ^ipe of tobacco.” 

“ Saxon,” said the dyin|r man, “ speak to mo no more of thy 
priest—die contented. ' liadst thou ever an enemy against whom 
weapons were of no avail—whom the ball missed, and against whom 
the arrow shivered, and whose bare skin was as impenetrable to 
sword and dirk as thy steel garment ?—Heardst thou ever of snch a 
foe?” 

“ Very frequently, when I served in Germany,” replied Sir Du- 
gnld, “ 'fliere was such a fellow at Ihgolstadt} he was proof both 
against lead and steel. The soldici's killed him with the buts of 
their muskets.” 

“ Tliis impassible foe,” said Ranald, without regardui^ the Major’s 
intorraption, “who has the blood dearest to me upon lus hands—to 
this man I have now begiieathed agony of mind, jealousy, despair, 
and sudden death,—or a nfe more miserable than death itself. Sucli 
shall be the lot of Allan of the Red-hand, when he learns that Aunot 
weds Menteith; and I ask no more than the certainty that it is so, to 
sweeten my own bloody end by his hand.” 

“ If tliat bo the ease," stud the M^or, “ there’s no more to lie said; 
but I shall take care os few people see you as possible, for 1 cannot 
think your mode of departure can be at all creditable or exemplary 
to a Christian army.’^ So saying, he left th* apmrtment, and the 
Son of the Mist soon after breathed his hist. 

Mentcitli, in the meanwhile, leaving the new-found relations to 
their mutual feelings of mingled emotion, was eagerly discussing 
ivith Montrose the consequences of this discovery. “ I should now 
see,” said the Marquis, “ even had I not before observed it, that your 
interest in this dificove^, my dear Menteith, has no small reference to 
your own hfmpincss. You love this new-found lady,—your affection is 
returned. In point of birth, no exceptions can be made; in every 
other respect, her advantages are equal to tliose which you yourself 

i iosscas—think, however, a moment. Sir Duncan is a fanatic— 
•*rcsbyteriau at least—in arms against the King; he is only with its 
in the quality of a prisoner, and we are, 1 feaij hut at the commence¬ 
ment 01 a long oivu war. Is this a time, thmk you, Menteith, for 
you to make proposals for his heiress? Or what chance is there that 
he will now Rsteii to it ?" 

Passion, an ingenious, as well as an eloquent advocate, supplied 
the young nobleman with a thousand answers to these objections, 
lie reminded Montrose that the Knight of Ardenvohr was neither a 
bigot iu pohtics nor religion. He urged his own known and proved 
zeal for the royal cause, and hinted that its influence might bo ex¬ 
tended and strengthened by his wedding tlie heiress of Ardenvolir. 
He pleaded the dangerous state of Sir Duncan’s wound, the risk 
which must be run by suffering Uie young lady to he carxied into the 
country of the Campbells, where, in case of her fhther’s deatli, or 
continued indisposition, she must iiecessarfly be placed under the 
guardianship or Arg 3 ’le, an event fatal to his fMenteith’s) hopes, 
imh'ss ho could stoop to purchase his favour by abandoning the 
Kiiig’.s parly. 
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Monlvose allowed tJie force of these ai’^meiits, aad Owned, al¬ 
though the TUatter was attended with difflciuty, yet it seemed consis¬ 
tent with the King’s service that it should be concluded as speedHy - 
as possible. 

“ I could wish,” said he, “ that it were all settle4 hi way or 
another, and that tliis fair Briseia were removed fj’oiij our camp be¬ 
fore the return of our Highland Achilles, Allan M'Aulay.—I fear 
some fatal feud in that quarter, Menteith—and I believq it w'ould he 
best that Sir Duncan he dismissed on his parole, and tliat you accohi- 
i)any him and his daughter as his escort. The joimi% can he made 
chiefly by water, so will not greatly incommode his wound—and your 
own, my friend, will be an honourable excuse for an absence for some 
time from my camp.” 

“ Never!” said Menteith. “ Were ! to forfeit the vci’y hope that 
has so lately dawned upon me, never will I leave your Exceuency’a 
camp while the royal standard is displayed. I should deserve that 
this trifling scraten should gangrene and consume my sword-arm, 
were 1 capable of holding it os an excuse for absence at this ci isis of 
the King'’s affairs.” 

“ Ou this, then, you are determmed?” said Montrose. 

“ As fixed as Ben-Nevk,” said the young nobleman. 

“ You must, theuw said Montrose, “ lose no lime in seeking an 
explanation withthe^night of Ardenvohr. If this prove favourable, 
1 will talk myself with the elder M'Aulay, and we will devise means 
to emiploy his brother at a distance from the army untU he shall be 
reconciled to his present ^sappointment. Would to God some 
vision would descend upon lus iniagination fair enough to obliterate 
all truces of Annot Lyles That perhaps you thinks impossible, Men- 
leith?—Well, each to his service; you to that of Cuind, .and I to 
that of Mars.” 

They parted, and in 2 )ursuance of the scheme arranged, Menteith, 
early on tlie ynsning morning, sought a private interview with the 
woniided Knight of Ardenvohr, and communicated to him his suit 
f()r !hc hand of his daughter. Of their mutual attachment Sir Dun^ 
can wa.‘t aware, but he was not prepared for so early a declaration on 
tiie paj-t of Menteith. ICe said, at first, that he, liad already, per¬ 
haps, indulged loo much in feelings of personal li»])niue.«s, at a time 
when his clan had sustained so great a loss and humiliation, and that 
he was unwilling, therefore, farther to consider the advaneemeut of 
Ills own house at a period so calamitous. On tlie more urgent suit 
of the noble lover, he reque.sted a few hours to deliberate and consult 
with lii.s daughter, upon a question so higlily important. 

The resu't of this interview and deliberation was favourable to 
Menteith. Pir Duncan Camphell hoeanic fully sensible lliat the liap- 
piuess of his new-found daughter depended upon a. union wi(h licr 
lover; and unless such were now formed, he saw that Argyle would 
throw a thousand olistacles in the way of a match in every' respect 
accciitnble to himself. Menteith’s private cliaiaeter was so excellent, 
^1 such was the rank and consideration due to Ms fortune and 
'vfjBily, that they outbalanced, in Sir Duncan’s opinion, {he difference 
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in thciv political oninioM. Nor could he hare resolved, perhaps, had 
bis own opinion or the match been less favourable, to decline an op¬ 
portunity of indulging the new-found child of hia hopes. There was, 
hcsides, a feeling of pride which dictated his determination. To pro¬ 
duce the Heiress of Ardenvohr to the world as one who had been 
educated a poor dependent and musician in the family of Darnlinva- 
rach, liad something in it that was humiliatir^. To introduce her 
as tlic betrothed bride. 6r wedded wife, of the Earl of Menteith, upon 
an attachment formed during her obscurity, was a warrant to the 
world that she had at all times been worthy of the rank to which she 
was elevated. 

It was under the influence of these considerations that Sir Duncan 
Campbell announced, to the lovers his consent tiiatdhey should be 
married in the chapel of the Castle, by Montrose’s cliaplain, and as 
privately as possible. But when Montro.se should break up from 
luverlocliy, for which orders were expected in the course of a veiy 
few days, it was agreed that the young Countess should depart with 
her fatJier to his castle, and remm there until the circumstances of 
the nation pormitted Menteith to retire with honour from his present 
military employment. His resolution being once taken, Sir Duncan 
Campbell would not permit the maidenly scruples of Ms daughter 
to delay its cxecurion ; and it was therefore resolved that the bridal 
should take place the next evening, being ,tho second after the 
battle. 


CHAPTER XXIH. 

My raaU—my bltie-eyod main, ho bore away, 
Duo to the toils ofmatiy a bloody day. 

inad. 


It was necessary, for many reasons, that Angus M'Aulaj, so long 
the kind protector of Annot Eyle, should be made acquainted with 
the change in the fortunc-s of Ills late protegee; and Montrose, as he 
liad underlnken, comniiinicatcd to him these remarkable events. 
Witli the careless and cheeifnl iiiditTerence of his character, ho 
expressed inqch more joy than wonder at Anuot’s good fortune; 
had no doubt whatever she would merit it, and as she had always 
been bred in loyal principles, would convey the whole estate of her 
gi-iin fanatical father to some honest follow who loved the king. “ I 
should have no ohjection that my brother- Allan should try his 
cliimcc,” added he, “notwithstanding that Sir Duncan Campbell was 
tlie only man who <‘vcr charged Darnlinvaracli with inhospitality. 
Annot li.vle could always charm jUlan out of the sullens, aud who 
knows whether 'matiimony might not make him more a man of this 
world?” 

Montrose hastened to interrupt the progress of his castlc-hmldmg, 
hy infiorraing him that the lady was already wooed and won, and, 
with her fatuei’s approbation, was almost immediately to be wedded 
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to Im kinstotttu tho Earl of Meatoith; and tiurf in i*$timOny of the 
high req>ect due to M^Aumy, so long the ladrs protector, he was 
now to request his preselice at the cCTomony. M'Auloy looked very 
grave sJ. this intimationrand drew up life person with the air of one 
who thought that he had been neglected. 

“ Ho conceived,” ho said, “that his uniform kind treatment of the 
young lady, while so many years under his roof, required something 
more upon such nn occasion than a bare compliment of ceremony. 
He might,” be tbongh^ “ without arrogance, nave expected to have 
been consulted. He wished his kinsman of Menteith well, no man 
could wish liim better; but he must say he thought he liad been 
hasty in this matter. Allair’s sentiments towards the young lady had 
been pretty we|l understood, and he, for one, could not see why the 
superior pretensions wMdi he had inion her gratitude should nave 
been set aside, without at least undergoing some previous discus¬ 
sion.” 

Montrose, seeing too well where all tliis pointed, entreated M‘Auiay 
to be reasonable, and to consider what probability there was that the 
Knight of Ardenvohr could be brought to confer the liand of his sole 
heiress upon Allan, whose undeniable excellent qualities were 
mingled with others, by which they were overclouded in a manner 
tliat made all tremble who approached him. . . 

“ My lord,” said Angus M‘Aulay, “my brother, Allan has, as God 
made ns all, faults as Well os merits; but he is tlie best and brave.st 
man of your army, bu the other who he may, arid Uiereforc ill 
deserved that his'happiness should, have been so little consulted by 
your Excellency~by ms own near lunsman—and by a young person 
who owes all to him arid to his family.” . 

Montrose in vain endeavoured to place tlie subject in a different 
view 5 this was tlie point in which Angus was detennined to regard 
it, and he was a man of that calibre of understanding, who is in¬ 
capable of being ccmvinced when he has once adopted a prejudice. 
Montrose now assumed a higher tone^ and called upon Angus to 
take care how he nourished Mjy sentimraits which might be pre¬ 
judicial to his Majesty’s semce. He pointed out to him, tliat ho was 
peculiaily desirous that AUair’s efforts should not be interrupted in 
the course of his present mission 5 “ a mission,” be said, “ highly 
honourable for himself, and likely to prove most ^vantageous to the 
King’s cause. He expected his brother would hold no com- 
Biumc^on with him upon oilier subjects, nor stir up any cause of 
dissention, which might divert his mind from a matter ef such 
importance.” 

Angus answered somewhat sulkily, tliat “ he was no make-hate, 
or stiiTcr up of quarrels; he would rather be a peace-maker. His 
brother knew as well as most men how to resent his own quarrels 
—ae for Allan’s mode of receiving information, it was generally,’ 
believed he had other sources tlmn those of ordinary couriers. 
He should not be surprised if they saw him sooner tlian they ex¬ 
pected.” 

A promise that he would not interfere, was the farthest to which 
Montrose could brmg this man, thoroughly good-tempered as he 
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was on ou occasions, save wheo his |»i4e, interest,'or pr^^idices, 
were interfered with. And at tills point the Marquis nos fain to 
leave the matter for the present. 

A more willing gpuest at tiie bridal ceremony, certainly a more wil¬ 
ling attendant at the marriage feast, was to be expected in Kir Du- 
gold Dalgetty, whom Montroao resolved to invite, as haring been a. 
confident to the circumstances which preceded it. But even Sir Du- 
gald hesitated, looked on the elbows m his doublet, and the knees of 
his leather brceche^ and mumbM out a sort of reluctant acquies¬ 
cence in tlie invitation, provided he should find it possible, afitei' con¬ 
sulting with the noblo bridegroom. Montrose was somewhat sur¬ 
prised, but scorning to testify displeasure, he left Sir'Dug^d to pur¬ 
sue his own course. 

This carried him instantly to the chamber of the bridegroom, who, 
amidst the scanty wardrobe which his camp-equipage afforded, was 
seeking for such articles as might appear to the best advantage upon 
the approaching occasion. Sir Dngald entered, and paid his com- 
pliraents, with a very grave face, upon his approaching happiness, 
which, he said, “ ho was very sorry he was prevented from witnessing.” 

“ In plain truth,” said he, “ I should but disgrace Ihc ceremony, 
seeing that 1 lack a bridal garment. Bents, and open seams, and 
tatters at elbows in the apparel of the assistants, might presage a 
similar solution of coutiniufy in your matrimonial happiness—and to^ 
say truth, my lord, you yom'self must partly have the blame of this 
disappointment, in respect you sent me upon a fool’s errand to got a 
buff-coat out of the booty taken by the Camerons, whereas you miglit 
as well have sent me to fetch a pound of fresh butter out of a black 
dog’s throiit. I had no answer, my lord, but brandished dirks and 
broadswords, and a sort of growling and jabbering in what they eaU 
their language. For my part, I beueve these Highlanders to be no 
iKitter than absolute pagans, and have been much scandalized by the 
manner in which my acquaintance, Banald MacEagh, was pleased to 
boat his final mardi, a little while since.” 

In Meuteith’s state of mind, disposed to be pleased with cvciy 
thing, and every body, the grave complaint of Sir Hugald furnished 
additional amusement. He requested his acceptance of a very hand¬ 
some buff-dress which was lying on the floor. “ I had intended it,” 
he said, “ fur my own bridal garment os being the least formidable of 
my warlike oquipmeute, and! have here no peaceful dress." 

Sir Hugald made tiie necessary apologies—would not by any means 
deprive—and so forth, until it happily occurred to him that it was 
much more according to military rule that the Earl should be mar¬ 
ried in his back and breast-pieces, which dress he had seen tlie bride¬ 
groom wear at the union of Prince Leo of Wittlesbach with the 
youngest daughter of old George Frederick of Sarony, qnder the 
auspices of the gallant Gustavus Adolphus, the Lion of.t®B Nortli, 
and so forth. The good-natured young Earl laug^hed, and acqui¬ 
esced ; and thus having secured at least one merry ace at his bridal, 
ho put on a light and ornamented cuirass, concealed partly by a' 
velvet coat, and partly by a broad blue silk scarf^ which he wore over 
his shoulder, ngrecably to his rank, and the fashion of the times. 
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Rvei'y tTiinc was now annitged j «n»d it bad btfeta setM, tliat, ac¬ 
cording to the custom of the country, the bndfe wia pmjegroom 
should not again meet until they were befmre the alto.. Ihe hour 
had already struck that summoned the brideCToom thimer, and he 
only waited in a small dnteroom ac^accnt to the chapel, for the 
Marquis, who condescended to act ns bride’s-man upon the oc- 
casioni Business relating to the ann/ having suddenly requii'ed 
the Marquis’s instant attention, Menteith waited his return, it may 
be supposed, iii some impatience; and when he homd the door 
of the apartment open, he said, laughing, “ You ai-e late upon 
parade.” 

“ You will find 1 am too eai'ly,” said Allan M'Aulay, who burst into 
the apartment. " Draw, Menteith, and defend yourself like a hiuii, 
or die like a dog 1" 

“Youare mad,Allan 1 ” answered Menteith, astonished alike at 
Ids sudden appearance, and at the unutterable fury of his dcihcanoiu'. 
His cheeks were livid—his eyes started from their sockets—his lips 
were covered wMi foam, and his gestures werd those of a demoniac. 

“You Ue, traitor 1 ” was his frantic reply—** you lie iu that, as you 
lie in all you have said to me. Your life is a lie I ” 

“ Did 1 not sneidc my thoughts when I called you mad,” said Meu- 
tcith, indignantly, ‘*your own life were a brief one. In what do you 
fcharge mo with deceiving you ? ” 

“ You told me,” answered M'Aulay, ** that you would not marry 
Annot Lyle 1—False traitor!—she now waits you at the alto!” 

** It is you who speak false,” retorted Menteith. ** I told you the 
obscurity of her bjrth was the only bar to oui' union—that is now re¬ 
moved ; and whom do you think yourself, that I should yield up my 
liretensions in your favour ? " 

“ Draw, then," said M‘Aiilay; “ we understand each other.” 

“ Not now,” said Menteith, ** and not here. Allan, you know mo 
well—wait till to-morrow, and you shall have fighting enough.” 

** This hour—this instant—or never,” answered M^ulay. “ Yoxir 
triumph shall not go fai'ther than the hour which is stricken. 
Menteith, I entreat you by our relationship—by our jouit con¬ 
flicts- and labours—draw yout sword, and defend your life! ” A.s 
he spoke, he seized the Earl’s Inncl, and wrung it with sucli 
fraiitic earnestness, that hfe wasp forced the blood to start under 
the nails. Menteith threw him off with violence, exclaiming, 
“ Bwonc, madman \” 

. “ Then, be the vision iiccomplishedI” said Allan; and, drawing his 
dirk, struck with his whole gigantic force at the Earl’s bosom. Tbc 
temper of the corslet threw the point of the weapon upwards, but a 
deep wound took place between the neck and shottlder; and the 
fofree of the blow prostrated thd bride^oom on the floor. Montrose 
entered at one side of the anteroom. The bridad company, .ilarmcd 
at the noise, were in equal appr^ension and surprise; but ere Mon¬ 
trose could almost see what £nd happened, Allan M'Aulay h^ riwhed 
past him, and descended the castle stairs like lightning. ** Guaifis, 
shut the gate?” exdMmed Montrose—“ Seize him—kill him, if ho 
resists!—^he shall die, if he were my brother! ” 
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** But AUau prijstrateil, with a. ^btid blow of WS dagger, a senti¬ 
nel who was upon duty—traversed the caiop like a rnounta,in-deer, 
though pursued by all wfio Caught the alarm—flirew himself into tlie 
river, and, swimming to the opposite side, was spisii Itiat among the 
woods. In the course of the same eveiiing, his brother Angus and 
jiis followers left Montrose’s camp, apd, taJung the road homeward, 
neveri^in rejoined him. 

Of Allan himself itis stud, that, in a wonderfully shoit space after the 
deed WM committed, he burst into a room iii the Castle of Iiiverary, 
where Ai-gyle was sitting in council, and flung on the table Jus 
bloody dirk. 

“ Is it the blood of James Grdhamo?” said Argyle, a ghastly ex¬ 
pression of hope mixing with the terror which the sudden apparition 
naturally excited. 

“ It is tlie blood of Ids minion,” answered M'AulaV'—“ It is the 
blood which I was predestined to shed, though 1 would rather have 
spilt my own.” 

Having thus spokenj he turned and left the castle, and from tliat 
moment nothing certain is known of his fate. As the boy Kenneth, 
with three of the Children of the Mist, were seen soon afterwards to 
cross Lochfine, it is supposed they dogged Ids course, and that he 
perished by their hand m some obscure wilderness. Another opinion 
maintains, that Allan M‘Aulay went abroad and died a monk of the 
Carthusian order. But nothing beyond bare presumption could ever 
be brought in support of either opmion. 

His yeugeance was much less complete than he probably fancied; 
for Mentmth, though so severely wounded as to remain long in a 
dangerous state, was, by having adopted Major Dalgetty’s fortunate 
recommendation of a cuirass as a bridal gaiihent, happily secured 
from the worst consequences of the blow. But his services were lost 
to Montrose; and it was thought best, that ho should be conveyed 
vrith his intended countess, now truly a mourning bridej and should 
accompany his wounded father-in-law to the castle of Sir Duncan at 
Ardenvohr. Dalgetty followed them to the water’s edge, reminding 
Menteith of the necessity of erecting a sconce on Drumsnab to cover 
his lady’s newly acquired inheritance. 

They performed their voyage in safety, and Menteith was in a few 
weeks so well in health, as to be united to Annot in the castle of her 
father. 

The Higlilanders were somewhat .puzzled to reconcile Menteith’s 
recovery with the visions of the second sight, and themore experienced 
Seers were displeased with him for not havingdied. But others tliought 
the credit of the vision sufficiently fulfilled, by the wound inflicted by 
the hand, and with the weapon, foretold; and all were of opiniom 
that the incident of the ring, with the death’s head, related to the death 
of the bride’s father, who did not survive her marriage many months. 
The incredulous held, that all this was idle dreaming, and that ^an’s 
supposed vision wau but a consequence of the private suggestions of 
his own passion, which, having long seen in Menteith a rival more 
beloved than himself, struggled witli his better nature, and impressed 
upon him, as it were involuntarily, the idea of killing his competitor. 
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Mentffliil did not secorer «ufilciently to loin Montrose during lus 
brief and glorious career; nnd when that lieroic general disbanded 
Ms ai’my tod retired from Scotland, Menteith. resolved to adopt the 
life of privacy, which he led till the Eestoration. After that Atopy 
eventi no occupied a sithatioh in the land befitting his rank, li^ 
long, happy aliko in public regard and in domestic toection, and died 
at a good old age. , * 

Our dramahs persona hare been so limited, that, excepting 
Montrose, whose exploits and fate arc the theme of Mstory, we hare 
only to mention Sir jDugald DMgetty. Tills gentleman continued, 
with the most rigorous punctufuity, to discharge his duty; and to 
receive his pay, until he was made prisoner, among others, upon the 
field of PhUiphaugh. He was condemned to share the fate of his 
foUow-ofiacers upon that occasbn, who were doomed to death rather 
by deunneiations from the pulnit, than the sentence either of ciril or 
military tribunal; their blood being considered as a sort of sin- 
ofieriug to take away the guilt of the land, and the fate imposed 
upon the Oanaanites, under a special dispensation, being impiously 
and cruelly applied to them. 

Several Lowland officerSj in the service of the Covenanters, in¬ 
terceded for Dalgetty on this occasion, representing him as a person 
whose skill would be useful in tiicir army, and who would he readily 
induced to change his service. But on this point they found Sir 
Dngald unexiiectedly obstinate. He had engaged witli the King for 
a certain term, and, till tliat was expired, his principles would not 
permit any shadow of changing, liie Covenanters, again, under¬ 
stood no such nice distinction, and he was in the utmost danger 
of falling a martyTj not to this or that political principle, but merely 
to his owTi strict ideas of a military enh’stment. Fortunately, hw 
friends discovered, by computation, that there remained but a fort¬ 
night to elapse of the engagement he had formed, and to wliich, 
though certain it was never to be renewed, no power on earth could 
make him false. With some diflSculty they procured a reprieve for 
this short space, after wMch tlicy found him perfectly willing to come 
under aiiy engagements they chose to dictate. He entered tlie 
service of the Estates accordmgly, and wrought himself forward to 
be Major in Gilbert Keris coips, commonly called the Kirk’s Own 
Regiment of Horse. Of his farther history w'e know nothing, until 
we find Mm in possession of his paternal e.state of Drumthwacket, 
which he acquired, not by the sword, but by a pacific intermarriage 
with Hannah Strachan, a matron somewhat skicken in years, the 
widow of the Aberdeenshire Covenanter. 

8ir Hugald is supposed to have survived the Revolution, as 
traditions of no verj' distaut date represent Mm as cruizing about in 
that counti 7 , very 0 I 4 very deaf, and veiy full of interminable stories 
about the immortal Gustavus Adolphus, the Lion of the North, and 
the bnlwii^ of the Protestant Faith. 
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Reaj>eb! Tue Tales of mt LAitPLOSl> idrc now finally closed, 
and it was my purpose to hare addressed thee in the vein of Jedediah 
Clcishbotham; but like Hpram the Son of Ashmr, and all other 
imudnary story-tellera, Jedediah has melted into thin air. 

Gleishbotham bore the same resemUaince to Aiiel, as he at 
whose voice he rose doth to <he sage Prosper©; tthd yeti so fond are 
we of the fictions of our own fancy, that I imwI with hitn, dad all his 
imaginary localities, with idle reluctance. I am aware iliis is a 
feeling in which the reader will little sympathize; but he cannot bo 
more sensible than 1 am, that sufficient vaiseties have now been 
exhibited of the Scotti^i character, to exhaust one individual’s 
powers of observation, and that to perast would be useless and 
tedious. I have the vanity to suppose, that the popularity of these 
Novds has shewn my countrymen, and their ucculuH'itics, in lights 
which were now to the Soutnem reader j and that many, hitherto 
indifferent upon the sulpect, have been induced to read fscottisli 
history, from the allusions to it in these works of fiction. 

1 retire from the field, conscious that there remains behind not 
only a large harvest, but labourers capable of. gathering it in. 
More than one writer nas of late displayed talents of this description; 
and if the present author, himself a phantom, may be permitted to 
distiiiguish a brother, or perliaps a sister shadow, he would mention, 
in particular, the author of the very Kvely work entitled “ Marriage.” 


A’ote.—In the orisinsl publication, “Tlic I.«gcntl of JjJonlroao " limned tiKs I’midiixion 
of ibo Talcs of iny Landlord, Tbtril Series, but is inserted in tbia place to suit tbo 
aiTBngemeijt of this Edition of tho Wavciiey Novels. 
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INTRODUCTION TO THE BLACK DWARF, 


Tub idoal being who is here presented ns residing in solitude, and haunted 
by a cousciouBuess of his own deformity, and a suspicion of Ills being 
generally subjected to the scorn of his fellow-men, is not altogether 
imaginary. An individual existed many years since, imder the Authoi^s 
observation, which suggested suoh a character. Tliis poor unlortunaie 
man’s name was David Kitohio, a native of Twoeddalo. He was the son of 
a labourer in the slate-quarries of Stobbo, and must have been born in 
the mis-shapen form which he exhibited, though he sometimes imputed it 
to ill-usage when iu infoncy. Ho was nAd a brudimaker at Edinburgh, 
and hod wandeied to several places, working at his trade, from all which 
ho was chased by the disagreeable attention which his hideous sioOTlority 
of form and face attracted wherever ho came. The Author und^tood 
him to say ho had even been in Dublin. 

Tired at length of being the object of shouts, laughter, and derision^ 
David Kitchio i-esolved, like a door hunted from the herd, to retreat to 
some wilderness, where ho might have the least possible communication 
with the world which sooifod at him. Ho settled himself, with this view, 
upon n patch of wild moorland at the bottom of a bank on the farm of 
Woodhousf, in the sequestered vale of the small river Manor, in Peebles- 
sliiro. Tho few people who had occasion to pass that way were much 
surprised, and some superstitions persons a little alarmed, to see so strange 
!i ligurc as Bow’d Davie (i. e. Crooked David) employed in a task, for. 
which he seemed so totally un&t, os that of erecting a house. The cottage 
which he built Was extremely small, but the walls, as well as those of a 
little garden that surrounded it, were coustruotM with an ambitious 
degree of solidity, being composed of layers of large stones and tiu-f; and 
Some of the corner stones were so weighty, as to puxrio the spectators how 
such a person as the architect could possibly have raised them. In 
Ikxvid received from passengers, or those who came attracted by curio* 
sity, a good deal of assistance; and as no one knew how mudb aid had 
been given by others, tho wonder of each individual remained nndimin- 
ishod. ' 

The proprietor of tho ground, tho late Sir James Naesmith, Baronet, 
chanced to pass this singular dwelling, which, having been placed. there 
without right or leave asked or given, formed an exa^t parallel witii Fal* 
staff’s simile of a “fair house built on another’s groundso that poor 
David might have lust his edikoe by mistaking the property wher^he had 

M 
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£o ooold Ftand upright in th» door of his monsios, which was just that 
height. The following partioulars oonooming his figure and temper ooeur 
in the Scots Magaaine fgi;'1,817, and are, now nnaegstoOd to have been 
Bounnunioatod by the ing^ods Mr EobtrieCSianiboiis of Edinburgh, who 
has roooi-ded wiwi much sjdrit the traditions of the Good Town, and, in 
other pubUcatious, largely and agieeably added ip the stock of our popular 
antigaities. He is the pountrman of David Bitehie, and had iho best 
accees to colleot aneodotw ^ him:. ' 

" EQs dcuU," sayr, this authority, " which was of an oblong and lathor 
nnusual shape, was said to be of such strength, that.he could strike it with 
ease through the pwael of a door, or the end of a barrel. His laugh is said 
to have been quite horrible; and his screech-owl voioe, shrill, uncouth, and 
dissonant, corresponded wdl with his other peculiarities. 

“ There was nothing very uncommon about his dress. He usually wore 
an old slouolmd hat when he went abroad; and when at home, a sort of 
oowl, or night-oap. He never wore, shoes, being unable to ndapt them to 
his mis-Ediapen, fin-like feet, but always had both feet ond legs quite con¬ 
cealed, and wrapt up with pieces of cloth. He always walked with a sort 
of pole, or pifeo-staff, considerably taller than himself. His habits wore 
in many respects, singular, and indicated a mind congenial to its uncouth 
’tebomaclo. A jealous, misanthropical, and irritable temper was his pro¬ 
minent oharacteristlo. Ifhe sense of his deformity haunted him like a 
phantom. And the insults ana scorn to which this exposed him, liad 
poisoned his heart with fierce and bitter feelings, which, from other points 
in his character, do not appear to have been more largely infused into Ms 
original temperament than that of his fellow-men. 

“Ho detested oliildrou, on account of their propensity to insult and per¬ 
secute Mm. To strangers ho was generally reserved, crabbed, and surly ; 
and though ho by no means refnserl assistanoo or oliarity, ho seldom either 
expressed or exhibited mueh gratitude. Even towards persons who hud 
boon his greatest benefactors, and who possossod the greatest share of Ids 
good-will, he frequently displayed much caprice and jealousy, ^lady who 
had known him from his infancy, and who has fin-nished us in tho most 
uhliMng manner with some partioulars respecting him, says, that olthuugli 
Davio wiowed as much respect and attachment to her fathers family, as 
it was in Ms nature to show to any, yet they were always obliged to lie very 
cautious in their deportment towards Mm. Ono day, having gone to visit 
him with another lady, ho took them through Ms garden, and was showing 
them, with much pride atid good-humour, all Ms rich and fastefuUy assorted 
borders, when they hMiponod to stop near a Mot of cabbages which had 
been somewhat injured by tho oaterpUlars. Davie, observing one of tho 
ladles smile, instantly assumed his savage, sccnvling aspect, rushed among 
the cabbages, and daslied them to pieces with hi* jfraf, exclaiming, 'I Imto 
■ the worms, lor they mock mol’ 

“Another lady, likewise a friend and Md acquaintance qf hiSj^very nn- 
intttntin|Mj^ gave David mortal offence on a similar occasion. Throwing 
glance as ho was nshoring her into, his garden, he fancied 
er spit, and exclaimed, with great feroemy, ‘Am I a toad, 
ye spit at mo—that yo spit at me?’ and without listening 


erooted it. Of coorsm the proprietor entertained no idea of oxoctinff such 
aforfeiture, but readily sanctioned tho harmless encroachment. / 

The personal description of Elahonder of Mucklestano-Moor has been 
generally allowed to be a tolerably exact and unexaggeratod portrait of 


lion irritated by persons for whom he entertained little respect, 
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^ BtkaathrepT dteplax^ itmU in mrds» aad tMKetimeB ta ootiouii, ol 
BtU} gmter radonws; uid he used on soolt oeeasiene the most nnusual and 
■InMaarly savage itaptecaUoss and threats.” ^ 

Satan) maintains a certain boloaQa of a^>od and evil in nil her worU; 
and there is no state |)erha|)( «o utteri^r deeolata, irisleh does not {lossio&a 
some eooree of gratifioation pSeoUar to Heelf. This poor man, whoao mis- 
antiiropy was founded In s s«Ma of his own preieriuttunLl d^miity, had 
jlvt bis own porUcular ei^oTmeatS. Driven into solitude, he booamo an 
admirer of the faoaades of natuce. His garden, whteh he sedaloiisly oiilH- 
vSted, and from a ^eoe of wildtnooriand modea very productive iqcHit, was 
his pride and his deiigdit f but be woe also on admirer of more natural 
beontjr: the soft sweep of the green hill, tho bubhlitag of a dteor fountain, 
or the oompiiodtiea of a wild tmclEat, were scenes on vdtdch he often gasod 
for hepn, and as he soi^ with ineicpressihlo delight. It was perhaps fui 
tiliis leinm rimt he was fond of Ethenstone’s pastorals, and some porto of 
Paradhie Lost. The author has heard hhi mom, unmusloid voicii i-ei^at the 
oriebrated desoription of Paradise, whUdi he* seemed folly to appreciate. 
His other Rtudiea wore of a different cost, (dii^y polemical. He never Went 
to the parish church, and wan therefore suspected of entertaining hetwpdoi:' 
opinions, though his objection was probably to the cohconrse of spectators ■ 
to whom he must have exposed hia unseemly deformilA He spoko bf'a 
hiture state with intense feeling, and even with tears. Ho expressed dis¬ 
gust at tho idea of his remains being mixed with the common rubbish, as 
he called it, of '&e chiu'chyard, and selected with hU usual taste a'heauUfnl 
and wild spot in the glen where he had his hermitaTO, in which to taJee Ms • 
last repose, He ebangod hia mind, however, and was finally interaed in 
the common burial-ground of Manor parish. 

The author has invested Wise KUhie with some qualities which made 
him appear, in the eyes of tho vulgar, a man possessed of supornaturaj 
power. Common fame paid David Kitchie a siuilai* compliment, fOr some 
of tho poor and ignorant, as well as all the chUdron, in the neighbourhood, 
hMd him to be what is called mraaay. He himself did not altogether dis¬ 
courage tho idea; it enlarged his very limited circle of power, and in ,ao 
far gratified his ooncoit ; and it soothed his misanthropy, by iuorteing'liui 
means of giving terror or pain. But even in a rude SoottWi gleti imrty ' 
years back, tho fear of sorcery was veiy much out of date. 

David Kitchie affected to frequent solitary scenes, esj^ecially such .'is wore 
supposed to bo haunted, and ruuod hlmsou upon his courage in lining so. 
To 1)0 sure, he had little ohaneo of meotang anything more ugly, than him¬ 
self. At heart, he was superstitiouSj and planted many rowans (mountain., 
ashes) around his hut, as apertain defence against neoromanoy, J^or the ’ 
same reason, doubtless, be desired to have rowau-trews Set about his grave; 

Wo have stated that David Ritchie loved objects of natural beani.y. His 
only living favonrltos wore a dog and a oat, to which he was paitioularly ab 
tached, and his l)ees, which ho treated with*great care. He took a sister, 
latterly, to live in a hut adjacent to his own, but ho did not permit her to " 
enter it. She was weak in inteUoot, but not deformed in person; simple, 
or rather rilly, hut not, Mke her brother, spllen or bizarre. David was 
never affectionate to her; it was not in his nature; but bo ondurotl hier. 
Ho maintained himself and herl^ the sale of the produce of tholr garden - 
and bee-hivos; and, latterly, they had a small allowance from the parish. ' 
Indeed, in the simple and pairiai^al state in which the country thou was, 
persons in the situation of David and his sister wore sure to be supported, 
^ey had only to apply to the next gentleman or ntspeetabie farmer, wd 
were sure to find mom equally ready and willing to supply th.eip.yiir^' 

I Boots M»gi*lne, vol. go, p. SOT. - * ’ , 
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mpderale wants. DatM often received gratuities from strangers, wMoU he 
never asked, never refused, and never seemed to ccmsider os an obligation. 
Ho had ..a right, indeed, to regard himself as one of Nature’s paurars, to 
whom she gave'a title to be maintained by his kind, even by that deferin- 
ity Which closed against him aH ordinary ways of 8up|)ortiag himself by his 
own labour. Besides, a bag was suspended in the mill iot David Bitohie’s 
benefit j and those who were carrying home a melder of meal, seldom fall* 
ed to add a ffompen,'^ to the alms-bag of the deformed cripple. In short, 
David had no occasion for money, save to purchase snuff, his only Inxu^, in 
which ho indulged himself libe^y. When ha died, in the beginning of 
the present oeiftury, he was found to have hoarded atout twenty pounds, 
a habit very consistent with Ids diqioSition ; for wealth is power, and 
power was what David BitoMe detored to possess, as a compensation for 
his ezedusion from human society. 

fiis Bister survived till the publication of the tale to which this brief 
notice forms the introduction; and the autlior is sorry to learn that a sort 
of “local sympathy,” and the curiosity then expressed concerning the 
Author of Waverley, and the subjects of his Novels, exposed the poor 
woman to inquiries which gave her pain. When pressed about her brotner's 
pecuharitiee, she asked in her turn why they would not permit the dead 
to rest ! To others, who pressed for some account of her parents, she 
answered in the same tone of feeling. 

The author saw this poor, and, it may be said, unhappy man, in autumn 
1797. Being then, as he has the happiness stm to remain, connected by 
ties of intimate friendship with the family of the venerable Dr Adam Fer- 
gusson, the philosopher and lustoiion, who Ihen resided at the mansion- 
house of Halyards, m the vale of Manor, about a mile from IStchie'S hermi¬ 
tage, the author was upon a visit at Halyards, which lasted for soveral days, 
and was made acquainted with this singular anchorite, whom Dr Fergus- 
son considered as an extraordinary character, and whom ho assisted in 
various ways, particularly by the occasional loan of books. Though tho 
taste of the philosopher and the poor peasant did not, it may be supposed, 
always correspond.* Dr Pergusson considered him as a man of a powerful 
capacity and orimnal ideas, but whose mind was thrown off its just bias by 
a predominant degree of self-love and self-opinion, galled by tho sense of 
ridicule and contempt, and avenging itself upon society, in idea at least, by 
a doomy misanthropy. 

David Bitohie, bekdes the utter obscurity of his life while in existence, 
had been de^ for many yeare, when it occurred to the author that such a 
character might be made a powerftil agent in fiotitious narrative. lie 
accMirdingly sketched that of SUshie of the MucMestane-Moor. The storj' 
was intended to bo longer, ana the catastrophe more ortifioially brought 
out; but a friendly entio, to whoso opinion I subjected the work in its 
progr^, was of opinion, that the idea of the Solitary was of a kind too 
revolting, and more likely to disgust than to interest the reader. As I had 
good ri^t to consider my adviser as an excellent judge of public opiuiou, I 
got off my subjeot tor hastening tho story to an end, as fast as it was pos¬ 
sible ; and, by hading into one volume, a tale which was designed to 
occupy two, have perhaps produced a narraMve as much disproportion^ 
and distorted, as the Black Dwarf, who is its subject. 

1 Coublo liandAil. 

* I remember David was particularly anxione to see a book, wbieh bo called, I tliiiib, 
hetten to the Elect Ladies, and which, he said, was the best coinpoeition be had ever 
read i but Dr Fergusson'i library did not aupply the volume. 
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BLACK DWARF. 


CHAPTER 1. 


Prditninary, 

Mast any pliUosophy in thee. Shepherd? 

At You Like tl. 

It wfts a fine April morning (excepting fliai it had snowed hard 
the night before, and the ground remains covered with a dazzHng 
mantle of six inches in depth) when two horsemen rode up to the 
Wallace Inn. The first was a strong, tall, powerful man, in a aej 
riding-coat, having a hat covered with wax-cloth, a huge sihrer- 
mounted horsewhip, boots, and dreadnought overalls. He was 
mounted on a large strong Wown mare, rough in coat but w^ in 
condition, with a saddle of the yeomanry cutj and a double-bitted 
military bridle. The man who accompanied him was ^parently his 
servant; he rode a sh^gy little grey pony, had a blue bonnet on his 
head, and a large check napkin Mded about his neck, wore a pair of 
long blue worsted hose instead of boots, had liis gloveless hands 
much stained with tar, and observed on air of dmerence and re¬ 
spect towards his companion, but without any of those indications 
of precedence and punctilio which are preserved between the gentry 
and their domestics. On the contrary, the two travellers entered 
the court-yard abreast, and the concluding sentence of fte conversa¬ 
tion which had been carrying on betwixt them was a joint ejacida- 
tion, “ Lord guide us, an this weather last, what will come o’ the 
lambs!” The hint was sufficient for my Landlord, who, advandng 
to take the horse of the principal person, and holding him by tha 
reins as he dismounted, while his ostler rendered the same service to 
the attendant, welcomed the stranger to Ghindercleugln and, m the 
same breath, inquired, “Wliat news from the south luelands? 

“News?” said the farmer, “bad eneugh news, I think an we 
can carry through the yowes, it vrill be a’ we can do; we maun e'«i 
leave the lambs to the Black Dwarf’s care.” 
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^ Ay, ay," suligojliod the old shepherd, (for suoli he was J shakinif 
his head, Do’ll be nuco busy amang the morts thw scaaon. 

« Tlie Black Dwarf 1” said »w learned fnend and patron,' 
Mr dedediah Olcishbothaui, “ and what sort of a peraonage may 
he bo ?” 

“Ilont awa* jamn,” answered the fandoj, “ye’ll hao heard o’ 
Canny Kldiie the Black Dwarf, or I am muckle mistaeu—A'tho 
warld telK talcs about him, bnt^it's but daft uonsense after a’~[ 
iinna bi.*licy('a word o’t frae beginning to end.” ^ • 

“ Your father heliercd it unco stievely though,” said the old man, 
to whom the scepticism of his master gave obvious displeasure. 

“ Ay, very true, Bauldy, but that was in the time o’ the black¬ 
faces—they’believed a hantle queer things in thae days, that naebody 
heeds since the. lang sheep cam in.” 

“ The mair’s the pity, the mair’s the pity,” said the old man. 
“Your father,—and sae I have often tell’d ye, maister,—wad hao 
been sair vexed to hoc seen the auld peel-house wa's pu’d do>vn to 
mtdee park-dykes; and the bonny bi-ooray knowe, where he liked 
sae wcel to sit at e’eu, wi’ his plaid about him, and look at the kyc 
as they cam down the loaning, ill wad he hae liked to hao seen that 
braw sunny knowe a'riven out wi’.the pleugh in the fashion it is at 
this day.” 

“ Ihiut, Bauldie,” replied the principal, “ tak yc that dram the 
landlord’s oS’ering ye, and never fash your head about the cU!Uige.s o’ 
1 he warld; sae king as ye Vc blithe and bien yourscll.” 

“ ^S’nssing your liealth, sirs,” said the shepnerd; and having taken 
idf his gla.ss, and observed the W'hisky urns tiie riglit thing, lie conti¬ 
nued, “ It’.s no for the like o’ us to lie judging, to bo sure; but it was 
a hoiinj' knowe that brooray knowe, and an uuco braw shelter for the 
lambs 111 a severe morning like this.” 

“ Ay,” said his patron, “but ye ken wo maun liae turaips for the 
Jang sheep, billio, and nmekle fiard wark to get them, biiith wi’ the 
pleugli and the howc; and that wad sort ill wi’ sitting on tlie 
liroouiy knowe, and cracking about Black Dwarfs, sind sjccau cla- 
vers. a.H was the gate laiig' .syne, when Die short sheep were in (lie 
fapliioii,” 

“ Atveel, awcel. maister,” said the attendant, “ short slioep had 
short rents, 1 ’m thinking.” 

Here iiiy worthy and learned patron again intoiqai.scd, and ob¬ 
served, “ that hi' conld iievi-r perceive any material difference, in 
point of longitude, bctwx'cn one ,«heep and another.” 

Tills occasioned a loud hoarse laugh on the part of Die fanner, and 
an astonished stare on the part of the sbcidierd. “It’s the woo', 
mati^—it’s the woo’, and no_tbe beasts themaellH, that niakc.s Diem 
be ea’d la»g or short. I believe if ye were to measure their baisks, 

*■ Wc liave, sn nits biuI other instsnees, prlnlcl In Itntios snmo few worCs ivWcli the 
worthy editor, Mr Jiidedliili Cleislitsilliara, soems to Ihito Interrol.sU'it upon tlie ti nt ol 
ills fltsieasea frltna, Mr Pattiesnn. Wo must oh.'iervB, once lor .all, tlmt .sio-.h llhcrtlog 
seem only to haw been taken by the teamed gentleman where his own character and 
conduct are concerned i and surely he must bo the best Judge of the style in wWch hit 
own character and conduct should he trestod oC 
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the short sheep wad be rather the togCT-bodied o’ the twaj but ifs 
tJie woo’ that pays the rent in thae days, and it had moeklc need.” 

“ Odd, Bauldie ssvys very true,—short sheep did make short rents 
^my fatlier paid for our steading just threescore pimds, and it 
stands me iu three hundred, plack and bawbee,^And that’s very 
true— I hae nae time to be standing hero elavera^—Landlord, get 
us our breakfast, and see aij’ get the yauds fed—1 am for donn to 
Clnisty Wilson’s, to see if him and me can gree about the iuckn<Miny 
I am to gie him for his yeor-aulds. We had drank sax mut^ins 
to the making the bargain at St Boswell’s fair, and some gate wo 
caniia gree upon the particulars preceesly, for as muckle time as we 
t(Kik about it—I doubt we draw to a plea—But hear ye, neighbour,” 
addressing my worthy and learned natron, “ if ye want to hear ony 
thing about lang or sliort sheep, I will be back here to my against 

ane o’clock; or, if ye want ony attld warld stories about the Black 
Dwiuf, and sick-like, if ye’ll ware a half mutchkiii upon Bauldie 
there, he’ll crack t’ye like a pen-gun. And Fse gie ye a luutchkin 
mwell, man, if 1 can settle aeel wi' Christy Wilson.” • 

Tlic ftxriner returned at the hour appointed, and with Iiim came 
Christy Wilson, their difl’crence having been fortunately settled 
without an appeal to the gentlemen of the long robe. My learned 
and worthy patron failed not to attend, both on accoimt of the 
relVesUment promised to the mind and to the body, although he is 
hnown. to partake of the latter in a wry moderate degree; and the 
])!iny, xvith which my Landlord was associated, continued to sit late 
111 the evening, seasoning their liouor with many choice tales and 
songs. The last incident which I recollect, was my learned and 
worthy patron falling from his chair, just as he concluded a long 
lecture upon temperance, by reciting, from the Gentle Sheplierdj a 
couplet, which he right happily transfenred from the vice or avarice . 
to that of ebriety: 

II« that has jniit eutasU may sonnilly sleep, 

Tlio owcrcomo only lUslics folk to keep. 

In the course of the evening the Black Dwarf* had not been for- 

4 Tlu> Uluok Dw.irf, iioiv .■slmosl forgotten, was once lield a formsaable personage by 
1 he (l.tlcamcu of tlie Hor<icr, where he got the blame of whatever mischief hofeli the sheep 
(■r I'allli'. “ tic was,” says Or la'ydcu, who makes considerable use ofbira in the bailart 
r.illeil tbe Cowl or Keel Jar, “a fairy of the most mallgnimtarder—che genuine NorUieni 
Oiicrgar.” The best and most authentic account of this dangerous and mysterlansbeing 
occurs in a talc communicated to tbe author by that eminent antiquary, Richard Surtees, 
Ksq. of Mainsfiirlh, .author of the History of the Bishopric of Onrhain. 

Accoialincto this well .attested legeml, two youngNorOmmtwlans wereoutona Slioot- 
liigpany, mill iiad plunged deep among the tnonntninoua moorlands aTblrli border on 
(’nmherlaml. They stopped for retteSlMaoiit in a lltOo secluded dell by the side of a 
rivulet. There, after tlioy had partaken of such food as they brought with them, 
one of the parly fell asleep; the other, unwilling to disturb his Mend’s repose, stole 
silently out of the dell with the pni^iose of looking around him, when ho was astonbdied 
lo fliirt lihusoif rinse to a being who seemed not to belong to this world, as he was ttie 
most Iddcons dwarf tliat tbe sun had ever ^ouo on. His head ivas of Ibll imman siae, 
forming a tWghtftd coni laist with his height, which was eonsldcr.aWy imdcr four ibet U 
avas thalclieit wiili no other covering than long matted red hair, like that of the &lt of a 
badger in consistence, .and In colour a reddish broWB, Ifltc tho hue of the healJier- 
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gotten, and the old shepherd, Banldie, told so many stories of Initi, 
that they excited a good deal of interest. It also onpenrcd, though 
not till uio third punch-bowl was emptied, that much of the farmer’s 
scepticism on the subject was affected, as evincing a Ubcrality of 
thinking, and a freedom from ancient prejudices, becoming a man 
who paid three hundred pounds a-year of rent, while, in fact, he had 
a lurking belief in the traditions of his forefathers. After my usual 
manner, 1 made farther inquiries of other persons connected witli 
the wild and pastoral district in which the scene of the following 
narrative is placed, and I was fortunate enough to recover many 
liuks of the story, not generally known, and'which account, at least 
in some degree, for the circumstances of exaggerated marvel with 
which superstition has attired U in the more vmgar traditions. 


CHAPTER U. 

Will none but Bcame tlie Hunter serve your turn? 

Meny Wives qf Winthor. 

In one of the most remote districts of the south of Scotland, wlicre 
an ideal line, drawn along the tops of lo% and bleak mountains, 
separates that land from her sister kingdom, a young man, called 
Halbert, or Hobbie Elliot, a substantial farmer, who Imasted his 
descent from old Martin EUiot of the Preaken-tower, noted in Bor¬ 
der story and song, was on his return from deer-stalking. The deer, 
once so numerous among these solitary wastes, were now reduced to 
a very few herds, which, sheltering themselves in the most remote 

blossom. His limbs socmed of great strength; nor was be otlicrwisc ilofoniieil tbnn fnnn 
lliclrnuaue proportion in tlileknoss to his aimlnutlve liciglit. Tlic tcrriflcil sportsimiii 
stood gazing on tlris horrible apporttion, untll^wlth an angry counteiiaiieo, the being 
amnanded by wjiat right he intruded lilmscif on those Idlls, and destroyed their liarjii- 
less inhabitants. Tlie perplexed stranger endeavoured to jiropitlato the Inecnsed dwarf, 
by offering to surrender his gome, as ho would to an earUiIy Lord of the Manor. The 
proposal only redoubled the offence already taken by Uie dwarf, who .illegud that ho was 
the lord of those mountains, and the protector of the wild creatures who found a retreat 
In their solitary recesses; and that all spoils derived Uom iheir death, or misery, were 
abhorrent to him. Tlie hunter lumibled liimself before the angry goblin, and by protes¬ 
tations of his Ignoranco, andoflilsresolntion to abstain from sueli intrusion in future, 
at last succeeded In pacifying him. The gnome now became more communicative, and 
spoke ofMmselfns belonging to a species ofbeings something iietwcon tlie angelic race 
and Iramanity. He added, moreover, which could hardly have lieen anticipated, that lie 
had hopes of sharing In the redemption of Uio race of Adam. He pressed the sportsman 
to visit bis dwelling, which he said was hard by, and plighted his fhith Air his safe re¬ 
turn. Hut at this moment, the shout of the sportsman’s companion was lieard calling 
fbt Ills Mend, and tlic dwarf, as if unwilling that more than one person should be cogni¬ 
sant of Ms presence, disappeared as the young man emerged ftom the dell to iota ids 
comrade. 

It was the universal opinion of those most experienced In such matters, tliat if tlie 
vShooter had accompanied the spirit, ho would, notwithstanding the dwarf’s fair pre¬ 
tences, have been either torn to pieces, or lintnured for years to the recesses of somo 
Etiry hin. 

Snob Is the last and most antheutic account of the apparition of the Black Dwarf. 
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«nd inaccessible recess^ rendered the task of pursuing them equallr 
toilsome and precarious, Thei’e were, however, found many youth 
of the country ardently attached tp tins spoit, with all its dangers 
and fatigues. The sword had been shewed upon tlie Borders for 
more than a hundred years, by the peaceful union of the crowns in 
the reign of James the First of Great Britain. Still the coun^ re¬ 
tained traces of what, it had been in former days; the inhabitants, 
their more peaceful avocations having been repeatedly interrupted 
by the civil wars of the preceding century, were scarce yet broken in 
to the habits of regular industiy; sheep-fawning had not been intro¬ 
duced upon any considerable scale 5 and the feeding of black cattle 
was the chief purpose to which the hills and valleys were applieil. 
Near to the farmer’s house, the tenant usually contrived to raise 
such a crop of oats or harley, as afforded meal for Ids family; and 
the whole of this slovenly and impmfcct mode of cultivation left 
much time upon his own hands, and those of Ids domestics. This 
was usually employed by the young men in hunting and fishing; 
and the spirit of adventure^ which formerly led to raids and forays 
in the same districts, was still to ho discovered in the eagerness with 
which they pursued tho.se rural sports. 

The more high-spuitod among tlic youtli were, about the time that 
our narrative tegins, expecting, rather vrith hope than apprehenrion, 
an opportunity of emulating their fathers in their military achieve¬ 
ments, the recital of w’hich formed the cldef part of their amuse¬ 
ment within doors. The passing of the Scottisli act of security had 
given the alarm to England, as it seemed to point at a separation of 
the two British kingdoms, after the decease of Queen Anne, the 
reigning sovereign. Godolphin, then at the head of the English ad¬ 
ministration, foresaw that there was no other mode of avoimng the 
probable extremity of a civil war, but by cawying tbrough an incor- 
poratiiig uidon. "How tliat treaty was managed, and how little it 
.scemedfor some time to promise the beneficial results which have since 
taken place to such extent, may bo learned from the liistorv of the 
period. It is enough for om* purpose to say, tliat all Scotland was 
indignant at tlic terms on which their legislature had sun-endeqeed 
thou- national independence. The general resentment led to the 
strangest leagues and to the wildest plans. The Cameronians were 
about to take arms for the restoration of the house of Stewart, whom 
they regarded, with justice, as tlieir oppressors; and the intrigues of 
the period presented the strange picture of papists, prelatists, ami 
Presbyterians, caballing among themselves against the English go^ 
vemmeiit, out of a common feeling that their country had been 
treated with injustice. 'I'lie fermentation was universal; and, as the 
population of Scotland had been generally ti'ained to arms, under the 
act of security, they were not indifferently prepared for war, and 
waited but the" declaration of some of the nobility to break out into 
open hostility. It was at this period of public confusion that our 
story opens. 

The cieugli, or wildravhie, into which Holibie Elliot had followeil 
tlic game, was already fai* behind him, and he was considerably ad- 
yjuiced on his return homeward, when the wight began to close 
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upon Man. This would have l)Con a circumstanoe of wat mdiffer- 
ence to the experieuwd sportsman, who could have walked hUndfold 
over every inch of his native heaths, had it not happ^ed near a spot, 
which, according to the traditions of the counto, was in cxtrentoiyliad 
fame, ns hnuiiti'U by supernatural appearance&To tales of this kind 
Hohoie had, fiom his chihlhood, lent ou attentiTOSiP'; and a» no jiart 
of the country aftorded such a variety of logcnds, so no man was 
nwn o deeiilv read in their foarftd lore thmi llobhie of the lleuiili-foot; 
for so om' jrulknt ivas called, to distinguish Mm from a roimd dpRen 
of Elliots who bore the same Christiau name. It cost liim no eflbi t», 
therefore, to call to memory the terrific incidents connected with the 
extensive waste npoiiwMch he was now entering. In fact, they 
presented themselves with a readiness which he felt to be somewhat 
dismaying. 

This dreaiw common was called Mucklestane-Moor, from a huge 
column of unnewn granite, which raised its mossy head ou a knoll 
near the centre of the heath, perhaps to tell of tlie mighty dead who 
slept beneath, or to preserve the memory of some bloody skinnish. 
The real cause of its existence had, however, passed away; and tra¬ 
dition, wliieh is nss frequently an inventor of fiction as a preserver of 
truth, had supplied its place with a supplementai'y legend of her 
own, which now came full upon Hobble’s memory. The ground 
about the i)illar was strewed, or rather eucnmberod,\vitU many large 
fragraoum of stone of the same consistence with the coltinin, whieli, 
from thei)- appearance as they ky scattered on the waste, were po¬ 
pularly called tlic Grey Geese of Mucklestanc-Moor. Tin; legend 
accounted for this name and appearauceby the catastrophe of a noted 
and most lonnidable witch who frequented these hills in former days, 
causing the ewes to keb, and the kino to cast their calves, and ])er- 
fonning all the feats of mischief ascribed to these evil beings. On 
this moor she used to hold her revels with her sister hags; and rings 
were still pointed out on which no grass nor heath over grew, tlie 
turf being, as it were, calcined by the scorching hoofs of their diabo¬ 
lical partnei'S. 

Once upon a time this old hag is said to have crossed the moor, 
driving before her a flock of geese, wMch she proposed to sell to 
advantage at anoighbouring fan’; for it is well known that the Fiend, 
however liberM in imparting his powers of doing mischief, ungener¬ 
ously leaves his allies uiulor tho necessity of performing the moane-st 
rustic labours for subsistence. The day was far advanced, and her 
oiiaiice of obtaining a good price depended on her being first at the 
market. But the geese, which had hitherto preceded her in a pretty 
orderly manner, when they came to this wide common, interspersed 
with marshes and pools of watci-, scattered in every direction, to 
plunge into the element in which they delighted. Incensed at the 
obstinacy with wliich they defied all her efforts to collect them, and 
not remembering the precise terras of the contract by whicb the 
Fiend was bound to obo3'- her commands for a certain sjiaee, the .sor¬ 
ceress exclaimed, “Heevil, that neither 1 nor tliey ever stir fromfiiw 
snot more!” The words were hardly uttwed, when, by a metamor¬ 
phosis as sudden as any in Ovid, the hag and her rcfraclofy flock 
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were converted in^ stone, &e angel wlwm she served, being a strict 
fonnalist, grasping eagerly at an opporismity of completing tlie ruin 
of Jier body and soul by a literal ob^ence to her orders. It is Raid, 
that when she perceived and felt the transforamriou which was about 
to take place, she exclalaidd to the treacherons fiend, “Ah, thou 
false thief I lang hast thou promised me a grey gowa, and now 1 am 
getting ane tluit will lost mr ever,” The dimenBions of the pillar, 
and of the stones, wei’fi often appealed, to, as a proof of the superior 
stature and size of old women and geeSe in the days of other years, 
by those praisera of the past who held the comfortable opinion of Uie 
gradual degeneracy of mankind. 

All particulars of this legend Hobble called to mind as he passed 
along the moor. He also remembered, that, since the catastrophe 
had taken place, the scene of it had been avoided, at least after night¬ 
fall, by all human beings, as being the ordinary jfcsort of kelpies, 
spunlncs, and other demons^ once the companions the witch’s dia- 
uolical revels, and now contmuing to rendezvous upon the same sjwt, 
as if still in attendance on their transformed miskess. Ilobnie's 
natural hardihood, however, manfully combated with tliese intrusive 
sensations of awe. He summoned to his side the brace of large grey¬ 
hounds, who were the companions of Ids sports, and who were wont, 
ill his oivn phrase, to fear neither dog nor devil; he looked at the 
priming ofhis piece, ami, like the clown in Hallowe’en, whistled up 
the warlike ditty of Jock of the Siile, tis a gmicral causes his drums 
be beat to inspirit the doubtful coura^ of his soldiers. 

In this .state of mind, he was rc^ glad to hear a friendly voice 
shout in his rear, and propose to him a partner on the road. He 
slackened his pcocc, and was quicklyjoined by a youth well known to 
him, a gcntlenian of some fortune in that remote country, and who 
had been abroad on the same errand with liiraself. Young Earns- 
clifti “ of that ilk," had lately come of age, and succeoded to a mode- 
1 'nte fortune, a good deal dilapidated, from the share his family had 
taken in the disturbances of the period. They were much and gene¬ 
rally respected in the country; a reputation which this young geutle- 
niah seemed likely to sustain, as he was yreli educated, mid of ex¬ 
cellent dispositions. 

“ Now, Earuscliff,” exclaimed Hobhie, “1 am glad to meet your 
honour ony goto m>d company’s blithe on a bare moor like this— 
it’s an unco bogillv bit—Where hac yo been sporting?’' 

“Tip the Carla Cleugh, Hoblnc," answered Earnscliff, re- 
Inruing Ids greeting. “But will our dogs keep the peace, think 
you?” 

“ Deil a fear o’ mine,” said Hobble, “ they hao scarce a leg to stand 
on. Odd! the deer’s fled the conutrys 1 think. I have been as far 
as Inger-fell-foot, and deil a horn has Hobbie seen, excepting three 
red-wud raos, that never let me within riiot of them, tbougli I gaed 
a mile round to get up the wind to them, an’ a’. Deil o’ me wad 
care muckle, only I wanted some venison to om- auld gude-damo. 
The carlino, she sits in the neuk yonder, upbye, and cracks about 
the grand shooters and hunters lang sjiie—Odd, I think they hae 
killed a’ the deer in the country, for my part." 
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“ Well, Hobble, 1 have shot a fat buck, aud sent Ijitn to EariiscKff 
this morning'—^you shall have half of him for your gx'andmothcr.” 

“ Mony thanks to ye, Mr Patrick, ye ’re kend to a’ the country 
for a kind heart. It will do the auld wife’s heart gude—maiv 
token, when she kens it comes frae you—and maist of a’, gin ye ’ll 
come up and take your share, for I reckon ye are lonesome now in 
the auld tower, and a’ your folk at that weary Edmburgh. I wonder 
what they can find to do amang a wheen ranks o’ stane houses wi’ 
slate on the tap o’ Idiom, Uiat might live on tijoir oin bonny green 
hills.” 

“ My education and my sisters’ has kept my mother much in Edin¬ 
burgh for several years,” saidEarnsclifij “but I promise you I propose 
to make up for losfr time.” 

“ And ye’ll rig out the auld tower a bit,” said Hobbic, “and Uve 
hearty and neighbour-like wi’ the auld family friends, as the Laird o’ 
BamsclifF should? I can tell ye, my mother—my grandmother 1 
mean—but, since we lost our am mother, we ca’ her sometimes the 
tane, and sometimes the tother—but, ouy gate, slie conceits herscU 
no that distant connected wi’ you.” 

“ Very true, HobMe, and I will come to the Heugh-foot to dinner 
to-morrow with all mj heart.” 

“ Weel, that’s kindly said! We are auld neighbours, an we were 
nae lun—and my guae-dame's fain to sec you—she clavers about 
your father that was killed lang syne.” 

“ Hush, hush, Ilobbie—^not a word about Uiat—it’s a story better 
forgotten.” 

“ I dinna ken—if it hod cliauccd amang our folk, wc wad hae 
keepit it in mind mony a day till we got some mends for’t—but ye 
ken your aiu ways best, you lairds— I liave heard that Elliealaws 
.friend stickit your sire after the laird himsell had mastered his 
sword.” 

“ Pie, fie, Ilobbie; it was a foolish brawl, occasioned by wine and 
polities—many swords were drawn—^it is impossible to say who struck 
the blow.” 

“ At ony rate, auld Ellieslaw was aiding and abetting; and I am 
sure if ye_ were sae disposed as to take amends on him, naeboily 
could say it was wi’ang, for your fatlier’s blood is beneath his nails 
—hud besides, there’s naebody else left that was concerned to take 
amends upon, and he’s a prelatist and a Jacobite into the bargain— 
I can tell ye the countw folk lock for something atween ye.” 

“ 0 , for shame, HobWe I ” replied tlie young LaM; “ you, thsit 
profess religion, to stir your fnend up to break the law, and take 
vengeance at his own hand, and iu such a bogilly bit too, where we 
know not what beings may be listening to us! ” 

“ Hush, hush! ” said Hobbie, drawing nearer to his companion, 
“ I wasna thinking o’ the like o’ them—But I can guess a wee bit 
what keeps your hand up, Mr Patrick; we a’ken it’a no lack o’ 
courage, but the twa grey een of a bonny lass, Miss Isabel Vere, that 
keeps you sae sober.’’ 

“ I assure you, Hobbie,” said his companion, rather angrily, “ I 
ftssuro you you are mistaken; and it is extremely wrong of you 
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cither to think of, or to utter, such an idea; I have no idea of per¬ 
mitting freedoms to be carried so far as to connect my name wi& 
that of any young kdy.” 

“ Why, there now—there now! ” retorted Elliot; “ did I not soy 
it wasna want o’ spunk that mode ye sae mim ?—Weel, wee], I meant 
nae offence; but there’s just ae thing ye n^uy notice frae a Mend. 
The auld Laird of EUieslaw has tlie aum riding blood far better at 
his heart than ye hae—^trotfa, he kens naethiug about thae newfangled 
notions o’ peace and quietness—he’s a’ for the auld-warld doings o’ 
liftuig and laying on, and he has a wheen stout lads at his back, too, 
and keens them weel up in heart, and as fu’ o' tnischief as young 
colts, where he gets the gear to do % nanc can say; he lives high, 
and far abune his rents here; however, he pays uis way—Sae, u 
there’s ony outbreak in the countiy, he's likely to break out wi' the 
first — and weel does Im mind the auld quarrels between ye. I 
am surmizing he’ll be for a touch at tlie auld tower at Earns- 
cliff.” 

“ Well, Ilobbie/’ answered tlie young gentleman, “ if he should bo 
so ill advised, I shall try to make the da tower good against him, as 
it has been made good oy my betters against his betters many a day 
ago.” 

“ Very right—vciy right—that’s speaking like a man now,” said 
the stout yeoman; “and, if sae should be that tliis be sae, if ye ’ll 
just gar your servant jow out the great bell in tlic tower, there ’ti 
me, and my twa brothers, and little Davie of tho Stenhouse, will bo 
wi’ you, wi’ a’ the power wo can make, in the snt^ing of a flint.” 

“ Many thanks, Hobble,” answered Eamscliff; “ but I hope 
w(f slinll nave no war of so unnatural and uncluistian a kind in our 
time.” 

“ Hont, sir, liont,” replied Elliot; “ it wad be but a woe bit neigh| 
hour war, and Heaven and eai'th would make allowances for it in this 
uncultivated place—it’s just the natm'c o’ the folk and the land—wo 
canna live qmet like London folk—wc liaena so muckle to do. It’s 
impossible.” 

“ Well, Ilohbic,” said the Laird, “ for one who believes so deeply 
as you do in supernatural appearauces, I must own you take Heaven 
in your own hand rather audaciously, considering where we are 
walking.” 

“ What needs I care for the Mucklestanc-Moor ony mair than ye 
do yourscll, Eamsclift’?” said llobbic, something offended. “'ro 
bo sure, they do say there’s a sort o’ worricows and laug-nchbit 
things about tho liuid, but what need I care for them? 1 hae a 
good conscience, and little to answer for, unless it be about a rant 
amnng the lasses, nr a splorc at a fair, and that’s no muckle to 
speak of. Though 1 say it inysell, 1 am as quiet a lad and as pcacc- 
ate- ” 

“ And Dick ’Dirnbull’s head tliat yon broke, and Willie of Wintott 
whom you shot at ? ” said his travelling companion. 

“ Hunt, Earnscliff, ye keep a record of a’ men’s misdoings—Dick’s 
hciwl’s healed again, and we’re to fight out tho quarrel at .Teddart, 
on the Rood-day, so that’s like a tiling settled in a peaceable way; 
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aud then I am friend wi’ Willio again, puir chield—it was but Iwa 
or three hail draps after a’. I wad let ohy body do the like o't to 
me for a pint o’ brandy. But Willie's lowland bred, poor fallow, and 
soon frighted for himsell—And for tho worricows, were we to meet 
ane on uiis very bit—” * 

“ As is not unlikely,” ^d young EamsclifF, “for there stands your 
old witclj, Hobbie.” 

“ I say,” continued Elliot, as if indignant at this h[int^“ I say, if 
the auld carline liersell was to get up out o’ the grund just before us 
here, 1 would think nae mair~But, gude preserve us, Eamsclifl^ 
what can yon be?” 


CHAPTER m. 

Krown Dwnrf, thnt o’or the moorlima strays. 

Thy name to KceWar tell! 

“ The Brown Man of tho Moor, that stays 
Bonenih tho hoathcr-bell." 

JOBKliSCDEK. 

The object which alarmed the young farmer in the middle of his 
valorous protestations, startled for a moment even his less prejudiced 
companion. The moon, which had arisen during their conversation, 
was, ill the phrase of that country, wading or struggling with clouds, 
and shed only a doubtful and occasional hglit. By one of her beams, 
which streamed upon the great gi’anite column to which they now 
approached, they discovered a form, apparently human, but of a size 
much less thau ordinary, which moved slowly among the large g«ey 
stones, not like a person intending to journey onward, but with the 
slow, irregular, flitting movement of a being who hovers around sonic 
Ihpot of melancholy recollection, uttering also, from time to time, a 
sort of indistinct muttering sound. This so much'resembled his idea 
of the notions of an apparition, that Hobbie Elliot, making a dead 
pause, while his hair erected itself upon its scalp, whispered to liis 
companion, It’s Auld Ailie hersell 1 Shall 1 gie her a shot, in tlu' 
name of God?” 

“ For Heaven’s sake, no,” said his companion, holding down the 
weapon which he was about to raise to the aim—“ for Heaven’s .sake, 
no; it’s some poor distracted creature.” 

“ Ye ’re distracted yoursell, for thinking of going so near to her,” 
said Elliot, holding his companion in his turn, as he prepared to ad- 
vanw. “ We ’ll aye hae time to pit ower a hit prayer (an I could 
bnt inind ane) afore she comes this lengUi—Go<l 1 sfic’s in nae hurry,” 
continued he^ growing bolder from his companion’s confidence, and 
tihe little notice the apparition seemed to take of them. “ She hirples 
like a hen on a het girdle. I redd ye, Eamscliff,” (this he added in 
a gentle whisper,) “let us take a cast about, as if to draw the wind on 
a buck—^the bog is no abune knee-deep, and better a saft road as bad 
company.” ^ 

> The Soots uBO tho epithet aofl, is mahm partem, in tivo came ut least. A Kift 
road, la a road throngh quagmire and bogsi and aoylf weather, signifies that whti* Ig very 



THE BI^OK BWARE. 


ITS 

Earnseliff, however, ia ^ite of hie oompamon’s resistoncc and 
remonstrances, confeued to advance on the path they had ori¬ 
ginally pursued, and soon confW)nted the object of their investi¬ 
gation. 

The height of the Smre, which appeared even to decrease as they 
approached it, seemed to be under four feet, ajid its form, as far as 
the imperfect light afforded them the means of discerning, was verj' 
nearly as broad as long, or rather of a spherical shape, wMch could 
only be occasioned by some strange personal deformity. The young 
sportsman hailed this extraordinary appearance.twice, without re¬ 
ceiving any answer, or attending to the pinches by which his com- 
panipn endeavoured to intimate that their best course was to walk 
on, without giving farther disturbance to a being of such singular 
and preternatural exterior. To the tliiid repeated demand of “ wlio 
arc you? What do you here at this hour of night?”—a voice re¬ 
plied, whose slirill, uncouth, and dissonant tones made Elliot step two 
paces buck, and startled even his companion, “ Pass on your way, 
and ask nought at them that ask nought at you.” 

Wliat do you do licrc so far from shelter ? Are you benighted 
on your journey ? AVill you follow us Jiome, (‘ Ood fomd! ’ 
ejiveiilated Hobfiio Elliot, involuntarily,) and I will give you a 
lodging ? ” 

I would sooner lodge by mysell in the deepest of the Tavrasfiow',’' 
again whispered Ilobbio. 

“ Pass on your way,” rejoined tlie figure, the harsli tones of his 
voioc slill more exaUed by passion. “ 1 want not your guidance—1 
want not your lodging—it is five years since my bead was under a 
iinman roof, and I trust it was for the last time.” 

“ lie is mad,” said Earnseliff. 

“ lie has a look of auld Humphrey Eltereap, the tinkler, that per¬ 
ished in this very moss about five years syne,” answered his supersti¬ 
tious companion ; ‘‘ but Humphrey wasna that awfu’big in the liouk.” 

“ Pass on your way,” reiterated tlie object of their curiosity, 
“ (he breath of your human bodies poisons the air around me—the 
sound of your >humau voices goes through my ears like sharp 
’oodkins.” 

“ Lord save us! ” whispered Ilobbie, “ that the dead should bear sic 
fearfu’ ill-will to the living!—^liis saul maun be in a puir way, I’m 
jealous.” 

“ Come, my friend ” said EariiscIilT, “ yon seem to suffer under 
some strong affliction; coiuniou humanity will not allow us to leave 
you here.” 

“ Oommon humanity! ’’exclaimed the being, with a scornful laugh 
that sounded like a shriek, “ where got ye that catch-word—that 
noose for w’oodeocks—that coriimon disguise for man-traps—that 
bait which the wretched idiot who swallows, will soon find covers a 
liook with barbs ten times sharper tlian those you lay for the animals 
which you murder for your luxury! ” _ . ' 

“ I tell you, my friend,” again replied Eamsclifl’, “ you are inc^ 
pable of judging of your own situation—^you will perish in this wil* 
dcrncss. and wc must, in compassion, force yon along with ns.” 
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“I’fl h»e atjtier haad nor foot in’t,” said Hobide; •• let tbe gli^t 
talu his ain >ra 7 , fbr Clod’s sake!’’ 

“My Mood be on my own bead, if I perish here, add the fignro 5 
and, oosCTvinff Earascliff meditatmg to lay KMd on him, he idded, 
“ And your blood be upon yours, if you tou<h but the skirt of my gar¬ 
ment^ to infect me with the taint of mortality 1 ” 

The moon shone more brightly as he spoke ^us, and Eaimscliff 
observed that he held out his right hand armed with some weapon of 
offence, which glittered in the cold ray like the blade of a long knife, 
or the barrel 01 a pistol. It would luive been madness to persevere 
in his attempt upon a being thus armed, and holding such desperate 
language, especially as it was plain he would hare httle aid froip his 
companion, who hod fairly left him to'settle matters with the appari¬ 
tion as he could, and had proceeded a few paces on his way h^e- 
ward. Eamacliff, therefore, turned and followed HohbiOj after 
looking bock towards the supposed maniac, who, os if raised to 
frenzy by the interview, roamed wildly around the great stone, ex¬ 
hausting his voice in slmeks and imprecations, that tluilled wildly 
along the waste heath. 

The two sportsmen moved on some time in silence, until tliey 
wci’c out of hearing of these uncouth sounds, which was not cre they 
had gained a considerable distance from tlie pillar that gave name to 
the moor. Each made his private comments on the scene they luid 
witnessed, until Holjbie ElBot suddenly exclaimed, “ Weel, I ’ll np- 
haud that yon gliaist, if it beaghalst,hasbaith done and suffered 
muckle evil in the flesh, that gars liim rampange in tliat way after lie 
is dead and gane.” 

“It seems to me the very madness of misnnthropj’,”said Eanis- 
diff, following his own current of thought. 

“And ye didna think it was a spiritual creature, then?” asked 
Hobbie at his companion. 

“Who, I?—No, surely.” 

“ Weel, I am partly of the mind myscll that it may be a live thing 
—and yet I dinna ken, I wadua wish *to see ony thing look liker u 
bogle.” 

“ At any rate,” said Earnscliff, “ I will ride over to-morrow, and 
see what ha.s become of the unhappy being.” 

“ In fair daylight ?” queried the yeoman; “ then, grace o’ G<h 1, I’sc 
be wi’yc. But here wc are nearer to Heugh-foot than to yonr 
house by twa mile,—hadna yo better e’en gae hamc wi’ me. and 
wc ’ll send the callant on the povmy to tell them that you ai-e ivi’ us, 
though I believe there’s naobody at hamc to wait for you but the 
servants and the cat.” 

“ Have' with you then, friend Hobhic,” said the young Iiunter; 
“ and as I would not willingly have either the servants be anxious or 
pusaaforfeit her supper, in my absence, I ’ll be obliged to you to send 
ns you propose.” 

RAwccl, that is kind, I must say. And ye ’ll gae hame to licugh- 
They ’ll be right blithe to sec you, that vnJl tliey.” 

piis affair settled, they walked briskly on a little farther, when 

Riing to the ridge of a pretty steep 1 ml, llobbic EUiot exclaimed 
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“ Now, EarnsdiiF. I am gted when I ctune to this very bit—Ye see the 
light below, that in (he ha’ window, where grannie, the gash auld 
caidinejis sitting birling at hw wnedi—ana ye see yon other light 
that’s gaon whiMiiv’ back and ftOridt through among the windows? 
that’s nay cousin, Grace Annstrong,—she’s twice as deter about the 
house as my sisters, and sae they say themselb, for they’re good- 
natured losses os ever trode on heather; but they confess theniscUs, 
and soe docs grannie, that she has &r moist action, and is the best 
goer about the toun, now tliat grannie is off tlie foot hersell—^My 
brothers, one o’ thorn's away to wait upon the elmmberlam, and ancA 
at Moss-pbatiraig, that’s our led fam—^Iie can see after the stock 
just as weel as I can do.” 

“You arc lucky, my good friend, in having so many valuable rela¬ 
tions.” 

“ Trotli am I—-Grace make me Uiankfnl, I ’.se never deny it.—But 
will ye tell me now, Eaniscliff, you tlnit have been at college, and the 
high-scliool of Edinburgh, and got a’ sort o’ lair where it was to be 
best gotten—will ye tell me—no that it’s ony eoneem of mine iu par- 
ticuliir,—but 1 heard the pidest of St John’s, and our minister, bar¬ 
gaining about it at the Winter fair, and troth they baith spak very 
wed—Now, the priest says it’s unlawful to many ane’s cousin; but 
1 (tanuot say 1 thought he brought out the Gospel authorities half siie 
w(a-l as our minister—our minister is thought the best divine and the 
best i)rcacher atwocn this and Edinburgh—Dinua ye think he was 
likt'ly to be right?” 

“ Certainly m-arriago, by all protostant diristians, is held to 
be as IVoe as (tod made it by tbe Levitieal law; so, liobbie, 
(liere can be no bar, legal or religious, betwixt you and Miss Arm¬ 
strong.” 

“lloutliwa’ wi’ j'onv joking, Earnsdiff,” replied his companion,— 
•• ye are angry oneiigli yoursell if anc touelus you a bit, man, on the 
•so'otli side oi' the jest—No that 1 was asking the question about 
(trace, for yc mauii ken she’s no my cousin-gci’imiin out and out, but 
the daughter of ray juide’s wife by her first marriage, so she’s nac 
kith nor kin to me—only a connection like-. But now we 're at the 
Slieding-hill—1 'll fire off my gun, to let them ken 1 ’m eoming, that’s 
aye niy way; and if I liao a deer I gio them twa slmts, ano for the 
deer and ano for inysell.” 

lie tired off his preec accordingly, and the mmibcr of lights wore 
seen to traverse the house, and even to gleam before it. Ilobbie 
ElUo( pointed out one of these to Earnsdiff, which seemed to glide 
from tlie house towards some of the out-liorrses.—That’s Grace 
luTscll,” said ilobbie. “iShe’llrro meet mo at the door, 1’se war- 
I'aut her—but she.’ll be tiwa, for a’ that, to see if my homuls’ supper 
bp ready, poor beasts.” 

Lorii me, love my dog,” answered Eanrscliff. “ Ab, Ilobbie, you 
are a lucky yoirng fellowr” 

This observirtion was uttered with something like a sigh, which 
ajiparcntly did not escape the car of his companion. 

“ llont, other folk may be as lucky as J am — O how I liirve seen 
Miss Isbcl Verc's hcrul turn after somebody when they passed ane 
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another at the Carlisle races! Wlin keiw but things may coine intiad 
in to world ?” 

Eamsdiff muttered something like na ansyrer; but whether ■» 
asse^ of the proposition, or rebuking tho apnlica|SMi of it, couldittA 
easily be discovered; and it seems probable that me speaker hims^f 
was willing bis meaning should rest in doubt md obscurity. Thtw 
had now descended the broad loanin", which, winding round the foot 
of the steep bank, or heu|db brought them in frtmt of the thatched, 
but oomfortalde farm-house, which was tho dwelUng of Hobbie Elliot 
and his family. ’ 

ISie deolrway was thronged Wi& joyfol faces; but the appearance 
of a stranger blunted many a gibe winch had been pr^ared bn 
Bobbie's lack of suocess in the deer-staikliBg. There was a little 
bustle among three handsome young wc^ten, each endeavouring to 
dev^ve upon another the task of ushering the stranger into the 
apartment, while probaldy all were anxious to escape for the purpose 
of making some little personal arrangement^ before presenting 
themselves to a young gentleman in a dishabille only intended for 
their brother. 

Hobbie, in the meanwliile, bestowing some hearty and general 
abuse upon them idl, (for Crace was not of the party,) snatched tho 
candle from the hand of one the rnrtic coquettes, a-s she stood 
playing pretty with it in her hand, and urtiered his guest into the 
family parlour, or rather ball; for the place having been a house of 
defence in former times, the sitting apartment was a vaulted and 
paved room, damp and dismal enough compared with the lodgings 
of the yeomanry of our dayst but wliicb, when well lighted up with 
a large sparkling fire of turf and bog-wood, seemed to Earpacliff a 
most comfortable exchange for the darkness and bleak blpst of the 
hill. Kindijsand repeatedly was he welcomed by the venerable old 
'dame; the mistress or the family, who, dressed in her coif and piu- 
«er8, her close and decent gown of home-spun wool, but with a large 
gold necklace and ear-rii^, looked, what she really was, tho lady 
IMS well as the fanner’s wife, while, seated in her chair of nneker, by 
tbe comer of the great chimney, she directed the evening oecupti- 
tions of the young women, and of two or three stout serving wenches, 
irtfoisste plying their distaffs behipd the backs of their young mis¬ 
tresses. 

As Bfion ns EamocHff bad been duly welcomed, and hasty orders 
issued for some addition to the evening meal, his grand-dame and 
sisters opened their battery upon Hobbie Elliot for his lack of suc¬ 
cess again it the deer. 

“ Jeitny noedua have kept up her kitchen-fire for a’ that Hobbie 
has IWonght liam^,” said one sister. 

“Ti’otn no, Iasi,"’ said another; “the gathering peat,’ if it was 
Weel blawn, wad dross a’ onr llobbie’s venison.’' 

“ Ay, or the low of the candle, if the wind wad let it bide steady,” 
<aid a tliird; "if I were him, 1 would bring hame a black craw, 


vi^JTht Citherlna iip.itis lUo pipoo of turf left to trcssiuc np the secret seeds of tire^ 
witlmut any gcneioti. consumption of lucl: in a word, to keep tic Are alive. 



BLACK DWAItt’i 


raihjbr than come back three times withotrt a hack’s hom to blaw 
on,’* 

A, Hobble tnnied from the one to the other, r^ariBhg them alter- 
liately with a frown on his%'ow, the angury esfwhich was counted 
by the good-humoured laugh on the lower part of BSs comiteftithce. 
He tlien strove to propitiate by mrtktionhig the im^ded pre¬ 
sent of liis comptauon. ' - 

“In my young days," skid the old lady, "aman wad hae.been 
Mharaedto come b 0 <* frae the hill without a hiM; hanging on eacli 
side o’his horse, like a cadger ea3’rying,calvea” 

“I wish fliey had left some for us then, grannie,” lOtorted Hoblae; 
they Ye cleared the coupfecy o’ tliem, thae anld friends o’ yourSj I’m i 
thinking.” ^ .- , - . 

“ Ye see other folk can find game, though yon cannot, Hohbie f 
said the eldest sister, glandli^ a look at young EarhhdM; 

“ Weel, week woman, Imsua every dog hS day, begghig Earhs- 
cKff *8 pamou for the auld sajjng—^layna I hoc his luck, and he 
mine, another time?—It’s a wow thing for a mOn to l>e out a’ day, 
and frighted—na, I winna say that, neithOT—hut mistrysted wi’ 
bogles in the hamc-coining,‘aff then to hae to flyte wi’ a wheen 
women tliat hae been doing naething a’ the liv^c-lang day, but whjrP 
hig a bit stick,* wi’ a thread trailing' at it, or boring at a dont.” 

“ Frighted wi’ bogies 1” exclaimed the femaleS) one and all,—for 
great was the regard then paid, and perhaps still paid, in these glens, 
to all such fantasies. 

“ 1 did not say frighted, now—I only said mis-set wi’ the thing—And 
there was but ac bogle, neither—^Bamscliff, yc saw it as wcel os I did ? ’* 
And he proceeded, without very much exaggeration, to detail, in 
his own yay, the meeting they had with the mysterious being at 
Mucklcstano-Moor, concluding, he could not conieclure wiiat on 
earth it could be, “ unless it was either tlie Eneiny nimsell, or .some 
of the anld Peghts that held the country iang syne.” 

“ Anld Peght!” exclaimed the grand-dame; “ na, na—bless thee 
frae scatlie, my haini, it’s been nae Peght that—it’s been the Browm 
Mon of the moors 1 O weary fa’ thae evu days!—what can evil beings 
be coming for to distract a poor country, now it’s iieacefully settled, 
and living in love and law ?—0 wea^ on him! he ne’er brought gude 
to these lands or the indwellers. My father aftcu tauld me he was 
seen in the year o’ the bloody fight at Marston-Moor,and then again 
in Montrose’s troubles, and again before the rout o’ Dunliar, ana, fai 
mj- ain time, he was seen about the time o’ Bothwell-Brigg, and 
tliey said the second-sighted Laird of Bcnai'buck had a communing 
wi’ him some time afore Argyle’s landing, but that I cannot speak 
to sac prcccesely—it was far m the west—O, bairns, he’s never per¬ 
mitted but in an ill time, sae mind ilka ane o’ ye to draw to Him that 
can help in tlie day of trouble.” 

Earnselilf now interposed, and expressed his firm conviction that 
tlie person they had seen was some poor maniac, and had no com¬ 
mission from the invisible world to announce either war or evil. But 
his opinion found a very cold audience, and aU joined to deprecate 
his purpose of returning to the spot the next day. 
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“ O 4 OCT bmmy bfdm,” said tlio did dfime, (fbr, ia tlie kindaws, of 
inyy heATt^ ahe extendea her parental stylo to all in whom bhe was m- 
imBted)—"Yoa should beware atair^taan otlior folk—tliere’s heen 
HilieaTy breach made la your house wi’ sour falhei^s blooded, a^ 
wf imr-pleaS} aad losses siasyae r—and you are the flower of the 
«nd the M that will build up the auld bi|^ng again (if it be 
si'illi.to be ab honour ta the coiintiy, aipd a SMeguayd to thwe that 
dw^ m it—you, before djEhers, are xaUod upon to put yourseU fe no 
ra^ adventures—for yours was aye owest y^eutoresome a race, and 
smckle hanu haro got by it." , . . ,■ v ., 

*• But l am sbre, my good inend, you wbUWi not have me bO OTcaid 
bfgmng to an. open moor hi broad ^-%ht?!' , 

dmna kien,* said the good dame', “I.%ad never hid son or 
firiend 0 ’ mine band their hand baekina gude cause, whether it word 
a friend’s or .thmr ain—that Ehould be nae bidding of mine, or bf 
ony body that’s come of a gentle kindred—But it ivinna gang oUt of 
a grey head like mine, that to gang to seek for evil that’s noToshiug 
w^ou, is_ cleaji against law and Sm^pture.” 

Eamscliff resigned an argument which he saw no prospect of main¬ 
taining with good effect, and the entrance of supper uroke off the 
conversation. Miss Groce had by this time mode her appearance, 
and Hobbie, not without a conscious glance at Enmschff, placed kim- 
.sdfbyher side. Mirth mid lively conversation, in which the old 
lady of the honae took the good-hnmonred share which so well be¬ 
comes old age, restored to the cheeks of the damsels tlie roses which 
their brother’s tale of tlie apparition liad chased away, and they 
danced and sung for an hoar after supper as if there were no such 
things as gobliia in the world. 


CHAPTER IV 

1 am misouUiroiioSt an<l halo innukina; 

For thy part, 1 do wUli thon wort a dog, 

^at 1 might lo VO thcc something. 

Tiinon of Athens. 

On the following morning, after breakfast, Earnscliff took leave of 
his hospitable friends, promising to return in time to inu-tako of tile 
Tcnbon, which had armed from Ids house. Hobbie, who npparendy 
;took leave of him at the door of his habitation, slunk out, however, 
and mined him at the top of the hill. 

j " Ye ’ll be guun yonder, ilr Patrickfj feind o’ mo will mistryst you 
for a’ my mother says. I thought it best to slip ont quietly tnoirgli, 
& case she should raishppen somctliing of what wc’ro gaiin to do— 
we mannna vex her at nae rate—it.was auiaist the last word my 
father said to me on his deathbed." 

“ By no means, Hobbie,” said Earnscliff; “ she well merits all your 
attention” 

“ Trom, for that matter, she would he as sair vexed mnaist for you 
as for me. But d" ye really tliink there’s nae presumption in ventur¬ 
ing hack yonder?—We bae nae special commission, ye ken.” 



test mi.m ut 

“ fiPIflKraghtftSTO'ado, HobWe,” said the young ffeJittentuui, «I 
wonM not fierbap mq^oire &rther into this bnsmeas; bat as 1 am of 
opiamn th^ preWnaWal vidtalions are eitbea* ceieed altogether, 
or become teiy rare in our days, I am unwilling to leave a matter 
ui^estigatea which may concern the life of » poor distracted 
beu^,” 

’V Awe^ avecd, if ye reaJly Ihinfc thcd,” answered Hobhie doaH- 
, fnlly-r“ And it's for ceitain the very fairies—I nleon the very good 
neigbibours themsells (for they say folk suldna oa’ them ’fiiiries) that 
us^;to be seen on every green knowe at e’en, are no half sae often 
visftle in om- days. I canna depone to having ever seen one mysdl 
but I woo heard ane whistle ahmt me in the mosst Os like a whoOp' 
as ao thing, could he like anitheft AtmI many as^ my, fatlier saw 
when he usM to coine hame frae the Sum at e’en, wi’ a drap drink 
in his head, honest man,” / 

EaniBoliCr was somewhat entertolned with the gradual declension 
of superstition from one generation to another which was inferred 
in tins last observation; and they conrinued to reason on sucheub- 
jccls, until they came in sight or the.upr^ht stone whidb gave name 
to the moor, 

“ As I shall answer,” ssiid Hobhie, “ yonder’s the creature creeping 
about yet!—But it’s day4ight,audyouhave your gun, and I brought 
out my bit whinger —I think we may venture on Mm.” 

“ By all manner of means,” said Earnsdiff; “ bnt, in the nOme of 
wonder, what can he bo doing there?” 

” Biggin a di-y-stane dyke, I think, wi’ the grey gees& as they ca’ 
thae great loose stones—Odd, that passes a' thing 1 e’er heard 
tell of!” 

As they approached nearer, Earnsdiff could not help agreeing 
\raj^ his companion. The figure they had Seen the night before 
seamed slowly and toilsomely labouring to pile the large stones one 
usli n anotlier, as if to form a small enclosure. Materims lay around 
him in gi-eat plenty, but the labour of carrying on the work was im¬ 
mense, from the size of most of the stones v and it seemed astonish¬ 
ing that ho should have succeeded in moring several which he had 
already arranged for the foundation of his edifice. He was strug¬ 
gling to move a fi-agment of igeat size when the two young men came 
up, and was so intent upon executing his puroose, that he did not 
perceive them tUl they were close upon him. In straining and heav¬ 
ing at the stone, in mder to place it necording to his wish, he 
played a degree of strength which seemed utterly inconsistent wtii 
his size and apparent dmormity. Indeed, to judw from the dijficml-. 
ties he hod already surmounted, he must have new of Hercttleiua 
powers; for some of the atones he had succeeded in raising appar¬ 
ently required two men's strength to have moved them. Hobnie’s 
suspicions began to revive, pu seeing the preternatural strength be 
exerted. 

“ I am amaist persuaded it’s the ghaist of a stane-mason—see 
siccaii baiul-staiics as he’s laid!—^An it be a man, after a’, I wonder 


I Curlew. 
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what he wad take by the rocwl to battd a march dyke. TUere’a ane 
stdr wanted between Cmglchope and the Shaws.—Honest roan**' 
(TMainw his voice,) “ye make good firm wark thwe.” 

TI)o being whom lie nddree^ raised his eyes with a ghastly star& 
jmd, getting np from his stoo^g posture, stood before them ih an 
his native and hideous deformity. His head was of uncommon, sig^ 
covered with a fell of sh^gy hair, partly griazled with age; his eye¬ 
brows, sliaggy and prominent, ovemung a pair of small, dark, pierc- 
ii^ eyes, set tar back jn-their soidcets, Shat rolled with a prtentOMe 
wadness, indicative of » partial iasamtnr. •Ihe rest of hjs f«»tdJP«s 
were of the coarse rbugl^he^ stamp with Which a painter would 
equip a giant in romance; to whi^ was added the ;vmd, irregular, 
and peculiar expression, so often seen In the countensthcBa of those 
whose persons are deformed.. His .body, tlli(^ and touare^'llke that 
of amanof middle sizejwas mounted upon two large met; put nature 
seemed to have forgotten the legs and the thighs, or timy were so 
very short as to be hidden by the dress which he wore- His arm's 
were long and brawny, fUrtmbfed with two muscmlar hahds, and| 
where uncovered in the eagerness of lus labour, were shagged with 
coarse black hair; It seemed as if nature had originally mtended 
the separate parts of Ids body to be, the members of a giant, but had 
aferwards capriciously assigned Uiem to the person of a dwarf, so 
31 did the length of bis arms and the iron strength of Lis frame 
correspond with the shortness (rf his stature, ifis clothing was a 
sort of coarse brown tunic, like a monk’s frock, girt round him with 
a bolt of seal-skin. On his head ho bad a cap made of badger’s skin, 
or some other rough for, whiidi added considerably to the grotesque 
effect of Ills whole appearance, ajid overshadows features, whose 
habitual expression seemed that of sullen malignant misanthropy. 

This remarkabjb Dwarf gazed on tbe two. youths in silence, with 
a dogged and irritated look, until Earmcliff, willing to soothe liim 
into better temiicg, observed, “You ate hard taSed, my friend; 
allow ns to assist yon.” 

Elliot and Im aecordiiigly jp^Iaced the stone, by their joint efforts, 
upon tile rising wall. The Dwarf watched them with the eye of a 
taskmaster, and testified, by peevish gestures, his impatience at Uie 
time which they took in adjustmg the stone. He pointed to another 
—they raised it also—to a third, to a ftmrth—they continued to 
humour him, though vrttii some toonble, for he assigned them, as if 
mteptibnally, the heaviest ftagments which lay near. 

“ And now, friend,” said EHiot, as the uhrea-sonable Dawf imh- 
<^tod another stone larger than any they had moved, “ Earnscliff mav 
do as he likes; but lie ye man or be ye waur* deil be in my fingers if 
I break my back wi’ heaving thac stanes ony langor like a barrow- 
raan, without getting sae muckle as thanks for my pains.” 

' “ Thanks!" exelaimcil the Dwarf, with a motion expressive of the 
utoiost contenrot—“ There—take them, and fatten upon them ! 
Take them, and may they thrive with you as they have done with 
mo—as they have done with every mortal worm that ever heard 
the word spoken by his fellow reptfie I Hence—either labour or 
begone!” 



‘“Urn is a fine reward we.its«e', EarnscUST, for building a taber«i 
iiade fior tbe devil, and prejudicing? our ain souls into tne bargahij 
for what we ken.” 

“Onr presence,” answered EarnSebff, “ seenis only to irritate his 
frenzy ; we had better leave him, and ^nd some one to ptovide liim 
with food and necessaries.” • , ’ ^ v 

They did so. The servant despatched for this purprae found the 
Dwarf still labouring at his wafi, but could not extract a word 
Inm. Thela^ infected with toe supmtitioiss of the eoaQtEy,’^d 
notlei^<persiBt in an attempt to intrude ^uestimis or advice (m an 
singular a figipre, but hav^ placed the artMes udiich he had bsot^t 
forlak 98e'on '<aetone at some distance, he left them at the misan¬ 
thrope’s 

tEvd 

duity so 
he often 

soon assumed the appearance of. the walls of a hut, which, tliougB 
fery small, and constnieted only of stones and turf, without any 
mortal", exhibitedj from the unusual size, of the stones employed, an 
appearance of solidity very uncommon tor a cottage of such narrow 
dimeuaious and rude cemstruotion. EamscUfii attentive to his mo¬ 
tions, no sooner perceived to what they tended, than he sent down a 
number of spars of wood suitable tor formii^ the roof, which he 
caused to be left in the neighbmifhood of the spot, resolving next 
day to send i^orkmen to put them up. But bis purpose was antici¬ 
pated, for in the evening, during the night, and early rn the morning, 
the Dwarf bad laboured so bard, and witii such ingenuity, that he 
had nearly completed the adjustment of the rafters. His next labour 
w'lis to cut rushes and thatch his dwelling, a task which he performed 
with singular dexterity. s 

As he seemed averse to receive any aid beyond the oCcasionnl 
assistance of a passenger, materials suitable to hi,s purpose, and tools, 
were supplied to him, iu the use of which he pr"Gved to be skilful. 
He constructed the door and window of his cot, lie adjusted a rude 
bedstead: and a few shelves, and appeared to become somewhat 
soothed in his temper as his accommodations increased. 

Ilis next task was to form a strong enclosure, and to cultivate the 
land within it to tire best of his power; irntil, by transporting mould, 
and working up what was upon the S]^t, be formed a patch of gar¬ 
den-ground! It must be natrrrally supposed, that, as alrove hinted, 
this solitary being received assistarmo occasionally from such travel¬ 
lers as crossed the moor by chairce, as well as from several who wen* 
from curiosity to visit his works. It was, indeed, impossible to sec a 
Itiiraan creature, so unfitted, at first sight, tor hard labour, toiling, 
with such unremittmg assiduity, without stopps^ a few minutes to 
aid hint iu his task; and, as no one of his occasional assistoirts wae 
aetiuixintcd with the de^co of help which the Dwarf liad received 
from others, the eeler"ity of his progress lost none* of its marvete in 
thokeves. Tlic strong and compact appearance of the cottage, 
formed iu so very short a space, and by such a being, and the suire- 
rior skill which he displnvcd in mechanics, and in other arts, gave 


disposal..v, , 

iwarf proceeded in Iris labours, day after day. wiUi an assi- 
iricredible as to appear almost supernatural. In one day 
seemed to have done the work of two men, and his building 
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stu^don to the surromidinB neiglibours. Tlioy insistod, tha^ if he 
wae not a phantom,—an opinion which was now abandoned, since he 
idainlj appeaved a being of Wood and bone with themselveSi—ye* 
be most be in dose league wiUi the invisible worl^ and linve chosen 
that sequestered spot to carry on his eqmmnnicstion with them un¬ 
disturbed. They insist, though in a different sense from the philo- 
oqpher's appKcation of too phrase, that he was never leas alone JHtiiJi 
when alone; and that from toe heights which commanded the moor 
at a distance, passenffors often dteoovered a person at work along 
tvith this dweller of too desert, who regularly disappeared as socm as 
they approached dosor to the cottage, such a fimre was also 
oocasionaliy seen sitting beside him at toe door, walking with him 
in toe moor, or assisting him in fetching water from his fomitain. 
Earnscliff explained tins phenomenon by Bupp<«ing it to be the 
Dwarfs shadow. 

“ Deil a shadow has he,” relied Hobbic Elliot, who was a strenn- 
ous defender of the general opinion; “ he’s oiver &r in wi’ toe Auld 
Ane to hare n shadow. Besides,” he argued more logically, “wlih 
ever heard of a shadow toat earn between a body and the sun ? and 
this touig, be it what it will, is thinner and taller than the body 
Iiimsell, and b.aa been seen to come between him and the sun inair 
than anes or twice either.” 

These suspicions, which, in any other part of the country, might 
have been attended with investigations a little inconvenient to the 
supposed wizard, were liere only iiroductive of respect and awe. The 
recluse being seemed somewhat gratified by toe marks of timid 
veneration with which an occasional passenger approached his dwell¬ 
ing, the look of startled surprise with which he surveyed his person 
and his premises, and toe hurried step with which he pressed his re¬ 
treat as be passed toe awful spot. The boldest only stopped to 
gratify their curiosity by a hasty glance at the walls of his cottage 
and garden, and to apologize for it by a courteous salutation, which 
the inmate sometimes designed to return by a word or a nod. Eama- 
cliff often passed that way, and seldom without inquiring after the 
solitary inmate, who seem^ now to have arranged his establisliment 
for life. 


It was impossible to engage him in any conversation on his own 
personal ofiairs -, nor W'as he communicative or accessible in tjilking 
on any other subject whatever, although he seemed to have cou.sider- 
ably relented in the extreme ferocity of his misanthropy, or rather 
to be less frequently visited with the fits of derangement of wliicli 
this WM a symptom. No argument could prevail upon him to accept 
thing beyond the simplest necessaries, although ranch more was 
offered by Earnscliff out of charity and by his more superstitious 
^ghboura from other motives. 'Hie benefits of these last he repaid 
by advice, when consulted (as at length he slowly was) on their 
.idiseases, or toose of toeir cattle. He often furmshed them witli 
jaedieines also, and seemed possessed, not only of such as were the 
produce of the country, but of foreign drugs. He gave these per¬ 
sons to understand, tlmt his name was Elsheuder the Recluse; but 
kis popular epithet soon came to be Gmniy' Elshio, or the Wise 
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Wigrht of Mncklestane-Moor. Some extended tJieir iqBaries bi^sd 
their bodUy complaints, laid requested advice upon, otber matters, 
which ho delivered with an ort^ulur shrewdness tint eou^ 

firmed tlie opinion of his possessinsTj^etertiatiind skSL The querkts 
u^allT left some ofiering- Upon a stone, at a distaime froin his dwdl- 
ing; if it was money, or auy>twMcle which did not suit him to aeeent, 
he either threw it away, or suffered it to remain where it was Wifli- 
out making use of it. On all occasions his manners were rude mid 
unsocial; and his words, in number, jiist sufScient to express his 
Haling as briefly as possible, and he shunned all communicat{tm 
that went a syllaWe beyond the matter in hand. When winter bad 
passed away, and his gaiden began to afford him herbs and vege¬ 
tables, he confined uiinself almost entirely to those articles of food. He 
accepted, notwithstanding, a pair of slie-goats fi'om Eamsclilf, which 
fed on the moor, and supplied Mm with milk. 

Wlicn Earnsclifl:'found Ms gift had been received, ho soon after¬ 
wards paid the hermit a visit. The old man was seated on a broad 
flat stone near Ms garden door, whidi was the seat of science he 
usually ooenpied when disposed to receive Ms patients or client. 
Tlie inside of Ms hut, and that of Ms garden, he kept as sacred from 
human intrusion as the natives of Otaheite do their Morai;—appa¬ 
rently he would have deemed it polluted by the step of any Imman 
being. When he shut himself up m Ms habitation, no entreaty could 
prevafl upon liim to make himself visible, or to give audience to any 
one whomsoever. 

Earnscliff had been fisliing iii a small river at some distance.' He 
liad his rod in his hand, and Ms basket, filled with trout, at bis 
slioulder. He sate down upon a stone nearly wposite to the Dwaif^ 
who, familiarized with his presence, took no fai-ther notice of him 
than by elevating Ids huge mis-shapen head for the purpose of staring 
at him, and then again sinking it upon Ms bosom, as if in profouim 
meditation. Earnscliff looked around Mm, mul observed that the 
liorndt had increased Ms accommodations by the construetipu of a 
shed for the reception of his godts. 

“ You labour liard, ElsMe, he said, willing to lead this singular 
being into conversation. 

“ Jmhour,” re-echoed the Dwarf, " is the mildest evil of a lot so 
miserable as that of mankind; better to laboui' like me, than sport 
like you.” 

“ 1 cannot defend the humanity of onr ordinary rural sports, 
ElsMe, and yet- ’’ 

“ And yet,” interrupted the Dwarf, “ they are better than your, 
ordinary business; better to exercise idle and wanton cniclte on 
mute fishes than on your fellow-creatures. Yet why should I say 
so ? Why should not the w'hole human herd butt, gore, and go^: 
upon each otlier, till all arc extirpated but one huge and over-md 
Behemoth, and he, when he had throttled and gnawed the hones eff 
all Ms fellows—he, when Ms prey failed him, to be roaring whofe' 
days for lack of food, and, finally, to die, inch by inch, of famine--*; 
were a consummation worthy of the race!” 

“Yonr deeds arc better, ElsMe, tibian your whrds,” answered 
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Ewnadiffj “you laTwur to preyorve the raoe whom your misan¬ 
thropy slander^.'' 

" 1 do; but why ?—.Hearken.—You are one on whom I look with 
the least loathing* and I care not, if, contrary to my wont, I wtwte a 
few words in compassion to yotir infatuated blindness. If I cannot 
send disea^e into familks, and murrain among tiie herds, con 1 
attain the same end so well as by prolonging tbe lives of those who 
can serve the purpose of destruction an enfectuaUj?—If Alice of 
Bower had died in uTOter, would young Euthwin have been slain for 
.re the last spring?—Who fliou^tof penning their cattle be¬ 
neath the tower when the Red Eehrer of Wesrtbumflat was deemed 
to be on his death-bod?—My draughts, my skill, recovered liiin. 
And, now, who dare leave his herd uptm the lea without a watch, or 
go to bed without unchaining the sleuth-hound ?” 

“ 1 owny answered EaruseHff, “you did little good to society by 
tlic last of these cures. But, to Wanco the evil, there is my fnend 
llobbie. honest lltibbie of the Ueugh-foot, your skill relieved him 
last winter in a fever that might have cost him his life.” 

“ Tlius think the children of clay in their ignorance,” said fho 
Dwaif, smiling maliciously, “and thus they sne.ak in their folly. 
Have you marked iho young cub of a wild cat that ha.s lieen donu-s- 
ticated, how sportive, now playful, how gentle,—^but trast him with 
your game, joiir lambs, your imultry, hii inbrod ferocity breaks 
lortli; lie gripiM, tears, ravages, and devours.” 

“ Such K the animal’s instinct,” answered Earuscliff; “but wbat 
has that to do with Hobble?” 

“ It is his emblem—it is his picture,” retorted the llecluNC. “ Ho 
IS at present tame, quiet, and domesticated, for lack of opportunity 
to exercise his udiom propensities; but let the teunipet of war ^ound 
—let tbe young blouu-bonnd snail' blood, he will be us ferocious us 
Uie wildest of his Border ancestors tlmt ever fired a helpless peasant's 
•‘wde. Can you deny, that even at present he often urges you to 
take bli^y revenge for an injury receivni when you wen* a boy?”— 
bitwnscliff started; the Recluse appeared not to o'bserve his hiifpri^c, 
and proceeded—^“Tho trumpet will blow, the }ouug blood-bouml 
wiW lap blood, and I will laugh and say. For tlus have 1 preseiwed 
thTOl”^ He psmsod, and continued,—“ Kneli ai-e my ewestheir 
objeo^ their purpose, perpetuating the mass of misery, and pl.iyiug 
even in thw desert iny pai't in tbe general tragedy. Were j/oit on 
your sick bed, I might, in eompnasion, send you a cup of poison.” 

1 am much obli^ to you, Elshie, and certainly sliall not 
tail to consult you, with so coniforlnble a hope from your ashi**!- 
ance.” 

“ Ho not flatter yourself too far,” replied the Hermit, “ with tlio 
hope that I will positively yield to the frailty of pity. 'Why should 
I snatch a dupe, so well fitted to endure tbe miseries of life as you 
are, from the wretchedness which his own risiona, and the villainy of 
the world, we prepamg for hiaa? Why should I play the compa-s- 
sionatc Indian, and knocking out the brains of the captive with my 
tomahawk, at onco spoil the three days’ amusement of my kindred 
tnbe, at the very moment when tlie brands were lighted, the pinccre 



heat«d, Uie cauldrons btaling, the kaires sharpened, to tear, scorcli, 
seethe, and scarh^ the intended Tictim ?” 

“ A dreadful picture you present to me'of life; Elshiej but l am 
not daunted by it,” returned Earnseliff. “ Wc ssie sent here, in one 
sense, to bear and to suffer; hut, in another, to do and to eigoy. 
Tho active day has its evening of repose; even patient sufFemhee 
bos its alleviations, where there is a consolatory sense of duty dis¬ 
charged.” 

I spurn at the slavish and bestial do^rine,” said the Dwarf, 
his eyes kindling wttU insane fury,— I spurn at it, as worthy 
only of the beasts that perish; but I will waste no more words wiwi 
you.” 

Ho rose Imstily; but, ere he withdrew into the hut, be added, 
with great vehemence, “ Yet, lest you stOl think my apparent be¬ 
nefits to mankind flow from the stupid and servile source, caUed 
love of our fellow-creatures, know, that were there a man who 
liad annihilated my soul’s dearest hope—who had torn my heart to 
mammocks, and scared my brain tOl it glowed like a volcano, and 
were that man’s fontune and Kfe in my power as completely ns 
tJiis frail potsherd," (be snatched up an earthen cup which stood 
beside liim,) “ I would not dash him into atoms thus”—-(lie flung 
the vessel with ftlry against (he wall,)—" No ! ” 0>n spoke more' 
composedly, hut with the utmost bitteraess,) “ 1 would pamper 
In'rii with wealth and power to inflixme his evil jiassions, and to fulfil 
hi,s evil d(!signfi; he should lack no means of vice and villainy; 
he should be the centre of a whirlpool that itself should know nei¬ 
ther rest nor peace, but bofl with unceasing fury, whOe it wrecked 
every goodly sliip that approached its limite! he should be an eartli- 
(luake capable of shaking the very land in which he dwelt, and 
rciuleriug all its inhabitants friendless, outcast, and miserable— 
n.slam!” 

The wretched being mshed into his hut as be uttered tho.«e last 
words, shutting the door with furious violence, and rapidly drawing 
two bolts, one after another, tis if to exclude the intrusion of any one 
of that hated race, who had thus lashed his soul to frenzy. Earns- 
clifi' left the moor with mingled sensations of pity and horror, p<m- 
dering what strange and mmancholy cause could nave reduced, to so 
miserable a state of mind, a man whose language argued him to be 
of rank and education much superior to (he vulgar. He was also 
surprised to sec how much particular information a person who had 
lived in that country so short a time, and in so recluse a manner, 
liad been able to collect respecting the dispositions and private 
affairs of the inhabitants. 

“ It is no wonder,” he said to liimself, “ tliat with such extent of 
information, such a mode of life, so uncouth a figure, and sentiments 
so virulently misanthropic, this unfortunate should be regarded by 
the vulgar as in league with the Enemy of Mankind.” 
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CHAPTER ¥. 

3li« bleakegt roctc upon tito loneliest heath 
Feels,lalt8haiTeiincs!i;soinetanchDfsprins; 

And, in the April dew, or beam of May, 

Its moss and lichim fi-ashen and revive; 

And tuns the heart, most sear'd to bumna pleasure, 

Melts At the tear, jay/s in the smile, of weanait 

UEAUMOltT. 

As the season advanced, the weather became more geniah and the 
Recluse was more frequsaitly found occupying the broad flat stone 
in the front of his mansion. As he sate there one day, about the 
hour of noon, a party of gonflemen and ladicsi, well mounted, and 
nnmeronsly attended, swem across the heath at some distance from 
his dwelling. Dogs, hawjcs, and led-horses, swcEed the retinue, 
and the air resounded at intervals with the oiieer of the hunters, 
and the sound of horas blown by the attendants. The Recluse 
was about to retire into his mansion at Uie sight of a train so 
joyous, when three young ladies, with their attendants, who had 
made a circuit, and detached themselves from their party, in order 
to gratify their chriositv by a sight of the Wise Wight of Mucklc- 
stane-Moor, came suddenly np, ere he could effect liLs purjiosc. 
The first shrieked, end put nor nands before her eyes, at sight of au 
object so unusually deformed. The second, with a hystericiu giggle, 
which slie intended should disguise her terrors, asked the Reduse, 
whether be could tell their fortune. The third, who was best 
mounted, best dressed, and iiicom])arahly the best-looking of the 
three, advanced, as if to cover the incivility of her companions. 

“ We have lost the right path that leads through flic.sc morasses, 
and our party have gone forward without us,” said the young lady. 
“ Seeing you, father, at the door of your house, wo have turned tliis 
way to- " 

“Hush!” interrupted the Dwarf; “so young, and already so 
artful? You came—^you know yon came, to exult in the con¬ 
sciousness of your owu youth, wenlUi, and beauty, by contrasting 
them with age, poverty, and deformity. It is a fit employment for 
the daughter of your father; but 0 how unlike the diild of your 
mother!” 

“DidjjiMthen, know my parents, and do you know me?” 

“ Yes^Hs is the first time you have crossed my waking eyes, but 
I hare mm you in my dreams.'’ 

R ur dreams?" 

, Isabel Vere. What hast thou, or thine, to do with my 
j thoughts ? ” 

fcXijuy waking thoughts, sir,” said the second of Miss Vere’s oom- 
l!*foD|Switli a sort of mock gravity, “ are fixed, douhdess, 
2dorw*folly can only intj-ude ou your sleeping moments.” | 
Dv|p tliine,” retorted the Dwan, more splenetically than hecaine 
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a pliilosopUcr or Lerniit, “ folly exercises an unlimited empire, asleep 
or awake.” 

“Lord bless na! ” said the In^j^he’s a prophet, sure enough.” 

“ As surely,” continued the weeluM, “ as thou art a woman. A 
woman!—I should have said a lady—a fine lady. You asked me to 
tell your fortuoe-~it is a simple one; an endless duu^ through life 
after follies not worth catehing, and, wlirai caught, successively 
tlirown away—a chose, pumued n’om the days of tottering infancy to 
those of old age won his crutdies. Toys and merry-makings in 
childhood—love ana its absurdities m youtli—spadille and basto in 
age, sliall succeed eachnthcr as objects of pursuit—flowers and bnt- 
tei-tlies in spring—butterflies and thistle-down in summer—^withered 
leaves in autumn and winter—all pursued, all caught, all flung aside. 
—Stand apart; your fortune is said.” 

“ All caught, however,” retorl^d tile laughing fair one, whp was a 
cousin of Miss Vere’s; “ that's something, Saney,” she continued, 
turning to the timid damsel who had first approached the Dwarf; 
“ wiU you ask your fortune ? ” 

“Not for worlds,” said she, drawing back; “I liave heai'd enough 
of yom's.” 

“Well, then,” said Miss lldcrton, oflering money to the Dwarf, 
“I’ll p.-iy for mine, ns if it were spoken hy an oracle to a princess.” 

“ Truth,” said the soothsayer, “ can neither he bought nor 
sold; ” and he pushed back her profiered offering with morose 
disdiiiu. 

“Well, then,” said the lady, “ I '11 keep my money, Mr Elshcuder, 
to aswst me in Uie chase I am to pursue.” 

“ You will need it,” replied the cynic; “ without it, few pursue suc¬ 
cessfully, and fewer arc themselves pursued. Stop! ” he said to Miss 
V^ere, as her companions moved off, “with yon I have more to say. 
You have wliat your companions would wi.sn to have, or be thought 
to have—beauty, wealth, station, accomplishments.” 

“Forgive my following my companions, father; I am proof both 
to flattery and fortune-t^ing.”' 

“ Stay,” continued the Dwarf, with his hand on her horse’s rein, 

“ I am no common soothsayer, and I am no flatterer. All the advan- 
lage.s I have detailed, all and each of them have their corresponding 
evils—iinsuccessftil love, crossed affections, the gloom of a con¬ 
vent, or an odious allumcc. J, who wish ill to all mankind, cmi- 
not wish more evil to you, so much is yoim course of life crossed 

by it.” 

“ And if it be, father, let mo enjoy the readiest solace of adversity 
while prospen-ity is in my power. You are old ; you are ])oor; yonr 
habitation is far from human aid, were you ill, or in want; your 
situation, in many rc‘.spects, exposes you to the snspieions of the vul¬ 
gar, which are too apt to break out into actions of brutality. Let.. 
me think I have mended the lot of one human lieing! Accept of 
such assistance tis I have power to offer; do this for my sake, it not 
for your own, that when these evils arise, which yon prophesy per¬ 
haps too truly, 1 may not have to reflect, that the hours of my 
happier time have been passed altogether in vahi,” 
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Hie old in»n luiswered with a broken voice, and almost without 
addressing himself to the young lady,— 

“ Yes, ’tis thus thou shouldst think—'tis thus thou shouldst Bpeak, 
if ever human sjuiech and thought kept teuch with each other! They 
do not—they do not—Alas! they cannot. And yet—^wait here an 
instant—stir not till my r^um.” He went to his little gai'den, and 
returned with a half-blown rose. “ ThoU hast made me shed a tear, 
the first which has wet my eyelids for many a year; for that good 
deed receive this tokmi of g^titude. It is but a common nose 5 pre¬ 
serve it, however, anti do not part with it. Come to me in your hour 
of adrei'sity. Shew me that rose, or but one leaf of i^ were it 
withered as my heart is—if it diould bo in my fiercest and wildwt 
movements of rage against a hateful world, still it will recal gentler 
thoughts to my bosom, and perhaps afford happier prospects to tWne 
But nojnessage,” he exekim^, rising into his usual mood of Hns-an- 
.thropy,—“ no go-between! Come thyself; and the heart and the 
doors that are 3iut against every other earthly being, sliall open to 
thee and to thy soitows. And now pass on.” 

He let go the bridle-rein, and the young lady rode on, after c.x- 
pressing her thanks to tliis singular being, as well as her surprise at 
the extraordinary nature of his address would permit, often* turning 
back to look at the Dwarf, who still remained at the door of his habi¬ 
tation, and watched her progress over the moor towards her fatheria 
castle of EUieslaw, until the brow of the hill hid the party from his 
sight, 

The ladies, meantime, jested with Miss Vere on the strange inter¬ 
view they had just had with the fai-famcd Wizard of the Moor. 
“Isabella has all the luck at home and abroad! Her hawk strikes 
down the black-cock; her eyes wound the gallant; no chance for 
her poor companions and Knswomcn; even the conjuror cannot 
escape the f&tee of her charms. You should, in compassion, cease to 
be such an engrosser, my dear Isabel, or at least set up shop, and 
sell off all the goods you do not mean to keep for your own use.” 

“You shall hare tnem all,” replied Miss Vere, “and the conjuror 
to boot,' at a very easy rate.” 

“Nol Nancy shall have the conjuror,” said Miss Hdertou, “to 
simply deficiencies; she’s not quite a witch herself, you know,” 

“ liord, sister,” answered the younger Miss Ilderton, “ what could 
I do with so frightfid a monster! I kept my eyes shut, after once 
glancing at him; and, I protest, I thought I saw him still, though I 
winked as close as ever I could.” 

“That’s a pity,”said her sister; “ever whOe you live, Nancy, 
choose an admirer whose faults c»mi bo bid by winking at them. 
Well, then, 1 must take him mj'sclf, 1 suppose, and put liim into 
mamma’s Japan cabinet, in order to shew th^ Scotland can produce 
a fmeeimen of mortal cky moulded into a form ten thousand times 
uglier than the imaginations of Canton and Pekhi, fertile as they aro 
in TOiisters, hare immortalized iu porcelain.” 

is sometlung,” said Miss Vere, “ so mckncholy in the si- 
wfaaoil ef this poor man, tliat I cannot enter into your mirth, Lucy, 
BO readily as usual. If he has no resources, how is he to exist in this 
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waste country, living, as be does, at such a distance from mankind ? 
and if he has the means of securing occasional assistance, wiU not 
tlie verv' suspicion that he is possessed of them, expose him to plun¬ 
der and assassination by some of our unsettled neighbours ? ” 

“ But you forget that they say he is a warlock,” said Nancy Bder- 
ton. 

“ Aud, if his magic diabolical shoidd fail him,” rejoined her sisterj 
“ I would have him trust to his magic natural, and thrust his mor- 
mous head, and most preternatural visage, out at his door or window, 
full in view of the assailants. Thb boldest robber that ever rode 
would hardly bide a second glance of him. Well, I wish I had the 
use of that Gorgon head of his for only one half hour.” 

“ For what purpose, Lucy ? ” said Miss Vere. 

“Oil would frighten out of the castle that dark, stiff, and stately 
Sir Frederick Liangley, that is so great a favourite with your Jsther, 
and BO little a favourite of yours. I protest I shall be obliged to tlie 
Wisard as long as I live, if it were omy for the half hour’s relief from 
that man’s company, which we have gained by deviating from the 
party to visit Elsliic.” 

“ What would you say, tlieii,” said Miss Vere, in a low tone, so as 
not to he hoard by the younger sister, who rode before them, the 
narrow path not admitting of their moving all throe abreast,— 
“ What would yon say, ray aeare8t.Lucy, if it wore proiwsed to you 
to endure bis company for h'fe ?” 

“ Say ? I would say, No, no, no, three times, each louder than an¬ 
other, till they should hear me at Carlisle.” 

“ And Sir fVederick would say th«ai, ninetcon nay-says are half a 
gi’ant.” 

“ That,” replied Miss Luot, “ depends entirely on the manner in 
which the nay-says are said. Mine should have not one grain of 
concession in them, I promise you.” ‘ 

“ But if your father,” said Miss Vere, “ were to say,—Thus do, 
or- ” 

“ I would stand to the consequences of his or, were he the most 
cruel father Umt ever was recorded in romance, to fill up the’ al¬ 
ternative.” 

“ And what if he threatened you witli a Catholic aunt, an abbess, 
anil a cloister?” 

“ Then,” said Miss Dderton, “ I would threaten him with a Pro¬ 
testant son-in-law, and be glad of an opportunity to disobey him for 
conscience sake. And now that Nancy is out of hearing, let me 
really say, I think you would be excusable before God and man for 
re.sistiiig this preposterous match by every means in yonr power. A 
proud, dark, ambitious mmi; a canaller against the state; infamous 
for his avarice aud severity; a bad son, a bad brother, unkind and 
uugeueroiis to all his relatives—Isabel, I would die rather than have 
him.” . 

“ Don’t let my father hear yon give mo such advice,” said Miss 


Vere, or Adieu, my dear Lucy, to Mlie&law-Cftstle.” 

“ Aiui^eu to EllieBlaw-Oastle, "with all my heart,” said 

if I ouce saw you fairly out of it, and settled under some kmder 
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n tector than lie nliom nature lias g-iven toiu O, if my poor father 
been in his former health, how ghvdly would ho have received 
and sheltered you, tUl tliis ridiculous and cruel persecution were 
blown over I” , , . 

“Would to God it had been so, my dear Lucy!” answered 
Isabella; “but 1 fear, that, in your father’s weak state of health, 
he would be altogether imable to protect me against the means 
which would be immediately used for recliunnng the poor fu¬ 
gitive.” 

“ I fear so, indeed,” replied Miss Ddertou; “ but we will oomsider 
aud devise something. Now tliat jour father and his guests seem 
so deeply engaged in some mysterious plot, to judge from the pass¬ 
ing and retumnig of messi^es, from the strange faces which appear 
and disappear without being annonneed by then- names, from the 
collecting and deanuig of arms, and the anxious gloom and bustle 
which seem to agitato every male in the castle, it may not be im¬ 
possible for ns (always in case matters bo driven to extremity) to 
shape out some little supplemental conspiracy of our own. I hope 
the gentlemen have not kept all the policy to themselves; and Uiero 
is one associate that I would gladly admit to our counsel.” 

. “Not Nancy?” 

“ O, no!" said Miss lldcrton; “ Nancy, though an excellent good 
girl, and fondly attached to you, would make a dull conspirator—as 
dull as Renault and all the otlier subordinate plotters in\cnice Pre¬ 
served. No; tin’s is a Jafficr, or Pierre, if you like the character 
better; and yet, though I know I slndl please you, 1 am afrmd 
to mention his name to you, lest 1 vex you at the same time. 
Can you not guess? Something about an eagle and a rock—^it 
does not begin with eagle in English, but soinetliing very like it in 
Soot eh. 

“You cfinnot mean young EanisclifF, Lucy?” said Miss Verc, 
blushing deeply. 

“And whom else should I moan?” said Lucy. “ tTafliers ninl 
PieiTcs arc very scarce in this country, I fake it, though one could 
. find Ilenaults and Bedamars enow." 

“ How can you talk so wildly, Liict? Your ])liy’s .and romances 
liave positively turned your bviiin. You know, that, independent of 
my father’s consent, without which I never will marry any one, and 
which, in the case you point at, would never be granted; indepeii- 
dentf too, of our knowing notliing of young Earnselitf’s inclinations, 
but by your own wild conjectures and fancies—besides all this, there 
is the fatal brawl! ” 

“ When his father was killed ? ” said Lucy. “ But that was vcij 
long ago; and I liope we have outlived the time of bloody feud, when 
a qiiMpil was carried down be.twccu two families iVom father to son, 
like#npanish game at diess, ami a murder or two committed in 
every generation, just to kcf? the matter from going to sleep. We 
flo with our quarrels iiow-n,ilays as with our clothes; cut them out 
ourselves, and wear them out in our own day, and should no more 
ik of resenting our father's feuds, lliaii of wearing their slashed 
Wets and trunk-hose.” 
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** You trc'iit Ihis fur (oo litflilly, Lucy,” ausw'CTcil Miss Verc. 

“ Not ii bit, my dOiir IsjibeUa,” sfiiil Lucy. “ Consider, your 
lUor, tliouifh pi-cseiit in tlie unhappy ailray, is never supposed to 
Jiavo struck the fiital blow; besides, in former times, in case of 
mutual .slaughter between clans, subsequent alliances were so far 
fi om beiii)? excluded, that the hand of a iknghter or a sister, was 
the most frequent gago of roconciliationi You laukh at my skill in 
romance; but, I assure you, should your history he written, like 
tlint of many a less distressed and less desorriiig' huroincL tim 
well-judfviiiff' reader would set you down for the Indy ana the 
love of liarnscliff, from the very obstacle winch you suppose so in- - 
suniioutitahle.’' 

“ But these arc not the days of romance, but of sad reality, for 
there stands the castle <»f EUicMaw.” 

“ Ami there stands Sir Frederick Langlcv at the gate, waitiim to 
assist the ladies from tlieir palfrevs. I would as lief touch a toad; I 
will disappoint him, and take old Ilorsingtou the groom for iny master 
of the horse.” 

Ko .saying. iJie lively young lady .switched her palfrey fonvard, and 
jiiussing Sir Frederick with a fainilinr nod as lie stood ready to take 
her horse’s rein, she cantered on, and jumped into the anus of the 
old groom. Fain would Isabella have done the same had she dared; 
but her father stood near, displeasure already darkening on a eomi- 
tcnancc iieculiarly qualified to e.vpress the harslier pa.ssions, and she 
Wits compelled to receive the iniwclcomo as.siduitics of her detested 
suitor. 


CllAFTLR VI. 

Li't not ns tliat .-irc siinircs ofUio nlalit's Lo'ly bo cnlIo4 thIcvi.'S of tlic iJay's bonty j lot 
us Ijc 1 b.iSit'8 furi't.ii.'r.'i. ijuialoiticn of ibe sU.'iCo, minions of the inuna 

//t7wy the f earth, J’aH 1. 

The .‘^iililary had consumed the remainder of ffiat day in which he 
hail the interview with the young ladies, within the precincts of his 
garden. Kveiiiiig again found him seated on hi.s favourite stone. 
'J’hc sun setting red, and among sens of roUhig clouds, threw a 
gloomy lustre over the moor, and gave a deeper purple to the 
broad outline of heathy mountains which smi'oundcd this desolate 
spot. The Dwarf sate watching the clouds as they lowered above 
each other in mas.se.s of conglomerated' vapours, and, ns a strong 
lurid beam of the sinking luminary darted full on his solitary and 
uncouth figure, ho might well have seemed the demon of the storm 
which was gathering, or some gnome summoned forth from tlio 
recesses of the eavtii by the subteiTaneau .signals of its approach. 
As ho sate thus, tvith Ids dark eye turned towards the scowling 
ami blackening heaven, a horseman rode rapidly up to him, and 
stopping, as if to let his lior-so breathe for an instant, made a' 
sort of obeisance to the anchoret, with an air betwixt efl’i-outery and 
embarrassment. 

The figure of the rider was thin, tall, and slender, hut remarkably 

0 
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jifiiletief beny, and (Aiewy; Bb® onowho ^ hw life fofloim, 
liibMa violtot exerriWB Tflikili preTOUt th« Mtuau iornJ_ from in- 
ia bnllu vliila t^ey Barden tod confirm by liabit Us 
towers. His dttlb-featured, san-lmmt, and frceltle^ 
Im a Ainister expressito 4 iiieltoce. impudfflwe, wd eumun?, etwli 
;# iririeh scorned altomateW'to predominate flvcr tfte others. Sandy- 
toloured boir, and reddish throws, from under whicb lookml 
’fcrth his sliarp rcy oye». completed the inauspicious oaUuio of 
horseman’s plmio^Offiy. He .had matols m ms holsters, mid 
tiiother pair pei^ from ^ b,^'tlhcfiig^Tic bed taken some pams 
to conceal tnom by buttonin® his dodWet.- He wore a rusted 
^ head-piece; a buff jacket of racier an .antioue cast; glove.s, 
of :wliich that for tho right btod wto covered with stnaU 'sealOT ot 
iron, like an andimit gauntlet; and a lon^ te'dadsword eompleted Ids 

^“^o,^’said the Dwarf, “rapine and murder once more on lior.se- 
btok." 

“On liarseback?"said tho banditj “ay, ay,EMue, your leccli- 
Btoift has set me on the bonny bay agaau.” , , . 

> “ And all those promises of amendment winch yon nuide dunii'!; 
' your iUness llmgottcn?’’continued KIsliender. _ 

“ All clear away, with the water-sans and panada, returned the 
'tmabaslicd convaJescent. “ Ye ken, Itlshie, for they say ye are weeI 
i'acciuent wi’ the gentleman, 

‘ Whm tho aevll vm ?lcJs. the devil a moph WmiU 
Wiien tho devil was well, tho dovll a monk was lu-.' ” 


“ 'rhou say ’»t true,” said the.Solitary; “ as well divide a wolf from 
his appetite for carnage, or a.ravon from her scent of sliiiighter, as 
thee from thy accursed pixipeasitics.” 

. “ Why, what would you hate mo to do ? It’s born with me—lu •. 
4ii my very blnde and bane. Why, man, the lads of WestburiiHnl., 
■ for ten laiig desceito, liave been reivers and lifters. Tlu'y have ail 
dfrink harcl, liv^ l^h; hiking deep revenge for light ofk'nce, and 
never wanted gear for tbe winning. ’ ’ • ., , , 

“Right; aiid thou art as thbrough-bred a wolf,” s.aid (he Dwarf, 
“ a» over leimt a lamb-fold at night. On what lieH’.-i crraitd art thou 
bound now 

,. “ Can your skill not guess ?” 

“ Thus far I know,” said the Dwarf, “ Uiat Uiy purpose i.s bad, thy 
■' deed will lie worse, and the issue worst of all.” 

“ And you like me tlie better for it, Father Elshic, cli ? ” said West- 
lairuflat; “ yon always said y<ni did.” 

, hare cause to like all,” answered the iSolitary, “ that arc 
sdOurges to thefr fellow-creatures, and thou art a bloody ono.” 

“ Ko—I say not guilty to that—never blnidy unless there’s resisl- 
.aaicc, alid that sets a man’s bristles up, ye ken. And (his is nae great 
,;mattcir,;(rflter a’; jmst to cut the comb of a young cock that has been 
jjawmg a littleower crousely.” , * . 

,’,'i5Not young Eaniscliff?” said tho ^Naitary, wi(li .some emotion. 
“NO; not'young. EamsdSff—not young Earnsediff yef; hut liis 
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|imo oome, if tie viU noli take -vrainiiiigr, and get him ba.ek to tie 

burrovT-town that be ’« fit for, and bo keep skelping about here <lte- 
strOying tbe fe^ deer ^lat ore Icftiu tbe oountry, and pretending to 
act as a laaglslxate, and ’writing letten to die great folk at Autd 
lieekic, about the disturbed state of the land. Let him fake care 
o’ himacH.” 

“Then it must be HobWo of the Ileugh-footsaid Ekhie. “What 
Lana has the lad done you ?” 

: “ Hawn! nae great harm j but I hear he says I staid away from 
the Ba 'spiel bn I&tcm’s K 'en, for fear of him; and it was only for 
fear of the Country Keeper, for there was a warrant against me.' 
1 ’ll stand Hobble’s feud, and a’ Ills clan's. But it's nut so mudi for 
tliat, as to gie him a lesson not to lot Ms tongue gallop ower freely 
about bis betters. I trow ho will liae lost the best l»eu-fcathcr o’ liw 
whig before to-mowow morning.—hare well, Elsliio; there’s some 
canny boys waiting for me doivn aiuaug the sbaws, owerbyj I tv ill 
see you as I comehick, and bring ye a blitbo tale in relmu for your 
keeli-crafl.” 

Ere the Dwarf could collect himself to reply, the Beiver of Wc^" 
bnriilliit set spurs to his horse. The animal, starting at one of ;9 ib'' 
stones which lay scattered about, flew fi-on'i the patli. The' 
e.xcreiscd ids spurs without moderation or morey. The horse .be«; 
ca)nc fmions, reared, kicked, plunged, and liolted bke a deer, with tfil' 
iiLs four feet off the ground at once. It was in vain ; the uiirelenUti^ 
rider side as if ho had been a pai't of tlie horse which he bestrodpi!' 
and, after a short but furious contest, compelled the subdued auiiiiiil. 
to proceed upon the path at a rate which soon carried him out'df 
sight of the (Solitary. ,, t 

“Tluit villain,” exclaimed the Dwarf,—“that cool-hloodcd, har^. 
deued, niu’clentlug ruffian,—^tliat,wretch, whose every thought is in-! 
fccted Avith crimes,—has thewes and sinews, limbs, strength, ai«l 
aclivity enough, to cojnpel a nobler animal tlian himself to carry huai- 
to the place Avhere ho is to perpeti-ato his wiekethiess^ while I, had I 
the Aveakness to wisli to put his wretched victim on Ins guard, add to, 
KiVA'C the helpless family, would see my good intentions frUntfstC^;; 
by the decrepitude whicu chains me to the spot—Why shoi^ I widn 
it were otherwise ? Wliat have my screech-owl voice, my hklbnus 
form, and my mis-shapen features, to do Avith the fairer workmansh^> 
of nature? Do not men receive even, my benefits AVitb shrinkuig 
horror and ill-suppressed disgust ? And why diotiM I interest my*, 
self in a race which accounts me a prodigy and an outcask and Aiyhieh' 
has treated me as such ? No; by all the ingratitude wnicli I have 
reaped—by all the wrongs which I have sustauied—by nw imprison¬ 
ment, my stripes, my chains, £ will Avrcstle. down my fecUngs of rer 
hellions humanity 1 1 will not be the fool 1 have been, to sw^bl 
from my principles whenever there Avas an appeal, fbr.sooth, to inijr" 
feelings j as if I, towards Avhom none shew sympathy, ought to ha(ve 
sympathy Avith any one. Let Destiny drive forth her si^Aeti ear; 
liironglf'tlie overwhelmed and trenAbling mass of humanity T Shall T 
ho the idiot to throw this decrepit foiKn, Hits mis-shsmen lump of. 
mortidity, under her wheels, that the DwartVthc Wiaaribthe Hmmli- 
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back, may saro &oin dehtraclkm aouiefair forti oj wmic atfuc frame, 
and all tlic world clap theii' limids at tins No, never I— 

And yet (to B^ot—tliU lIobbi& ao yonn^ and pliant, w frank, bo 
—I win think of it no longer. I cannot aid him W I w<mld, and 1 uiu 
Msolfed—firmly resolve^ thAt I would4>0t aid him, if a wish wore 

' ^Hai^*tlmt fiis aoliloany, he retreated into his hut for sl«?l- 

ter from the storm winch was jmst approaching, and now began to 
buret in large and heatw drops of rall^ The htet rays of thw sun 
now disappeared entirely, and two or throe dap^ of distant tlnindor 
fbUowed each other at hncf intervals, cdioing and re-echoing among 
the range of heathy fells like the sound of a distant engagement. 


*•, CIUPTER VII. 

' riond bud ortlio lanuntoia, tiir plamo Sima bo tom i— 

*• it it it ib 

liotatn to thy dwelling i nil tonoly return; 

For the blncknose of nthce shall mark n'lteio tt •to'xl, 

And a wild tnothor scream o’er lUcr ttmiislilng broat 

CAtirilEI.L. 

Tiie night continued sullen mnl stormy; bat morning ro^e as 
if refreshed by tlie rouis. Even the Mucklebtauc-Moor, with its 
dwoad bleak swells of barren grounds, intcrapm’sed with maroli.v 
pools of water, seemed to smile tinder the serene infiuenco of the 
bky, just as good-humour can spread a certiihi inexpressible charm 
over the plamest human cuuutenauee'. Hie heath was in its thickest 
and deepest bloom. The bocs, wliieh the Solitary hod added to his 
lund establishment, were abroad and on the wing, and fillcil the uir 
yith the murmurs of their industry. As the old man crept out of 
ius little hut, his two sho-goats came to meet him, and licked his 
hands in gratitude for the regetohles with which he supplied tliom 
from his gardeu. “You, at mast,” lie said—“you, at least, sec no 
differences in form which can alter your feelings to a benefactor—to 
you, the finest shape that ever statuary rnouldtm would ho an object 
of_ indifferonce or of alarm, should it present itself instead of (ho 
mis-shapen trunk to whoso services you are accustomed. While I 
was in the world, did I ever meet with such a return of gratitude? 
No; the domeidic whom 1 liad bred from infancy made months at 
me as lie stood behind my chair; the friend whom 1 hud supported 
with my fortune, and fur whose sake I had even stained—he 
stopped with a strong oonrulrive shudder,) even lie thought mo more 
fit for the tomety of lunatics—for their disgraceful rcbtraiuta—for 
their cruel privations, than for oommunicatiou with tlie rest of hu¬ 
manity. llulwrt alone—and Hubert too will one day abandon me. 
Al]^^i||£a pieces one mass of wickoduess, sclfislmcss, and ingrati- 
I II^Hfltcnes, Avho sin even in their devotions; aud of such Tiard- 
'^^icnrt, tliat they do not, without hypom-isy, even thank tlip 
mself for his warm sun aud pure air." 
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As he wns in these gloomj snltloqiiioB,Iie hewd thetrn.m|i 

of a horse on the other side of his endosuro, and a strong dear basi^ 
'roke sing^g \ritli the lirdiness inspired by a light heart, 
uenar ilobbte Eiiiet; ontny lloutis now. 

Canny Holibio Tso (tus slsDSKl* you 

At the same moment, a large deer grejdioimd spnmg orer the 
hermit's fence. It is nheS known to the sportsmen in these wiidh 
tliat the appearance and scent of the goat so mnofa retemUe those 
tltcir, uamu ohjed» of chnae, that the best-broke greyhounds viQ 
sometimes fly upon them. ThedoginqncstlonihstaifJypuQeddinra 
and throttled one of the hermit’s she-goats, whiie Hoboie l^ot, wha 
canto up, and jumped &om his horse for the purpose, was imable th 
extricate tiie homlcss animal from the fnngs of his attendant uhiEi 
it wns expiring. The Dwarf eyc(L for afew moments, the conyulsivw 
starts of his dying favourite, until the pocn* goat stretched out her 
limbs with the twitches and sliirering fit of the last agony. He then 
started into ai ^^ coss of fren;^, and uqsheathing a long sharp 
or dagger, wliidi he wore un&r h» coa^ he was about to launeh M 
at the dog, when Hoblne, peneiviiig his purpose, inteiposed, aa$ 
caught hold of his hnnd, exdaiming.^liet a be the bouni^ man—1^' 
a be the houndl—No, na, Kilibuw maunna be guided tliat gwte, 
noTther.” 

'riic Dwarf turned his rage on the young ffurmer; and, by a^ddetl 
effort, far more powerful than Hobbie expected from suds a person^ 
freed his wrist from his grasp, and offerM the dagger at hk hisafti 
All this was done ih the twinkiingofaheyojandtheincensed EsNpiii 
might have completed his%engBance by Ranging &e weai^.* 
Klnot’s bosom, nod he not been cheeked by -an internal' impU^ 
which made him hurl the knife to a distance, 

“ No,” he exclaimed as he tlius voluntaray d^irited Inmsolfof 
means of gratifying his rage i “not again—not againi” 'S 

Ilobbic retreated a step or twb in ^eat surprise diseomposUthl 
and disdain, at haring been placed in such danger, by tm ol^eot' li^ 
parently BO contemptible. " "f.- i 

“ Tlie deil’s in the body for strengtli and bittramesa 1 ” were the 0^ 
words that escaped him, wliicii he mowed iip with an apolo^ 
the accident that had given rise to their, disagreement, “ I adt tM 
justifying Killbuck a'uiegither neither, and 1 am sure it is as 
to me as to you,Elshie,thattshemisdianoe-should hoe happened; bra‘ 
I’ll send you twa goats and twa fst ajmmers, mmi, to make at 
stnuglit again. A wise man like you shouMna bear malice agamst 
a iioor dumb thing; ye seU that a goat’s l£ke first-cousin to a deSr, 
sae he acted but according to' ids imtuie after a*. Had it been a 
pet-lamb, there wad hae been mair to be said. Te suld keep she^, 
Elshic, and no goats, where there’s sae mony deer-hounds about^; 
but I’ll send ye bmth.” ' ^ 

“ Wretehr said flio Hermit, “your crueltohas destroyed one « 
the only creatures in esfistence thatwonld look oh me with kindness!" 

“ Dear Elshie,” answered Hobble, “I’m wae ye snld hae cause to 
say sac; I’m sure it wosna w? my tm. And yet, it "s true, 1 shotdd 
hae minded your goats, and couple Up the dog^. I'm stu'o I would 
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«tR,wingin;? DTiftsled round by tte Rider’s Slack, tJiree goodly bucks 
;RS »ver ran oil Dalloinlea, aS Qie sang says; tliey coiddna conio the 
kmiglit road for the aaft grand. 1 wad send ye a bit renison, but 
ye vadna take it weel lufwb^ for Rillbuck catched it.” 

During this long speech, in which <he good-natured Borderer en- 
ileavwired to jiroptiate the offended Dwarf by every ’argument he 
eonld think of, he heard him with hueyes bent on the ground^ ns if 
in the deepest meditation, and at lengUi broke forth—‘f Natnro?— 
yesl it is indeed in tho usotfl beaten path of Nature. l%e strong 
and tiirottlc the weak; tie rich depress and despoil the needy; 

onghtolJ;' 
ionsohiiior 

lienee, thou who hast contrived to give an edditicmal pang to the 
liiost miserable of human beings—thon who hast dcprivkl me of 
jirhat I half considered as a source of comfort. Go hence, and enjoy 
the happiness prepared for thee at home 1” 

“Never stir,” said Hobble, “if I wadiia take yon wi’ me,^man, if 
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will be ahimdred strapping Elliots to ride the bronze—the like's 
110 been seen sin’ llie days or aiud Martin of the Preakin-tower— 1 
wad send the sled for ye wi’ a canny powny.” 

“ Is it to me yon propose once more to mix in tiio society of the 
common herd?” said tlie Recluse, with an air of deep disgust. 

“ Oommond” retorted Hobbie, “nae sicean cointnoiih ntilhor; the 
Elliots hoc been htng kend a gentle race.” 

“Hence! begone!” reiterated tho Dwarf: “may the saute evil 
Inck attend thee that thou hast left behhid with me! Ifigoiiot 
*with you myself, see if you can escape what my attendants. Wrath 
mid Misery, hare brought to thy threshold before tlice.” 

, " I wish ye wadna speak that gate,” said Hobbie. “ Ye ken yoiir- 
aell, Elsliie, nacbody judges you to be ower canny; now, I’ll tell ye 
list ae word for a'—ye hae spoken as raucklc as wussing ill to mo 


or to mysell, or to tbe poor dumb tyke; or if I lie skaithed and injiiriHl 
in body, glides, or gear, I ’ll no forget wha it is that it’s owing to.” 

“ Out,mnd!” exdaimed the Dwaif; “home! home to your dwelling, 
and think on me when you find wliat has befallen thei’c.” 

“ Aweel aweel," said Hobbie, mounting his horse, “it servos nae- 


t^^ve pariflm" 

sayin g; he rode off; and Elshie, after looking at him with a 
iS^frajUKiudignant laugh, took spade and mattock, and occupied 
lunMqjMwging a grave for his deceased favourite. 

Aiow^k^e, and the words, “ HiSht, Elshie, liishtl disturbed him 
in this uuMmoly occupation. He looked up, and the Red Reiver 




of Westbimiflat wfts b^foi^’biUj;' I/Bcfe ^ere 

was blood ou liis as we&:^:^QUtJ^etbw<p:^liis^iu^ aadihe 
sides of his ovoMiddeu lirami';-’),:.;,.., 'i'-.v-.- 

“ How now, dfmsf&Sod tbeWarfj'^ISifty teb <S»vdd.*” , 

“ Ay, ay, doubt not tiiat, " ftasw^i'edibe ftedoodtei’ j “ wlieu 
I ride, niy foes may moaa. : T^^Jmyd lidd'Baair. 
at the Ileugli-foot this mcBsdB^/thefe'sa.to^bwoaQjJ ft wale, and 
a wail and a cry for the bottByilbridif.” ' ■ .''' I ... ’. ' 

«11mbride 

“ Ay; Cliarlio Cl!eat;tlt&#'W^ie, tMS wb li>u}j tliatV C^wriie 
Foster of TiwuJng Be(dc,hjm i^idi^d to ket® ’bfir in Cumb^lmid 
till the blast blatf by. She saw me, and kehd me in the splore, for 
the mask fell frae Viy fate for nMnik. I am tMnkfaigit wad conceiBi 
iny safety if She. were to oohiie l«mk Jieres , for 0iere’s mony o’ the 
Klliots, and they- band weel thegithev for M^hi ai-mfsag. Now, 
what 1 cliiefly cbaie, te ask’your rede in, is how to make her tere: ” 

“ WouldstthouBJBftlerher,then?” 'p-' 

“ Umph! no, ho; 1^1 would not do; if 1; could h^p it. But tiiey 
say tliey can whiles act folk cannily ahiiy to the plantations from 
some of the out-porfe, and stjmetbiii/? to boot for them that Info^s a 
bonny wench. They’re wanted beyond seas thao female cattle, and 
they’re no that scaroe hero. But I think o’ doing better for this, 
lassie. There's a Icddy, that, unless she bo a' the better bairn, is fo 
bo sent to foixiign pws wuetbor she, will or nb; now, I think of 
sending Grace to wait On liev.-.sb©'s a bonny lassie. Hobbio. will 
bae a merry morning when ho comet name, atid misses baith bride, 
and gear.” . 

“ Ay; and do you not pity him ? ” said the Eeelnsc. 

“ Wad ho pity me were 1 gaeiug up the Oastio-liill<ll.t Jeddart ? ^ 
And >ot I rne something for the bit lassie; but bo H get auitliev, and 
little skaith dime—ane is as glide as auitlier. And nOw, you tiiat 
like to liear o’ spiorcs, heard ye erer o’ a better ane than I Iiae had 
this morning ? ” 

“ Air, ocean, and fire,” said the Dwarf, speaking to lumself, “ the' 
eavihquakc, the tompesf., the volcano, are all mild and moderate, com¬ 
pared to tlie wi’ath of man. And what Is this fellow, but one more 
skilled than others in executing the end of his existence r —^Wear me, 
felon, go again where I before sent thee.” 

•• To the Steward ? ” 


“ Ay; and tell him, Elshelidev the Recluse commands Mm to give 
thee gold. But, hear me, let the maiden be discharged free and uu- 
injunwi ; return her to her friends, and let her swear not to discover 
thy villainy.” 

“Swear?” said Wostburnflat; “but what if she break her aitli? 
Women are not famous for keeping then* plight. A wise man like 
you-should ken tliat. And unmured—wha kens-wliat may happen. 
were she to be left lang at xlnuing Beck? Charlie Cueat-the- 
Woodie is a rough customer. But ii' the gold could be made up to 


» The place of oxecntlon of that , ancient barsh, where many of Wostburnflat** pto- 
fiisslon have nwifle ttwSr final exit 
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twc^ nitwcs, t tliink I fculd bnsnrc licr iK'niff «i' lior friends within 
Mnmto>T6ut’ heuvs.” 

*Hip1!)wnrf took his tablets from his nocket, marked a line on 
fimli, and tore oat the leaf. “ There” ho said, giving the rolder 
the leaf—“ But, mark me} thou kimwest I am not to be fooled by 
ilry treachery; if tliou dearest to disobey luy directions, tliy wreteUed 
Me, bo swK, snoU answ^ for H.” 

“ I know,” said the follow, looking dowi, “ tliat you hare power on 
eortli, however you c&diie -by it; you can do what nac other man enn 
do, baitli by physio and foTt>sight; and the gold is shelled down when 
ye command, os Ifitst as 1 have seen the ash-keys full in a frosty 
morning in October. I will not disobey you.” 

*• Begone, tlren, and relieve me of tliy hateful presence.” 

The robljer set spurs to hk horse, and rode on without reply. 

Hobbic Elliot had, hi the meanwhile, pursued Ids journey rapidly, 
harassed by those oppressive and indistinct foais unit all wiis not 
Hglit, which men usually term a pi'csentimcnt of inkfovtune. Ere 
he reached the top of the biuik from which he could look domi on 
his oini habitation, he was met by ids nurse, a person then of great 
consequence in all families in Scotland, whether of the Jdghcr or 
middling classes. The connection between them and their foster- 
children was considered a tie far too dearly intimate to be broken; 
and it Usually happened, in tlio course of years, tluit the iiur.se be¬ 
came a resident in the family of her lbst(>r-son, assisting in the do¬ 
mestic duties, and receiving all marks of attention and regaul from 
the heads of the family. So soon as llobbie n'ccgnizini the figure 
of Aniiaplo, in her red cloak and blaqji hood, ho could not help e.':- 
claiiniim to himself, “ What ill-luck can Jiae brought the auKl luiise 
sae f.ir fracdiaine, her that never stirs a gun-shot frao the door-stane 
for ordiiiar?—llout. It will just be to get cranc-borries, or iiliortle- 
boiTich, or some smdi stult, out of tho moss, to make tlio pies and 
Inrt.s for the feast on Monday.—I caiiuot get the words of that can¬ 
kered auld cripple dcil’s buckie ojut o’ my head—tlie least thing in.ikes 
me dread some ill news. O, Kiilbuck, man! were there nac deer 
and goats in the country liesides, but io behoied to gang and worry 
his cre.iture, by a’ otlier folk’s ? ” 

By tins time Annaple, with a brow like a tragic «olume. hod 
hobbled towards him, and cauglit his horse by the bridle. The 
desp.iir in her look was so evhlent, as todcpriic eieii him of the 
power of asking tlio cause. “ O, my bairn 1 ” she cried. ‘‘ gang 
nil forward—gang ua forward—it ’» a sight to kill ony bod^, hi 
alane thee.” 

“ In Clod’s name, what’s tho matter?” said tho astonished horse¬ 
man, endeavouring to e.'ttricato his bridle from the gnusp of 
tho old woman; “ for lleaven’s sake, let mo go and sec nlwl ‘s the 
matter.” 

Olion 1 that I should have lived to .see the day!—Tho steading's 
a’ in a low, and tho bonny stack-jard lying in tlie red ashes, and 
the gear a’ driven away. But gang iia forward; it wad break 
your young,heart, liiuny, to see what my auld con hae seen tliis 
morning. 





/“ Aild Svlm lias dfttiHl M.go My br^c, AnnaM^' 

• wliere is niy sn’anclraotlijjr^sJ^y^'afetersl.-T^WJiei'e-1^ Grttco Arnj- 
.strong?—God!—tlie wordi w 'the warlock arc knelling iit w|r 
.earsP' ’ "’,■■■■■ v.,•■'>' ■ :■ . ■ ■•■''•i,.:- 

He sprang from his'hofsc to ri3"'h&s^iiSf ,AjBjB#l#’9:1^ 
tioii. and, ascending tlie Wll kith m 

of die spectacle with wliieh she had thjttMtoe^'Rhpi^ -W 
deed a heart-breaking ^glit. ;Xhe ho dia^ 

in its seclusion, beside tlio MOhBtidn-streft^.'sar^t^ded^ 
evidence of rustic plenty, was liow a wdstjM >nd blacken^ 

From amongst the slmttered and sable walls did spiokp cdhtSsiji^ th'., 
rise. 'J’lio turf-stnefc, die barn-yard, the offices stocked witif^tle,, 
nil die wealth of an upland cnltii'ator of the pei^d, of. which {lodr 
Klliut possessed no common sliar^ had been Imd wa^c or caiTied dflj.. 
ill a single night. He stood a moment motionless, and tlien ex¬ 
claimed, “ I am ruined—rained to the ground!—3ut curse on the 
world’s gear—Had it hot been tlic weCk before the bridal—But 1 ain 
line babe, to sit down and greet about it. If I can but find Gitice, 
and my gi'undmother, and my sisters weol, I can go to the wars in 
Flanders, as ray gude-sire did, under the Bellcnden biwincr, wi’ auUl 
I’.uccleufh. At oiiy rate, 1 will keep up a heart, or they will lose 
tlicirs a' tliegitiier."'^ 

Alanfully slrotlc llobbic down the hill, resolved to suppress his 
own despair, and adiiiinister consolation which he did not feel, 
Tlic neighbouring inhabitniits of the dell, particularly those of his , 
own name, had already assembledl The younger piu’t wore in arms 
and clanioi'ous for revenge, altliough tliey knew not upon whom, 
the elder were faking measures for flic relief of the distressed family. 
Aiinaidc’s cottage, which was situated down Gie brook, at some dis-« 
taiice from the scene of miscliief, had been hastily adapted for the 
temporary accommodation of the old lady and her daughters, witli 
such articles as had been contributed by the neighboure, for very 
little was saved from the wveck. 

“ Are we to etaml hero a’ day, sh’s,” exclaimed one tall young 
man, “and look at the burnt wa’s of ofir kinsman's house? 
Eveiy wTcatli of the reek is a blast of shame upon us! Let 
ns to horse, and talcc tlie chase.—^Who ;has the nearest blood¬ 
hound?” 

“It’s young Eornscliff,” answered another; “and he’s been on,, 
and away wi’ mx liorsc long syne, to see if he can track them.” 

“ Let us follow him tlieii, and raise the country, and raak mair liolp 
as wo ride, and tlicn have at.-tlic Cumberland reivers! 'I'ake, burn, , 
and slay—tlioy that lie nearest us shall smiut first.” 

“ Whlslit! baud yom* tongues, daft callahts,” said an old man, “yo 
dinna ken what ye speak about. 'VThat! wad ye raise war atweeu 
twa pacificated countries ? " , 

“ And wliat signifies deaying us wi’ tales about our fathers,” re¬ 
torted the young man, “ if we Ve to sit and see our fnends’ housea 
bunit ower their heads, and no put out hand to revenge them? Oui* 
fathers did not do that, I trow.” 

“ I am no saying ony thing against revenging Hobble’s wrang, 
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iniit ehl^d ; but we maun take tlie kwVi' us it\ thac days, Simon," 
aUswiCted tie more prudent elder. 

, ' “ And besides," said onotiier old mmi, “1 dlnna believe there’s 
qiSe now living that kens the lawful nsode of fbllowiug a fray across 
;tke Border. Tam o’ Whiltium kend a’ about it} but he died in the 
hard winter.” 

“Ay,'” said a third, “ he was at the great gathei'ing, whcntlicy 
Chased as far as Thirlwall j it was the year after the fi^it of Pliilip- 
haugh." ' 

“ Uoat,” exclahned another of these discording counsellors, 
“ there’s nao pmt skill needed; inst put a ligdited peat on,the 
end of a spear, or hayfork, or sic likh, and blew a horn, and cry 
the gathering-word, and then it’s lawul to follow gear into Eng¬ 
land, andrecorm’ it by the strong hand, or to take gear frao some 
other Englishman, providing yc lift nae roair tlian’s lieen lifted 
frae you. That’s the auld Border law, made at Dundrennau in the 
days of the Black Dougks. Ifoil laic need dquht it. It's as clear 
as the sun.” 

“Come away, then, lads,” cried Simon, “get to your gohlings, 
and we'11 lake auld (Juddie the muckle tasker wi’us; he Isensthe 
value o’the stock and pleoisUiug that's been lost. I lobbio’s stalls 
and stakes shall be fou again or nigM; and if we canna big up the 
auld house sae soon, we’so lay an English one as low as Ileugh-foot 
is—and tliat’s fair plky, a’ the world ower." 

This animating proposal w^as received with great applause by 
the younger part of the assemblage, when a miisper ran anumg 
-them, “There’s Hobbie himscU, pair fellow! we’ll bo guided by 
liim.” 

The priucipal suffei’er, having now reached tlie bottom of the hill, 
pushed du through the crowd, unable, from the tumultuous state of 
mis feelings, to do more than receive and return the grasps of the 
friendly hands by which his neighbours and kinsmen mutely esnressed 
their sympathy in his misfortuilC. While he pressed Simon or Hack- 
bum’s haaid, Iris anxiety at length found words. “ Thank ye, Simon 
—thank ve, neighbours—I ken what ye wad a’ say. But where are 
they ?—Where are—lie stopped, as ii' afraid even te name the 
objects of his inquiry; and with a similar feeling, his kinsmen, with¬ 
out reply, pointed to the luit, into which ITohhio pi-ecipitatcd himself 
witli the desperate air of one who is resolved to know the woivt at 
once. A general and powerful expres.siou of sympathy accomi».nuied 
him. “ Ah, puir fellow—puir Hobmc 1 ” 

“ He’ll learn the warst o’t now!” 

“ But I trust Earnscliff will get some speerings o’ the puir lassie.” 

Such were the exclamations of (Jio group, who, having no acknow¬ 
ledged leader to direct their motions, passively awaited the retxirn 
of the sufferer, and determined to be guided by his directions. 

The meeting between Hobbie and Iris family vas in tlic higliest 
d^ree affecting. His sisters threw themselves ujion him, and almost 
stifled him with their caresses, as if to prevent his looking round to 
distinguish the absence of one yet more beloved. 

“ God help thee, my son! He can help when worldly trust is a 
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broken reed.”—Such was the wdcdme (H the matron to her unfor- 
lunale Grandson, He looked eagerly round, bolding two of hts 
sisters by the hand, while tihc j^rd hung about Im ueck—“ I see you 
—I connt you —my grandmother,lifliaSi, dean, and Amwt} bat where 
is—(lie hesitated, and ^eft continued, as if with wi cil'ort,) 
“ Where is Grace ? Sai’ely thih is not a time to hide, her&ell frae me 
—there’s nae time for dat!^ now.” 

“0, brothwl” and‘'Oiir poor Grace!” was the only answer his 
fluostious could procure, till his grandmotlier rose up, and gently 
disengaged liim from the weeping g^rls, led him to a seat, and with 
the oiFccting serenity whidi sincere piety, like oil sprinkled on the 
svaves, can throw over the most acute feelings, she said, “ My baira> 
when tliy grandfather was killed in the wars, and left mo with six 
orphans around me, with scarce bread to ea^ or a roof to cover us, 
I had strength—not of mine own—hut I had strength given me to 
say. The Lord’s wiU be done!—My son, our peaceful house was last 
night broken into by moss-troopers, armed and masked; they have 
taken and destrOTed all, and carried off our deal* Grace. Pray for 
strength to say, j&TS will be done!” 

“ Mother! mother! urge me not—1 cannot—not now—I am a sin¬ 
ful man, and of a liardened race. Masked—armed—Grace carried 
off! Gie nio my sword, and my father’s knapsack—I will liave 
vengeance, if I should go to tlie pit of diirkncss to seek it!” 

“ 0 my bairn, iiiv bairn 1 be patient under the rod. Wlu) knows 
wlion He may lift Ins bund off from us? Young Eamscliff, Ilcaveu 
bless him, lias tacn the chase, with Davie of Stenbouso, and the first 
comers. 1 eiied to let house and plenishing bum, and follow the' 
reivers to recover Grace, and Eurnsclitt' and Ids men were ower the 
Pell within three lioin*8 after the deed. God_bless him! he’s a real 
Eamscliff; he’s his fatlier’s true son—a leal friend.” 

“ A true friend indeed; God bless him !” exclaimed Hobbie j “ let’s 
on and away, and take tlic chase after liim.” 

“ 0, mr child, before you run on danger, let me hear you hut say, 
Ills will be done!” 

‘•Urge me not, mother—not now.” lie was rushing out, when, 
looking back, he observed bis grandmother make a mute altitude 
of affliction. He returned hastily, thi’cw himself into her arms, and 
said, “ Yes, raollier, I can say, His will bo done, sinco it will com¬ 
fort you ” 

“May lie go forth—may He go forth vrith yon, my dear bairn; 
and 0, may He give you cause to say on your retnni. His name lie 
praised 1” 

“Parewell, mother!—farewell, niy dear sisters!” exclaimed Elliot, 
and rushed out of the house. 
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Kow Unno and hdttock, cried the talrd, 

How horse and tpcodllle^ 

Iticy Ui«t winiui ride Ihr TeUhr't 
JUl Uicin neror loeh In tlie fheo o' mo. 

Bo>^B<0ai. 

lId«sF.! horse! tmd spear!” cxdajmcd Hobble to^bis kinsmen. 
Many a ready foot \yas m the stirmp; and, wh3c EBiot hastily col 
lected axins ami occoatremouts, (no en^y matter in such a con- 
ftisbn,) the glen resonuded with tlie approbation of hui younger 
frieirds. 

“ Av, ay!" exclaimed Simon of Ilackbmm, “tliafs the gate to take 
It, llobbie. Let women sit and greet at home, men must do os they 
have been done by; it’s the Scripture says’t.” 

“ Haud your t<m^e, sir,” said one of the seniors, sternly; “dinna 
abuse the Word that gate^e dinna ken what ye speak about.” 

“ Hae ye ony tidincs?—Hae ye ohy speerings, Hobbie?—0 callants, 
dinna be ow‘«w hasty, said old Dick of the Dingle. 

“ Whidi si^ifies preadiing to us, e’ettow ?” said Simon J “ if 3*0 canna 
make help yourseli, dinna keep back them that can.” 

" Wliisht, sir; wad ye take rcngeancc or ye ken wha has ivrang’d 
ye ?” 

“D’ye think we dinna ken the road to England as weel nsonr 
fathers before us?—All evil comes out 0 ’ thereaway—it’s an auld 
saying and a true; and wo’il e’en away thei'c, as if tlie devil was 
iiliiwing us south.” 

“We’ll follow the track 0 ’ EarnscKff’s hoi'ses ower the waste,” 
cried one Elliot. 

“ Fll prick tliera out through the blindest moor in the Border, 
n,n there had been a fair held there the day before,” said Hugh, 
lite blacksmith of llingleburn, “ for I aye shoo his horse wi’ my ain 
hiwid.” 

“ Lay on the deer-liounds,” cried another; “ where are they?” 

“ llont, man, tlie sun’s been lang up, and the dew is aff the gnind 
—^tlio scent will never lie.” 

llobbie instantly wMsted on his liminds, which were roving about 
tlie ruins of their old habitation, and filling the air with their doleful 
bowls. 

“ NoWj Killbuck,” said llobbie, “ try thy skill this day”—and then, 
as if a light had suddenly broke on him ,—" that Bl-faw’d goblin 
spak sometliing o’ tliis! He may ken mnir o't, either by villains on 
earth, or devils below—TJl line it frae him, if 1 should cut it out o’ 
his mis-shapen bouk wi’ to whinger.” He then hastily gave direc¬ 
tions to Ills comrades; “i^ur o’ ye, wi’ Simon, liaud ri^tforward 
1 ^ Graemes’-gap. If ^e/re English, they'll bo for being back that 
iray. The rest disperee by twasome and threesome through the 
te, and meet me the Trysting-pool. Tell myl>rother.s, -when 

r/ come up, to follow and meet us tlierc. Poor lads, they iao 
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neons 0S'mir.»i''‘^ie‘; iBMlc tJiink wljat a sonw\’fttl 

house WiQy two hriwing di( 4 r,.,yieiQii«)n to t 1101 ;.?^ ower MucUo- 
stane-Moor'myseUi.'^ 

“ And if I werooB,” tiidid lJi<^ of the “ 1 would speak to 

Oaan^ Elshie. m CBaieil ^ou W'hatovcr hctides in this laud, if he’s 
saOuiinded.” . 

^He>ifta22‘telLine,’’''kdd I|obbic,'iidiO was luisy putttoff his ams 
in order, ‘^•what he k^s o* tM i%hf8 job, of I shall right wed knu 
wherefore he does not,” 

“ Ay, but speak him-fiOT, ,iny bormy roan—speak him fair, Hobbid 
the like o’ him wifl no bear throwiiiff. Tliey conrerse siie muckjo 
wi’ thae fractious ghaists and evil spnita, that it clean ^oils Uicif' 
temper 

“ Let me olane to guide him,” answered Ilobbic; " there’s thd in 
my breast this day, that wovild ower-maistcr a’ the warlocks on earth, 
and a’ the devils In hell.” 

And being now fuHy equipped^ he threw himself on his horse, and 
spurred him at a rapid pace against the steep ascent. 

Elliot speedily surmounted the iiili, rode down the .other side at 
the same rate, crossed a wood, and traversed a hnig glCn, ere hu at 
length regained Mucklestane-hfoor. As he was obliged, in the course 
of his journey, to relax his speed in consideration ofthe labour which 
his horse might still hare to undergo, he had time to consider ma> ■ 
turcly in wlmt manner he should address the Dwarf, lit order to 
extract from him tlie knowledge witich he supposed him to he in pos-' 
session of concerning the authoi’s of his misfortunes. Hobbie, though 
blunt, plain of speech, and hot of disposition, like most of his country¬ 
men, was by no means deficient in the shrewdness which is idso 
their characteristic. He reflected, that from what he had obsei-ved 
on the memorable night when the Dwarf was first seen, and from 
the conduct of that mysterious being ever since, he was likely tot 
be rendcix'd even more obstinate in his siilleuncss by threats and 
violence. 

“ I’ll speak him fail’,” he said, “ .as auld Dielcnn advised me. 
Though folk say he lias a league wi’ Satan, he cannabe sic an incar¬ 
nate devil ns no to take some pitv iu a case like mine; and folk 
tlwcep he’ll whiles do good, cluintablc sort o’ things. I’ll kcej) my 
heart doun as well as 1 can, and stroke him wi’ the luwr; and if the 
warst come to tho worst, it’s but wringing the head o’ him about 
at last.” 

Tn Uiis disposition of accommodation he approached the hut of thq 
Solitary. 

'Ihe old man was not upon Ids scat of audience, nor could Hobble 
perceive him in his gai'den, or enclosures. 

“ He’s gotten into his veiy keep,” said Hobbit “ maybe to be out 
o’ the gate; but I’se pu’ it doun about his lugs, if 1 cauua win at him 
otherwise.” 

Having thus communed with himself^ he raised his voice, apd 
invoked Mshic in a tone as supplicating as his conflicting femings 
would permit; “Elslde, my gude friend!” No reply. “ ElsTiic, ciumy 
Father Elshiel” 'The Dumf remained mute. “Borrow bo iu the 
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car^a of ^hee!" said the Borderer botireife hfe feelh';_aind 
dWft again attempting a soothing tone ,—" Good Father Elshic, a 
aiost nSserable creature desires some counsel of your wMmn.” 
r “ihe Iwttert” auswered the djrill and diseordaiit voice of the 
Dwarf through a very small window, resembling an arrow-slit, which 
be had construided near the door of his dwelling, and through which 
he could see any one Who approached it, without the possibility of 
their looking iu upon him. 

“The better!” smd Hobbb femiaticntly; “what bthc better, Elsbie? 
Do you not hear "me tell you 1 am tho most miserable wretch Hv- 
hgr” 

“ And do YOU not hear me tell yon it is so much the better ? and 
Jid I not toll you this morning, wl^n you thought yourself so liapj^, 
what an evening was coming upon you?” 

“That TO did e’en,” replied Ilobhie, “and tlmt gars me coinc to 
you for advice now; they that foresaw the (i-ouble maun ken the 
cure.” 

“ I know no cure for earthly trouble,” rotimicd tlie Dwarf; “ or, if 
I did, why slwuld I help others, when none hath aided me? Jlavc I 
not lost wealth, that would have bought all thy barren hills a liiui- 
dred times over ? rank, to wliich thinc-is as tlmt of a pcasiuit ? society, 
where there was an intorchaugo of alt that was amiable—of till that 
was iiilelleetual ? llav'e I not lost idl this ? Am 1 not residing here, 
the veriest outcast on tho face of Katnro, in tho most hideous and 
most soJitary of her retreats, myself more hideous tlian all that is 
around me ? And wdiy should other worms cmuplain to mo when 
they are trodden on, since I am myself lying eriisiied and writhing 
imder tlie clmriot-whcel?” 

“ Ye may have lost all this,” answered llohbie, in the bitterness 
of einotion; “land and friends, goods and gear; ye may hac lost 
tlicm a’,—but ye ne’er can hao sae sair a heiu’t as mine, for ye ne’er 
lost nae (trace Armstrong. And now niy lust liopes are gauc, and I 
shall ne’er see her mair.” 

t ,.TliLs lie said in tlio tone of deepest einotion—and there followed 
long pause, for the mention of liis bride’s name had overcome the 
more angry and imtable feelings of poor Hobbic. Ere he had again 
addressed the Bolitary, the bony hand and long fingers of tlic latter, 
holding a large leathern bag, was thrust fortli at (he small window, 
and as it unehitched the hiirdcn, and let it drop with a clang upon 
the ground, his harsh voice again addressed Elliot. 

'lliere—there lies a salvo for every human ill; so, at least, each 

Imman uTeteh readily thinks_^Begone; return twice ns wealthy as 

tliou wort before yesterday, ami torment mo no more with questions, 
eompljiints, or tlninks; they are alike odious to me.” 

“ It’s a’ gowd, by Heaven!’’ said Elliot, liaving glanced at tho con¬ 
tents ; and then again addressing the Hermit, “Muckle obliged for 
good-will; and 1 wad blithely gie you a bond for some o' the 
Wti-, or a wadset ower the lands o’ Wideopen. But I dinna ken, 
BlsLie; to be free wi’ you, I dinna like to use siller unless I kend it 
was decently come by; and maybe it might turn into sekte-stanes, 
and cheat some poor man.” 
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* Ignoraiit idiot!" retorfc^ iSlc Dwarf; “ the trai^^ ia aa fjenniiie 
poisou aa erei’ was dug oat’til the bowels of tlie earth. Take.it>— 
use it, and may it thrive witfi^ou m it hath done >Yith me!" 

“ But I tell 3’ou/’ said.Efliot, ** it wasna about the gear, tliat 1 
waa consulting you,—it .^s a braw bam-ysffd, doubtless, and 
thirty head of finer chttle there werelia on this side of the Cat- 
rail; but let the, gear —if ye coidd gie me but speerings o’ 
puir Grace, I would-be bopteut to be your slave for life, i^oay 
thuiff tliat dkl iMh/’lotteh «iy salvation. 0 , Ekhie, spealt^aii, 
speak!". 

“ WeU, tlien,” answered the Dwarf, as if worn out by Ms importu¬ 
nity, " dince thou hast not enough of vroes of thine own, but must • 
needs seek to burden thyself wilfi those of a partner, seek her whom 
thou Ijast lost in the IKi'.?*." 

“ in the li'edh?- -That’s a wide word.” 

“ It is the l»S^?;*aid the Jiwarf, “ whicli I design to utter;” and 
ho drew the 'Hhutiets of his window, leaving Ilohbie to make the 
most of the hint he' Imd given. 

The west! the west!~thoiight Elliot; the country is pre.tty riulet 
down t!»at way,, unless it woi’e Jock o’ the Todliolcs; and iie^s owee 
auhl now for the like o’ time jolw—^AVest!—By iny life it mu.st 
be Westburiiiiat! *'Elshie, just tell ino one word. Am 1 right? 
Is it We ^tbui-ntlat ? If 1 am wrang, say sae. I wadna like to wyte 
an innocent neighiwur wi’ violenee—Ko answer ?—It innst' be the 
Beil lleiver--! didua think he wad hae ventured fm joe, neithcj*, 
and sae njouoy kin ii.s tliero’s o’ ns — ] am thinking lie'll Jiae 
some better backing than his (.himberlaud friends.—6’^^re^veel to 
yon, El.-ilrie, and inoiiy thfuiks—I downa he faslied wi’ tlio siller 
o'eu now., for 1 laauh iwa’ to meet my friends at the IVjsting- 
iihiee—isao, if ye carena to opeu tlie window, yc can fetcli it in after 
I’m awa’.” 

Still flii'iv. was no rci>ly. 

*• lie’s deaf, or he’s daft, or he’s haitii; but 1 liau nao time to .itay 
to claver wi’ him." 

And oft’ rode llohhie lilliot towards the place of rendezvous rvlikli 
he had named h) liis friends. ^ 

J'''our or live riilers were already gathered at the Tiysinig-pcol. 
They stood in eloso commlt.ation together, while their horses wore 
pennilted to graze among the poplars which overhung the broad 
still pool. A move numerous party were seen coining from the, 
southward, it proved to be Earnsemf and Ms party, who laid fol- 
lowcvl the track of the cattle as far as the English Imrder, but had 
halted on the information that a considci-ahle force was di-awn toge¬ 
ther under some of the Jacobite gontleinon in that district, and thei;e 
were tidings of insurrection in different parts of fScotland. This 
took away from the act which had been penietrated the appearance 
of private animosity, or love of plunder; and Eanisclift' was now dis- 
jmsed to regard it" as a symptom of civil war. 'The young gentle- 
mau greeted llobbie with’the most sincere sympathy, and iuforined 
liira of l lie news lie had received. 

Then, may I never stir frac the bit," .said Elliot., if auld Ellies- 
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law fa ifeot al.ibe bottom o' tbe haiU rillamy I Ye ^ ho » le«g*t©a 
wf t3to 'Oatofeieriand Catholics; nnd that agree;* woel vi what KIshie 
h%ted about "Wt^tbuniflat, for ElUeslaw aye protcclod limi, and he 
wul Waat to Iiarry and diMU’m the country about his aiu hand before 
die breeds out.” 

Some now remembered that the party of rufSans had boon heard 
to say they were acting for James vlU. and were charged to dis 
iw!;n »vll rebels. Others had heard Wcatburnflat boast, lu drinking 
parties, that Ellieslaw would soon be in arms for the Jacobite cause, 
'* and tiiat he himself ^ras to hold a command under Jtim, aiul that tlmy 
would be bad neighbom’s for yoiuigBarnscliff, aud all tliat stood out 
for'the established gorerniuont. The residt w^ a sti'ong belief lluit 
Weathumflat hod headed the party mider Ellieslaw’s orders, and 
they rcsolrpd to proceed in^utly to tlie house of the former, and, if 
po^ibl& to secure his person. They weTO by this time joined by so 
many of their dispcfscu friends, that their number nmountcil to up- 
svards of twoutv horsemen, well mounted, aud tolerably, though 
variously, armed. 

A brook, which issued from a naiTOW glen among the lulls, entered, 
at Westburnflat, upon the open uiai-shy level, which, expanding 
about half a mile iu every direction, gives name to the snot. In this 
phice the cliaractcr of the stream becomes cltangcd, anti, from being 
a lively, brisk-running movuitain-torrent, it stagnates, like a blut! 
swollen snake, iu tliul deep windings, througli tlie swampy level. 
Ou tlie side of the stream, and nearly about the centre of the plain, 
ai’ose the tower of VVestlmrnflat, one of the few remaining strong¬ 
holds formerly so numerous upon the Borders. The ground upon 
which it stood was geutly elevated above the marsh for the space ot 
about a hundred yai'ds, affording an esplanade of dry turf, a Inch c.v- 
teuded itself iu the immediate ncighbomliood of the tower; hut, 
beyond which, the .‘vrhtcc presented to strangers was that of an im- 
l)a.ssablc and dangerous bog. The owner of the tower and his in¬ 
mates alone knew the ■winding aud intricate paths, which, leading 
over ground that was coninarativcly sound, admitted visitei's to lus 
residence. But among the paady which were as.seinbled under 
Earnseliff’s directions, tliere was more than one person qualified to 
act as a guide. For although the owner’s character and habits of 
life were generally known, yet the laxity of feeling with respect to 
projpei’ty prevented his being looked on with the abhoiTcnee with 
which he must, have been regarded in a more civilized country, lie 
was considered, among his more pcaccalilc neiglilmurs, pretty much 
as a gambler, cock-fighter, or horse-jockey, would be regarded at 
the present dav ; a persoiij of course, whose habits were to be con¬ 
demned, and Ids society, in gcnei'al, avoided, yet wlio could not be 
considered as marked with the indelible infamy attaelied to his ino- 
fessiun, where laws have been habitually observed. Aud tlieir indig¬ 
nation was awakened against liiin upon this oeciusioii, not so much 
upon account of the general nature of the transaction, which was 
I Aust such as avos to be expected from tliis nmrnuder, as that the vio- 
-ieucchad been perpetrated upon a neighbour against whom he had 




no oitase of agidnst ft friend of tlicir owu^niMve ftU, 

a^anast one of tlic name of Elliot, to which dan most of them be* 
longer It was not, therefore, wonderfhl, that there should be seve¬ 
ral in the band prett;^ well acquainted wift the locality of his habita¬ 
tion, and capable of giving such directions and guidance as soon placed 
the whole party on the open space of firm i^ound in front of the 
Tower of Westburnflat. 


OHAPTEE IX. 

So spnX the kiilclit; tlio geaunt ted, 

Ikiad fortli 'n’ltli tlio, the lely meld, 

And mak me quite of tbs and sobo; 

For giauiising eo, or brow so brent, 

Ur check -n ltli rose and lllyc blent. 

Ale lists not flebt with the. 

Romamx ofOie falcon. 

Tjie tower, before which the party now stood, was a small square 
building of the most gloomy aspect. The walls were of gi-eat uiicfc- 
iiess, and the windows, or sdits which served the purposes of win¬ 
dows, seemed rather calculated to afford the defenders the means of 
emplojing missile weapons, than for admitting air or light to tlio 
apartments within. A small battlement projected over tlie walls on 
every side, and afforded farther advantage of defence by its niched 
parapet, •within which arose a steep roof, flagged witli grey stones. 
A single turret at one angle, defended by a door studded with huge 
iron nails, rose above the battlement, and gave access to tlie roof 
from within, by the spiral staircase which it enclosed. It seemed to 
the party tluit their motions were watched by some one concealed 
within this turret; and they were confiraied in their belief, when, 
through a narrow loophole, a female hand was seen to wave a liand- 
kerchief, ns if by way of signal to them. Ilohhio was almost out of 
his senses with joy mid eagerness. 

“ It was Grace’s hand and arm,” he said; “ I can swear to it 
a,maiig a thousand. There is not the like of it on this side of the 
Jjowdeus—.Wo ’ll have her out, lads, if wc should cai ry off the Tower 
of Westburnflat staue by staue.” 

Eomsclili', tliough he doubted the possibUity of recognizing a 
fair maiden’s hand at such a distance from the eye of the lover, 
would say nothing to damp his friend’s animated hopes, and it was 
resolved to summon the garrison. 

Tlie shouts of the party, and the winding of one or two horns, at 
length brought to a loophole, W'hich flanked the entrance, the hag¬ 
gard face of an old woman. 

“ That’s tlie Reiver’s motlier,” said one of tlie Elliots; “ she’s ten 
times waur than liimscU, and is wyted for muckle of the ill he does 
about the countiy.” 

“ Wha are ye ? Wliat d’ ye want here ?" were the queries of the 
respectable progenitor. 
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“ We we seeking William Qrseme of Westkunifi.arv'’ said 
Eornscliff. 

* He’s no at hameretnrucd the old dame. 

" When did he leave home?” pursued EamseM. 

I canna tell/’ said the portress. 

“ When -yrill he return?’’ said Hobhie Elliot. 

“ 1 dinna ken naething about it,” replied the inexorable guardian 
of the keep. 

“ Is there any body within the tower with you ?” again demanded 
EarnscliflT. 

“ Nacbody but myseU and baudrons,” said the old woman. 

“ Then open the gate and admit ns” said Eanisclilf; “ I am » 
justice of peace, and m search of the evidence of a felony.” 

“ Deil be in their fingers that draws a bolt for ye,” retorted the 
portress; for mine shall never do it. 'ririnkna ye shame o’ jonr- 
sells, to come hero siceau a band o’ ye, wi’ your swords, and spools, 
and steel-caps, to frighten a lone widow woman ?’’ 

“Our information,” said Earnscliff, “is positive; no are seek¬ 
ing goods which have been forcibly carried oflF, to a great 
amount.” 

“ And a young woman, that’s been cruelly made prisoner, that's 
worth m-.iir than a’ the gear, twice told,” said llobbie. 

“ And I warn yon,” continued Earnscliff, “ that your only way to 
prove yoiu’ sou’s innocence is to give us quiet adiuittancc to search 
the house.” 

“ And what rvill ye do, if 1 carena to thraw the kejs, or ilrnw the 
bolts, or open the grate to sic a elamjamfrie ?’’ said tlie old diuiic 
scoffiugly. 

_ “ Force our way with the king’s keys, and break the neck of every 
Kving soul we find in the house, if ye dinna gie it ower forthwith !*’ 
menaced the incensed Hohlrie. 

“ Threatened folks live laug,” said the hag, in the same tone of 
irony; “there’s the iron grate—try your skeel ou’t, lails- it lias 
kept out ns gude men as you, or now.’’ 

So saying, she laughed, tuid withdrew from tlic aperture through 
winch she had held the parley. 

The besiegers now opened a serious consultation. The imuien.se 
thickness of the walls^ and the small siae of the windows, might, for 
a time, have even resisted cannon-shot. The entrance was secured, 
first, by a strong grated door, comi»osed entirely of hammered iron, 
of such ponderous strength as seemed calculated to resist any foree 
that could be brought r^aiust it. “ I’inches or forehammers will 
never pick upon’t,” said iJugh, the blacksmith of Einglcburu; “ yo 
might M weel batter at it wi’ pipe-staples.” 

Within the doorway, and at the distance of nine feet, which 
wa.s the solid tliiekness of the wal), there was a second door of 
oak, crossed, b(>tii breadtli and lengthways, with clenched lairs ■ 
of iron, and studded full of broad-headed nails. Besides aU these 
defences, they were by no means confident hi the truth of the old 
dame’s asscrtiou, that she alone composed the garrison. The more 
knowing of the party liad observed hoof-raarka in the track by wldch 
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(luiy api)roacJied the tower, which seemed to iiidicato that soTeral 
persons laid veiw lately passed in that direction. 

To all these difficulties was added their want of means for attack- 
ini’; the phme. There was no hope of procuring ladders long enough 
to reach the battlements, and the windows, besides being very nar¬ 
row, were secured witJi iron bars. Scaling was therefore out of the 
(picstioii; mining was still more so, for wajit of tools and'gunpowder; 
neitlier were the besiegers provided with food, means of shelter, or 
other conveniences, which might have enabled them to convert the 
siege into a blockade; and there would, at any rate, have been a 
risk of relief from some of the marauder’s comrades. Hobbte 
grinded and gnashed his teeth, as, walking round the fastness, he 
could doA ise no means of making a forcible entry. At length he 
suddenly exclaimed, “ And what for no do as our f.xther,s did laiig 
l yiic r Put hand f o the wark, lads. Jict us cut up bushes and 
briers, pile tlieni before the door and sot fire to them, and smoko 
that nnld devil's dam as if she were to he rcestcd fbr bacon.” 

All immediately closed with this proposal, and some went to work 
with swords and Kiiives to cut down the alder and hawthorn hushes 
which grew' liy the side of the sluggish stream, many of which were 
sufficiently decayed and dried for their purpose, while others began 
to collect them in a large stack, properly disposed for burning, as 
close to tile iron-grato as they could be piled. Fire was speedily oli- 
tained from one of their guns, and Ilobbie was already aavanciiig to 
the pile with a kindled brand, when the surlv face of tJie roblier, and 
the muzzle of a niusqiietoon, were partially .shewn at a. shot-hole 
which flanked the entrance. “ Mony tlrnnks to ye,"’ lie said, scoffmgly, 
“for collecting sae mucklo whiter cUdiiig for us; but if ye step a 
foot nearer it tvi’ that hint, it’.s be the dearest step ye ever made in 
your days.” 

“■\Ve'’ll sune sec that,” said Ilobbie, advancing fearle,ss]y with the 
torch. 

The marauder snapped his piece at him, wliieli, fortunately for our 
honest friend, did not go oil'; while Kamsclifl', firing at the same mo¬ 
ment at the naiTow aperture and slight mark afforded by the rob- 
bePs face, grazed the side of his head with a bullet. lie had apjia- 
rently calculated upon his imst afl'ording him more security^ for he 
110 sooner felt the wound, though a very slight one, than he recincsted 
a parley, and demanded to know what they meant by attacking in 
tins fasliion a peaceable and houe.st man, and shedding his blood in 
that lawless manner? 

“Wc want your prisoner,” said Earnscliff, “ to bo delivered up to 
us in safety." 

“ And what concern have you with her ?” replied tlic marauder. 

“ 'I'liat,” retorted EaruseUff, “ you, who are detaining her by force, 
have no riglit to uiquire.” 

“ Aweel, I tliink 1 can gie a guess,” said the robber. “ Weel, sirs, 
I am laith to enter into deadly feud with you by spillhig ony of your 
hluid, though Earnscliff hasna stopped to slied mine—and he can 
hit a mark to a groat’s breadth—so, to prevent mair skaith, I am 
willing to deliver up the prisoner, smcc nae less will please yon.” 
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“ And HobHe’a gear ? ” cried Simon of Hactbnrn. " D’ ye tliink 
you’re to be free to plunder the faulds and byres of a gentle Elliot, 
aa if they wei’C an auld wife’s hcn’s-cavey ? ” 

“ Ajs I' live by bread,” replied Willie of Wostbumflat —“ A s I live by 
bread, I have not a single cloot o’ them 1 They ’re a’ owor the march 
long syne; there’s no a horn o’ them about the tower. But I ’ll see 
what 6’ them can bo gotten back, and I’ll take this day twa days to 
meet Hobbie at the CSstleton wi’ twa friends on ilka sidcj and sec to 
mak an agreement about a’ the wrang he can wyte me wi’.” 

“ Ay, ay,” said Elliot, “ that will do weel enengh.” And then 
aside to his kinsman, “ Murrain on the gear 1 Lordsake, man! sny 

S ht about them. Let us but get puk Grace out o’ that auld hcl- 
i clutches.” 

“ Will ye gio me your word, Earnscliff,” said the marauder, who 
still lingered at tlie shot-hole, “ your faith aud trothj w’ith hand and 
glove, mat I am free to come and free to gae, with five minutes 
to open the grate, and five minutes to stcek it and to draw the 
bolts? loss wmna do, for they want creishiiig sairly. Will ye do 
tills ? ” 

“ You shall have full lime,” said EarnsclifF; “ I plight my faith and 
troth, my hand aud my glove.” 

“ Wait there a moment, then,” said Westburnflal; “ or bear ye, I 
wad rather ye wad fa’ back a pistol-shot from the door. It’s no that 
1 mistrust ^our word, Earnscliff; but it’s best to be sure.” 

O, frieiia, thought Hobbie to himself, as he drew back, an 1 had 
you but on Tiimer’s-holm,’- and nacbodv by but twa iionost laiLs to 
see fair play, I wad make yc wish ye had broken your leg ere ye liad 
touched beast or body that belonged to me! 

“ He has a white feather in his wing this s.ame Wcstlnimflat, after 
a’,” said Simon of Hackbuvn, somewhat scandalized by Ms ready sur¬ 
render—^“He ’ll ne’er till liis lather’s boots.” 

In tile mcaiiwliile, the inner door of the tower was opened, and the 
mother of the freebooter appeared in the space betwixt that and (ho 
outer grate. Willie himself was next seen, leading forth a female, 
and the old woman, carefully bolting the grate behind them, remained 
on the post as a sort of sentinel. 

“ Ony auc or twa o’ yc come forward,” said the outlaw, “ and lake 
her fi-ac my hand liaill and sound.” 

Hobble advanced eagerly, to meet his betrothed bride. Karnselitf 
foUowed more slowly', to guard against trcinchery. Suddenly Hobble 
slackened his pace in the deepest mortification, while that (if Eanis- 
cliff was hastened by impatient suiprisc. It was not Grace Arra- 
8tr()ng but Miss Isabella Vere, whose liberation bad been effeclod by 
their appearance before the tower. 

'. “ ''%Mli> ’ where is Grace Armstrong ? ” exclaimed Hobbie, 
'n^th^||Minity of wrath and indignation. 

hands,” answered Weslburnflat; “yc may search the 
•c misdoubt me.” 

a lovol itKjadowon tlio very margin ofthot(vo kingdoms, calloaTHmor’a-liolm, 
tfis brook called Crlssop Joins the LIddel It ls Bald to have derived Us name 
pa pla*w fi-cqiiently assigned dor tourneys, dnrlng the ancient /Asito tinie». 
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“ You Mse villain, you shall account for her, or die on the spot,” 
said Elliot, presentmg his gun. 

But his companions, who now came m instantly disarmed him of 
his weapon, exchiiming, all at once," Hand and glove! faith and 
troth! Hand a care, Hobbie; we maun keep our iaiBi wi’ Westbnrn- 
flatj were he the greatest rogue ever rode.’'^ 

Thus protected, the outlaw recovered his audacity, which had been 
somewhat daunted by the menacing gesture of Elliot. 

“ I have kept my word, sirs,” he said, “ and I look to have nae wrang 
nmang ye. If this is no the prisoner ye sought," he said, addressing 
Enmscliff, “ ye ’ll render her back to me agam. I am answerable for 
her to those that aught her.” 

“ For God’s sake, Mr Eamscliff, protect me! ”, said Miss Vere, 
clinging to her deliverer; “ do not you abandon one whom the whole 
world seems to have aboudoned.” 

“ Fear nothing,” whispered Eamscliff, “ I will protect you with my 
life.” Then turning to Westburnilat, “Villain!” he said, “how 
dared you insult this lady?” 

“For that matter, Karnsclift”’ answered the freebooter, “I can an¬ 
swer to them tlmt has better right to ask me than you have; but if 
yon come with an armed force, and take her awa’ from them that her 
friends lodged her wi’, how will you answer tliatf —But it’s your ain 
atthir—Nae single man can keep a tower against twenty—A’ the men 
o’ flic Meariis downa do mair than they dow.” 

“He lies most falsely,” said Isabella; “he carried m6 ofl'by vio¬ 
lence from my father.” 

“ Maybe he only wanted ye to think sae, hinny,” replied the robber; 
“ but it’s nae business o’ mine, let it be as it may.—Bo ye winna re¬ 
sign Iicr hack to mo ? ” 

“Back to yon, fellow! Surely no,” answered EamselilF; “I will 
protect Miss Vure, and cscoj-t her safely wherever she is pleased to 
be conveyed.” 

“ Ay, ay, maybe you and her hae settled that already,” said Willie 
of Westbnnifiat. 

“And Grace?” interrupted Ilobbie, shalcing himself loose from 
the friends who had been preaching to him the sanctity of the safe- 
conduct, upon the faith of which the freebooter had ventured from 
his tower,—“ Where’s Grace? "and he rushed ou the marauder, 
sword in hand. 

Wcstimrntlat, thus pressed, after calling out, “ Godsakc, Hobbie, 
hear me a gliff! ” fairly tunicd his back and fled. His mother stood 
ready to open and shut the grate; but Hobbie struck at the free- 
liooter as he entered with so much force, that the sword mtle a con¬ 
siderable cleft in the lintel of the vaulted door, which is still shewn 
.as a memorial of tlie superior strength of those who lived in the days 
of yore, hire Hobbie could repeat the' blow, the door was shut and 
secured, and he was compelled to retreat to his companions, who 
were now iiroparing to break up the siege of Westhiimflat. They in¬ 
sisted niioii Ills accompanying them in their return. 

“ Ye hac broken truce already,” said Old Dick of the Dingle; “on 
wo takiia tlio better care, yo ’ll play mnir gowk’s tricks, and make 
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yoursdlthc laughing-stock of the haSll countn;, besides having your 
Iribudi charged with daughter under trust. Bide till the moofiiiff al 
Caslleton, as ye hae greed; and if he disna make ye amends, then 
well hae it out o’ his heart’s blood. But lot us gang reasonably to 
work and keen our tryst, and I’se warrant we get back Grace, and 
the kye an’ a’.’ 

Tlus cold-blooded reasoning wont ill down with the unfortunate 
lover} but, as he could only obtain the nasistanco of his neighbour'¬ 
ll khirini n on tiieir own terms, ho Wits compelled to acquicsec in 
their notions of good faith and regular procedure. 

Eamscliff now requested the assistance of a few of the party to 
■convey Miss Yere to her father’s castle of Ellieslaw, to which she was 
peremptory in desiring to be conducted. This was readily granted: 
and five or six young men agreed to attend him as on escort llobbie 
was not of the number. Almost heart-broken by Uie meuts of the 
day, and his final disappointment, he returned moodily home to fake 
such measnros as ho could for the sustenance and protection of his 
faiull;|\ ivntl to arrange with liis neighbours the farther step^ which 
should be adopted for the recovery of Grace Armstrong. The rest 
of the party dispersed in diifereul directions, as soon as they had 
crossed the morass. The outlaw and his motlier watched tUemfVi)m 
the tower until they entirely disappeared. 


CHAPTER X. 

I loft in.v ladfo'E bower last niglit— 

It was cliitl in wreaths oC.^naw,— 

I'H seek It when the sun Is bright. 

And swoct the ruses blaw. 

Ohl JSaUaO. 

Incensed at what lie deoinedthc coldness of liis friends, in actaisc 
which interested him so nearly, llobbie had sliaken himself free ol' 
their company, and was now on his solitary road homeward. *■ Tim 
fiend founder thee!” s.aid ho, as he spurred iinjiatiently bis ovn-- 
fatigued and stumbling horse; “thou art like a’ the rest o' them. 
IJae 1 not bred thee, and fed tbco, and dre.ssed tlicc wi’ mine aia 
hand, iind wouldst tbon snapper now and bi'cak my neck at iiiy 
utmost need? But fluni’vt e't n like the lave—the fartl'iesl. olfo' tlicrn 
a’ is my cousin (on times removed, and day or night 1 wad hae sm'cd 
them wi' rny best blood; and now, I think they shew mair regard to 
the eoramon thief of Wcstbiirnflat than to their ain kinsman. But 1 
should sfto the lights now in Ileugh-fool—^Wae’s me!” ho conlimu'd, 
recollecting hiniselfi “ there win neither coal nor c.andlo-light sliiae 
in the llcugh-foot ony mair! An it werena for my mothei’ and 
sistei's, and poor Grace, I could find in my heart to set spurs to the 
beas^0»dloupower the scaur into tlio water to make an end o’t a’.”— 
In this disconsolate mood he tm-ned lus horse’s bridle tow'ards tlie 
.^cottage in which his family had found refitge. 

■T As he approached the door, he heard whispcn'ng and tittering 
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amongst Ins sisters. “ The deevil’s in the women/’ said poor Hobble; 
“ tliey would nickei'j and laugh, and giggle, if tneir best friend was 
lying a coi’p^ind yet I am glad they can keep up their heai ts sae 
weel, poor silly things; but Uie dirdum fa’s on me, to be sure, and no 
on them.” ' 

While he thus meditated, he was engaged in &stenlng im his 
horse in a shed; “ Thou maun do without horse-sheet and sur¬ 
cingle Jiow, Lad,” he said, addressing the animals “ you and me hae 
hod a downeomc alike; we had better Itae fa’en in the deepest pool 
o’ 'Tarras.” 

He was inteiTupted by the youngest of his sistersj who came rim- 
ning out, and, speaking in a constrained voice, as if to stifle some 
emotion, called out to him, “Wliat are ye doing there, Hohbie, 
fiddling about the naig, and there’s ane frae Cumberland been wait¬ 
ing here for you this hour and mair? Haste ye •in, man: I’ll take 
off the saddle.” 

“Ane frae Cumberland!” exclaimed Elliot; and putting the bridle 
of his horse into the hand of his sister, ho rushed into the cottage. 
“ Whore is he ? where is he ?” he exclaimed, glancing eagerly around, 
and seeing only females; “Did he bring news of Grace?” 

“ He doughtna bide an instant langor,” said the dder sister, still 
with a suppressed laugh. 

“ Ilout nc, bairns!” said the old hnly, with something of a good- 

humoured reproof, “ye shouldna vex yonr billy Hobbic that way_ 

liOok round, my baini, and see if there isna ane here mair than ye 
left this morning. 

Ilobbie looked eagerly round. “ There’s yon, and the three titties.” 

“ There’s four of us now, Ilobbie, lad,” said the youngest, who at 
this niomcut entered. 

In an instant Hobbic had in Lis anns Grace Armstrong, who, with 
one of his sisters’ ])liiids around her, had passed unnoticed at his first 
eutrsTicc. “ How dared you do this ?” said Ilobbie. 

“ 11 wsisna my fault,” said Grace, endeavouring to cover her face 
with licr liands'to hide at once hei’ blushes, and escape tlie stonu of 
lii'iirty kisses with -which her bridegroom punished her simple strata- 
;>;eni,~“Itwa^nn. my fault, Ilobbie; yo should kiss Jeaiiie and the 
rest o’ them, for tlicy hae the -wyte o’t.” 

“ And ! o 1 will,” said Ilobbie, and embraced and kissed his sisters 
.' 10(1 griuKlmothci' a hniidrod times, while the whole party half-laughed, 
Jiaif-cried. in the extreinily of their joy. “I am tlic luip 3 )iest man,’’ 
said Ilobbie, llirowhig; biinself down on a seat, almost exhausted,— 

1. am the happiest man in the world!” 

Then. O my dear baini,” said the good old dame, who lost no 
opporumitj of teaching her lessons of religion at those moments 
wln n the lieart -was best open to receive it ,—“ 'Then, O my son, give 
prui'C to Him tliat brings smiles out o’ tears and joy out o’ griet, as 
lie brought light out o’ darkness, and the world out o’ naething. 
■Was it lint my word, that if ye could say Ills will be done, ye might 
hae eaiisc to .say His name be praised?’^ 

“ It -was—it was your word, grannie; and I do praise Him for His 
mercy, and for leaving me a good parent when my am were gaue,” said 
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holiest Hobbie, takiug her band; “tliat puts mo in nnnd to think of 
Him, baith in happiness and distress.” 

There was a solemn pause of ope or two minutes employed in tlio 
exercise of mental devotion, which expressed, in puritj- and sincerity, 
the gratitude of the affectionate famUy to tliat Providence wlio 
had unexpectedly I’estored to their embraces the friend whom they 
had lost. 

llobbie’s first inquiries were concerning the adventures wliicli 
Grace had undergone. They were told at length, but amounted in 
substance to this:—That she was awaked by the noise which tlie 
ruffians made in breaking into the house, and by the resistance made 
by one or two of the servants, which was soon overpowered; tliat, 
dressing herself hastily, she ran down stairs, and having seen, in the 
scuffle, Westburnflat's vizard drop ofl’, imprudently naincd him by his 
name, and besought him for mercy; that the ruffian instantly stopped 
her mouth, dragged her from the house, and placed her on horse¬ 
back, beliind one of his associates. 

“Til break the accursed neck of him,” said Ilobbic, “if there 
werena another (Jriemc in the laud but himseil!" 

She proceeded to say, that she was carried southward along with 
the party, and the spoil which they drove beforo them, until tlicy Inul 
crossed the Border. Suddenly a person, knowm to her a.s a kinsman 
of Westburnflat, came riding very fast after the marauders, and told 
their leader, that his cousinhad learnt from a sure hand tluit no luck 
would come of it, unless the Loss w.as restored to her friends. Alter 
some discussion, the cliicf of the party seemed to aeqnieseo. Grace 
was placed behind her new guardian, who pursued in silence, iuul 
with great speed, the least-lrequented path to the Iletigh-foot, .and 
ere evening closed, set down the fatigued and terrified damsel within 
a quarter of a mile of the dwelling of her friends. Many and sincere 
were the congratulations wliich passed on all sides. 

_ As these emotions subsided, less pleasing cousideralions hcgiin fo 
intrude themselves. 

“ This is a miserable place for ye a’,” said Ilobhie, lonhing around 
him; “I can sleep wcel eneugli hmell outby beside the nuig. as 1 
haedone monya lang night on the hills; but how ye are to put. 
yoursells up, I caiiiia see! And what’s wanr, I canna mend it: and 
what’s waur than a’, the morn may come, and the day after tliat, 
Without your being a bit better off.’*^ 

“It was a cowardly cruel *hing,” said one of the si.sters, looking 
round, “to han^ a puir family to the bare wa’s this gale.” 

“And leave us neither stirk nor stot,” said tlie vonngest brother, 
wlio now entered, “nor sheep nor lamb, nor auglit that cats eTas.s 
and corn.” 

“If tliey had ony quarrel wi’ ns, said Harry, the second brother, 
were we na ready to have fought it out? And that we should liavii 
been a frae hame, too,—ane and a' upon the hill—odd, an we had 
lieon at hame. Will Grieme’s stamach shouldna hac wanted its morn- 
IHUlbut It’s biding him, is it na, Hobbie ?” 

■jPiir iieigliboiirs hac taen a day at the Castieton to gree wi’ him 
Wne sight o’ men,” said Hobbie, mournfully; “ they behoved to 
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Iiave it a’ tfaeir oiti gate, or tllcre was nae help to he got at their 
hands.” 

“ To grce wi’ him!” exdaimed both his brothers at once, “ after 
siccaii on act of stouthritc as hasna been heai'd o’ in the couutiy since 
the auld riding days!” 

“Yevy true, billies, and my blood was e’en boiling at it; but- 

the sight o’ Grace Armstrong has settled it brawlr.” 

“But the .stocking, Hobble?' said John Elliot; “we’re utterly 
ruined. Harry and I hac been to gather what was on the outby 
land, and there’s scarce a cloot left. I kenna how wo’re to cai-ry on 
— Wo maun a' gang to the wars, I think. Westburnflat liasna 
the moans, e’eu if he bad the urill, to make up our loss; there’s nae 
mends to bo got out o’ him, but what yo take out o’ his banes. He 
hasna a four-footed creature but the vicious blood thing he rides on, 
and that’s sair trashed wi’ his night wark. We are ruined stoop and 
roon.” 

Hobbie cast a mouniful glance on Grace Armstrong, who returned 
it with a downcast look and a gentle sigh. 

“ Hhniabe cast down, bairns,” snid the grandmother, “ wo hao gudo 
friends that winna forsake us jn adversity. 'J'licre’s Sir Thomas 
Kittleloof is my third cousin by the inotliei^s side, and lie has come 
by a hantlc siller, and been made a knight-baronet into the bargain, 
for being anc o’ the commissioners at the Union.” 

“ Ho wadna gie a bodle to save us frae famishing,” said Ilobbie: 
“ and, if he did, the bread that T bought wi’t would stick in my throat, 
when 1 tlinught it was part of tlio price of jiuiranld Scotland’s ci'oivn 
and indc|)eii(lencc.” 

“ Tliere’.s the Laird o’ Dunder, anc o'the auldest families in Tiviot- 
dalo.” • 

“He's in the tolbooth, mother—he’s in the Heart of Mid-Lou Jen 
fur a tliousand merk lie borrowed from Saunders Wyliccoat the 
writer.” 

“ Poor m.an!” exclaimed Mrs Elliot, “ can we no send him some- 
tliing, Hobbie?” 

“ y e forget, grannie, ye forget we w'ant lielp oiirsolls,” said Hobbie 
sonnnvhat pcei'ishly. 

“• 'j’rotli did I, liinny,” replied the good-natured lady, “ just at the 
instant; it’.s sae natural to think on ane’s blude relations before 
1 iicmsclLs_But there’s young Earnselilf.” 

“lie lias ower little o his ain; and siccan a name to keep up, it 
wad be a shame,” said Hobbie, “to burden him wi’ our distress. And 
I’il tell ye, grannie, it’s needless to sit rhyming ower tlie stylo of a' 
vonr kitii, kin, and allies, as if there was a charm in their braw names 
to do us good! the grandges hae forgotten us, and those of our ain 
degree liae just little eneugh to gangonvri'themsells; ne’er a friend 
hae we that can, or will, help ns to stock the farm again.” 

“ Then, Hobbie, we maun trust in Him that can raise up friends 
and fortune out o’ the bare moor, as they say.” 

Ilobbie sin-ung upon Ins feet. " Ye are right, grannie ! ” he ex 
claimed; “ ye arc right. I do kcu a friend on die bare moor, that 
baith can and will help us—Tlie turns o’ this day liao dung my 



tiesd clean hirdie-grirdie. I left raucklc ffowd lying ou MudWe- 
Htana-Moor this morning as Mrould pleuish the lionse ajid t>tock the 
Hengh-foot twice ower, and I am cei'tain sure Elshie wadnn grudge 
U9 the use of it.” 

“l^hic!" paid his graudmotlier iu astonWiment; “whatElshie 
do you mean?” .. 

“ Wiat Elshio should I mean, hut canny Elshic, the Wight <»’ 
Mn<4lcstane.” n-pliod Ilobbie. 

“ God forfendj luy bairn, you should giuig b> fetch water out o' 
broken cistejus, or aoek for relief fra« them that deni wi’ the Ih il 
One! 1'berc was never luck in their nor grace in their paflts. 
And the haill country kens fljat body Elsiafe’s an uiieo :pau. O, if 
there was the law, and the douce quiet administration of justioc, tliat 
wakes n. kingdom flourish in ri^teouauess, the like o’ them suldna 


1)0 suffered to Uvo! The wietrrd and the witch are the abomination 
and the evil thing in tlic land.” 

“ Troth, mother,” answered Hobbie, “ ye may say what yo like, 
but I am in tlie niind that witches and w^arlocks havena half the 
power they had lang syne; at least, sure am I, that ae ill-devisor, 
like nnlii Elb'eslaw. or ao ill-doei', Uko that d-ld villain Wostburn- 
flat, is a greater plague and abomfnation in d country-side than .a 
haill curnie o’ tlio worst witches that ever capered on a broom¬ 
stick, or played cantrips on Fastorn’s E’en. It wad liao been lung 
or Elshio had buimt dowir my house and bams, and I anr dotor- 
mined to trv if ho will do aught to build them up again. lie’s wee! 
kend a .ski'lfu’ man ower !v the country, as far as Brough umler 
Htanmoro.” 


“ Bide a w'ce, mv bairn; mind his benefite havena thriven wi’ a’ 
body. Jock Eowacn died o’ the verj- same disorder Elshie pre¬ 
tended to cure him of, about the fa’ o’ the leaf; and though ho 
helped Lamhside’s cow wcel out o’ the moor-ill, yet tiro lonj)ing-ill’s 
been sairer amang bis sheep than ony season before. And then 1 
have heard he use.s sic words abusing human nature, tliat’s like a 
fleeing in the face of Providence; and ye mind ye said yoursell, the 
first time ye ever saw Iiim, tliat he was mair like aboglc than a hMiig 
thing.” 

“ Ilout, motlior,” said Ilobbie, “ Elshie’s no tli.at bad a ehiehl s 
he's a grewsome spectacle for a crooked disciple, to he sure, mid 
a rough talker, but bis bark is w’aur than his bite; sac, if 1 li.nl 
anes pomolhiiig to cat, for 1 Iwyena had a morsel ower my ihroat 
this day. 1 wml slroek my,sell down for twa or three lioui'S n.s))h- 
the beast, and ho on and iiwa to Mneklestanc wi’ tlu* first skreieh o' 
morning.” 


“ And wliatfor no the night, Hobhie,” said Harry, and 1 will) i.le 
wi’ you r ” • • 

“ My uaig is tired,” said Hohbig. 

“ Yon may take niine, then,” said John. 

“ But 1 am a wee thing wearied mysdl.” 

“ You wearied? ” said itari-.s ; “ shame on yo! 1 have kenned ye 
k^p the Siiddle fouv-and-twenty hours thcgitlier and ne'er sic a word 
Jh weaa’ines.s in your waine.” 



:air 

“The night’s very 4a*^” said Hobbit rising and Iwliiag 
thrbngh ibe casementthe cottage; “and, to speak tamlh, anl 
shame the deil, though Eishiie % a fcal honest failow, yet some- 
gate I woidd rather take delight wi’ me 'when I gang to Tieit 
him.”, 

This fhmk ayowal jpnt a stop to further argunient; and Ifobbie, 
haring thus compromised nmttm^ between the rashness of his bro¬ 
ther’s counsel, and the tiand cautions which he reeeired from his 
gi andmotlier, refireshed himself with such food as the cottage afford¬ 
ed; and, after a cmdial selutation all round, retired to the shed, and 
stretched liimaclf beside his tnisty palfrey. His brothers shared 
between them some trusses of dean straw, disposed in the stall 
usually occupied by old Annaple’s cow; and the females arranged 
themselves for repose as ivoU as the accomniodations of the cottage 
would permit. 

With the first dawn of momiug, Hobbie arose; and, hariug 
rubbed down and saddled his horse, he set fortli to Mucklestane- 
Moor. He avoided the company of either of hfe brothers, from an 
idea that the Dwarf was most propitious to tliose who visited Mm 
alone. 

“ The creature,” said he to Mmself, as he went along, “ is no 
neighbourly; ac body at a time is fully mair than he weel can. 
ftbide. I wonder if he’s looked out o’ the crib o’ him to gather 
up the bag o’ siller. If he hasna done that, it will hae been 
a brnw ■H'ludta’ for somebody, and I’ll bo finely flung. Come, 
Tiirras,” said lie to his horse, striking him at the same time with 
his spur, “ make mair fit, man; wc maun he first on the field if we 
can.’’ 

lie was now on the hcatli, which began to be illuminated by the 
beams of the rising sun; the gentle declivity which he was descend¬ 
ing presented him a distinct, though disb»nt view of the Dwarf’s 
dwelling. The door opened, and llobbio witnessed 'with his own 
oyoh that phenomenon which he had frequently heard meiilioued. 
Two human figures (if that of the Dwarf coiud be termed such) 
issued from the solitary abode of tlio Recluse, and stood as if in 
converse togcUier in the open air. The taller fom then stooped, as 
if taking something up which lay beside the door of the hut, then 
both moved forward a little way, and again halted, as in deep con¬ 
ference. All liohbic’s superstitious terrors revived on witnessing 
tlii:'. ;']>eeta»-le. That tl e Dwarf would open lus dwelling to a mortal 
guest, was as imjmdiiillo as that aiiy one would choose voluntarily 
to ])c his nocturnal visit r; and, under full conviction timt he beheid 
a ■wizard holding intercourse with hia familiar spirit, Hobbie Tuilled 
in a,t once his lireath and his bridle, resolved not to incur the in- 
diguation of cither by a luvaty intrusion on their conference. They. 
v. ei\a probably aware of his apiiroach, fi>r he had not halted for a 
jiKiineiit before the Dwarf returned to Ms cotfaige; and tlic taller 
figure who had accompanied him, glided round tlie endos'ure of 
the garden, and seemed to diwapiicar from the eyes of the admiring 
llohlne. 

*■ >Sa.w ever mortal tlie like o’ that!” said Elliot; “but ni'v case is 
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desperate, sae, if lie were Beelzebub liimscU, I'ae veiiluve down the 
'brae on him." 


Yet, notwithstanding Ids assumed courage, ho slackened his pace, 
when, nearly upon the very spot where ho had last seen the tail 
figure, he discenied, ns ii' lurking a,mong the long heather, a small 
bkek rough-looking object, like a terrier dog. 

“ lie has nno dog that over I heard of,” said Ilobbic, “ but 
moiiy a dod about his lijvnd—Lord forgie me for saying sic a 
wora I—It keeps its grund, be what it like—I’m jndg’ing it’s a 
badger; but whae kens what shapes thae bogles will take to 
fright a bo<ly ? it will maybe start up like a lion or a crocodile 
when I come nearer. I’se e’en drive a stane at it, for if it change 
its riiape when 1 'in ower near^ Tairas will never stand if; ami it 
will ho ower muckle to hae him and the doil to fight wi’ huitli at 


He therefore cautiously threw a stone at the object, which con¬ 
tinued motionless. “It's nao living thing, after a',” said llohbic, 
approaching, “ but the very h.ag o’ siller ho Hung out o’ tlio win¬ 
dow yesterday! and that otlicr queer lang creature has just bronglit 
it sae muckle farther on the way to me." He then advanced and 
lifted the heavy fur pouch, which was quite full of gold. “ Mercy on' 
us! ” said Hohbic, whoso heart flvittered between glee at the revival 
of his hopes and prospects in life, and suspicion of the pur))03e for 
which this assistance was afforded liim—“ Mercy on us! it’s an 
aivfu’ thing to touch what has been sae lately in the claws of some¬ 
thing no eiintiy. I camia shake inyscll loose o’ the bclii-f fliat there 
has been sonic jookery-p.'uikery or Satan’s in a’ tin’s; hut 1 am de¬ 
termined to conduct myselllike an honest man and a good Cln istinii, 
come o’t what will.” 


He. advanced accordingly to the cottage door, and liaving knocked 
repeatedly without receiving any answer, he at Icngtli elevated liis 
voice and addressed the inmate of the hut. “ lulshie 1 J 'atlior Llshie! 


I ken ye ’re within doors, and wanking, for 1 8.aw ye at the door- 
cheek as I cam ower the bent; will ye come out and sjicak just a 
glifl' to ane that has mony thanks to gie yc?—^It was a’ true yc toll’d 
me about Wcstbumflat: but he’s sent hack Grace safe, and sknith- 
less, sac there’s nae iH happened yet hut wluit may be suffered or 
sustained. Wad ye but come out a gliff, m.an, or hut say yc ’re li.s- 
tening? Aweel, since ye wirina aii-swcr, I’sc e’en proceed wi’ iny 
tale. Yc SCO I liae been thinking it wad be a sair tliiiig on tira 
yonngfolk, like Grace and mo, to put aff our marriage for mony 
years till 1 was abroad and came back again wi’ some gear; and they 
say folk maunna take booty hi the wars ns they did lang syne, and 
the queen’s pay is a sina^matter; there’s nae gathering gear on 
that—and then my grandame’s uuld—aud my sisters wad sit peeugin’ 
at the ingle-side tor want o’ me to ding them about—and Eanisdiff, 
or tlic neighbourhood, or maybe your ain sell, Elshie, might want 
some goodtnni that Iloh Elliot could do ye—and it’s a pity tliat the 
auld house o’ the Hough-foot should bo wrecked a’thegithor. Sao 

1 was thinking-hut deil liac me, that I should say sae,” con- 

jiiiued ho, checking himself, “ if I can bring raysell to ask a favour 
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of ane that miina sae muckle as ware a word ou rae, to Icll me if kc 
hears me speakings till him.” 

“ Say what thou wilt—do what thou wilt,” answered the Dwarf 
from lus cabin. “ but beg’one, and leave me at peace.” 

“ Weel, w'eel,” replied Elliot, “ since ye are willing to hear me,rse 
make my tale short. Since ye are sae idnd as to say ye are content 
to lend me as muckle siller as W'ill stock and pleuish the Ileugli-foot, 

I am content, ou my part, to accept the courtesy wi' mony kind 
tliaiiks; and trotli, 1 think it will be as safe iu my hands as yours, if 
ye leave it iiun" about in that gate for the first loon body to lift, for- 
nye the risk o’ bad neighbours that can win through steekit doors and ■ 
lockfast places, as 1 can tell to my cost. I say, since ye Ime sae 
muckle consideration for me, Tse be blithe to accept your kindness; 
and my mother and me (she’s a lifercnter, and 1 am liar, o’ tlie lands 
o’ ‘Wideopen) would grant you a wadset, or an heritable bond, for the 
siller, and to pay the annual-rent half-yearly; and Saimders Wyliecoat 
to draw the bond, and you to be at nac charge wi’ the writings.” 

“ Cut short thy jargon, and begone,” said the Dwaid'; “ thy loqua¬ 
cious bull-headed honesty makes thee a more intolerable plague than 
tlie light-fingered courtier who would take h man’s all without 
troubling him with either thanks, explanation, or apology. Hence, I 
saj', thoii art one of those tame slaves whose word is as good as their 
bond. Keep the money, principal and interest, until I demand it of 
thee.” 

“ But,” continued the pertinacious Borderer. “ wc are .a’ Ilfo-likc 
and death-like, Elsliie^ and tlioro really should be some black and 
white ou this transaction. Sac just make me a iniiiute, or missive, in 
ony form yo like, and I'so write it fair owor, and subscribe it before 
famous witnesses. Only, Elshio, 1 wad wuss ye to pit naetbing in’t 
that may be prejudicial to my salvalion; for I’ll line the miuLster to 
rc.ad it inver, and it wad only be exposing yoursell to nac purpose. 
And now I’m ganging awa’, for ye'll be wciuded o’ my cracks, and 1' 
am wciiried ivi’ cracking without an answer—and I’sc bring ye a hit 
o’ brido's-eakc aue o’ tliae days, and maybe bring Grace to .see you. 
Ye wad like to see Grace, man, for as dour ye are—Eh, Lord! I 
wish lie may be weel, tb.at was a sair grane! or, maybe, be thoiiglit I 
was .siiealdng of licaveidy grace, and no of Grace Armstrong. Poor 
man, I am very doiibtfu’ o’ Ids condition; but I am sure he is as kind 
to mo as if I were Ids son, and a (pieer-lookiugfather 1 wad hae had, 
if that had been e’en sae." 

llobbie new relieved his benefactor of IiLs presence, and rode 
blithely home to display Ids treasure, and consult upon the means of 
repairing the damage which Ids fortune had sustained tlirough the 
aggression of the Bed Bciver of Westburniiat. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

Tlire&iiifflaBS seized mo ycslcr mom, 

Alas I <1 mMden most forlorn; 

They choked my cries with wicked might, 

Aud hound me on a palfl-ey white 
As sure as Ueaven shall pity me, 

I cannot tell what men they bo. 

ChrittttbelU. 

The oourse of our story must here rerert a little, to detail the cir¬ 
cumstances which had placed Miss Vere in the tinpleasant situation 
from which she was tinexpectedly, and indeed unintentionally libe¬ 
rated, by the itppearanec of Earnscliff and Elliot, with their friends 
and followers, before the Tower of Westburnflat, 

On the morning preceding the night in which Hobbic’s bouse was 
plundered and burnt. Miss Vere was requested by her father to ac- 
conqimiy 1dm in a walk through a distant part of the romantic grounds 
which lay rmmd his castle or EUieslaw. “ To hear v/as to obey,” in 
the true style of Oriental despotism; but Isabella trembled in silence 
while she lollowed her father thi'ough rough paths, now wiiuling by 
the side of the river, now ascending the clitis which .serve for its 
banks. A single servant, selected perhaps for his stupidity, was the 
onlv person who attended them. From her father’s silence, Isabella 
little doubted that he had chosen this distant and sequestered scene 
to resume the alignment which they had so froqnentK niaiutaincd 
upon the subject of Sir Frederick’s addresses, and that he was medi¬ 
tating in what manner he should most eft'cctually iuqiress upon bor 
the necessity of receiving him as her suitor. But her fear.-, seemed 
for some time to be unlbuude.l. I'lie only sentences which lici' ratbei’ 
from time to time addressed to her, respccied the beauties of the 
romantic landscape through which they strolled, and wliicli varied its 
features at every step. To the-e observations, although they .seenv.-d 
to come from a.lieavt oeci:])i(;d by more gloomy as well as more im¬ 
portant cares, Isabella eiuteiivoui cd fo answer i)i a manner as free 
and unconstrained as it was possible for licr to assume, amid the 
iiivoluiitivry apprehensions which crowded upon her imagmation. 

Sustaining vfith mutual difficulty a desultory coiiversarion, they r,. 
length gained the centre of a small wood, compo.sed of large oaks, 
intermingled with birches, niouutain-aslic.s,]ia;'.el, holly, and a rariely 
of underwood. The boughs of the tall trees met clo.sely above, and 
the underwood filled up each interval between their trunks below. 
The spot on which they stood was rather more open; stUl, however, 
embowered under the natural arcade of tall trees, and darkened on 
the sides for a space aromvd by a great aud lively growth of copse- 
wood aud bushes. 

“ And here, Isabella,” said Mj' Vere, as lie pursued the conversa¬ 
tion, so often resumed, so often di-opued, “ here I would erect an alt ar 
to Friendship.” 

" To Friendship, sir! ” said Miss Vere; “ and why on this gloomy 
and sequestered spot, rather than elsewhere?” 
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“ O, the propriety of tiie hook easily vindicatetl,” rg>licd her 
fivther, with a sneer. “ You know. Miss Vero, (for you, I oin weft 
aware, are a learned young' lady,) you know, that the Bomaus were 
not satisfied with embodying', for the purpose Of worship, each useful 
quality and moral virtue to which they could give a name; but they, 
moreover, worshipped the. same under each variety of titles and attn- 
butes winch could give a distinct shade, or individual character, to 
the virtue in question. Now, for example, the Friendship to whom 
a temple should be here dedicated, is not Masculine Friendship, wliieh 
abhors and despises duplicity, art, and disguise; but Female Friend- 
shij), which consists in little else than a mutual disposition on the part 
of the friends, as they call themselves, to abet each other in obscure 
fraud and petty intrigue.” 

“ You arc severe, sii'," said Miss Vere. 

“ Only just,” said her father; “ a huinble copier I am from nature, 
wLtli the advantage of contemplating two such excellent studies a-; 
Luev llderton and yourself. ” 

“ If I have been unfortunate enough to ofiend, sir, I can conscien- 
tiouidy excuse Miss llderton from being cither my counsellor or con¬ 
fidant.” 

“ Indeed! how came you, then,” said Mr Vere, “ by the flippancy 
of .s))ec'cl), and i>ertness of argument, by which you have disgusted Sir 
IVcderick, and given me of late such deep oflence?” 

If rny maimer lias been .so unfortunate as to displease you, su', it 
i.i impossible for me to apologiKC too deeply, or too sincerely; but I 
eannot confess tlie same contrition for liavmg answered 8ir Frederick 
llipjnntly when he pressed me rmUiy. Since he forgot 1 was a lady, 
it wa.“ time to shew him that I am at least a woman." 

■lleserve, then, your pertness for tliose who press you on the 
(epic. Isabella,” said her father coldly; “for my ])ar(, I am weary of 
the subject, and will never speak upon it again.” 

“ Go’ll bless you, my dear father,* said Isabella, .seizing Ids reluc- 
t uilhainl; “ there Is uothhig you can impose on me, save liie task 
nf ii tening to this man's persecution, that I will call, or think, a 
h.ivd.hip.” 

“ Von are very obliging, Miss Vere, when it happens to suit you to 
!) • dutifnl,” said'her unrelenting father, forcing himself at (ho same 
lime from the affectionate grasj[i of her hand; “but henceforward, 
eliikl, I .shall save myself tlic trouble of ofl'ering you unpleasant 
advice on any topic. You must look to yom'sclf.” 

A.t this moment four ruffians rushed upon them. Mr Vere and 
his servant drew their hangers, whicli it was the fashion of the time 
to weal', and attempted to defend themselves and protect Isabella, 
but vvliiio each of them was engaged by an antagonist, she was 
forced into the tldcket by tlic two renndning villains, wbo placed her 
and Ihemselves on horses which stood rei\dy beldnd the copse-wood, 
’i’lioy inonntod at tlic same time, and, placing her between them, set 
off at a round gallop, liolding the reins of her horse on each side. 
By many an obscure and winding path, over dale and down, thyongh 
moss and moor, she was conveyed to the tower of Westburnflat, 
ivhcro she remained strictly watched, but not othenvise ill-treated, 
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tinder the guardianship of the old woman, to whose son that retreat 
belonged. No entreaties could prevail upon the hag^to give Miss 
Vere any information on the object of her being carried forcibly oif, 
and connned in this secluded jilacc. The arrive of Earnseliff, with 
a strong party of horsemen, before the tower, alarmed the robber. 
As he had alreaily directed Grace Armstrong to be restored to her 
friends, it did not occur to liim that this unwelcome visit was on her 
account; and seeing at the head of tlie party, Earnscliir, whose 
attachment to Miss vere was whispered in the country, lie doubted 
not that her liberation was the sole object of the attack upon his 
fastness. The dread of personal consequences compelled him to 
deliver up his prisoner in the manner we have already related. 

At the moment the tramp of horses was heard which carried off 
the daughter of Ellieslaw, her father fell to the earth, and his ser¬ 
vant, a stout young fellow, who was gaining ground on the rufliau 
with whom lie had been engaged, left the comb.at to come to liis 
master’s assistance, little doubting that he had received a mortal 
wound. Both the villains immediately desisted from liirthor combat, 
and, retreating into the thicket, mounted their horses, and went off 
at full speed after their companions. Meantime, Dixon had the 
satisfaction to find Mr Vere not only alive, but unwouiidcd. 11c had 
overreached himself, and stumbled, it seemed, over the root of a tree, 
in making too eager a blow at his antagonist. The despair he felt 
at liis daughtcris disappearance, w'as, in Dixon’s iihrase, such as 
would hare melted the heart of a whin staiie, and he was so inueli 
exhausted by his feelings, and the vain researches which he made to 
discover the'track of tlie ravishers, that a considerable time elapsed 
ere he reached homo, and communicated the alarm to liis domestics. 

All his conduct and gestures were those of a desjierate iiiiin. 

“Speak not to me, Sir Frederick,” he said impatiently, “you are 
no_father—she was niy child, an ungrateful one, I fear, but still my 
child—iiiy only child. Where is Miss lldertoii? she must know 
Bomcthiiig of this. It corresponds with what 1 was informed of liev 
schemes. Go, Dixon, call Eatclifl'e here—^Lct him come without a 
minute’s delay.” 

The person he had named at tins moment entered the roiun. 

“I say, Dixon,” continued Mr Vere, in an altered tone, “let Mr 
Ratcliffe know, ! beg the favour of his company on jiarticiilar busi¬ 
ness_^Ah! my dear sir,” he proceeded, as if noticing him for the 

fwft time, “you are the very in.vu whose advice can bo of Uie utmost 
fewice to me in this cruel extremity.” 

“What has happened, Mr Vere, to discompose you?” said Mr 
Bateliffe, gi avely; and while the Laird of Ellieslaw'details to him, 
with the most animated gestures of gi-icf and indigimtic.u, tlie sin¬ 
gular adventure of the morning, wo diall take the oppovluiiity to 
inform our readers of the relative circumstances in whicli these 
gentlemen stood to each other. 

eai ly ymith, Mr Vere of Ellieslaw had been remarkable for a 
“eue|. Qf (Bssiiiation, which, in advanced life, he had exchanged for 
“Jno less destructive career of dark and turbulent ambition. In 
* cases he had gratified the predominant passion without respect 
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to the diminution of his private fortune, although, •where such 
iuducenienis were •wanting, he was deemed dose, avaricious, and 
grasping. Ilis affairs being mudi embarrassed by his earlier extra- ' 
vagance, he wont to England, where he was understood to have 
formed a very advantageous matrimonial connection. He was many 
years .absent from his family estate. Suddenly and unexpectedly he 
returned a widower, bringing with liim his daughter, then a girl of 
about ten years old. From this moment his expense seemed un¬ 
bounded, in the eyes of the simple inhabitants of his native moun¬ 
tains. It was supposed he must necessarily have plunged himself 
deeply in debt. Yet he continued to live in the same lavish expense, 
until some months before the commencement of our naiTative, when 
the public opinion of his embarrassed circumstances was confirmed, 
by the residence of Mr llatdiffe at Ellicslaw Castle, who, by tbo 
tacit consent, though obviously to the great displeasure, of the lord 
of the mansion, seemed, from the moment of his arrival, to assume 
and c.xcrcisc a predominant and unaccountable influence in the 
inanagemeut of his private affairs. 

bir llatdiffe was a grave, steady, reserved man, in an advanced 
period of life. To those with whom he had occasion to speak upon 
business, he apiicared imcommonly well versed in all its forms. 
With others he held little communication; but in any casual inter¬ 
course or conversation, displayed the powers of mi active and weU- 
infonned mind. For some time before taking up lus final residence 
at the castle, he had been au occasional visiter there, and was at such 
times treated by Mr Vere (contraiy to his general practice towards 
those who were inferior to him in i^ank) with marked attentions and 
even deference. Yet his arrival always appeared to be an embar¬ 
rassment to bis liost, and liis departure a relief; so that, when bo 
became a constant inmate of the family, it was impossible not to 
observe indications of the displeasure with which Mr Vere regarded 
bis pre.sence. Indeed, their intercourse formed a singular mixture of 
confidence and constraint. MrVere’s most important affairs were 
regulated by Mr llatdiffe; aud although ho was none of tlioso iu- 
(lulgeiit men of fortune, who, too indolent to manage their own 
biisiiies.s, are glad to devolve it upon another, yet, in many instances, 
he was observed to give up his own judgment, and submit to the 
contrary opinions which Mr llatelill'e did not hesitate distinctly to 
cxiiress. 

Nothing,seemed to vex Mr Vere more than when strangers imli- 
ciited any observation of the state of tuteli^e under which he aji- 
peai-ed to labour. When it was noticed by Sir Fiederick, or any pf 
bis intinintes, lie sometimes repelled their remarks haughtily and 
indignantly, and sometimes endeavoured to evade them, by saying, 
witli a forced laugh, “ That Ratcliffe knew his own importance, but 
flint he was the irio.st honest and skilful fellow in the world; and that 
it would be impossible for him to manage his English affairs -without 
bis advice and assistance.” Such was the person who entered the 
room at the moment Mi- Vere was summoning him to his presence, 
and who now heard with surprise, mingled witli obvious iucrcdulity,; 
the hasty uarralive of what had befallen Isabella. 
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Her father eent^nded, addressiag Shr Irederiok and the other 
afentlemffli, who tBbood around in astonisluncnt, ^‘And now, niy 
ftiends, yon seo the most unl^py father in fScotland. Ijend me 
yonr assistance, gentlemen-^ye me your adrioe, Mr Eateliffe. I 
am incapable of acting, or thmking, under the unexpected violence 
<rf snch a blow.” . 

“ Let U.S take our horses, call our attendants, and scour the country 
in pursuit of the villains,” said Sir Bkederict. 

“Is there no one whom you can suspect," said Eateliffe, gravelv, 
“of having some motive for this stran^ erime? These arc not the 
days of romance, ndien ladies are eairied oft' merely for (Inji’ 
beauty.” 

“ l'fear,” said Mr Verc, “lean wwwcU account for ihi'i .sinni 
incident. Ecad this lettCT, which Miss Lucy Bdcrtoii tlioiigla iit 
to address from my house of Mieslaw to young Mr Larn-flitt', 
whom, of all men, I have a hereditary right to call my enemy. Yon 
see she writes to him as the confidant of a passion which' Ik; lists 
the assurance to entertain for my daughter; tells him she serve- 
1h.s cause with her friend very ardently, but tliat he lias a iViend 
in the garrison who serves him yet more effectually. Look par¬ 
ticularly at the pencilled passages,'Mr Eatcliflb, where this ineddiiu”; 
g^rl recommoads bold measures, witli an assurance tliat his mti 
would be successful any where beyond the bounds of the h:\vony of 
Ellieslaw.” 

“ And you argue, from this romantic letter of a veiy ronimifii- 
young lady, Mr Vere,” said Eateliffe, “ that yoiuig Em-nseiitl' inis enr- 
"ried ofl'your daughter, and committed a very great and criniiiiid lu'l 
of violence, on no better advice and assumiice than that of 'di.-s 
Lucy lldeiteni?” 

“ What else can I tliink ?” said Ellieslaw. 

“ What else canyon think?” said Kir Frcdericlc; ‘‘ or who chi' 
could have any motive for committing such a crime ?” 

<•' ’WTere that the best mode of fixing tlie guilt," said Air llutelifi'e. 
calmly, “there might easily be pointed out iiersoiis to whom snth 
actions are more eoiigcuial, and wlio laiic also .sufficient motivo.s ol' 
instigation. Supposing it W'ere judged advisable! to remove Mi.-s 
Vere to some place in which constraint miglit be exercised upon her 
incUuntions to a degree which cannot at jiresenf be attempted under 
tlie roof of Ellieslaw Oa.stle—What .-ays >Sir Ifrederiek Langley t'> 
that supposition ?” 

“ I say,” retmued Sir Frederick, “ (hat although Air Vere may 
choose, to endure in Air .Eateliffe freedmn.s totally ineonsistenf yitli 
his situation in life, 1 will not permit such license of innuendo, by 
word or look, to bo extended to me, wiih impunity.” 

“ And I say,” said young Mareschid ot Alaresclial-Wells, who 
was also a gue.st at tne castle, “ that you are all stark-mad to 
be standing wrangling hero, instead of going in pursuit of tlu; 
ruffians.” 

have ordered off the domestics already in the truck mo.-d. likely 
*'overtake them,” said Mr Vere; “ if you'wfll favour me with yonr 
•eomiiany, we will follow them, and assist in the seai’cli.” 
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Hie efforts of tlie party were totally misucGessfol, probably be¬ 
cause EUiedaw directed the pursiut to proceed' in the dircctioa 
of Eamscliff-Tower, under the supposition that the owner would 
prove to be the author of the violenccj so that they followed a 
direction diametrically opposite to that in which the ruffians had 
iictuaUy proceeded. ‘In flio evening they returned^ harassed and 
out of spirits. But other guests had, in the meanwhile, arrived at 
the castle; and, after the rec«it loss sustained by the owner had 
been related, wondered at, «id lamented, the recollection of it 
was, for the present, drowned in the discussion of deep political 
intrigues, of which the crisis mid explosion were momentarily looked 
for. 

_ Several of the gentlemen who took part in this divan were Catlio- 
h'es, and all of them stanch Jacobites, whose hopes were at present 
at tlie highest pitch, as an invasion, in favom- of the Pretender, 
was daily expected from B’rance, which Scotland, between the 
defenceless state of its garrisons and fortified places, and the gene¬ 
ral disaffection of the inhabitants, was rather prepared to weteoine 
than to resist. Eatcliffe, who neither sought to assist at their con¬ 
sultations on this sulgect, nor was invited to do so, had, in the mean¬ 
while, retired to Ids own apartment. Mias Uderton was sequestered, 
from society in a sort of honourable confinement, “ said Mr 

Vere, “ she should be safely conveyed home to her father's house,” 
an opportunity for which occurred on the following day. 

The domestics conid not help thinking it remarkable how soon the 
loss of Miss V ere, and the strange manner in which it had happened, 
seemed to be fOTgotten by the other gueste at the castle. They 
knew not, that those the most interested in her fate were well ao- 
quaiiitcd svith the cause of her being carried ofl> and tlie place of 
her retreat: and that the others, in the anxious and doubtful mo¬ 
ments which preceded the breaking forth of a conspiracy, were little 
nccessiblc to any feelings but what oroae immediately out of their 
own machinations. 


clLVPTEE XII. 

.''t'tii*- I'uvr way, flume anollier—Do you kuow 
W iiei*c we may apprehend her? 

Tun researches after Miss Vere were (for the sake of appear¬ 
ances, perbap.s) resumed on Uie succeeding day, with similar bad 
success, and tlie party were returning towards Ellieslaw in the 
evening. 

“ It is singular,” said Mnreschal to Eatcliffe, “ that four horsemen 
and a female prisoner should have passed through the country witli- 
oul leaving the slightest trace of their passage. One would think 
tliey liad traversed the air, or sunk through the ground.” 

“ Men may often,” nnswered Ratclifi'e, “ arrive at the knowledge 
of that whicn is, from discovering that which is not. We have now 
scoured every road, path, and track leading from the casfje, in all 
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Ihe various noints of the eotnpass, saving only that iiitiicatc aiul thf- 
fienlt pass vvhich ieails southward down the Westbuni, aud through 
the morasses.” 

“ And why have we not exainmcd that?” said Marestiud. 

O, Mr Vere can best answer that question,” replied his eompa- 
, jiioH dryly. 

“ Then I will ask it instantly,” said Marcsclml; and, adth-esslng 
Mr Vere, “ I am informed, sir,” said he, “ there is a paili wo ha\c 
not examined, leading by westbiirnliat.” 

“ O,” said Sir Frederick, laugliing-, “ we know the owner of 
Westbunjflat well — a wild Iml, that knows little dilfercnee be¬ 
tween his nciglibour’s gooils and his own; but, withal, very honest 
to his priuciidcs: lie would disturb nothing belonging to Kiliu.s- 
law.” 

“ Besides,” said Mr Vere, smiling mysteriously, “ lie lia<l other 
tow on his distaff last night. IlaVc you not hoard young lilliot of 
the Hengli-foot lias had his liouse burnt, and Jus cattle driven away, 
because he refused to give up his arms to some honest men tliat 
think of startuig for the Icing.” 

The company smiled upon each other, as at hearing of an c.vploit 
which favourett their own views. 

“Yet, nevertheless,” re.simied Mareschal, “1 lliink tve ought to 
ride in this direction adso, otherwise we shall cci’tainly be hlaiucd for 
our negligence.” 

No reasonable objection could be offered to this propos.al, and llie 
party timied tlieir horses’ heads towards Westburiiliat. 

They had not proceeded very far in that direction when (he trmni)- 
ling of horses was heard, and a small body of riders ivcrc pci ceivod 
advancing to meet them. 

“There comes Earuscliff,” said Marcsclial; “I know Ins bright 
bay with the star in liis fi’ont.” 

“ And tliere is my daughter along with him,” exclaimed Vere, 
furiously. “ Who shall call my suspicious false or injurious now.' 
Gentlemen—friends—lend me the assistance of your swords for the 
recovery of my child." 

lle.uh.shcathcdlils weapon, and tvas imitated by Sir Frederick and 
several of tlie party, who prepared to charge those that were advan¬ 
cing towards them. But the greater pjurt hesitated. 

“ They come to us in all peace and security,” said Marcschal- 
Wells 5 let us first hear wliat account they give ns of this myslcrious 
affair. If Miss Vere has sustained tlie slightest insult or injury 
from Earnsclitf, I will be the first to revenge her; but lot us near 
what they say." 

“You do me wrong by your .suspicions, Maresclial,” conlinued 
Vere; “ you ai’c the last I would have expected to hear express 
them." 

“ You injure yourself, EUieslaw, by your violence, though Iho 
cause may excuse it.” 

Ho then advanced a little before tlic rest, and called out, with a 
loud voice,—Ktaiid, Mr Earuscliff; or do you and Miss Vere ad¬ 
vance alone to meet us. You are cliarged with having carried that 
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1h( 1\‘ ofT from licr fallicr’s house; and we are here in arms (o slied 
<nir hsst blood for her rccovei'y, and for bringing to justice those 
who hare injured her.” 

“ And w'ho would do that more willingly than I, Mr Mitreschalr**, 
said Earnsclifl', haughtily,—“ than 1, who had the satisfaction this 
inorniii" to liberate her from the dungeon in which I found her 
confined, and who am now escorting her back to the castle of 
Ellicslaw ?” 

“ Is this so. Miss Vere ?” said Mareschal. 

“ It is,” answered Isabella, eagerly,—“ it is so; for Heaven’s sake 
shenthe your swords. I will swear by all that is sacred, that 1 was 
carried off by ruffians, whose persons and object were idike unknown 
to me, and am now restored to freedom by means of this gentleman’s 
gallant interference.” 

“By whom, and wherefore, could this have been done?” pur- 
.sued 'Maresebal.—“Had you Jio knowledge of the place to which 
3 on were convoyed?—^Kamscliff, where did y'ou find tins lady?” 

But ere either question could be answered, EUieslaw advanced, 
and, returning bis sword to the scabbard, cut short the conference. 

“ When 1 know,” lie said, “ exactly how much I owe to Mr Bams- 
oliff, he may rely on suitable acknowledgments j meantime,” taking 
the bridle of Miss Vere's horse, “ tlnis far I thank him for replacing 
my daughter iu the imwer of her natural guardian.” 

A snlTi'U bend of the head was returned by EamsclifT with equal 
ImuglitiiK'ss; and EUieslaw, turning back with liis daughter upon tlie 
road to bi.s own bouse, appeared engaged with her in a conference 
so earne.st, that the rest of the company judged it improper to in¬ 
trude by appro.aching them too nearlv. In the meantime, Eamscliff, 
as be took leave of the other gentlemen belonging to Ellieslaw's 
party, said aloud, “ Altliough I am,unconscious of any circumstance 
ill m'y couduct that can authorize such a suspicion, I cannot but ob¬ 
serve, that Mr Vere seems to believe that I have had some hand in 
Ibe atrocious violence which has been offered to liis daughter. I re- 
(luest you, gentlemen, to take ncrticc of my explicit denial of a ciiarge 
so disfionourablc; and tliat, although I can pardon the bewildering 
feelings of a fatlier in such a moment, yet, if any otlier gentleman’’ 
(he looked hard at Sir Frederick Langley) “ thinks my word and that 
f>t’ Miss Vere, with the evidence of my friends who accompany me, 
too slight for my exculpation, I will be nappy—most happy—to repel 
the charge, as becomes a man who counts his honour dearer than his 
life.” 


“ And I’ll be his second,” said Simon of Hackburn, “and takfe 
np oiiy twa o’ ye, gentle or seinple, laird or loon; it’s a’ ane to 
Siinoif.” 

“ Who is that rough-looking fellow ? ” s.aid Sir Froderiek Langley, 
“ and wliat lias lie to do with the quarrels of gentlemen ?” 

“ I ’se be a lad froe the Hie Te’iol,” siiid Simon, “ and I 'se 
qniirri‘1 wi’ ony body I like, except the king, or the laird I live 
under.” 

“ (ifime,” said Maroselial, “ let ns have no br.awls.—Mr EamsclifT, 
altlunigh we do not think alike hi some things, I tntd we may be 
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opponents, eten enemies, if fortune will have it so, without losing 
our respert for lurth, fair-play, .and eaeh other. I believe you as 
innocent of this matter as I am myself; and I will pled^ mvself 
that my cousin Elliesla\Vj as soon as the perplexity attendnig these 
sudden events has left his judgment to its free exercise, shall hand¬ 
somely acknowledge the very imiiortant service you have this day 
rendered him." 

“ To have served yoiu cousin is a sufficient reward in itself.— 
Good evening, gentlemen,” continned Eamscliff, “ I see most of your 
partv are already on their way to Ellieslaw.” 

Then saluting Maresclial witli courtesy, aud the mt of tlie party 
with indifference, Eamscliff turned his horse and rode towards the 
Heugh-foot, to concert measures with Hobbie Elliot for farther re¬ 
searches after his bride, of whose restoration to her friends he W'as 
still ignorant. 

“ There he goes,” said hfareschal; “ he is a fine, gallant young 
fellow, upon my soul; and yet I should like wed to have a thrust 
with him on the green tnrf. I was reckoned at college nearly his 
equal with the foils, and I sliould like to try him at sharps.” 

“ In my opinion,” answered Sir Frederick Langley, “ we liavo 
done very ill in having suffered Mm, and those men who are with 
liim, to go off without taking away their arms: for the whigs are 
very likely to draw to a head under such a sprightly young fellow as 
tliat.” 

“ For shame, Sir Frederick! ” exclaimed Marcschal; “ do you 
think that Plllicslaw could, in honour, consent to any violence being 
offered to Eamscliff, when he entered his bounds only to bring back 
Ms daughter ? or, if he were to he of your opinion, do you think that 
Ij and the rest of these gentlemen, would disgrace ourselves by as¬ 
sisting in such a transaction ? No, no, fkir may and auld Bcoflaud 
for ever! When the sword is draw'n, I will he as ready to use it as 
any man: but while it is in the sheath, let us behave like gentlemen 
and neighboui's.” 

Soon after this colloquy they reached the castle, when Ellieslaw, who 
had arrived a few minutes before, met them in the court-yard. 

“ How is Miss Vere ? and have you teamed the cause of her being 
carried off?" asked Marosohnl hazily. 

“ She is retired to her apartment greatly fatigued; and I cannot 
expect much IMht upon her adventure till her spirits are somewliat 
recruited,” replied her father. “ She and 1 were not the less obliged 
to yon, Mareschal, and to my other friends, for their kind inquines. 
But I must simpress the father’s feelings for a while to give myself 
up to those of the patriot. You know this is the day fixed for our 
final decision-time presses—our friends are arriving, and 1 have 
opened house, not only for the gentry, but for the under spur-leathers 
whom w must necessarily emplmr. We have, therefore, little time 
to to “oet them—^Look over these lists, Marchie (an ali- 

by which MareschahWells was known among his friends ) 
Frederick, read these letters from Lothian and the west 
—ripe for the sickle, and we have but to summon out the 
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!•;! ir.y lionvt" fsAid Mamelml; ‘‘the more mischief the 
bettor Rjwi'i.” 

Sir Frcdeticb tfinbod g'rnvo and discoucorted. 

'■ 'vVnlk aside wiili mo, my g-ood friend,” said EUicslaw to the 
Kojulwe banmet; ‘‘ 1 li.ivc soinethiujffor your private ear, with which 
i know you will be grratilicd.” 

TJiey walked into tlio bouse,leaving Rateliffe audMareschal stand¬ 
ing together in the court. 

“ Aiid so,” said Ratdifie, “ the gentlemen of jour political per¬ 
suasion think the downfall of this government so certainj that they 
disdain even to thrown decent disguise over the machinations of 
their party ? ” 

“ Faith,'Mr Raicliffe,” answered Mareschal, “ the actions and sen¬ 
timents of your friends may require to be veiled, but I am better 
jdeased that ours can go Im'efaced.” 

“ And is it possible,” continued Rateliffe, “ that you, who, not¬ 
withstanding yoiu' thoughtlessness aud heat of temper (I beg pardon, 
Mr Mareschal, 1 am a plain man)—that you, who, notwithstanding 
these eomstitutional defects, possess natural good sense and acquired 
inforiiintioii, should be infatuated enough to embroil yourself in such 
desperate proceedings ? How does your head feel wiicu you arc en¬ 
gaged in these dangerous conferences ? ” 

“ Not quite so secure on my sliouldei s,” answered Mareschal, “ as 
if 1 were talkuig of hunting and hawking. I am not of so indif¬ 
ferent a mould as ray cousin Ellieslaw, who speaks trea.son as if it 
were a child’s mirsciy rhymes, and loses and recovers that sweet girl, 
his daughter, with a g'ood deal Jess emotion on both occasions, than 
would have affected mo had 1 lost and recovered a gicyhound 
puppy. My temper is not quite so inflexible, nor my hate against 
gov'cmmeut so inveterate, as to blind me to the full danger of the 
attempt.” 

“ Then why involve yom-self in it ? ” said Ratdiffe; 

“ Why, I love tlii.s poor exiled king ivith all my heart; and my fa¬ 
ther was an oldKillieeraiikie-man, and I long to see some amends on 
the Unionist courtiers, that have bought aud sold old Scotland, w'hoae 
cromi has been so long independent.'’ 

“ Aud for (he sake of these shadows,” said his monitor, “ you are 
going to involve your country iu war, and yourself in trouble ? ” 

“ 7 involve ? No!—^l>ut, trouble for trouble, I liad rather it came 
to-morrow tliiui a month hence. Come, I know it will; and, as your 
country folks say, better soon than syne—it will never find me 
vounger—and as for hanging, as Sir John Falstaff says, I can 
become a gallows as well as another. You know the end of the old 
bidlad— 

" Sao Oauutonly, sue wantonlyi 
Sao rtmUngly gaod he, 
lie play'd a spring, and danced a round, 

Bencuth the gallows tree I"’ 

“ Mr Mareschal, I am sony for yom” said his grave adviser. 

“ I am obliged to you, Mr Rateliffe j but I would not have 
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jadffo of mir enterprise bv my way of riiitlicaling’ it; llicrc are wiset 
heads than mine at the work.” 

“ Wiser heads than yoiu's may lie as low,” said Jlaleliire, in a warn¬ 
ing tone. 

“ Pcrliapa so; but no lighter heart sliall; and, to prevent it being 
made heavier by your remonstrances, 1 will bid you adieu, Mr Kat- 
elilTe, till dinner-time, when you shall see that my apprehensions have 
not siwiled my .appetite.” 


CHAPTER Xni. 

To face tlio giimicnt of rebellion 

With sonic flue colour, that may please the C5'e 

Of fickle chanRclins[s, anil poor illscontcnts, 

Wlilch gape and nib the elbow at the ue«s 
Of liurlyburly bmovution. 

IHm'!) the Fourth, Port Jl. 

There had beeft great preparations made at Ellieslaw Castle tor 
the entertainment ou this important day, wlicu not only the gentle¬ 
men of note in the neiglibourliood, attached to the Jacobite interest, 
were expected to rendezvous, but also many snbordimite maleoiitenls, 
whom dillieulty of circumstances, love of euango, resentment against 
England, or any of the numerous causes whicli indiimod men’s pas¬ 
sions at the. time, rendered apt to join in pei'iloiis enterprise. Tlio 
men of rank and substance were not many in number; for iilmost iill 
the large proprietors stood aloof, and most of the snniller gentry and 
yeomanry were of the I’resbytcrianperBuasion, and therefore, however 
displeased with the Union, unwilling to engage iji a Jacobite con¬ 
spiracy. But there were some gentlemen of projierly, wlio, cither 
from early principle, from religious motives, or sharing the ambitious 
views of Ellieslaw, had given counteiianec to his scheme; and lliero 
were, also, some fiery young men, like Marescluil, desirous of signal¬ 
izing themselves by engaging in a dangerous enterprise, by whieli 
they hoped to vinuic.ate the independence of their country. 'I'he 
other members of tlie party were persons of inferior rank and desiio- 
rate fortunes, who were now ready to rbo in tliatpart of the countr)', 
as they did afterwards in the year 1713, under Forster and Derwent- 
■water, when a troop, commanded by a Border gentleman, named 
Douglas, consisted almost entirely of freebooters, among whom the 
notorious Liick-in-a-bag, as he was called, held a distinguished 
command. Wc think it necessary to mention these particulars, ap¬ 
plicable solely to the province in which our scene lies; because, un¬ 
questionably, the Jacobite party, in the other parts of the kingdom, 
consisted of much more formidable, a.s well as much more respect¬ 
able, materials. 

One long table extended itself down the ample hall of F.llic.slaw 
Castle, which was still left much in the stale in which it had been one 
hundred years before, stretching, that is, in gloomy length, along the 
whole side of the castle, vaulted with ribbed arcbes of freestone, the 
groins of which sprung from projecting figures, that, carved into ail 
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the Eild forms which tlie fantastic ima^jination of a Gothic nrcliitect 
could devise, grinned, frowned, and ^aslied their tusks, at tlie as- 
fciiibly below. Long narrow windows lighted the baneucting room 
on both sides, tilled up with stained ghvss, tlirough which the suu 
emitted a dusky and discoloured light. A banner, which tradition 
avcired to Iiave been taken from the English at the battle of Sark, 
waved over the chair in which Ellieslaw presided, as if to inflame the 
courage of the guests, by reminding them of ancient wetories over 
their neighbours. Ilelumsclfi a portly figure, dressed on this oc¬ 
casion witli uncommon care, and witii features, wJiich, though of a 
stern and sinister expression, might well be tenned handsome,looked 
the old feudal baron extremely well. Sir Fi-ederick Langley was 
idaced on his right hand, and hlr Mareschal of Mareschal-Wells on 
his left. Some gentlemen of consideration, with their sons, brothers, 
iiiid iio)dicws, were seated at the upper end of the table, and among 
tliese Air fiatclitic had his glace. iJeneath the salt-cellar (a massive 
l)ieec of plate which occupied the miilst of the table) sate the sine 
vontine Im-ba, men whose vanity was gratified by holding even this 
sulxirdiiiiite space at the socitd board, wTiilc tlie distinction observed 
in ranking them was a sailo to the pride of their superiors. That 
the lower house was not very select must be admitted, since Wilh'e of 
Westburnllat was one of the party. The unabashed audacity of this 
I'ellow, in daring to gresent himself in the house of a gentleman, to 
wlioni lie had just ollered so flagrant an insult, can only be accounted 
for by supposing him conscious that his share in carrying oil’ Miss 
Vere” was a secret, safe in her possession and that of her father. 

lli'fore this numerous and miscellaneous parly was placed a dinner, 
consisting, not indeed of the delicacies of the season, as the newspapers 
express it, but of viands, ainjile, solid, and sumptuous, under wtii^ 
the very board groaned, lint the mirth was not in proportion to the 
good cheer. The lower end of the table were, for some time, chilled 
by constraint and respect, on finding themselves members of. so 
august an assembly; and those who were placed arouniTit had those 
i'eelings of awe with which P. 1‘., clerk ot the parish, describes him¬ 
self op])rcssed, when he first iiplifited the psiUni in presence of those 
persons of high worship, tlie wise Mr Justice Freeman, the good 
Lady Jones, and the great Sir Thomas Triiby. 'J'liLs ceremonious 
I'rost, however, soon gave way before tlie incentives to merriment, 
whicli were liberally supplied, and as liberally consumed by the guests 
of the lower description. They became talkative, loud, and even cla¬ 
morous in their niirtli. 

J5nt it was not in the power of wine or brandy to elevate the spirits 
of those who held the higher places at the banquet. They expe¬ 
rienced the cliillingYevulsion or spirits which often takes place, when 
men arc called upon to lake a desperate resolution, after having 
placed themselves in circumstances where it is alike difficult to ad¬ 
vance or to recede. The precipice looked deeper and more danger¬ 
ous as tliey approached the brink, and each waited ivith an inward 
emotion ot‘ awe, expecting which of his confederates would set the 
example by plunging him.self down. This inward sensation of fear 
and reluctance acted diilerentlj’, according to the various habits and 
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ohametm of ike compauy. Ooe looked srave; anol her looked silly; 
aihnr^g'aEe^ with apprehoBsion on the empty seats at tlio limiter 
end of the table, dofljjrncd for memboi’s of the conspiracy whose 
]>rudence had prevailed over Uicir political ssealt tmd who had absented 
themselves fi'om their consultatious at this mUeai period; aud some 
seemed to be reckoning: up in thmr minds the comparative rank end 
prospects of those who were present aud idtsent. Sir JVedcriek 
lion^ley was resen etl, nioodyjttud discontented. EDicslaw Uiutsoli 
made such forced cirorts to rsuso the spirits of the company, us plainly 
marked the flagging of his own. Baidife watched the scene with 
the composure of a vigilant but uninterested spectator. Mareselial 
alone, true to the iliouehtless vivacity of his character, eat and drank, 
laughed and jested, ana seemed oven to find amusement in the eio - 
tesrassment of the company. 

* What has damped our noble couraffo this morning ?” iic ex¬ 
claimed. “ We seem to be met at a fnnertu, where the chim mourners 
must not ppciik above their breath, wliile the mutes aud the saulies 
(looking to the lower end of the table) are carousing below. Ellies- 
law, when will you it/#?* where sleeps your spirit, man? and wliat 
has quelled the liigh hope of the Knight of Laugley-dule ?” 

“ You speak like a madman,” said Ellieslaw; “ do you not see how 
many are absent ? ” 

“ And what of that ? ” said Mareschal. “ Did you not Itnow before, 
that onc-lialf of the world me better tidkers than doer.s? for ni.\ 
mart, lam much encouraged by .seeing at least two-thirds of nar 
friends true to the rendezvous, thoiigli 1 sn.s]>ect one-half of theM- 
came to secure the dinner in case of the worst.” 

“Thereis no new.s from the coast which can ainomil. (o ecrtiMidy 
of the King’s arrival,” said another of llie compiiii.v, in (liat (one of 
subdued ana tremulous whisper which implies a failure of r('.soju(i(m. 

“ Not a line from the Earl of B-, nor a single gentleman from 

the southern side of the Border,” said a third. 

“ Who is he that wishes for more men from iiugli’.iKi r” o.ceLd.o.si 
7tlarcschal, in a theatrical tone of affected licroism. 

* My cou8]ii lilluiftlrtw? my i<Ur coushi, 

If w’i) arc doouK-d to dlo ” 

“For God’s sake,” said Ellieslaw, “ spare us j'our follv at preseni. 
Mareselial.” ^ - i 

“ Well, then,” said his kinsman, “ I’ll bestow my wisdom ujum yon 
instead, such as it is. If we liave gone forward like fools, do not lot 
us go back like cowards. We have done enough to draw uiiou ns 
both the suspicion and vengeance of the govcnuncut; do not let ns 
give up before we have done something to deserve it. What, will no 
one speak ? Then I’ll leap the ditch tlic first.” Aud, stm ting up, 
he filled a beer-glass to the brim with claret, aud waving his hand, 
commanded ad to follow his example, said to rise up from their scats. 
All obeyed—the more qualified guests as if passively, the others witli 
cuikusiasm. “ Then, my frieu^te, I give you the pledge of the day,— 


„ 'Tofpti meaning to lift tlic coflln, (a tne common oxyirossioa for cominoncing afunorat 


tm Bi/Mik bwaef. ‘-JJii?; 

Tlie independence of SeotMd, and the fae^h of our lawful soi<erei^, 
ICiug James the KigbMi, Bow janded in tmtibaan, atid, as 1 trust mm; 
believe, in full possession Of his an^nt capStjdJ” 

Ho quaffed <m the wine, and tbi^w the glass ovmr his head< 

“ It should imver," he stud, “be profaaied by a meaner tcmst.” 

All followed his examl^j and, amid the crash of glasses and the 
shouts of the company, pledged tbemselres to stand or fall with the 
principles and bolitfem interest which their toast ejroressed. 

“You have leaped the ditch with a tritness,” saidHlliesiaw, apmt 
to Mareschal; “ but I believe it is all for the best; at all events, we 
cannot now' retreat from our undertaking. One man alone,” (look¬ 
ing at Eatcliffe) “ h.a8 refused the pledge; bat of that by and by.” 

Then, rising, up, he addressed the company in a style of inflamma¬ 
tory invective against the ^vernment and its measures, birt espe¬ 
cially the Union; a treaty, by moans of which, he affirmed, Scotland 
had Wen at once cheated of'her iiidepandence, her commerce, and 
her honour, and laid as a fettered slave at the foot of the rival, against 
whom, through such a length of ages, through so many dangers, and 
by so much blood, she. hM lionoui-ably defended her rights. This 
was touching a theme which found a responsive chord in the bosom 
of every mail present. 

“ Our commerce is destroyed,” hollowed old John llewcastle, a 
Jedburgh smuggler, from the low er cud of the table. 

“ Oui- agriemture is ruined,” said the liaird of Broken-girth-flovy, a 
(eiTitory, which, since the day.) of Adam, had home nothing but Ung 
iiml whortle-borries. 

“ Our religion is cut up, root and branch ” said the pimple-nosed 
]>asft)r of the Episcopal ineeting-houso at ltirkwhi.stle. 

•‘We shall shortly neither d-sve shoot a doer nor kiss a wench,- 
without a certificate from the presbytery and kirk-treasurer,” said 
Mavesclial-Wells. 

“ Or make a brandy Jeroboam in a fro.sty moreing, without license 
fcimi 11 conimi.ssioner of excise,” .said the smuggler. 

“ Or ride over the. fell in a moonless night,” said Westhunffiat, 
“ without asking leave of young Eaniscliff, or some Englified justice 
of the pciice: tbae were glide days on the Border when there was 
neither jieaee nor justice heard of.^’ 

“ Let us reuierabcT our wrongs at Darien and Glencoe,” continued 
Ellicslaw, “ and take arms for tnc protection of our rights, our for¬ 
tunes, our lives, and our families.” 

“ Think upon genuine episcopal ordination, without which there 
can be no lawful clergy,” said the divine. 

Think of the piracies committed on our East-Indian trade- by 
Green and the English thieves,” said William Willieson, half-oivnor, 
iind solo skipper of a brig that made four voyages annually between 
Cockpool and’Whitehaven. 

“ Kcmember your liberties,” rejofeiod Mareschal, ^tWio seemed to 
take a mischievous delight in precipitating the movements of the 
enthusiasm which he had excited, like a roguish boy, who, having 
lifted the sluice of a tni£-dam, eiyoys the clatter of the wheels which 
he lias put in motion, without thinking of the mischief he may have 
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occ.asionc(l. “ Rfimombor your lil)ertics,” lie cxcliitmcd: “coufonntl 
COBS, press, and prc.sbyl.ery, and the memory of obi Willie that first 
broujfiit tiiem upon ns*! ” 

“ Damn the tfauger! ” echoed old John Tvewcastlo; “ I’ll cleave him 
vvi’ niy aiu hand.” 

“ And confound the coitntry-lcccpcr and the constable! ” re-echoed 
Wc.stburnflat; “I’ll vveize a brace of halls through tlicin before 
morning.” 

“ Wo arc agreed, Oien,” said Elliesl.aw, when the shouts had some¬ 
what subsided, “ to bear this state of things no longer! ” 

“ We are agreed to a man,” answered nis guests. 

“Not literally so,” said Mr Ratclififc; “ for though I cannot hope 
to .assuage the violent symptoms wliieh seem so suddenly to have 
seized upon the company, yet I beg to observe, that so far .as the 
opinion of a single member goes, I do not entirely coincide iivtbe 
list of grievances which has been announced, and that I do utterly 
protest against the fr.aiitic measures winch you seem disposed to 
ivdopt for removing’ them. 1 c.an easily suppose much of what has 
been spoken may have arisen out of the heat of the moment, or have 
been said perhaps in jest. But there are some jests of a nature very 
apt to transpire; and you ought to remember, gentlemen,that stone- 
wall.s have ear.s.” 

“ Stone-walls may luivc cars,” returned Ellieslaw, eyeing him with 
a look of trininphaut m.alignity, “ but domestic .spies, Mr Batclilfi-, 
will soon find themselves without any, if any such dares to eonliuue 
his abode in a family where lii.s coming was an unauthorized intrusion, 
whore Ins conduct has been that of a presumptuous meddler, and 
from which his exit shall be tluit of a balHcd knave, if he docs not 
know howto take a hint.” 

“ Mr Vere,” returned Ratcliffc, with calm contempt, “ I am fully 
aware, that as soon as my prc.scuco becomes useless to you, winch it 
must through the rash step you arc about to adopt, it will imme¬ 
diately become unsafe to myself, as it lias always been liatoful to yon. 
But 1 have one protection, and it is a strong one; for you would’ not 
willingly hear me detail before gentlemen, and men of honour, the 
siugular circumstances in which our connection took its rise. As lo 
the rest, I rejoice at its conclusion; and ns 1 think that Mr Ma.resehal 
and some other gentlemen will guarantee the s-afety of my e.-irs and 
of my thro.at (for which last I liave more reason to lie apprehensive) 
during the com-se of the night, I shall not leave your castle till to- 
inori’bw moi’niim.” 

“Beit so, sir,” replied Mr Vere; “you arc entirely safe from iny 
resentment, because you are beneath it, and not because I am afraiil 
of your disclosing any foraily secrets, although, for your own sake, I 
warn you to beware now you do so. Yonr agency* and intermedia¬ 
tion can be of little consequenee tf) one w'ho will win or lo.se all, as 
lawful right or myust usurpation shall succeed in the struggle that is 
about to ensue. Farewell, sir.” 

Ilatclilfe arose, and cast upon him a look, which Vere seemed to 
liustaiu with difficulty, and, bowing to those around him, left the 
'“room. 
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This conversation made au impression on many of the company, 
which Ellieslaw hiisteiiod to dispel, by entering upon the business of 
the day. Their Jia.sty deliberations went to organize an iimuediate 
insurrection. Kilie.slaw, Miiresclial, and Sir Frederick Langley, \v( ro 
chosen leaders, with powers to direct their farther measures. A place 
of rendezvous was appointed, at which all agreed to meet early oii 
the cn.suiug da}', with such followers aud friends to the cause as each 
could collect ai'ound him. Several of the guests retired to make llie 
necessary preparations; and Ellieslaw made a formal apolog-y to the 
others, who, with Westburnllat and the old smuggler, contimiod to 
ply the bottle stanclily, for leaving the head of the table, as lie must 
necessarily hold a separate and sober conference with the coailjutors 
whom they had associated with him in the command. The apology 
was tlio more readily accepted, as he prayed them, at the same time, 
to continue to amuse themselves with such refreshments us the cel¬ 
lars of the castle afforded. Shouts of applause followed their re¬ 
treat ; and the names of Vere, Langley, and, above all, of Marcsclial, 
were thundered forth in chorus, and bathed with copious bumpers 
repeatedly, during the remainder of the evening. 

When tlic principal conspirators had retired into a separate ajiarl- 
moiif, they gazed on each other for a minute with a sort of cinbar- 
rassnieut, which, in Sir LYedcrick’s dark features, amounted to an e.\- 
jircssiou of discontented .sullcnness. Marcsclial was tlic first to break 
tin- pause, saying, with a loud hurst of laughter,—“ W ell! Avc are 
fairly embarked now, gentlemen —voffue la aalerc!” 

*• We may tliaiik you for the plunge," said El]ic.s]aw. 

■ “Yes; hut 1 don't know how far vou tvill thank me,” iinaAVcred 
M al•e.^ehal,•‘wheIl I slicw 3 'ou this letter, which I received just before 
Ave sat doAvn. My scrvaiit told me it Avas delivered by a man he Imil 
never .seen before, who went off at the gallop, after charging him to 
put it into my own hand.” 

Ellieslaw iinpatieiitly opened the letter, and read aloud— 

Edinburgh, -. 

IIOND. Siu, 

Having obligations to your family, AA'hicli sliall be nameless, and 
learning that you are ouc of tlic company of adventurers doing Imsi- 
nc.ss for tlic house of James and Company, late niercliaiits in London, 
now in Dunkirk, 1 think it right to send you this early and private 
information, that the vessels you e.vpected have been driven off' the 
coast, Avithout having been able to break bulk, or to land any part 
of their cargo; aud that the Avcst-country partners have resolved to 
Avitlidraw their names from the lirm, ns it must prove a losing con¬ 
cern. Having good hope you Avill avail yourself of this early infor¬ 
mation, to do what is iicetlful for your OAvn security, 1 rest your humble 
Bi'i-vaiit, Nimi, NAJUiLiiss. 

J'or J{alph MAnnsniAL, of Ufarnschul 

—trith C(trv utid fpevd, 

Hir Frederick’s jaAV dropped, and Itis countenance hlackoued, as 
the letter Avas read', and Ellieslaw exclaimed,—“ Why, this affects tlie 
very mainspring of our enterprise. If the Frenefi licet, with the 
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Kiug on board, has been chased off by the English, as this d—d 
scrawl seems to intimate, where are we 'P ’. 

“ Just where wo were this monung, I think,” said Mareschal, still 
laughing. 

“ Pardon me, and a truce to your ill-timed mirth, Mr Mareschal; 
this morning we wei-e not committed publicly, as we now stand com¬ 
mitted by your own mad act, when you had a letter in your pocket 
apprizing you that our undertaking was despemte.” 

•• Ay, ay, 1 expected you would say so. But, in the first place, my 
friend Nihil Nameless and his letter may be all a flam; and, more- 
oyer, 1 would have you know that I am tired of a party that does no- 
tliing but form bold resolutions over night, and sleep them away with 
their wine before morning. The government are now unprovided 
of men and ammunition; hi a few weeks they will have enough of 
both: the country is now in a flame agauist them; in a few weeks, 
betwixt tlie eflccts of self-interest, of fear, and of lukewarm inditfer- 
euce, which are already so visible, this first fervour will be as cold as 
Ohristmas. So, as I was determined to go the vole, 1 have taken 
care you shall dip as deep as I; it signifies nothing plimging. You 
are fairly in the bog, and must struggle through.” 

“ You are inistakeu with respect to one of us, Mr Mareschsil,” 
said Sir Frederick Langley; and, applying himself to the bell, he de- 
sii'cd the person who entered to order his servants and horses in¬ 
stantly. 

“ l?ou must not leave ns, Sir Frederick,” said Ellicslaw; “ wcImio 


our musters to go over. ’ 

I will go to-night, Mr Vere,” said Frederick, “ and write yoifr 
my intentions in this matter when I ad^t home." 

Ay,” said Maresclial, “ and send them by a troop of horse from 
Carlisle to m.akc us prisoners? Look ye. Sir Frederick, 1 for on 
will neither be deserted nor betrayed; and if you leave Ellieslaw 


misinterpret our friend’s intentions? I am sure Sir Frederick can 
only he jcstmg with us; for, were he not too honourable to dream of 
deserting the cause, ho cannot but remember the full proofs wo have 

e his accession to it, and his eager activity in advancing it. Ho can- 
t but be conscious, besides, that the firat information will be readily 
.f^eivod by govenimeut, and that if the ouestion be, which can first 
wSil intelligencc of the affair, wo can easily save afew hours on him.” 


rid^'intclligencc of the affair, wo can easily save afew hours on him.” 
“ "You should say you, and not we, when you talk of priorities in 
such a race of tr^hery; for my part, I wmn’t enter niy liorse for 
Such a jdate,” said Mareschal; and added betwixt Ids teeth, “A 
pretty pair of fellows to tnist a man’s neck v. itli! ” 

" I am not to be intimidated from doing what 1 think proper,” said 
Sir Frederick L.angley; “ .and niy first step .shall be to leave Ellies- 
-law. I have no reason to kocp faith with one” (looking at Vere) 
“ who has koj(t none witli me.” 

" hi what respect,” said EUio.iIaw, silencing, with a motion of his 
hand, his impetuous kinsman—" how have I dis.appointed you, Sir 
Frederick?” 
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“ In the nearest and most tender jmmt—you hare trifled with me 
conccraiiiff our proposed alliance, winch you well knew was the gage 
of our political undertaking. This carrying off and this hiinging 
))iick of Miss Vere^—the cold reception 1 have met with from her, 
and the excuse.s with which you cover it, I believe to be mere evasions, 
that you may yourself retain possession of the estates which are hjer's 
by right, ana make me, in the meanwhile, a tool in your desperate 
enterprise, by bolding out hopes and expectations which you are rc- 
.'olvod never'to realme.” 

iSir Fi'cdcrick, I protest, by aU that is sacred-” 

“ 1 wDl listen to no protestations-; 1 have been cheated with them 
f(>!i long,” ansAverod Sir Frederick. 

” if you leave us,*' said Ellieslaw, " you caniKjt but kno'.v l:;>t’i your 
) I'.iii iind ours is certain; all depends on our adhering together.” 

•• Leave me to take care of my.sclf,” roturnod the knight; “‘but 
«cro wliat you say true, 1 would r.ather jicrish tliau be fooled any 
i'artber.” 

“(Ian iiotli'iig—no suroty coimnee you of uy sincerity ?” said 
F.llicslaw, anxiously; tliis morning I should have repelled your un¬ 
just ^alSi)ieio^lS as an insult; but situated as we now are- 

“Yon feel yourself compelled to be sincere r ” letortud Sir Fre¬ 
derick. “ If you would have me think so, there is but one way to 
eoaviiieo rne of it—let your daughter bestoAV her Land on mo thi/i 
< vouiiig.” 

So roon ?—-impossible! ” answered Vero; “think of her late alarm 
—of our present undertaking.” 

* “ 1 Avill li,st(ni to notliiug but to her consent, plighted at the altar. 
Von have a chapel in the castle—Doctor llobhler' is present among 
1 lie company—this proof of your good faith to-night, and we arc again 
joined in heart andkand. If you refuse me wncu it is so much for 
your advantage to consent, how shall I trust you to-moiToiv, when I 
shall stand committed in your undertaking, and unable to retract?” 

“ And am I to understand, that, if you can be made my son-in-laiv 
lo-iiight, our Iriendsliip is rencAved ?” s.aid EllicshiAv. 

“ Jlost iiifalliblv, and inoi.t iuAiolably,” rcidied 8ir Frederick. 

“ 'riieii,” said Vere, “ though what ybuyisk is premature, indelicate, 
and unjust towards my cliaracter, yet, Sir Frederick, give me yoAU' 
hand -iny diiiigliter shall be your Avife.” 

Tills higbt ?” 

This very night,” replied EllieoliiAV, “ before the elc-.k strikes 
twelve.” 

*• With her oaa'u r-onseut, I trust,” .s.aid Marcschal; “ for J promise 
you both, gentlemen, I AA ill not staud tamely by, and see any a iolcnce 
put. on the Avill of my pretty kinswoman.” 

“ Another pest in'this bot-headed fellow,” muttered Ellii'.duAv; and 
then iiloud, “• With her own consent? For what do you fake me, 
Marosehal, that you should supjiose yoyir iutcrfereiiee nccessnry to 
protect iny daughter against her father ? Depend upon it, she has no 
repugnance to Sir Frederick Langley.” 

Or rather to be called Lady Langley? faith, like (noiigh—tlicre 
arc maiiY Avomcn might be of her mind : and 1 beg your pardon, but 
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ibcse suddm dom»iids aud concessions alannbd me a little on licr ac- 
xoTiat.” 

“ It is-only the suddenness of the proposal that enibatrasses me.” 
said EllieslaTir; “ but perluips if she is found intractable, Sir Frederick 
;WiU consider- ” 

‘f 1 will con.sider notliinjr, Mr Vere—your ilauffhter’s hand to-ni^ht, 
or I depart, wore it at midniprbt—there is my ultimatum.” 

“ 1 embrace it,” said Ellicalnw; “ and I will leave you to talk iipou 
bur militaiT preparations, while 1 go to prepare niy daugiiter for .-.u 
sudden a chang'e of condition.” 

So sayhiff, he left the company 
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lie liHnirs Karl Osmond to receive my vows, 

0 drcadiul cli.mgc! for Taiicretl, lijui/rldy Osmond. 

Tancn-ii aud 

Mn Veue, w'hom lonjr practice of dissimulation had onabl(.'d to 
mo<lel his very j^ait and footsteps to aid flic puriioscs of dcccjifion, 
walked aloim the stone passage, and uj) the iirst flig-ht of slops to¬ 
wards Miss Yore’s apartment, with the alert, firm, and steady pae(' of 
one, who is bound, indeed, uiion important business, but who enter¬ 
tains no doubt he can terniiuate his affixirs sati.sfaetorily. But iieo 
out of hearing of the gentlemen wliom ho had left, his .stc]) hccanic sa 
slow and irresolute, as to corrc-spoud witli his doulils and his fenrff 
At length he paused in an anteeliamlicr to collect his ideas, and form 
bis plan of nrg-ument, before approaebing his dauglitw-. 

“ In wliat more hoiiclcss and inextricable ililcmma was over an un¬ 
fortunate man involved!”—Snell was the tenor of bis rotloclions,— 
“ If we now firll to nieces by disunion, there can be little donlit flmt 
the government will take niy life as the pviine agitator of llie iii.'^iir- 
rcction. Or, grant I could stoop to save myself by a hasty subinissioo, 
am I not, even in that case, utterly ruined? I have broken irreeon- 
cileably with Ratcliffc, and can have nothing to expect from tliiit 
quarter but insult and persecution. I must wander fortli mi iiii- 
pbverisbod and dishonoured man, without even the means of siistain- 
niglife, far less wealth sufHciciit to couiilcrbalanco the infamy wliieli 
inV countrymen, both those whom 1 de.sert and those whom’ 1 join, 
will attach to the name of the political renegade. It is not to lie 
thought of. And yet, what clioiee remains between this lot and the 
ignominious scaffold? Nothing can save me but reconciliation witli 
these men; and, to accomplish tliisj I have promised to Langley that 
Isabella shall marry liim ere midnight, and to Marcschal, tliat she 
shall do so without compulsion. I have but one remedy betwixt me 
ivnd ruin—her consent to take a suitor whom slic dislikes, upon such 
short notice ns would disgust her, even were he a favoured lover— 
But I must trust to the romantic genero.sity of her dis]K)sition; and 
let me p.iinl Ilie necessity of her obedience ever so strongly, I cannot 
overcliiu'!!;'; its renlitv.” 
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Having finished this sat^ diaiu of refiectlous upon hk penloua 
condition, ho entered his daughter’s apartment with every nerreliTOt 
up to the support of the argument which he was about to sustidn. 
Iriougli a deceitful and ambitions man, be was not so devoid Of 
natural affection but tliat he wits shocked at the part he was about to 
act, in practising on the feelings of a dutiful and affectionate child i 
but the rccollcctious, that, if he succeeded, his daughter would only 
be trepanned into an advantageous match, and that, if he failed, he 
• himseu was a lost man, were quite sufficient to drovm all scruples. 

He found Miss Vcrc seated by the window of her dressing-room, 
her head reclining on her hand, and either sunk in slumber, or so 
deeply engaged in meditation, that she did not hear the noise he made 
at his entrance. He approached with his features composed toa deep 
c.xpression of sorrow-and sympathvj and, sittiuff down beside her, 
solicited her attention by quietly taking her hand, a motion which he 
did not fail to accompany with a deep sigh. 

“ My father! ” said Isabella, with a sort of start which expressed at 
least as much fear, as joy or affection. 

“ Yes, Isabella,” said Vere, “ your unhappy father, who comes now 
ns a penitent to crave forgiveness of Ms daughter for an injuwr done^ 
to her ill the excess of Ms affection, and then to take leave of her^r, 
ever.” 

" Sir? Offence to me! Take leave for ever! What does all this 
mean ; ” said Miss Vcrc. 


“ Yes, Isabella, 1 am serious. But first let me ask you, have yop 
no .suspicion that I may have been privy to the strange chance whicm 
befell you yesterday morning r” 

“ You, air?” answered Isabella, stammering between a conscaous-' 
ness that he had guessed her thoughts justly, and the shame as well, 
as fear wliich forbade her to aeknowledge a suspicion so degradiiig 
mid so unnaturnl. • , 


“ Yes! ” he continued, “your hesitation confesses tliat you enter-- 
lained such an opinionj and I have now the painful task of acknovf- 
Icilgiug that your suspicions have done mo no injustice. But listen'; 
Id my'motives. Li an evil hour I countenanced the addresses 
I ’l-edcrick Luigley, coiieciving it impossible that you could have Aim 
jiennaiiciit objections to a nuitch whore tlic advantages were’, in most 
rt>s|K'ct.-i, oil yoilF side. In a worse, I entered with Mm into measures 
cak-iiluted to i-e.store our banished monarch, and the independence of 
my country. He has taken advantiwe of my unguarded confidence,: 
and now lias my life at liis disposal.' 

*• Your life, sir!” said Isabella, faintly. 

“ Yes, Isabella,” continued her father, “the life of Mm who gave 
life to you. So soon ns 1 foresaw the excesses into which his head¬ 
long passion (for, to do him justice, I believe his unreasonable con¬ 
duct arises fi-om excess of attachment to you) was likely to hunw 
him, I oiidoavoured, by finding a plausible pretext for your absence 
for some weeks, to extricate myself from the dilemma in which I am 
jilnccd. For this purjiose I wished, in case your objections to the 
match continued iiisunmnintable, to have sent you privately for a few 
niontiis to (he convent of your maternal niiut at I’aris. By a scries 
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of mintakcs you liave boon brought from tho place of “ccrccy nnd 
aecurity which I liad destined for your tfcinpornry abode. FaiV lias 
baffled my last chance of escape, and I have only to give you niy 
blessiaie, mid dead you &om the castle with Mr jRatcline, n ho uow 
leaves it; niy own fate will soon be decided." 

“Good Ileaven, sir! can this be possible?” exclaimed Isabella. 
“ 0, why was I freed from tho restraint in which you placed mo ? or 
why did you not impart your pleasure to me r" 

‘‘ Thinlc an instant, Isabella. Would you have had ino jirejudice,. 
in your opinion, the friend I was most desirous of serving, by com¬ 
municating to you the injurious eagerness with which he pursued his 
object? Ctould’l do so honourably, having promised to assist his sni( ? 
—But it is all over. I and Mareschal have made up our miuds to dm 
like men; it only remains to send you from hence under a safe escoi-t.” 

“ Great powers! and is there no remedy?” said the terrified young 
woman. 

“None, my child,” nniswercd Vere, gently, “unless one ivhic’: 
you would not advise your father to adopt—^to be the first to betray 
his friends." 

“ O, no! no! ” sho answered, abhorrently yet Imstily, as if to rojiat 
the temptation which tlie alternative presented to her. *' But is Ui(s-f 
niv other hmie—through flight—^through mediation—tlirougli Hup- 
pUcatiou ?—will bend niy knee to Sir Frederick! ” 

“It would be a fruitless degradation; he is deli-vmined on his 
coarse, and I am equally resolved to stand tho liaKard of my late. 
On one condition only he will turn aside from his purpose, aiiJ tint 
condition my lips shall never utter to you.” 

“Name it, I conjure you, my dear father!” exclaimed Isn holla. 

“ What can he ask that wc ought not to grant, to prevent the liiileous 
catastrophe with which you arc threatened?” 

“ That, Isabella,” said" Vcve, solciunly, “you shnll never know, un¬ 
til your father’s head has rolled on the bloody sealTohl; then, imJecil, 
you will learn there was one sacrifice by which lie niiglit h.ave hcen 
saved.” 

_ “ And why not speak it now ?” said Isabella; “ do you fear I would 
flinch from the sacrifice of fortune for your iireservation ? or wedd 
you bequeath me the bitter legacy of lit'c-long remorse, so oil. as I 

shall think that you perished., while there ..adiu'dwne inodeoi’itre- 

venthig the dreadful misfortune that overhangs yon?” 

“ Then, my ehikk” sold Vere, “since you press me to name what f 
would a thousand times rather leave in silence, 1 must inform you 
that he will accept for ransom nothiing but your baud in innn iagc, 
and that conferred bCTore midnight this very evening!” 

“ This evening, sirl” said the young lady, struck with horror at tim 
propohnl—^“aud to such a manl— A man!—a monster, who coidd 
wish to will tho daughter by threatening the life of the father—it is 
indeed iinpossjblc.” 

“ You say m,y child,” answered her father, “ it is indeed im¬ 
possible ; nor I either tho right or the wish to exact such a sacri- 
Sm-It is tho course of nature that U'c old should die aud be foi’got, 
■Hi the young .should live and be happy.” 
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" My father die, and his idiild can sav^ him 1—^but no—no —my 
dear father, pardon tne^ it is impossible; you only vrish to guide me 
to your wishes. I know your omect is what you tliink my happiness, 
and this dreadful tale is only told to influence my conduct and subdue 
my scruples.” 

“ My daughter,” replied EUieslaw, in a tone where offended au- 
thori^ seemed to struggle with parental affection, "my child suspects 
me of inventing a false tale to work upon her feelings 1 Even fliis 1 
must bear, and even &om this unworthy suspicion I must descend to 
mdicate myself. Yon know the stainless honour of your cousin 
Mareschal—mark what I shall write to him, and judge from his an¬ 
swer, if the danger in which we stand is not real, and whether 1 have 
not used every means to avert it," 

He sate down, wrote a few lines hastily, and handed them to Isa¬ 
bella, who, after repeated and painful efiorts, cleared her eyes and 
head sufficiently to discern their pmport. 

“Dear cousin," said the billet, “I find my daughter, as I expected, 
in despair at the untimely and premature urgency of Sir hbrederick 
Langley. She cannot even comprehend the peril in whicli we stand,. 
or how much we ai'e in his liower—Use your influence w’ith him, for 
Heaven’s sake, to modify proposals, to the acceptance of which 1 - 
cannot, and will not, urge ray child against all her own fcclhigs,- as 
well as those of delicacy and propriety, and oblige your loving cousin, 
“*R. V. 


Li the agitation of the moment, wlieii her swimming eyes and dizzy 
brain could hardly comprehend tiie sense of what she looked upon, 
it is not surprising that Miss Vere should have omitted to renuixk 
that this letter seemed to rest her scruples rather upon the form and 
time of the proposed union, than on a rooted dislike to the suitm' 
proposed to her. Mr Vere rang the bell, and gave the letter to a 
servant to be delivered to Mr Mareschal, and, rising from his chair, 
continued to traverse the apartment in silence and in great agitation 
until the an.swer wits retumed. lie glanced it oveis and wrang the 
hand of Ids daughter as he gave it to her. Tlie tenor was as follows:— 
“My dear kin.sman, 1 Imve already urged the knight on the point 
you mention, and 1 find hiur as fixed as Cheviot. 1 am truly sorry 
my fair cousiii should be pressed to give up any of her maidenly 
riglits. fcjh- Frederick consents, however, to leave the castle with 
me the instant the ceremony is performed, and we will raise our fol¬ 
lowers and begin the ftay. Thus there is great hope the bridegroom 
may be knocked on the head before he and the bride can meet again, 
BO llell has a fair chance to ho Iiady Langley d fr«s boti marchf. For 
the rest, I can only say, that it she can make up her mind to 
the alliance at all—-it is no time for mere maiden ceremony—my 
pretty cousin must needs consent to marrj' in haste, or we shall all 
repent at leisure, or rather have very little leisure to repent; which 
is all at present from him who rests your affectionate kinsman,— 
11. M.” 


“P.S_Tell Isabella that I would rather cut the knight’s throat 

after aA, and end the dilemma that way, thau see her constrainefl to 
marry him against her will." 
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When Isabella had read this letter, it dropped from her hand, and 
she would, at tihe same time, hare fallen from hm* chair, liad she not 
been supported by her father. 

“My God, my child will die!” exclaimed Vei*e, the feelings of 
nature overcoming, even in his breast, the sentiments of selfish 
policy; “ look up, Isabella—look up, my eliild^-come what will, you 
shall not be the sacrifice—I will fall myself with the consciousness I 
leave you happy—My child may weep on my grave, but slie shall not 
—not m this instance—reproach my memory." He called a servant. 
—“ Go, bid Ratdili'c coihe hither dirocdy.” 

During this interval, Miss Vere became deadly pale, clenched lier 
hands, pressing the palms strongly together, closed her eyes, and 
drew her lips with strong compression, as if the severe constraint 
which she put upon her internal feelings extended even to her mus¬ 
cular organization. Then raising her head, and drawing in her 
breath strongly ere she spoke, she said with firmness,—“ I'atlier, I 
consent to the marriage.” 

“ You slndl not—you shidl not,—^my child—my dear child—you 
shall not embrace certain misery to free me from uncertain dun- 
ger.” 

lio exclaimed Ellieslaw; and, strange and inconsistent beings that 
we arc 1 he expressed the real though momentary feelings of his 
heart. 

“ Father,” repeated Isabella, “ I will consent to this man iage.” 

“No, my child, no-^-not now at least—we will humble ourselve.s to 
obtain delay from hini; and yelj Isabella, could you overcome a dis¬ 
like which has no real foundation, think, in other respects, what a 
match!—wealth—^lauk—^importance.” 

“Father,” reiterated Isaliella, “ 1 have consented.” 

It seemed as if she had lost the power of saying any tiling else, or 
cv(m of varying the phrase which, with such ellbr^ sliu had compcllod 
herself to utter, 

“Heaven bleiJS thee, my child!—Heaven bless tlice!—And it will 
bless thee with riches, with pleasure, with power.” 

Miss Verc faintly entreated to be left by herself for the rest of tlie 
evening. 

“ But will you not receive Sir Frederick r” said her father anxi¬ 
ously. 

“ I will meet him,” she replied, “ I will meet him—when I must, 
»:id where I must; but spare me now.” 

“ Be it so, my dearest; you shall know no restraint that I can save 
you from. Do not think too hardly of Sir Fi'cdcrick for this—it is 
an excess of passion.” 

Isabella waved her hand impatiently. 

“Forgive me, my child—I go—Heaven bless thee. At eleven— 
if you call me not,before—at deven I come to seek you.” 

when he left Isabella she dropt upon her knees—^“Heavenaid me 
to .support the resolution I have taken—Heaven only can—O, poor 
Eavnscliff! who shall comfort him ? and with what contempt will he 
pronounce her name, who listened to him to-day and gave u#rself to 
another at night!* But 16t him despise me—better so than that he 



THE BI.ACS DWAHF. 2*!S. 

should know the truth—l^et him despise me; if it will hut lessen his 
grief, 1 should feel comfort in the loss of his esteem.” 

She wept bitterlv; attempting in vain, from time to time, to com¬ 
mence the prater for wliich she had sunk on her knee^ bnt unable 
to calm her spirits puflSciently for the exercise of derotion. As she 
remained in this agony of mind, the door of her apartment was 
slowly opened. 


CHAPTER XV. 

Tlie darksome cave they enter, where they fbaiid 
The woHiI man, low alttlng on'tlie ground, 

Musing full sadly In his sullen mind. 

/hiry Quran. 

The intruder on Miss Vere’s sorrows was Ratdille. EUieslaw luul, 
in the agitation of his mind, forgotten to countermand the order he 
had given to call liim thither, so that he opened the door with the 
words, “ Yon sent for me, Mr Vere." Then looking around—“Miss 
Vere, alone! on the gj’ound! and in tears!" 

“ Leave me—^leave me, Mr Ratcliffe,” said the unhappy young lady. 

“ I must not leave you,” said Ratcliffe; “ I have been repeatedly re¬ 
questing admittance to take my leave of you, and have been refused, 
until your fatlicr himself sent for me. Blame me not, if I am bold 
and intrusive; I have a duty to discharge which m.akes me so." 

“ I cannot listen to you—I cannot speak to you, Mr Ratcliffe; take 
ray best wishes, and for God’s sidco leave me." 

“ Tell me only," said Ratcliffe, “ is it true that tliis monstrous match 
is to go forward, and this ve^ night ? I heard tlic servants iwoclaim 
it as 1 was on the CTcat stmrease—I heard the directions given to 
clear out the chaper.” 

“ Spare me, Mr Ratcliffe,” replied the luckless bride 5 “ and from 
the state in wliich you see me, judge of the cruelty of these questions.” 

“ Married! to Sir Frederick Langley! and this night! it must 
not—caunot—shall not be.” 

“ It mtist be, Mr Ratcliffe, or ray father is ruined.” 

“ Ah! I understand,” answered Ratcliffe; “ and you have sacrificed 
yourself to save him wlm — But let the virtue of the child atone for 
the faults of the father—it is no time to rake them up. What can 
be done ? Time presses—I know but one remedy—with four-and- 
twenty hours I might find many—Miss Vere, yon must implore the 
jirotcction of the only human being who 1 ms it in his power to con¬ 
trol the course of events which tlweatens to hun-y you before it.” 

“ And wliat human being,” answered Miss Vere, “ has such power ?" 

“ Start not when I name him,"said Ratcliffe, coming near her, and 
speaking in a low but distinct voice. “ It is lie who is called Elshcu- 
dor the Recluse of Mucklestanc-Moor.” 

“ You are mail, Mr Ratcliffe, or you mean to insult my misery by 
an ill-timbd jest!” 

*• I am as much in my senses, young lady,” ansivcred her adiLsor, 
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“ as you are; and I am no idle jester, far less with misery, least of 
all with jour misery. I swear to you that tliia beiiigf (who is other 
far than wliat he seems) actually possesses the means of redeeminff 
you from this hateful union.” 

“ And of ensuring my father’s safety ? ’* 

, “ Yea! oven thoV’ said Ratcliffe, “ if you plead his cause with him 

—yet how to obtain admittance to the Recluse.” 

.* Fear not that,” said Miss Vere, suddenly recollecting' the inci¬ 
dent 6 f the rose; “ I remember he desired me to call upon him for 
aid in my extremity, and gave me this flower as a token. Ere it faded 
away entirely, 1 would need, he said, his assistance: is it possible liis 
words can have been aught but the ravings of insanity ? ” ’ 

“ Doubt it not—fear it not—but, above all,” said Ratcliffe, “ let us 
lose no time—Are you at liberty, and unwatched?” 

“ I believe so,” said Isabella; “ but what would you have me to do ?” 

“ Leave the castle instantly,” said Ratcliffe, “ and throw yourself 
at the feet of this cxtraoi’dinary man, who, in circumstances that seem 
to argue the extremity of the most contemptible poverty, possesses 

yet an almost absolute influence over your fate_Guests and servants 

are deep in tlieir carouse—the leaders sitting in concbivc on their 
treasonable schemes — my horse stands ready in the stable—:I will 
saddle one for you, and meet you at the little garden-gate—O, let no 
doubt of my prndcuco or fidelity proveut your taking the only stei) 
in your power to escape the dreadful fate which must attend the wife 
of 'Sir Frederick Langley.” 

“ Mr Ratcliffe,” said Miss Vere, “ you have always been esteemed 
a man of honour and probity, and a drowning wretch will always 
catch at the feeblest twig,—1 will trust you—1 will follow your advice 
—I will meet you at the garden-gate." 

She bolted the outer-door of her apartment as soon ns Mr Ratcliffe 
left her, and descended to the garden by a separate stair of commu¬ 
nication which opened to her dressing-room. On the way she felt 
inclined to retract the consent she had so hastily given to"a jilan so 
hopeless and extravagant. But as she passed in her descent a pri¬ 
vate door which entered into the chapel from the back staii’, she beard 
the voice of the female servants as they were employed in the task of 
cleaning it. 

“ Man-icd! and to sae bad a man—Ewhow, sirs! ony thing rnther 
than that.” 

“ They are right—they arc right,” said Miss Vere, " any tiling 
rather than that. 

She burned to the garden. Mr Ratcliffe was true to his appoint¬ 
ment—the horses stood saddled at the garden-gate, and in a few 
minutes they were advancing rapidly towards the Init of tlio Solitary. 

While the ground was-favourable, the speed of their journey was 
such as to prevent much communication; but when a steep ascent 
compelled them to slacken their pace, a new cause of apprehension 
occurred to Miss Vei’c’s mind. 

“ A fcR atcliffo,” she said, pulling up her horse’s bridle, “ Igt us pro- 
farther a journey which nothing but the extreme agitation 
Band can vindicate my having nndcrtnkcn — I .nm well aware 
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that this mau passes among tlio vulgar as being possessed of super- 
natuinl powers, and carrying on an intercourse with beings of anoUier 
world 5 but I would have you aware I am neither fo be imposed on by 
such follies, nor, were 1 to believe in their existence, durst I, with my 
feelings of religion, apply to this being in my distress.” 

“ I should bare thougntj Miss Vere,” replied Batcliffe, “ my cha¬ 
racter and habits of tlunkmg were so well known to you, that yon 
iniglit have held me exculpated from crediting in such absurdity.” 

“ But in wlmt other mode,” said Isabella, “^can a being, so miser¬ 
able himself in appearance, Possess tlie power of assisting me ?” 

“ Miss Vere,” said Ratclifie, after a momentwy pause, “lam bound 
by a solemn oatli of secrecy—You must, without rarUier explanation, 
be Sillisfied with my pledged assurance, that he docs possess the power, 
if you can inspire lum with the will; aud that, I doubt not, you will 
be able to do.’’ 

“ Mr Ratcliffc,”. said Miss Vere, “ you may yourself be mistaken; 
you ask .in unlimited degree of couliaeiice from me.” 

“ Recollect, Miss Vere,” he replied, “ lliat when in your humanity 
you asked me to interfere with your father in favour of Haswell and 
his ruined family—^wlien you requested mo to prevail on him to do a 
thing most abhorrent to his nature—to forgive an iqjury and remit 
a penalty — 1 stipuliited that you should me no questions cou- 
cerning Ihc sources of ray influence—You found no reason to dis¬ 
trust me llicn, do not distrust me now.” 

“ But the e.\tinordinary mode of life of this man,” said Miss Vere; 
“ his seclusion—his figure—the deepness of misautliropy which he is 
sail! to express in Ids language—Air RatcMe, what can I think of 
him if he really po.s.sesses tlie powers you ascribe to him 7’ 

*• ’.riiis man, young lady, was bred a C-ntholic, a sect wlnVb aflbrds 
a lliousaiid instances of those who have retired from power and af- 
llueiico to voluntary privations more strict even than liis.” 

But lie avows no religious motive,” replied Miss Vere. 

'• No,” replied Ratcliffc: “ disgust with the world has oiieratcd his 
I elrcal froiu it without assumiug the veil of superstition. Thus for 1 
may toll you—ho was born to great wealth, which his parents designed 
should become greater by his union witli a kinswoman, whom for tliat 
purjiosc they bred up hi their own house. You have seen his figure; 
judge what the young lady must have thought of the lot to whim she 
was destined—Yet, habituated to his appearance, she shewed no 

reluctance, and the friends of-of the iierson whom I speak of, 

doubted not that the excess of Ms attachment, the various acquisitions 
of his mind, his many and amiable qualities, had overcome the natural 
horror which his destined bride must liave entertained at an exterior 
so dreadfully inauspicious.” 

“ And did they judge truly ?” said Isabella. 

“ You shall hear. He, at least, was fully aware of his own de-, 
ficiency; the sense of it haunted liim like a phantom. “ 1 am,” was 
liis own expression to me,—1 mean to a man whom he trusted ,—‘ I 
am, in spite of what you would say, a poor miserable outcast, fitter to 
have been smothered in the cradle tfian to have been brought up to 
scare the world in which 1 crawl.' The person whom he addressed 
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in vain endeavoured to unpress him with the indifference to external 
form, which is the natural result of pliilosophy, or entreat him to re¬ 
call tlie superiority of mental talents to tlie more attractive attributes 
that are merely personal. ‘ I hew you,’ he would reply; ‘ but you 
spe^ the voice of cold-blooded stoicism, or, at least, of friendly par- 
tadity. But look at every book w’liich we have read, those excepted 
of that abstract philosophy wliich feels no responsive voice in our 
natural feeling. Is not personal form, aucli as at least can be tole¬ 
rated without Tioyror and disgrust, always represented as csscntinl lo 
our ideas of a friend, far more a lover ? Is not such a mis-shapen 
monster as I am, excluded, by the very fiat of Nature, from her fairest 
ciyoyments ? What but my wealth prevents all—perhaps even Lctilin, 
or you—from 8 hunning[ me as something' foreign to your nature, ami 
more odious, by bearmg that distorted resemblance to Immaiiity 
which we observe in the animal tribes tliat are more hateful to mau 
because they seem lus caricature ? ” 

“ You repeat the sentiments of a madman,” ssaid Miss Vere. 

® No,” replied her conductor, “ unless a morbid and excessive sen¬ 
sibility on such a suWeet can be termed insanity. Yet 1 M ill not deny 
that thk goyerninff reeling and apprclicnsion carried the pcr.son who 
entertained it, to leng^ths wWdi indicated a deranged iningiiiotiun. 
He appeared to think that it was necessary for him, by exuberant, 
and not always well-chosen instances of liberality, and even profu¬ 
sion, to unite himself to the human race, from wliich he conceived 
himself naturally dissevered. The benefits which he bestowed, from 
a disposition naturally philonthropicul in an uncommon degree, were 
exaggerated by the influence of tlie goading reflection, that more was 
necessary from him than from otlicrs,—lavishing his treasures as if 
to bribe mankind to receive him into their class. It is scarcely ne¬ 
cessary to say, that the bounty vrhich flou’ed from a source so capri¬ 
cious WM often abused, and his confidence frequently betrayed. These 
disappointments, which occur to all, more or less, and most to sueli 
as confer benefits without just discriiiiination, his diseased fancy set 
down to the hatred and contempt excited by his personal dcfoniiily. 
—But I fatigue you, Mi.ss Vere r” - 

“Noj by no means; I — I could not prevent my aKcntion from 
wandering mi instant; pray proceed.” 

“ He became at length,” continued Ratcliffe, “ tlic most ingenious 
self-torraentor of whom 1 have ever hoard; the scoft" of the rubble, 
and the sneer of the yet more brutal vulgar of Ids own rank, was to 
him agony and breaking on the wheel. Ho regarded the laugh of tin' 
common people whom Tie pa.sscd on the street, and tlie suppressed 
titter, or yet more offensive terror, of the young girls to M'liom he 
was introduced in company, as proofs of the true sense wliich tlie 
world entertained of him, as a prodigy unfit to be received among 
toem on the usual terms of society, and as vindicating tiie wisdom of 
his purpose m withdrawing himself from among them. On tlie faith 
two persons alone, he seemed to rely iiinilicitly—on 
that of his betrothed bride, and of a friend eminently girted in per¬ 
sonal accomplishments, who seemed, and indeed probably u’as, siii- 
r ^hed to him. He ought to have been so at least, for he 
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wiis liloriilly loaded witli benefits by liiiii whom yon arc now about to 
sec. The parents of the subject of niy story died within a short space 
of each other. Their death postponed the nnirri.-vffc, for which the 
day had been fixed. The lady did not seem greatly to mouni this 
delay,—perhaps that was not to have been expected; but she inti¬ 
mated no change of intention, when, after a decent interval, a second 
day was named for their miion. The friend of whom I spoke was then 
a constant resident at the llaU. In an evil hour, at the earnest re¬ 
quest and entreaty of tliis friend, they joined a general party, where 
men of ditferent political opinions were mingled, and where they i’ank 
deep. A quarrel ensued; the fiiend of tlie Recluse drew his sword 
with others, and was thrown down and disarmed by a more powerM- 
antagonist. They fell in- the struggle at the feet of the Recluse, who," 
maimed and truncated as his form appears, possesses, nevertheless,' 
gi'cat strength, as well as violent passions. He caught up a sword, 
iderced the heart of his friend’s antagonist, was tried^ and his life, 
with difiicidty, redeemed from justice at the expense of a year’s close 
imprisonment, the punishment of manslaughter. The incident af¬ 
fected him most deeply, the more that the deceased was a man of 
excellent character, and had sustained gross insult and injury ere he 
<lrcw his sword. 1 think, from that moment, I observed—I beg par¬ 
don—the fits of morbid sensibility wliieh liad tormented this uutbr- 
tuuate gentleman, wore rendered henceforth more acute by remorse, 
which he, of all men, was least capable of having incurred, or of sus¬ 
taining when it became his unhappy lot. His paroxysms of agony 
could not be concealed from the lady to whom he was betrothed; and 
it must be confessed they were of an alarming and fearful nature, 
lie comforted himself, that, at the cxplij of his imprisonment, ho 
could form with In's wife and friend a society, encu’cled by wliieh he 
might dispense witli more extensive communication witli the world, 
lie was deceived; before that term elapsed, his friend and liis be- 
ti otlied bride were man anil wife. The ellects of a shock so dread¬ 
ful on an ardent temperament, a disposition already soured by bitter 
remorse, and loosened by (be uidiilgeiicc of a gloomy imagination 
from llic rest of mankind, 1 cannot describe to yon; it was as if the 
last cable at which the vessel rode had suddenly parted, and left her 
abandoned to all the wild fury of the tempest. Ho was placed under 
medical restraint. As a temporary measiu’c this miglit have been 
justifiable; but his hard-hearted friend, who in consequence of his 
marriage, was now Iiis nearest ally, prolonged his conlincnient, in 
order to enjoy tlic management of his immense estates. 'There was 
one who owed his all to the sufl'erer, an humble friend, but grateful 
and faithful. By unceasing exertion, and repeated invocation of 
justice, he at length succeeded in obtaining his patron’s freedom, 
and reinstatement in the management of his own property, to which 
was soon added that of his intended bride, who, having^ died without 
male issue, her estates I'cvcrted to him, as heir of entail. But free¬ 
dom, and wealth, were unable to restore the equipoise of bis miud; 
to the former bis grief made him indiflerent—the latter only served 
liim as fixr as it afforded him the means of indulging liis strange and 
wayward fancy. lie had renounced the Catholic religion, but per- 
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haps some of its doctrines continued to influence a mind, over wliioli 
remoise and misantlmopy now assumed, in appearance, an unhoiinded 
authority. His life has muce been that alternately of apil^im and 
a hermit, suflering' the most severe privations, not indeed ui ascetic 
devotion, but in abhoiTencc of manidnd. Yet no man’s words and 
actions have been at such a wide difference, nor has any iiypocritical 
■wretcli ever been more ingenious in assigning good motives for his 
vile actions, tlian this unfortunate in reconciling to Ids abstract prin¬ 
ciples of misanthropy a conduct which flows from his natural gene¬ 
rosity and kindness of feeling.” 

“ Still, Mr Ratcliffe—still you describe the inconsistencies of a 
madman.” 

“ By no means,” replied Ratcliffe. “ That the imagination of this 
gentleman is disordered, I will not pretend to dispute; 1 have already 
told you that it has sometimes broken out into pai’oxysms n.ppvo.scbing 
to real mental alienation. .But it is of his common stale of nund 
that 1 speak; it is irregular, but not deranged; tlie shades are as 
gradual as tliose that divide the Hght of noon-day from midnight. 
The courtier who ruins his fortune for the attainment of a title which 
can do him no good, or power of which he can make no suitable or 
creditable use, the miser who hoai’ds ids usidess wcaltli, and the j)ro- 
digal who squanders it, ai’e all mai'kcd with a certain shade ot in¬ 
sanity. To criminals who are guUty of enormities, when the teni])- 
tation, to a sober mind, hcai's no proportion to the liorror of tlie act, 
or the probability of detection ana punishment, the same observation 
applies; and every violent passion, as well as anger, may be termed 
a short madness.” 

“ Tins may be all good philosophy, Mr Ratclifle,” nnswi red Miss 
Vere; “ but excuse me, it by no means imboldens me to v isit, at tin’s 
lute hour, a person whose extravagance of imagin.ation you youl•^elf 
can only palliate.” 

Rather, then,” said Ratclifle, “ receive my solemn assurances, 
lliat you do not incur the slightest danger. But what 1 have been 
hitherto hfraid to mention for fear of alarming you, is, that now wlicn 
we are within sight of his retreat, for 1 can dikover it through ihe 
twilight, 1 must go no fai’ther with you; you must proceed ahnio.” 

“ Alone?—I dai’c not." 

“You must,” continued Ratcliffe; “I will rem.iin here and wail, 
for yon.” 

“ You will not, then, stir from this place,” said Miss Vere: “ yet 
the distance is so great, yon could not hear me were 1 to cry for ’as¬ 
sistance.” 

“ Fear nothing,” spd lier guide; “ or observe, at least, the utmost 
caution in stifling every expression of timidity. Roraember that his 
predominant and most harassing ai)prchension arises from a con- 
scionsnesshideousness of his appo.arancc. Your path lie.s 
straight hqi^Wtyon half-fallen willow; keep tlio left side of it; the 
marsh liesbn right. Farewell foi’a time. Rcmcmher tlie evil 
you arc thrcatSbhd with, and let it overcome at once vour fears and 
serunles.’i 

“ -Vfr Ralelifte,” said Isabella, “ farewell; if yon jnivc di'ceivcd one 
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SO uiifortunale ns uiyself, you liavc for ever forfeited the fair cliaracter 
for iM’obity and honour to which I have trusted.” 

“ On my life—on my soul,” coutinued Ratcliife, raisins' liw voice ns 
the distance between them incrensed, “ you are safe—^perfectly safe.” 


CHAPTER XVI. 

-’Twas tone and griefs 

I'tiat iVamed Iiim thus: Time, trlth his fairer hand, 

OflTorinjf llio foitunos ofWs former ilnys, 

Tl«! former inon inoy moke liim.<->Briug us to 1dm, 

Anti chance it as it mav. 

(HdVUty. 

Till-; sounds of Ratcliifc’.s voice had died on Isabella’s ear; but ns 
she frequently looked back, it was some encouragement to her to dis¬ 
cern hi.s form now darkcuinff in the gloom. Ere, however, she went 
much farther, she lost the.object in tlie increasing shade. The last 
glimmer of the twilight placed her before the hut of the Solitary. 
She twice e.vtendod her h.and to the door, and t'wico she withdrew it; 
.and when she did at leiiwth make the effort, the knock did not equal 
in violence llie throb of nor own bosom, llcf iie.'ct effort was louder; 
her third was reiterated, for the fc.ar of not obtaining the protection 
from which Rntcliffe promised so much, began to overpower the 
terrors of his jiresmice from whom she was to reqiicst it. At length, 
as she still received no answer, she repe.atcdly called upon the Dwai'f 
by liis assumed name, and requested him to answer and open to her. 

’ Wliat misorahle l)eiii.g is reducedsaid the appalling voice of the 
Siilitan', “ to seek refuge liere? Go hence; when tlie heath-fowl 
need shelter, tlicy seek it not in the nest of the night-raven.” 

'• 1 come to you, father,” said Isabella, “ in ray hour of adversity, 
even as you yourself commanded, when you promised your heart and 
yonr door siiould he open to my distress; but I fc.ar-” 

•Mia!” said the Solitary, “ then thou art Isabella A'^cre? Give me 
a token that thou art she.” 

“ 1 have brought you back the rose which you gave me; it has not 
Iiad time to fade ere the hard fate you foretold has come imon mo!” 

“ And if thou hast thu.s redeemed thy pledge,” said the Dwarf,I 
will not forfeit mine. The heart and the door that are shut against 
every other earthly being, shall be open to thee and to thy son-ows.” 

she heard him move in his hut, and presently afterwards strike a 
light. One by one, bolt and bar were then withdrawn, the heart of 
Isabella throbbing higher as these obstacles to llieir meeting were 
successively removed. The door opened, and the Rolitary stood 
before her, his uncqutli form and features ijluminated by the iron 
lamp wliieh he held in his hand. 

“ Enter, daughter of affliction,” he said ,—“ enter the house of 
misery.” . . ' \ 

Slic entered, .and observed, with a iirccaution vyhich increased her 
trci)idation, that the Recluse’s first act, after setting the lamp upon 
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the table, was to replace the uumerous bolts w;luch secured the door 
of his liut. She slirunk as she heai'd the uoisc which acconipamed 
■;his ominous operation, yet remembered llatcUflre’s caution, and en- 
leavoured to suppress all appearance of apprehension. _ Ihe ugjit or 
ihe lamp was weak and uncertain; hut the Solitary,^ without takin<r 
immediate notice of Isabella, otherwise than by motioning her to sit 
down on a small settle beside the fire-place, made haste to kindle 
some dry furze, which presently east a maze through the cottoge. 
Wooden shelves, which bore a few books, some hiiiidks of dried 
herbs, and one or two wooden cups and platters, were oil one aide of 
the fire; on the other were placed some ordinary tools of field-labour, 
mingled with those used by mechanics. Whewe the bed should have 
been, there was a wooden frame, strewed with withered moss aiul 
rushes, the couch of the ascetic. Tlie whole space of the cottage did 
not exceed ten feet by six within the walls; and its only fnniiture, 
besides what we liavo mentioned, was a table and two stools formed 


of roug*h devils. 

Witliin these narrow precincts Isabella now found herself enclosed 
with a being*, wliosc history had notlung to reassure her, and the 
fearful conformation of whose hideous countenance inspired an almost 
superstitious terror. He occupied the seat opnosite to her, and 
dropping his huge and shaggy eye-brows over his piercing black 
eyes, gazed at her in silence, as if agitated by a variety of eoiitendmg 
feelings. On the other side sate Isabella, pale as death, her long 
hair uncurled by the evening damps, and falling over her slioulders 
and breast, as the wet streamers droop from the mast when the storm 
has passed away, and left the vessel stranded on the beach, j be 
Dwarf first broke the silence with the sudden, abrupt, and alarming 
question,—“Woman, what evil fate lias brought thee hither?’ _ 

“My father’s danger, and your own command,” she replied family, 
but firmly. 

“And yon hope for aid from me?’ » , 

“If you con bestow it,” she replied, still in the same tone of mild 
submission. 

“And howsliould I possess that power?’ continued the DwaiT, 
with a bitter sneer; “ Is mine the form of a redresser of WTongs ? I s 
this the castle in wliicli one powerful enough to be sued to by a mir 
suppliant is likely to hold his residence ? I hut mocked thee, girl, 
when 1 sivid I would relieve thee.” 


“ Then must I depart, aud taco my fate as I best may!” 

“No!” said the Dwarf,rising aud interposing between her and llio 
door, and motioning to her sternly to resume her scat—“No! you 
leave me not in tills way; we must liave farther conference, why 
should one beingjosire aid of another ? Why should not each be sum- 
cieiit to itselfMjjHk round you— I, the most despised and most deercjtit 
on Naturc’g^^^Eii, have required sympathy and help from no one. 
Tlicse stmJ^^^K my own piling; these utensils I framed with my 

own this”-and he laid his hand witli a fierce 

si^,'ij|i|^^HH|f^ggerwhich he always wore benc<atli his garment, 
I so far that the blade glimmered clear in the firc- 

' this,” ho pursued, as ho thrust the weapon hack into 
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the scabbard, “ I cai^ if necessary, defend the vitril spark enclosed ii 
thb pour trunk, ag^aiust the fairest and strongest tliat shall threater 
me witli injury.” 

It was with difficulty Isabella refrained from screaming out aloud; 
but she did refrain. 

“ This,” continued the Recluse, “is the life of nature, solitary, self- 
sufficing, and inde])cndcnt. The wolf calls not the wolf to aid nim ir 
furmiug his deu; and the vulture invites not another to assist her in 
striking down her prey." 

“ And when they are unable to procure themselves support/’ said 
Isabella, judiciously thinking that he w'ould be most accessible to 
argument couched in his own metaphorical style, “ what then Ls to 
befall tliem?” 

“ Let them starve, die, and be forgotten: it is the common lot ol 
liu inanity.” 

It is the lot of the wild tribes of mature/’ said Isabclhi, “ but chieflv 
of those who are destined to support themselves by rapine, wliicli 
brooks no partner; but it is not the law of nature in genci-al; even 
the lower orders have confederacies for mutual defence. But man¬ 
kind—the race would perish did they cease to aid each oUier.—From 
the time that the mother binds the child's head, till the moment that 
some kind assistant wipes the death-damp from the brow of the dying, 
wc cannot exist without mutual help. All, therefore, that need aid, 
have right to ask it of their fellow-mortals; no one ivho has tlic power 
of gi-anting c.an refuse it without guilt.” 

“ And in this simple hope, poor maiden,” .said the Solitary, “ thou 
has come into tlie desert, to seen one whose wish it w'cre tliat tlio league 
thou has spoken of were broken for ever, and that, in yei'y truth, the 
whole race should pcrisli ? 'VVert thou not fn'ghtened r ” 

“ Misery,” said Isabella, firmly, “ is superior to feax.” 

“ Hast thou not licard it said in thy mortal world, that I have 
leagued myself with other powers, deformed to the eye and malevo¬ 
lent to the human race as myself? Hast thou not heard this ?—^Aiid 
dost thou seek my cell at milluight?” 

*• The Being 1 worship siqiports me against such idle fears,” said 
Isabella; but uic increasing agitation of lier bosom belied the affected 
eourag'e which her words expressed. 

*' llo 1 Jio 1” said the Dwarf, “ thou vanntest thyself a pliilosopher ? 
Yet, shoiildst thou not have thought of the danger of intrusting thy¬ 
self, young and beautiful, in the pow’cr of one so spited against hn- 
inauity, as to place liis chief pleasure in defacing, destroying, and 
degrading her fali'cst works?” 

Isabella, inucli alarmed, continued to answer with firmness^ “ What¬ 
ever injuries you may Imve sustained in tlie world, you are incap.ahlc 
of revenging them on one who never wronged yon, nor, wilfully, any 
other.” 

“Ay, hut maiden,” he continued, his dark eyes flashing with an ex¬ 
pression of malignity which commimicatcd itself to his wild and dis¬ 
torted features, “ revenge is the hiuigry wolf, which asks only to tear 
flesh and lap blood. Think you the lamb’s plea of innocence would' 
DC listened to by him ?” 
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“Man!” said Isabella, rising, and expressing herself witli much 
dignity, “ I fear not the homble ideas \yith which j-ou would impress 
me. 1 cast them from me with disdain. He you mortal or liciid, 
you would not ofter injury to one wJio sought you as a suppliant in 
her utmost need. You would not—you durst not.” 

“ Thou sa/st truly maiden,” rejoined the Solitaiy; “I dare not—1 
would not. Begone to tliy dwelling. Fear nothing with which they 
threaten thee. Thou hast asked my protection—^thdu shalt find it 
effectual.” 

“ But, father, this very night I have consented to wed the man that 
I abhor, or I must put the seal to my father’s ruin.” 

“ This night ?—at what hour ?” 

“Ere midnight.” 

“And twilight,” said the Dwarf, “has already passed away. But 
fear nothing, there is ample time to protect thee.” 

“And my father?' continued Isabella, in a suppliant tone. 

“'Tby famer,” replied the Dwarf, “has been, and is, my most bilfiv 
enemy. Butfearnot; thy virtue shall save him. And now, begone; 
were I to keep thee longer by me, I might again fall into the stupid 
dreams concerning human worth from which I have been so fearfully 
awakened. But fear nothing—at the very foot of the altar I will re¬ 
deem tliee. Adieu, time presses, and I must act! ” 

He led her to the door of the hut, which he opened for her depar¬ 
ture. She remounted her horse, which had been feeding in the outer 
enclo-sure, and pressed him forward by the light of the moon, Mliieli 
lyas now rising, to the spot where she bad left Itateliire. 

“ Have you succeeded ?” was his first eager cpieslion. 

“1 have obtained promises from him to whom you sent me; but 
how can he possibly accomplish them 

“Thank God!” saidliatcliffe; “doubt not his power to fiiKil Ins 
promise.” 

At this moment a sbi-ill whistle was licard to i-osouud nhnig the 
lie.alh. 

“Hark!” said Kalclifl’e, “ho eall.s me—Mis^, Vero, return home, 
and leave unbolted the postcru-door of the garden; to tliat wliieli 
open.s on the hack-stairs 1 have a piivatc key.” 

A second whistle wivs heard, yet more shrill and jirolonged tliaii 
the first. 

“ I come, I come,” s.aid Kateliffc.; ami setting spurs to his Imrse. 
rode over the heath in the direction of tlio Bechi.sc’s hut. j\lks V'ere 
returned to the castle, the mettle of tlic auim.al on which she rode, 
and her own anxiety of luiiid, combining to-acceler.ate her jounsey. 

She obeyed llatelifie’s direction.^, though witliout welt ap])veheh(l- 
iug their pinitose, and leaving her horse at large in a jraddoek near 
the garden, hurried to her own apartment, wliieh she reached without 
observation. She now niiholted her door, and rang her hell for 
lights. Her father appeared along with the serv.ant v.lio answered 
her siinlmons. 

“ He had been twice,” he said “ li.steniug at her door during the 
two hours that had elapsed .since he left her, and, not hearing her 
speak, had become apprehensive that she was taken ill.” 
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“ And now, my dear father,” she said, *• permit me to ehuin the pro¬ 
mise yon so kindly ijravo; lot the last moments of freedom which I am 
to enjoy be mine "without intemiption ; and protract to tlie last mo¬ 
ment the respite which is allowea me.” 

“ I will,” said her father; “ nor shall you be ajfain interrupted. 
But this disordered dres.s—this dishevelled hair—do not let me find 
you thus when X call on you again; the sacrifice, to be beneficial, 
must bo voliuilavy.” 

“ Must it be so t” she replied; " then fear not, my father! the victim 
shall be atlorned.” 


CHAPTER XVU. 

TliU looks not like a JiuptiaL 

Much Ado about Nothing. 

'J'hk chapel in the canllo of Ellieslaw, destined to be the .scone ol 
this ill-omened union, was a building of nnicb older date than the 
castle itself, tboui*h that claimed considerable antiquity. Before the 
wars between England and Scotland bad become so coimnou and of 
siicli loiiff duration, that the buildings along both sides of the Border 
were eliietly dedicated to warlike purposes, there had been a small 
settlement of monks at Ellieslaw, a dependouev, it is believed by an- 
ti<|iiuries, on the rieli Abbey of .ledburgh. Their possessions bad' 
long ])asscd atvay uudei- th(>'changes introduced by war and mutual 
ravage. A feudal castle had arisen on the ruin of their cells, and 
tludr chajiel was included in its precincts. 

'file edifice, in its round arches and maiisive pillais!, the simidieity 
of which referred their date to what has been called Bie (ea.xoii 
nrehilecture, presented at all times a dark and sombre apjiearance, 
and had been frequently used as the eemetery of the family of the 
feudal lords, as well as formerly of the monastic bretliren. But it. 
looki'd doubly gloomy by the ettect of the few and smoky torches 
which were used to enlighten it on the present occasion, and which, 
spreading a glare of yrilow light in their immediate vicinil\% were 
siivrouiumd beyond by a red and purple halo reflected from their own 
Muoke,aiid bi-youd that again by a zone of darkness wliicb magiiilied 
the extent of the cJiapek whiJe’it rendered it impo.ssible for tlie eye 
to ascertain its limits. Somein.iudieious ornaments, adojited in haste 
for the occasion, rather added to the dreariness of the scene. Did 
fragments of tapestry^ lorn from tlie W'all.s of other ajiartments, had 
been liastily and partially disposed around tliose of the chapel, anil 
mingled inconsistently with scutcheons and funeral enihlems of the 
dead, which they elsewhere e-xhibited. On each side of tiie .stone 
altar was a mouumeirt, the aiqicarance of which formed an equally 
strange contrast. On the one was the figure, in stone, of some griia 
hermit, or mouk, who had died i'n the odom'-of sanctity; he was 
represented as recumhont, in his coiyi and scapulaire, with his face 
turned upward as iu the act of devotion, and his hands folded, fi'om 
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which his striMff of beads was dependent. Ou tlio other side was a 
tomb, in the Italian taste, composed of the most beautiful statuary 
marble, and accounted a model of modem art. It was erected to the 
memory of Isabella’s mother, the late Mrs Vere of Ellieslaw, who was 
represented as in a dying posture, while a weeping cherub, with eyes 
averted, seemed in the act of extinguishing a dying lamp as emble¬ 
matic of her speedy dissolution. It was, indeed, a masterpiece of art, 
but misplaccu in the rude vault to which it had been consigned. 
Many were surprisedj and even scandalized, that Ellieslaw, not 
remarkable for attention to his lady while alive, should erect after 
her deatii such a costly mausoleum in affected sorrow; others cleared 
him from the imputation of hypocrisy, and averred that the monument 
bad been constructed under the direction and at the sole expense of 
kfr Ratcliffe. 

Before thc.so monuments the wedding guests were assembled. 
Tiiey wore few in number; for many had left the castle to prepare 
for the ensuing political explosion, and Ellieslaw was, in tlie circum¬ 
stances of the case, far from being desirous to extend invitations 
;; fartlier than to those near relations whose presence tlic custom of the 
* countiy rendered indispensable. Next to the altar stood Sir Frederick 
Langley, dark, moody, and thougbllul, even beyond his wont, mid 
near him, Mareschal, who was to jilny the part of bridesman, as it 
was called. 'I'he thoughtless humour of Ihis young gentleman, ou 
whicli he never deigned to place the least restraint, added to the 
cloud which overhung the brow of the bridegi'oom. 

“'rhe bride is not yet come out of her •chamber,” he wlii<]iered to 
Sir Frederick; “ I trust that wc must not have recourse to the 
violent expedients of the Romans which 1 read of at College, It 
would bo hard unon my pi’ctty cousin to be run away with twice in 
two days, thongli 1 know none better worth such a violent coni])li- 
ment.”' 

Sir Frederick attempted to turn a deaf car to this discoiiree, 
humming a tune, and looking another way, but Mareschal proceeded 
in the same wild manner. 

“This delay is hard u))on Er Ilohblcr, who was disturbed to 
accelerate preparations for this joyful event when ho had success¬ 
fully extracted the cork of liis third bottle. 1 hope you will kec]) 
him free of Uic censure of his cuperiors, for 1 lake it tliis is beyond 

canonical hours_But here come Ellieslaw and my pretty uumsiii— 

prettier than ever, I think, were it not she seems so'faint and 
so deadly pale—Ilark ye, Sir Knight, if she says not yes with 
right good-will, it shall be no wedding, for uU tli.'it has eonio mid 
gone yet.” 

“No wodding^ir;” returned Sir Frederick,in a loud wliisper, the 
tone of wliii^^^ated that liis angry feelings were siippre.ssed with 

“N 0 —h^M^ingc.” replied Mareschal, “there’s my hand and 
glove • 

SiCj,-4'Vi^H^t>a)igley took his hand, and as he wrung it hard, 
said in a fewiir wliisper, “ Mareschal, you shall answer tliis,” and then 
dun;;' his hand from him. 
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“ That I will readily do,” said Marcschnl, “ for never word escaped 
my lips that my hand was not ready to guarantee—So, speak up, my 
pretty cousin, and tell me if it be your free wnll and unbiassed resolu¬ 
tion to accept of this gallant knight for your lord and husband; fot 
if you have the tenth part of a scruple upon the subject^ fall back, 
fall edge, he shall not have you.” 

“ Are you mad, Mr Mareschal?” said Ellieslaw, who, having been 
this young man’s guardian diuiiig liis minority, often employed a 
tone of authority to him, “ Do you suppose I would drag my 
daughter to the toot of the altar, were it not her own choice ?” 

“ Tut, Ellieslaw,” retorted the young gentJeman, “ never tell mo 
of the contrary; her eyes are full of tears, and her cheeks are whiter 
Ilian her white dress. I must insist, in the name of common huma¬ 
nity, that tile cercinouY be aiyourned till to-morrow.” 

“ Slic sliall tell you hcrsell, thou incorrigible intcimeddlcr in what 

concerns thee not, that it is her wish the ceremony should go on_ 

it not, l.sabclla, my dear?” 

‘‘ It is,” said Isauella, half fainting—"since there is no help either 
ill ftod or man.” 

The first word alone was distinctly audible. Mareschal shrugged 
til) his shoulders and stepped back. Ellieslaw led, or ratlicr supported. 
Ins diinghter to the altar. Sir Frederick moved forward and nlaced 
himself by her side. The clergyman opened his prayer-book, and 
looked to Mr Vere for the signal to commence the service. 

“ Proceed,” said the latter. 

1 Jut a voice, as if issiiiiJg from the tomb of his deceased wife, called, 
in such loud and harsh accents as awakened every echo in the vaulteu 
elmpol, “ Forbear'. ” 

All were mute and motionless, tUl a distant rustle, and the clash of 
.swords, or soiuething resembling it, was heard from the remote 
iipartiflents. It censed almost instantly.^ 

“ What new tlcvice is this ? ” said Sir Frederick, fiercely, eyeing 
Ellic-slaw and Mareschal with a glance of malignant suspicion. 

“ It can be but tlic frolic of some intcmper.ate guest,” said Ellics- 
liiw, though greatly confounded; “ we iimst make laigc allowances 
for the cxce,ss of tlus evening’s festivity. Proceed with the service.” 

neforo the clerpiuau could obey, the same prohibition which they 
had before heard, was repeated from the same spot. The female 
attendiiiits screamed, and tied from tlie chapel j the gentlemen laid 
l.heir liands on their swords. Ere the first moment of surprise had 
passed by, the Dwarf stepped from bcliind the monument, and plaoed 
liiinself full in front of Mr Vere. The cfl'cct of so strange and 
liidcons an apparition in siicli a place and in sucli circiunstances, 
ajipalled all pre.sent, but seemed to annihilate the Laird of Ellieslaw, 
who, dropping his danghter’s arm, staggered against the nearest 
pillar, and, clasping it with Ills hands as if for support, laid his brow 
iigiiin.st the column. 

“Who is this fellow?” said Sir Frederick; “andwhat does he 
mean by this intrusion ? ” 

“ It is one who conics to tell you,” said the Dwarf, with tlie pecu¬ 
liar acrimony which usually marked his uiamicr, “ that, in marrying 
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that young lady, you wed neitlier the heiress of EUieslaw, ifbr of 
Mauley-Hall, nor of Polvcrton, nor of one furrow of land, unless she 
marries with my consent; and to thee that consent shall injvcr he 
given. Do^vn—down on thy knees, and thank Heaven that tliou art 
prevented from wedding qualities with which thou hast no concern 
—3)ortionless truth, vu'tue, and innocence. And thou, h.aso ingratc,” 
he continued, addressing himself to EUieslaw, “what is thy wretched 
. subterfuge now? Thou, who wouldst sell thy daiijrlitev to relieve 
tliee from danger, as in famine thou wouldst have sluiu and devoured 
her to preserve thy own vile life! Ay, hide thy face with thy liands; 
well mayst thou blush to look on him whoso body thou didst consign 
to chains, his hand to guilt, and his soul to uiiserv. Saved once 
more by the virtue of her who calls you father, go hence, and may 
the pardon and benefits I confer on thee prove Btcral coals of fire, 
till thy brain is seared and scorched like mine! ” 

EUieslaw left the chapel with a gesture of mute despau-. 

“ PoUow him, Hubert Eatcliffe,” .said the Dwarf, “ and inform him 
of his destiny. He will rejoice—for to breathe air and (o liandle gohl 
is to him happhiess.” 

“I understand nothing of all this,” said Sir Ercderick Laiigley ; 
“butwe^rc here a body of gentlemen in arms and authority for 
King James; and whether you real I v, sir, b(‘ that Sir Edward Mauley, 
who has been so long siqinosed dead in coiilincment, or whether vou 
be an impostor assuming his nnme .and title, we wiU ttse the freeilom 
of detaining you, till vohv nj)pearii.nce here, at this inomenf, is heller 
accounted for; we will have no spies ainotig ns. S.-i/s; on him, iny 
friends.” 

But the domestics slirunk back in doubt and ahtrin. SirFiaaloriek 
himself stepped forward towarils the Eeeluse, us if to lay hands on 
his person, when his prom-oss was .suddenly stopped by the glittering 
point of a partisan, which the sturdy lumd of llobbie Elliot prf.sctited 
against his bosom. 

“ril gar daylight .shine through ye, if vou ofler to steer him!’ 
said the stout Borderer; “ stsind back, or I'll strike ye through ! IS tie- 
hody shall lay a finger on ELshic; he's ti eauny neighhourly man, aye 
ready to make a fnend help;' and, though vc may think llim a liiini- 
ter,_ yet, grippie for grippio, friend. I’ll wad a widlier he'll make the 
Uttid spin frae under your nails. He’s a bnigh carle, hlbhie ! hegrip.s 
like a smith’s vice.” 

“ "What lias brought you here, Elliot ?” said Mareschal; “ who called 
on you for interference?” 

“ 'rrqth, Mareschal-WeUs,” answered Hohbie, “ I am just conie 
here, wi’ twenty or tliretty inair o’ us, in mvitiii name iind tlie King's 
—or Queen’s, ca’ they her? and Canny Elshie’s into the bargain, to 
keep the peace, and pay back some ill usage EUieslaw Las gien me. 
A bonny Breakfast the loons gae mo the ither inornmg, and him at 
the bottom on’t; and trow ye I wfisna rotuly to supper hiiu i”' ? Ye 
needna lay your hands on your sword.s, gentlemen, the hous,- is our; 
wi’little din; for the doors were open, and there h been ower 
muckle punch amang your folk; we took their sword • pistols .as 
easily as ye wad shied peacoils,” 
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Maresclial rushed out, and immediately re-entered the chapel. 

“By Heaven! it i.s true, Sir Fredori<i; tlie house is filled with 
arnica men, and our drunken beasts are Sul disarmed. Draw, and let 
us liffht our way.” 

“Binna rash—binna rash,” exclaimed Hobbie; “hear me a bit, 
hear me a bit. We mean ye nae harm; but, as ye are in arras for 
Kin" James, as ye ca’ him, and the prelates, we thought it right to 
keep up the auld neighbour war, and stand up for the t’other »ne 
and the Kirk; but well no hurt a hair o’ your heads, if ye like to 
gang hame quietly. And it will be your best way, for there’s sure 
news come frae Loudoun, that him they ca’ Bang, or Byng, or what 
is’t, has bang’d the French ships and the new king aff the coast how-' 
ever; sae ye liad best bide content wi’ auld Nanse for want of a bet*,, 
ler (iuecn.” 

Balelifle, who at this moment entered, confirmed these accounts 
(■i> uiiravourablc to the Jacobite interest. Sir Frederick, almost in->,' 
siiintly, and witliout taking leave of anyone, left the castle, with ;■ 
•such of his attendants as were able to follow him. 

“ And what will you do, Mr Maivschal ? ” said Batcliife. 

“ Why, faith,” answered he, smiling, “ I hardly know; my spirit is 
too great, and my fortune too small, tor me to follow the example of • 
the doughty bridegroom. It is not in my nature, and it is liardly 
worth my while.” 

“ Well, then, disperse your men, and remain' quiet, and this 'will he ! 
overlooked, as there liu-s been no overt act.” 

“ 1 lout, ay,” said Elliot, “just let hygancs be byganes, and a’ friends 
agniii; deil anc I bear malice at but vVestburaflat, and I bac gicn Mm i 
haith a bet skin and a canid ane. I liadna changed three- blows of ' 
the In’oads-u'ord wi’ him beforo he lap the wiudow into the castlo- 
mr>at, and swatlered through it like a wild-duck. He’s a clever.'!; 
fillow, indeed! maun Icilt awa wi’ ae honny lass in the mominj", and * 
.-motlicr at night, less wadna serve him 1 but if he disna kilt himself , 
out o’ the country, I’sc kilt him wi’ a tow, for the Oastleton meeting’s 
cle.ai) lilawii ower; his friends will no countenance him.” 

.During tlie general confusion, Isabella had thrown herself at. the 
feet of lier kinsman. Sir Edward Manley, for so we must now caJl 
the Solitary, to express at once her gratitude, and to beseech forgive¬ 
ness for her father, 'riie eyes of all began to be fixed on them, as 
soon as tliciv own agitation smd the bustle of the attendants had 
someAvhat abated. Mjss Vero kneeled beside the tomb of her mother, 
to whose stahie her features cxliibitcd a marked resemblauce. She 
hold the baud of the Dwarf, which she kissed repeatedly and bathed 
witli tears. He stood fixed and motionless, excepting that his eyes 
glanced aUernately on the marble figure and the living suppliant. 
At leqgth, the hu-go drops wMch gatliercd on his eye-Jashes com¬ 
pelled liim to draw hi.s hand across them. 

“T--'bought,” he said, “that tears and I had done; but we shed 
them 'it OK’ birth, and their spring dries not until we are in our 
graves. ^ t no melting of the heart shall dissolve my resolution. I 
part he , o - .-mce, and for ever, ■with all of which the memory,” (look¬ 
ing to the tomb,) “or the presence,” (hepres-sed Isabella’s hand,) “is 
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dear to me. Sneak not to me! attempt not to thwart my deter¬ 
mination! it win avail notlmig'; yon will liear of and see this lump nf 
deformity no more. To yoti 1 shall bo dead ere 1 am aotnally in uiy 
.CTare, and you will think of me as of u friend disencumbered from 
Bie’ foils and crime.s of existence.” 

He kissed Isabella on the forehead, impressed .another kiss on the 
brow of the statue by which she knelt, and loft the chapel, followed 
-by Ratcliffe. Isabella, almost e.\haiistod by tlio emotions of the dnj-. 
Was carried to her apartment by her women. Most of the other 
guests dispersed, after having separately endeavoured to imjircss on 
all who would listen to them their di.sapprobation of tlie plots fornn'il 
against the government, or their regrtit for having engaged in tlicui. 
Ifobbic Elliot a.ssumed tlie command of the castle for the niglit, and 
mounted a regular guard. He boasted not a little of the alacrity 
with which his friends and he h.ad obeyed a hasty summons received 
from Elshic through the faithful Ratelilfo. And it wits a lucky 
chance, he said, that on that very day they had got notice that West- 
bumflat did not intend to keep his trj-ste at Oastleton, but to hold 
them at defiance; so that a cousidcrabfo parly had assembled at (lie 
Hengh-foot, with the intention of paying a visit to the robber’s 
tower on the ensuing morning, and their course was c.asily directed 
to fillieslaw Castle. 


CHAPTER XVni. 

—..Jjist scene of nil, 

To close this cvcntriu Iiistory. 

As you Like it. 

On the next morning, Mr Ratcliffe pi'cscntcd Mis-s Verc with a 
letter from her father, of which the following i.s the tenor;— 

“ My dearest Child, 

“ The malice of a persecuting government will compel me, for my 
own safety, to retreat abroad, and to i-eraain for some time in foreign 
parts^. 1 do not ask you to accon'panyj or follow me; you will attend 
to ,S|jH|forest and your owi more onectually by remaining where 
ibJt is unnecessary to enter into a minute detail concerning 
of tife strange events wliicli yesterday took place. 1 think 
•n W^omplaiii of the usage I have received fi-oin_.Sir 
'-’.c^^ho IS your nearest kinsman by the mother’s side; 
.. declared you bis heir, and is to put you in iiimicdiatc 
]3@SS?§iSf?i'of a lai-ge part of liis fortune, I account it a full atonement. 
I am aware ho has never forgiven the preference whicli your mother 
gave to my addresses, instead of complying with the terras of "a sort 
5f family compacts which absurdly and tyrannically destined her to 
7/ed her deformed relative. The shock was even sufficient to un- 
, settle his wits, (which, indeed, were ne^er over-well arranged,) and 
I had, as the husband of his nearest kinswoman and heir, the deli¬ 
cate task of taking care of his person and property, until he was 



reinstated in the management of the latter by those who, no doubt,, 
thouprht they were doing' liim justice; althongh if some j)art8 of liis 
subsequent conduct be examined, it will appear that lie onght, foi"' 
his own sake, to Iiave been left under the influence of a mild and,, 
salutary restraint. _ ' ' 

“ In one particular, however, he shewed a sense of the ties of bloodi 
as well as of his own frailty; for while he sequestered himself closely 
from the world, under various names and disguises, and insisted on 
spreading a rej^rt of his owii death, (in which to gi'atify him I will¬ 
ingly acquiesced,) he left at my disposal the rents of a great propor¬ 
tion of hia estates, and especially all those, which, having belonged 
to your mother, reverted 'to. him as a male fief. In this he may have 
thought that he was acting with extreme generosity, while, in the 
opinion of all impartial men, ho will .only bo considered ns having ful¬ 
filled a natural obligation, seeing that, in justice, if not in strict law, 
you must bo considered as the heir of your motlier, and 1 as your 
legal administrator. Instead, therefore, of considering myself as 
loailcd with obligations to Sir Edward on this account, I think 1 had 
ren.son to complain tliat these remittances were only doled out to me 
at the pleasure of Mr Katcliffo, who, moneover, exacted from me 
iiiorlgagcs over my paternal estate of I'lllieslaw for any sums which 
1 required as an <!Xtra advance; and thus may be said to have in¬ 
sinuated himself into the alwolule management and control of my 
properly. Or, if all tin's seeming friendship was employed by Sir 
i'idwarif for the imrjiosc of obtaining a complete command of my 
affairs, and acquiring the power of ruining me at his pleasure, 1 feel 
myself, 1 must repeat, still less hound by the alleged obligation. 

About the autumn of last year, as 1 understand, eitlier his own 
crazed iina.ginatioii, or the accomplishment of some sucii selierac a.s 
1 have hinted, brong lit him down to this coimtry. 1 lis alleged motive, 
it seems, was a desire of seeing a monument which he hud directed 
to be raised in the chapel over the tomb of your mother. Mr Hat- 
elilfc, who at this time had done me the honour to make my house 
his oini, bad the complaisance to introduce him secretly into the 
ehapol. The consequence, as he informs me, was a frenzy of several 
hours, during which ho lied into the neighbouring moors, in one of 
the wildest spots of which he chosci when ho was somewhat recovered, 
to fix lii.s mansion, and set up for a sort of country empiric, a cha¬ 
racter which, even in his best day.s, he was fond of assuming. It i.s 
remarkable, that, instead of informing mo of these circumstances, 
that I might have luxd tlie relative of my late wife taken sucli cm-e or 
as his calamitous coudition required, Mr Ratclifl'e seems to have had 
such culpalile indulgence for h'lS irregular plans as to promise ami 
even swear secrecy concerning them. He visited Sir Edward ofien, 
and assisted in tlic fantastic taslc he had taken upon him of constniet- 
iiig a hermitage. Nothing they appear to have dreaded more than 
a discovery of their intercourse. 

“ Tlic gi'oimd was open in every direction around, and a small 
subterranean cave, probably scpuldiral, which their researches had 
detected near the ^cat granite pillar, served to conceal liatelifte 
when any one aiiproacheu his master. I think you will be of opinion 
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my love, that this i-ccrecjr must have hod some strong motive. It is 
also remaikablc, IJiat while I thought my unhappy friend was resid¬ 
ing among the Monks of La Trappc, ho should have been actually 
living, for many months, in this bizaire disguise, within five miles of 
my house, and' obtaining regular information of my most private 
movements, citlicr by Ratclilfe, or through Westbumflat or othop 
whom he had the means to bribe to any extent, lie makes u 
crime against me that I endeavoured to establish your marria 
with Sir Frederick. I acted for the best; but if Sir Edward Maull 
thought otherwise, why did he not step manfully forward, exprel 
his own purpose of becoming a party to tlic settlements, and tala 
that interest which h« is entitled to claim in you as heir to his gi’ca 
property? 

“ Even now, though your rash and cccirntrie rel.ation is somcwliat 
tardy in apnouneinff his mirpose, I am far from opposing my autho¬ 
rity n||rfnst his wishes, although tlie person he desires you to rogaril 
as j€iF future Imsh.and be young Earnsclifl’, the very last whom 1 
s'honld have thoug-ht likely to be acceptable io him, considering a 
eertoin fatal event. But 1 give my free and hearty eonsent, provid¬ 
ing the settlements are di'aivn in such an irrevocable form as may 
secure my child from suflering by t hat state of dependence, and tliait 
sudden and causclcs.s revocation of allowances, of which I have so 
much reason to complain. Of Hir Frederick Langley, 1 augur, you 
will hear no more. He is not likely to claim the hand of a dower- 
less maiden. I therefore commit jou, niv dear Isabella, to (he wis¬ 
dom of Providence and to your own pruiienee, begging j'on to lose 
no time in securing those advantages, wbieli i.hc lickk'mVs of your 
kinsman has w'ithoi-awn from me to shower upon von. 

“Mr Bateliffe mentioned Sir Edward’s iulenlion to .settle a eon- 
sidcrablc .sum upon me yearly, for niy umiiitenancc in foreign ])art.s; 
’but tlus my heart is too proud to accept from him. I told him 1 had 
Iyi dear child, who, while in alfluenec herself, would inn er suiter me 
- to be ill poverty. I thought it right to intimate this to him pretty 
vomidlv, (hat vvliatcvcr increase be settled upon you. it may be eal- 
ciilatcd so as to cover this iiccossavy and naUirai eneuuibraiiee. 1 
shall willingly settle upon you the c'astlc and manor of Eilieslaw, to 
shew my parental affection and disinterested seal for ]iromoting your 
settlement in life. The annual interest of debts charged on the 
estate somewhat exceeds the inctnne, even after a reasonable rent 
lias been put upon the mansion and iuains. But .as all the. delits are 
. in the person of Mr Bateliffe, as your kiiisniaii’s Inistee, lie will not 
be a troublesome creditor. And’licre 1 must make you aware, tliat 
, though .1 have to complain of Mr Batelific’s conduct id me personally, 
I, nevertheless, believe him a just and upright man, with whom you 
may safely consult on your affairs, not to mention that to cherish’his 
: good opinion will be the best way to retain that of 3 'pur kinsman. 

Bemember me to Marchie—I liope ho will not be troubled on 
, account of late matters. I will write more iully from the Conti¬ 
nent. Meanwhile, 1 rest j'oiir loving father, 


“Btottauti Vr.BE.” 
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The above letter throws the only additional light which we have 
been able to j)rocurc upon the earlier part of our story. It was 
Hobbie’s opinion, and may be tliat of most of our readers, that the 
Recluse of jVluclilestane-Moor liad but a kind of gloaming, or twilight 
understanding: and that he had neither very clear views as to what 
he binisclt' wanted, nor was apt to pursue his ends by the clearest and 
most direct nn-ans: so that to seek the clew of his conduct, was 
'likened, by llolibie, to looking for a straight path through a common, 
over which are a hundred devious tracts, but not one distinct line of 
road. 

When Isabella had perused the letter, her first ^nquii-y was after 
her father. He bad loft the castle, she was informed, early in the 
morning, after a long interview with Mr llatclifie, and was alrc^y 
far on liis way to the next port, where he might expect to find shipping 
for the Continent. 

“ Where was Sir Edwai’d Mauley?* 

No one had seen the Dwarf since the cventfid scene of the pre¬ 
ceding evening. 

“ Odd, if ony thing has befa’en puir Elsliie,* said Ilobbie EUiot, 
“ I wad rather 1 wen* harried ower again.” * 

1 !o innnediutely rode to bis dwelling, and the remaining she-goat 
came bleating to meet liiiii, for her miTking-timc was long past. The 
Solitary was nowhere to be soon; bis door, contrary to wont, was open, 
bis fire extingiiislied, ami tbe whole but was left hi the state wliich it 
exliildti'd on Isabella’s vi'dt to him. It was pretty clear that the 
means of eonveyanee which had brought the l>warf to EUiesiaw on 
the nreeidiiig eieiiiiig, had reinovotl him from it to some other place 
of abode. Ilobbie returned dbeonsolate to tbe castle. 

“ I am doubling we bae lo.st Canny El.sbie for glide an’a’.” 

“ Yon have indeed,” .said Ratelitle, producing a. paper, which he ]iiit 
into llolibie’s hands; but read that, and you will perceive you have 
bei'ii no loser by having known him.” 

it was a .short deed of gift, liy which “ Sir Edward Mauley, other¬ 
wise called IClslieiuler the lleelii.se, endowed J lalberl or Ilobbie EUiot, 
and Craee Armstrong, in fuU lu'operty, with a considerable sum 
borrowed by EUiot from him.” 

I lobbies joy was mingled with feelings which brought tears down 
his rough elieeks. 

It’s a. <|iieer thing,’’ he said; but I caimajoy in the gear, unless 
I keiid the pair body was happy that gave it me.^' 

“ Next to enjoying hapimie.ss onrselve.s.” said Ratclifl’e, “ is tlie 
eonseionsiiess of having bestowed it on otliers. Had all my master’s 
benefits been eonferredlike the iircsentj what a different return would 
they have produced! Hut the iudiseriminate profusiou that would 
glut avarice, or supply prodigality, neither does good, nor is rewar ded 
by gralitiide. It is sowing the niud to reap the whirlwind.” 

“And that wad be a light bar’st,” said Hobble; “but, wi’my 
young leddie’s leave, I wad fain lake down Elshie’s skeps o’ bees, and 
set them in Grace’s bit flower yard at the Heugh-foot—^they shall 
ne’er be smeekit by ony o’ him. And the puir goat, she would be 
ncgleekit about a great toun like this; and she could feed bonnily on 
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o«r lily lea by the bum side, and the hounds wad ken her in a day’s 
time, and never fash her, and Grace wad milk her ilka morning wi’ 
her ain hand^ for Klshio’s sake; for thotigh he was thrawn and 
cankered in his converse, he likeit dumb creatures wcel.” 

Hohbie’s requests were readily gi-auted, not without some wonder 
at the natural delicacy of feeling which pointed out to him this mode 
of (b'splaying hLs gi-atitude. He wi\s dcliglitcd when Ratcliffe informed 
him tliat his benefactor should not remain ignorant of the care which 
he took of his favourite. 

“ And mind be sure and tell him tliat grannie and the titties, and, 
ohunc a’, Grace and myscll, arc weel and tliriving, and that it’s a’ his 
doing—^that canna but please him, ane wad think.” 

And Elliot and the family at Ilcugh-foot were, and continued to be, 
as fortunate and liap]ty as his unilauntod hones'tj'j tenderness, and 
gallantry, so well merited. • ' 

All bar between the marriage of Earnscliff and Isabella was now 
removed, and the settlements which llalcliflc produced on the part of 
Sir Edward Mauley, might have satisfied the cupidity of Ellicslaw 
himself. But Miss Verc and llatclifie thought it unnecessary to 
mention to Earnscliff that one great motive of Sir Edward, in thus 
loading the young pair with benefits, was to expiate bis having, many 
years before, shed the blood of his father in a hasty brawl. If it be 
true as Eatcliffo asserted, that the DwiV'f’s extreme misanthropy 
seemed to relax somewhat, nuder the consciousness of having diffused 



Marcschal hunted, shot, and drank claret—tired of the country, 
went abroad, served three campaigns, came home, and married Lucy 
Dderton. 


Years fled over the heads of Earnscliff and Ids wife, and found and 
left them contented and happy. The scheming ambition of Sir Fre¬ 
derick L.angley engaged him in the unfortunate insurrection of 171.'5. 
He was made prisoner at Preston, in Lancashire, with the Earl of 
Derwentwater, and others. His defence, and the dying speech which 
he made at his execution, may be found in the State Trials. Mr 
Vere, supplied by his daughter with an ample income, continued to 
reside abroad, engaged deeply in tlie affiur of Law’s bank during the 
regency of the Duke of Orleans, and was at one time supposed to be 
immensely rich. But, on the bursting of that fitmous bubnle, he was 
so much chagrined at being again reduced to a moderate annuity, 
(although he saw thousands of his companions in misfortune absolutely 
starving,) that vexation of mind brought on a paralytic stroke, of 
which ho died, after lingering under its effects a few weeks. 

Willie of Westburnflat fled from the wrath of Ilobbie Elliot, ns his 
betters did from the pursuit of the law. His patriotism urged him 
to serve his countiy wroad, while his reluctance to leave his native 
soil pressed him rather to remain in the beloved island, and collect 
purs^ watches, and rings on the highroads nt home. Fortunately 
^for him, the first impulse prevailed, and he joined the army under 
marlborougli; obtained a commission, to which he was recommended 
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by his Bcmces in colkctiiig cattle for the commhipariat; returned 
home after many years, with some money, (how come by Heaven only, 
knows,)—demolished the peel-house at Weatburnflat, aud built, in 
its stead, a lii"-li narrow onxtead, of three stories, with a chimney at 
each end—drank brandy with tlie iieiahbours, whom, in his youuffer 
dajs, lie had jilundered—died in his bed, and is recorded upon iiis 
toinb.-tone at Kirfcwliistle, (still extant,) as bavinplayed all the parts 
of a l)ra\e soldier, a discreet neighbour, and a sincere Christian. 

Mr Jiatclitl'c resided usually with the family at I'dlieslaw, but 
rejfularly every apriiis' and autuinn he absented liimself for about a 
month. On the direction and purpose of his periodical journey he 
remained steadily silent: but it was well understood that he was then 
in attendence oil his UTiiortunate patron. At length, oii his return 
from one of tbeSe yisits, his|fi’avc. countenance, and deep mourning 
dress, amiounred' t'A the jgyj^S^^i^pjlythaJi them benefactor was no 
more. iSir bidward's death imrnc no oiMition to their forlpn^ for he 
had divested himself of his property during his lifetime, and cniofly in 
their favour. Ratcliti'e, iiis sole confidant, died at a good old age, 
but without ever naniiiur the place to which his master had finally re¬ 
tired, or tlic nianiK'r of Iiis death, or the place of his burial. It was 
supposed that on all these iiariiculars his patron had enjoined him 
strict secrecy. 

'J’he sudden disa])))ear.ancc of I’llshic from Ids extraordinary her¬ 
mitage corroborated (he reporls which the connuon people had spread 
eoncerniiig him. Many believed that, having ventured to enter a 
consecrated laiiiding, eoutraiy to his paction with tlic Evil One, ho 
had been bodily carried off while on. Ids return to Id.s cottage; but 
most ai e of ojiinion that he. oiil.v disaiipeared for a season, and con- 
tinuo.s to he seen from time to time among llio hilts. And retaining, 
uceordiug to custom, a more viviii reeolleetion of his wild and des¬ 
perate language, than of the benevolent tendency of most of his 
actions, he is usuahy identified with the malignant demon called the 
Man of the Moors, whose feats were quoted by Mrs Elliot to her 
grandsons; anil, .accordingly, is generally represented as bewitching 
the slieep, causing the ewes to /:c0, that is, to cast their lambs, or seen 
loosening tliu impending wreath of snow to jweeipitate its weight on 
such as take shelter, during the storm, beneath theliank of a torrent, ■ 
or under the shelter of a dec]> glen. Ik short, the evils most dreaded 
aud depreeatod by the inhabitants 'of that pastoral country, at© 
ascribed to the ii,geney of the Elack Dwauf. 
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